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SOVIET PLOTS TO IGNORE SEX 





Video Microwave Link to Mexico 
Ready by World’s Series: Azcarraga 





The linking of Mexico City and+ 
the U.S. for live pickup of tv pro-; 
gramming may become a reality) 
in time for the World Series with| 
Emilio Azcarraga, the XEW factot- 
um and “Mr. Big” of Mexico radio- 
tv, rushing to completion his micro- 
wave relay linking the border with 
the Mexican capital. Azcarraga, 
just back from Europe, has indi- 


cated that the microwave relay 
may be ready even before the 
baseball classic gets under way. 


Any such extension of the Series 
into Mexico would give Gillette a 
sponsorship priority in view of its 
longtime identity with the series. | 

There have been originations 
from Mexico in the past, notably on 
“Wide Wide World,” but these 
were “border incidents” linking 
San Diego with Tijuana, for ex- 
ample. Never before has U.S. tele- 
vision penetrated Mexico City via 
five pickup. 

Although A*ztarraga’s leanings! 
and dealings have always been pro- 
NBC. it’s understood that the 
U.S.-Mexico micro relay would 
not be exclusive to NBC. Partnered 

(Continued on page 61) 


Civic Heave-Ho 


For Films Not 











London ‘Lady’—Already 


Novelist - scenarist - essayist 
Paul Gallico, now a resident 
of Lichtenstein, wrote last 
week to Jerry Whyte, Rodgers 
& Hammerstein’s London pro- 
duction representativ®, cur- 
rently in New York, 

Could he possibly use his 
various connections, the letter 
asked, to arrange for Gallico 
to buy a pair of tickets for the 
opening of the London edition 
of “My Fair Lady, next April 
30? 


WHAT YANKEE WOMAN 





SNITCHED ON MORROS? 


Washington, Aug. 13. 

Boris Morros, the Hollywood 
producer who acted as a counter- 
agent for the FBI, is slated to 
appear next Wednesday (21) before 
the Senate Internal Security Sub- 
committe. 

The subcommittee issued a sub- 
poena for his appearance today (13). 
He will be quizzed on the identity of 


“the prominent American woman” 
who nearly caused his undoing. 
Speculation here is that the woman 
is Martha Dodd Stern, daughter of 
former U.S. Ambassador Dodd, and 
wife of New York millionaire 


AUT RED LEGIT 
HAS SCALPERS 


By J. S. SEIDMAN 
(Seidman & Seidman, C.P.A.’s) 


After 5,000 miles of travel and 
visits to 23 legit productions in the 
Soviet Union, these points stand 
out in this writer’s mind: 

The Russians are prudes about 
sex. Our “Tunnel of Love” is in- 
conceivable. It would make the 
Reds too red-faced. 

Drama critics wouldn't dare pan 

a party line play; the public knows 
it and discounts the reviews. Rus- 
sian reviewers may have scholar- 
ship and prose style but they lack 
|}what critics cannot lack—inde- 
| pendence. 
John Foster Dulles is the favor- 
| ite stage villain right pow and 
|after that, for some reason, “Chi- 
|cago business men.” President Eis- 
| enhower is treated with a certain 
deference. 

Russians are great theatregoers. 
Partly this is traditional. They have 
great artists and love great artistry. 

Actually the drabness of Russian 
life, their cramped living quarters, 
the lack of home diversions per tv 
} and hi-fi in the States, all point to 
|escape into the playhouse. 

Related to all the foregoing, one 
sees well-dressed women only on 
the stage, part of costume. Act- 
resses themselves when glimpsed 
upon the streets are dowdy—the 
commonplace conveniences’ of 
|American, British and French 











’ | Alfred K. Stern, both of whom | Smart women are either not on the 
ll t | were last reported to be behind the | Market or not good form. Or again 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

American communities, famed 
for their booster spirit, are equally 
sensitive in reverse. Film colony 
here has taken recent note of sev- 
eral instances. 

(1) Most recent of all, Augusta, 
Ga., has bluntly said that producer 
Anthdny Mann's plans to shoot 
Erskine Caldwell’s novel, “God's 
Little Acre,” there, must be can- 
celled. 

(2) Portland and Seattle theatres 
sclieduled to premiere Allied Art- 
ists’ “Portland Expose” were 
forced this week to cancel by pres- 
sures so powerful that their names 
and interests cannot even be as- 
certained. Theatre men remain 
mum, but really scared by the 
threats. 

(3) Woodstock, Vt., not long ago 
declined .to be the setting for 
Jerry Wald’s film version of the) 
topselling nevel of the summer, 
“Peyton Place.” 


Georgia’s Views 
Atlanta, Aug. 13. 
Refusal of Augusta to stand still 
for photographing as Erskine Cald- 
well’s “God's Little Acre” is ex- 
plained here as fear of another 
“Tobacco Road” picture of Dixie 
decadence. What the Anthony 


(Continued on page 61) 








Iron Curtain in Czechoslovakia. 


- 


(Continued on page 63) 





Loew Readying Charge: Stan Meyer 
Tried to Dump Tomlinson, L. B. Mayer 


+ Already a sensational melodrama 
| (see page 7 for latest tangents) 
the war for the control of the Loew 


film empire is expected to detonate 
a real landmine in the next days. 
Loew management under leader- 
ship of president Joseph R. Vogel 
|and attorney Louis Nizer is- all 
primed to charge in the Delaware 
Court of Chancery that Stanley 
| Meyer was ready last March to 
desert Joseph Tomlinson and Louis 
B. Mayer in the struggle for con- 
trol. 
: | Loew management, fighting for 
a nel ile ey _ its life at the upcoming stockhold- 
~yorqeare We ers meeting on Sept. 12, will dis- 
the momentous civil rights de- | cigse a remarkable conversation 
bate then bubbling in the Sen- | magnified from the telephone 
ate, and crowded around for | wherein Meyer more or less “con- 
details. | fessed” regrets at the course events 
But one veteran attendant | were taking and characterized Tom- 
with a single-track mind inno- linson's actions up to and including 
cently queried, “Jayne Mans- the compromise Board of Directors 








Footnote to Fame 

Washington, Aug. 13. 
Fame depends on one’s point 
of view, as demonstrated by a 
Capitol Hill incident last week. 
A reporter sparked great ex- 
citement in the Senate recep- 
tion room, where newsmen 
meet solons, by idly remarking 
that Jayne Mansfield was due 
on Capitol Hill today (6). The 
doormen, mostly college stu- 
dents, and the page boys, all 





field? Is she a relative of Sena- | as “stupid.” 
tor Mansfield?” Meyer's phone talk was, with his 
foreknowledge and _ permission, 





| heard by Vogel, Nizer, other Metro 
| officials and lawyers and apparently 
'echoed a fear of Meyer's that he 
might be sued as a “wrecker.” It 
(Continued on page 20) 


PLEAD FOR GOVT. AID 
TO ITALIAN OP 


Rome, Aug. 6. 
A desperate final plea for re-| 


| 
newal of government aid has just ° 
been entered here by a “Commit- Chicago away 
phony” representing the various | 1959 H 


tee to Defend Opera and Sym- 
opera and concert organizations | - 
To Boom Show Bi 








50 Years of MacDowell Colony, Which 


throughout the country. Alterna- 
tive, the group claims, is a com- 
Chicago, Aug. 13. 
A yearlong celebration pro- 


plete collapse of the coming sea- 

son in both sectors of vital cultural 
claimed by Chicago's Mayor Daley 
promises to make this city a major 


(Continued on page 56) 
nucleus of entertainment world 





Pampers & Protects Creative Process * seis: 


Peterborough, N.H., Aug. 13. 
The oldest of America’s three 
snug harbors for creative artists, 
the MacDowell Colony here, last 
Saturday celebrated its 50th anni- 
versary. With the Yaddo Colony at 
Saratoga, N. Y., and the Hunting- 
ton Hartford Colony at Pacific Pali- 
sades, Cal., the MacDowell cluster 
of 26 isolated work studios scat- 
tered among the pine and spruce of 
a 600-acre plot has many unique 
features and perhaps the most 
unique is just this: ¥ 
This is an organized worry 
on behalf of authors, compos- 
ers and painters and an at- 
tempt to create an environ- 
ment congenial to creators 
which erxists in America, a 
supposedly cuyulture-neglecting 
culture, while Europe has 
never been able to provide 
anything like it. 
True Britain has its subsidized 
Arts Council, but that’s for per- 
forming arts, and France has a re- 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


cently-enacted body of parliamen- 
tary statutes which makes it prac- 
tically an insult to the Republique 
to cheat or edit a French author. 
But only in America are there or- 
ganizations to help creative person- 
ages get away from it all—mean- 
ing telephones, distractions, wives 
and babies. 

At the MacDowell Colony the 
residents pay $20 a week room and 
board. The price, fixed long ago, 
is not the least paradisical feature 
of the creative paradise. The 26 
artists meet only at breakfast and 
dinner. At luncheon a picnic bas- 
ket is soundlessly deposited outside 
the individual workshop. No stu- 
dio is close to any other studio 
and the composer’s piano, the 
sculptor’s chisel, the novelist’s and 
poet's typewriter are all muted 
by the surrounding foliage. 

The respect shown the creative 
process is expressed in the rule 
that no artist may pay a social visit 
te a fellow colonist’s studio except 


a 


| Designated by the Mayor's office 
jas “St. Lawrence Seaway Celebra- 
| tion,” activities will include (1) the 
by express invitation. Each picnic} Pan American Games set for the 
basket has a memorandum on the | Jast two weeks of August and the 
inside cover. detailing the culinary first week of September: (2) a pro- 
prejudices of the artist, such as/| jected film festival in June, which 
“detests peanut butter sandwiches.” | according to the mayor's. office 
The artists are reasonably so-!| would be on the same order as that 
ciable at dinner and around the | at Cannes or Vienna; (3) an Inter- 
evening fire but at breakfast there | national Fair and Exposition under- 
is always one faction that can-| written by the Chicago Association 
not abide conversation or human|of Commerce and Industry for 
beings early in the morning. A stay | July: and (4) a cultural Festival of 
of two months is average for sum-|the Americas for the month of 
mer, up to four months during the | August. 
winter. | The completion of the St. Law- 
Writers tend to be the most nu-| rence Seaway project in 1959 will 
merous category. Painters are less| make Chicago’s lakefront a port 
pleased sometimes by the “closed | for ocean ships, and the Fair and 
in” setting and one chore of the | Exposition, which is expected to 
colony's staff is to cut down trees | dwarf the recent Chicagoland Fair, 
on occasion when painters com-| will be scattered along the lake- 
plain these interfere with light or| front. It will aslo make use of the 
perspective. To quote the credo, | International Amphitheatre and 
‘The colony operates on the sim-/ the city’s newly authorized conven- 
ple principle that a writer, painter | tion hall, which is scheduled for 





or composer benefits as much from | completion in 1959. 


working conditions planned to meet 
(Continued on page 59) | 


Plans for the film festival, al- 
(Continued on poge 61) 
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Show Biz Jolted in Mex Quake; 


30 Film, Legit Theatres Shuttered 





Mexico City, Aug. 13. 

Show biz here is still recovering 
from the costly jolt, largely in 
property damage, dealt this ever- 
modernizing 632-year-old city by a 
predawn (July 28) tremblor series, 
rated a seven-degree quake. A six- 
degree earthquake wrecked San 
Francisco in 1906, which gives an 
idea of how severe this one was. 
Only one show biz figure, Alberto 
Barbieris, Italian composer-pianist, 
who was playing the swanky Capri 
nitery here, was among the 58 
killed. He died after a heart attack. 
Only a few in the entertainment 
world were among the 657 injured, 
and most of. them only suffered 
scratches and bruises. 

Closure of 25 cinemas and five 
theatres was the real jolt to show 
biz. Three film houses were shut- 
tered because they were almost 
wrecked. Others were closed be- 
cause of serious damage, while still 
others lacked enough exits. The 
playhouses were shut because of 
damage or insufficient safety pro- 
visions. Hardest hit cinemas are 
the subsequent-run Encanto and 
Cervantes. They may have to be} 
razed } 

All shutterings cost owners-oper- 








ators much coin but unspecified | 
losses were suffered because of 
lost biz. Top losers are Metro and 
the swanky Cine Roble, Mexico 
showcase here for Metro pix which 
was doing big trade. The Roble 
was severely damaged and pro- 
nounced unsafe for public use by 
city government building inspec- 
tors However, Metro and the 
cinema are advertising that biz will 
resume pronto 

Congressman Rodolfo Landa, 
secretary general of the National 

Continued on page 22) 





Goodman on Turntable | 














Stamford, Aug. 13 
For the Stamford, Conn., jazz 
concert of Benny Goodman, an in- 
novation for the community, only 


the high school football stadium 
was big enough but it’s U-shaped | 
bank of seats was not ideal. Ef. | 
forts to locate a revolving table | 


produced the discovery that a lead- 
ing manufacturer thereof was in 
Stamford itself. Macton Mfg. Co. 
donated one and the music went) 
slowly round and round and came 
out everywhere. None of the side- 
men developed dizzy spells. 

\ttendance of 6,000 and gross_ 
near $10,000 was deemed whopping | 
and certain harbinger of more jazz 
concerts next summer. . 

For his home county date Good- 
man pitched Lynn Taylor as vo- 
ealist. Sidemen inclhided Hank 
Jones, Roy Burnes, Arvel Shaw, 
Kenny Burrell, Max Davis, Eddie 
Bert, Frank Tiberi, Al Stewart, Doc 
Severenson, Sonny Russo, Danny | 
Derasma, Ralph Kuhn, Ted Effantis | 
and Danny Bank. 
Don Russell of 


video emceed. 


JEAN PETERS HOSPITALIZED 


ns 


Howard Hughes Incognito In 12 
Ritz Rooms 





Montreal, Aug. 13. 

Actress Jean Peters, wife of 
Howard Hughes, is being treated 
for a recurring Wack ailment at 
Royal Victoria Hospital here. 
Hughes, once owner of RKO Pic- 
tures, has been in town several 
weeks, occupying 12 rooms at Ritz 


there. 

He’s trying out turbo-prop planes 
of various kinds, with a view to 
buying some for his TWA. 





First General Strike 


Of All Mex Show Biz 


Looms in Music Tiff 


Mexico City, Aug. 13. 
The first general strike in Mexi- 


‘can show biz, and on a national | 
scale, looms for toworrow (Wed.). | 


Hard core of the case is the threat 
by the National Musicians Union 
(STIC) announced that not a 
tary general, to strike against the 
top local radio-tv stations, XEW 


;and XEQ, unless they ink a new 


collective labor pact, featuring an 
unspecified but “realistic” pay 
hike, and a string of other costly 
economic benefits, Osorio cited 
Aug. 14 as strike day. 

The mighty National Cinemato- 
graphic Industry Workers Union 
‘STIC), announced that not a 
cinema in all Mexico will open 
during the impending  tooters’ 
strike, if the tunesters walk out. 
The National Actors Union 
‘ANDAi has also threatened to pre- 
vent any of its members working 
if SUTM strikes today. Mikemen 
and tv spielers will also lay off, 
Starling tomorrow, if the tooters 
move strikeward. 





HUB SANS NEWSPAPERS; 


MONITOR NOT SELLING 


Boston, Aug. 13. 


Film exhibs, strawhatters, niter- | 


ies and al fresco segments of show 


biz, hit by a newspaper strike Sat- | 


urday (10) went to the airwaves 


| with radio and tv spots for their 


attractions as i,250,000 Greater 


| Boston readers went without daily 


editions of six newspapers. 

Six of the Hub’s seven daily 
newspapers suspended publication 
Friday night (9) following a strike 
of some 300 mailers in a wage dis- 
pute. Newspaper blackout caught 


the Sunday editions tor Sunday | 


(11) with their amusement pages 
all set up. 

Christian Science Monitor, not 
affected by the strike, is still pub- 
lishing. However, the Monitor re- 
fused to put papers on public sale 
within a 30 mile radius of Boston. 
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Dazzling, Versatile But 
Little Known at Death; 
James Reynolds’ Saga 


By ROBERT BARAL 


James Reynolds whose death was 
chronicled fortnight ago was bare- 
ly recognized by the lay press for 
the significant influence he once 
exercised upon American musicals. 
| He dated back to 1920 when John 
Murray Anderson introduced him 
to Broadway in “What's In A 
Name?”—a flop revue but sensa- 
tional in its (Reynolds) stage decor. 

Reynolds then worked on the 
first four “Greenwich Village Fol- 
lies” which struck a new type of 
stimulating beauty in direct con- 
jtrast to Ziegfeld’s special brand 
lof girlie display. However Zieggy 





| Carlton Hotel, which denies he’s | jyreq Reynolds away from the 


|“Greenwich Follies” to create his 
1921, 1922 and 1923 “Ziegfeld Fol- 
| lies”, Reynolds’ flair for juxtaposi- 
tion of colors hit a new high in the 
| Ziegfeld series and injected a fresh 
| intellectual approach to stage pa- 
| geantry which proved sensational in 
|the “Follies”. He later became 
| Artistic Director for C. B. Dilling- 
| ham, dramatic fare as well as mu- 
sicals, designed the early Frederick 
Lonsdale comedies, the Fred Stone 
| musicals and also Marilyn Miller's 
; “Sunny”. He also created produc- 
tions for Ina Claire, Laurette Tay- 
lor, Judith Anderson, the Dolly 
Sisters, Leon Errol, Dennis King, 
Bobby Clark, Beatrice Lillie, Elsie 
Janis, and many other ranking 





{his concert here is Mitch Miller, 


Poland as ‘Western’ as It Dares 





Amusement-Hungry Warsaw Has But 20 Film 
Houses, Biggest 600 Seats at 15c 





TOUGH ON MUSIC SCHOOLS? 


Can’t Read A Note, Garner Soloist 
With Symphony 





Cleveland, Aug. 13. 

Publicity angle on Erroll Gar- 
ner’s debut Aug. 15 in longhair 
setting is that the Negro, although 
a jazz virtuoso an the ivories, and 
a composer, actually knows no 
music and cannot read a written 
part. 


Garner starts with the Cleveland | 


symph but dates with the formally- 
trained orchestras of San Fran- 
cisco, St. Louis and Chicago and 
Rochester-are on the front burner. 

Erroll Garner’s symphony bow 
as guest soloist boomed advance 
sale of ducats for his appearance 
with Cleveland Summer Pops Or- 
chestra, presaging a oear and/or 
capacity house in civic auditorium 





By GENE MOSKOWITZ 


Warsaw, Aug. 13. 

Warsaw is dominated architec- 
turall¥ by the Russian gift horse, 
the Culture Palace, but evidence 
abounds inthis satellite capital 
that the Poles are going Western 
World. At least, so far as the arts 
and entertainment are concerned. 

Swing, jazz and rock ’n’ roil have 
replaced the polka, American mo- 
tion pictures are being unveiled. 
United States legit is soon to be 
performed. Western papers can be 
bought without restriction. 

Warsaw is a city coming out from 
under; hardships still persist and 
the scars of war continue in abun- 
dance. Housing is a basic problem. 
The local people would have pre- 
ferred homes rather than the . 5- 
story Culture Palace constructed by 
the Soviets. This stirred much re- 
sentment. 





Thursday. 


Always a fave in local niteries, 
pianist will do a half dozen num- 


But the city is nonetheless re- 
building and the political climate 
and personal attitudes have 


bers from his new Columbia LP) changed. Entertainment is in large 
album labelled “Other Voices” in| demand, particularly of the light 


addition to a batch of his own jazz 


compositions. Guest conductor in 


variety. While the West has 
veered to heavy drama in motion 


| pictures, here the accent is on 


stars. He designed the fourth “Mu-| Columbia Records’ pop artists and | “escapist” fare. 
sic Box Revue,” “The Vagabond | repertoire chief, who also batoned | 


and 


created special 


scenes for Billy Rose’s “Jumbo” 
also “Thumbs Up” and “Life Be- 
gins at 8:40.” 

C. B. Cochran used Reynolds for 
several of his revues and the Lon- 
don press in particular praised his 

Continued on page 49) 





Juano Hernandez’s 
San Juan Lyceum 


Gets Govt. Aid 


BILL ORNSTEIN 


San Juan, Aug. 13. 

Juana Hernandez, who formed 
the Lyceum of Dramatic Arts here 
on his return from the MGM 
studios in Culver City after fin- 
ing his role of the judge in “Trial,” 
has finally gotten Fomento (the 
| government) to subsidize the cost 
of operating the school which he 
|states had a $7,500 deficit in the 
last 15 months. With the Fomento 
|nod, Hernandez has been sending 
out questionnaires to 40 prospec- 
tive students for the Dept. of Edu- 
|eation to approve before the next 
semester gets under way the 
middle of August. 

When this writer interviewed 
Hernandez at his studio here above 
a shoe store on Ponce de Leon 


y 
J 


} (Continued on page 18) 
Washington, Aug. 13. 

Hal Roach Productions Inc., pro- 

|} $3 per share. It has asked Securi- 

ties and Exchange Commission ap- 


HAL ROACH PUBLIC SALE 
| OF VIDPIX SECURITIES 
| poses to sell 375,000 shares of $1 
par common stock to the public at 
| proval of the deal. 

Sale would be handled by an un- 


dicate will receive 45¢ per share, 


$20,000 and legal fees. In addition, 
Fuller will be entitled to purchase 
common stock warrants at ic per 
share, entitling it to buy 87,500 
shares, within five years, at $3.25 
per share. 


ganized May 27 last to carry on 
the business of Hal Roach Studios, 
as a producer of television films. 
Net proceeds will go into working 
capital and other corporate pur- 
poses. Part may be spent to lease 
studio space in New York to pro- 
duce tv film commericals. Com- 
pany is headed by Hal Roach Jr. 

It has 375,000 shares of the com- 
mon stock, as well as 1,050,000 
shares of Class B capital stock. 
Roach, who now owns all of the 
$1 common, will sell it, but will 
|retain the Class B stock, which 





|| will assure him voting control. 








Hal Roach Productions was or- | 


King,” “Fifty Million Frenchmen”|the keyboard artist's 
production | work with a studio symph orch. 


| 
| 
| 


por 


} 


| 





} 
| 
j 
! 


| 


derwriting group headed by S./| 
D. Fuller Co., of New York. Syn- | 


plus expenses for Fuller Co. up to} 





intial disk 


Georgie Jessel to Quit 


For TV, Charity Work 


Atlantic City, Aug. 13. 

Georgie Jessel, current at the 
Gateway Playhouse, in suburban 
Somers Point, said last week that 
this is his last time around. He will 
be seen again in a filmed television 
series, but possibly never again on 
the entertainment stage. 

Jessel told a first night audience 
(6) that he will play a week each 
at Atlantic Beach, L.I., and West- 
t, Conn., and he hopes that will 
be all. He plans to devote his time 
to the sale of Bonds for Israel and 
to raising funds for the City of 
Hope Hospital in California. 

Comedian is appearing here in 
“Show Time,” which keeps him on 
the stage for the greater part of 
the two hours doing the things he 
has done the many years he has 
been before vaudeville audiences. 
It’s his first appearance here as an 
entertainer in many years, “Show 
Time” is mostly Jessel supported 
by Susanne & Her Escorts, Toni 
Carroll’s songs, and the whistling 
melodies of Clara Imas, a per- 
former from Israel. It’s a type of 
show new for the Playhouse, which 


} capacity 


‘Live’ Show Business 


Warsaw has only 20 theatres and 
the largest of these has only 600 


| seats. This, combined with the low 


admission prices (6c. to 15c. for a 
| first-run film), plus the desire for 
amusement, adds up to virtually 
| houses at every perfor- 
mance. When a theatre is sold 90% 
| the picture is considered a flop. 
Films are chosen by a committee 
comprised of film-makers; exhibi- 
tors and critics. Westerns and 
|; musicals are now popular whereas 
| “Marty” was not too well liked. 
The local industry produces 15 
to 20 features a year and have been 
coming into prominence. Some 
have been spotlighted at the Cannes 
and Karlovy Vary Film Festivals, 
for example. However, most of 
(Continued on page 61) 
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| | Opera Junket to Frisco 

















Seattle, Aug. 13. 

Opera-lovers in Seattle, Tacoma 
and the Puget Sqund area will be 
offered a special package tour by 
United Air Lines to San Francisco 
this fall during the opera season 
in the War Memorial Opera House 
in the Bay City. 

The airline opera tour is planned 
for Oct. 17-19 and tickets for the 
“package” will include orchestra 
seats for three operas—Verdi's 
“Macbeth” and “Aida” and Puc- 
cini’s “Tosca,” as well as plane 
transportation both ways and hotel 
reservations for three nights. 





usually deals in musical revivals or 
stage shows of former Broadway} 
favorites. | 
Veteran, a regular in Steel Pier) 
(Continued on page 63) | 


Maria Callas stars in “Macbeth.” 
“Aida” will be sung by Antonietta 
Stella. Eugene Tobin and Robert 
Merrill. Dorothy Kirsten sings the 
title role in “Tosca.” 
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.9. TODAY: MORE SEATS TO FILL 





207%, Devaluation of French Franc 


New Jolt for Yank Film Biz 





That Hollywood 
substantial measure to the unre- 
liable ups and downs of national 
economies around the world was 
rammed home anew this week with 
the uncertain (to American film in- 
terests, at least) status of the 
French franc. 

Executives linked with the major 
piciure companies and the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. said they’re 
simply not aware of what’s going 
on so far as film trade is concerned. 
But “this much is for sure: Amer- 
ican productions have been draw- 
ing $17,100,000 annually in distrib- 


utor rentals at the official exchange | 


rate of 350 francs to the Yankee 
do!lar. 


If there’s a flat devaluation of | 


the franc, as appears to be the case, 
of 20%, the downbeat effect on dol- 
lars to New York is obvious. There 
are various ramifications, however. 

The total earnings are neyer 
literally remitted anyway; opera- 
tional overhead must be deducted. 
Still, if the balance were to come 
to. $10,000,000, the American com- 
panies would be nicked for $2,600,- 
000 annually at the official rate 
of international exchange. 

Also to be considered is the vary- 
ing open market rate of bartering 

(Continued on page 16) 


Venice Puzzles On 
Bitter Victory 


Rome, Aug. 13. 

Considerable uncertainty per- 
sists in these parts concerning the 
country of origin of one of the of- 
ficial entries at the upcoming Ven- 
ice Film Festival. Picture is “Bit- 
ter Victory,” Columbia release 
which was made in France and 
Africa by producer Paul Graetz. 

Some sources say it’s French; 
others insist its American. Venice 
merchants upon inquiry say they're 
awaiting the decision of “compe- 
tent authorities.” 

Motion Picture Export Assn. 
fears the present confusion might 
lead to embarrassment unless the 
matter is cleared up pronto. 

Coincidentally, another Venice 
entry is “Golden Virgin.” This also 





is a Columbia picture—and it was) 


made in England and Ireland. 


Motion Picture Pioneers’ 
Cash Balance, $119,837; 
Plate to Cohn’s Widow 


As a result of an increase in con- 
tributions, with atotal of $7,327 
being collected from May 1 to July 
31 of this year, the Motion Picture 
Pioneers now has a cash balance of 
$119,837. 

For the fiscal year ended April 
30, the industry organization paid 
out a total of $20,031 for assistance 
to Pioneers, with $18.605 going for 
financial aid, $526 for medical ex- 
penses and $900 for funeral ex- 
penses. Administrative expenses 
for the philanthropic group totalled 
$1,241. 

At the MPP’s last board, presi- 
dent Ned Depinet suggested that 
the board be increased from 24 to 
36. A study of the by-laws is being 
made to decide if such an increase 
is permissible. 

The board approved a proposal 
for the presentation of a silver plat- 
ter with appropriate inscription to 
Mrs. Jack Cohn, widow of the late 
Columbia exec, at the next annual 
banquet. The award is to reflect 
the sentiments of the industry and 
Pioneers as an indication of the 
“warmth of feeling, love, and re- 
spect for Jack Cohn, as founder of 
the Pioneers and Foundation, and 
for his contribution to the industry 
as a whole.” 








Eric Pleskow, UA’‘s general man- 
ager in Germany, heads back to 
Frankfurt this week. Was in town 
for the birth of a daughter, Mich- 
elle, born to Mrs. Pleskow (who's 
staying on) Saturday (10). 


is subject in+ 








3 UA EXECS TO EUROPE 
Krim, Picker, Youngstein Check 
Upcoming Prod 





luctions 





Trio of United Artists execs took 
off for Europe this week in con- 
|nectiom with one of the heaviest 
| production schedules the company 
|}has had in recent years. Off to 
|tour the Continent are Arthur B. 
|Krim, president; Arnold Picker, 
foreign operations chief, and Max 
|E. Youngstein, homeoffice v.p. 

They'll be calling on UA per- 
sonnel and indie producers now 
| at work on future releases, 
Company now has five produc- 
| tions now before the cameras, five 
ready to start shortly and four in 
the editing stage. 


Bid Senate Dig 
Expose Boycott 


| Senate Rackets Committee, 
| whose continuing labor union hear- 
ings are copping newsprint and 
television attention, has been asked 
by a Hollywood producer to in- 
vestigate a boycott of his picture. 
Film-maker is Lindsley Parsons 
who claims that exhibitors in Port- 
|land, Ore., and Seattle cancelled 
bookings of his “Portland Expose” 
under the obvious influence of 
“some pressure groups or powerful, 
interested individuals‘” 

Theatremen reneged on showing 
the film after premiere engage- 
ments had been set for these two 
cities and other northwest areas, 
P&rsons stated in a letter addressed 
to Sen. John McClellan, chairman 
of the upper house probers. 

Film itself is a fictionalzed “ex- 
ploitation special,” based on press 
accounts of the Senate unit’s previ- 
| Ous onceover of labor-management 

activities in the northwest. 

While the Parsons letter on first 
impression was taken as a pitch 
for publicity, tradesters pointed out 
that loss of the Seattle-Portland 
area for “Expose” could be eco- 
nomically serious for the picture. 
Because of the immediacy of the 
theme bookings in the territory 
could yield substantially more rev- 
enue than is normal for product of 
this type in general. In other words, 
‘Parsons and his distributor, Allied 
Artists, would prefer the market 
outlets (no new exhibition dates 
have been set thus far) than what- 
ever spotlighting the picture might 








tions. 

According to AA, licensing agree- 
ments had been set for “Expose” 
by a combination of drive-ins and 
conventional theatres. 

Said Parsons to McClellan: “Rea- 
sons advanced by theatreowners 
for the cancellation have been eva- 
sive. No exhibitor has given a 
direct answer to the question of 
who told him not to play the pic- 
ture. We feel we have sufficient 
reason to suspect that concerted 
pressure was placed on these thea- 
tres but that only a Congressional 
inquiry can determine these facts. 

“We, therefore, respectfully sub- 
mit that your committee give the 
matters its consideration.” 


METRO’S 1959 PLUM: 
‘BELLS’ WITH HOLLIDAY 


Metro has closed a package deal 
for-the Broadway musicomedy hit 
“The Bells Are Ringing” and for 
Judy Holliday to recreate her legit 
starring role in the film version of 
the Betty Comden-Adolph Green- 
Jule Styne musical. Price was un- 
derstood to be in excess of $500,- 
000 plus a percentage of the pic- 
ture. 

Under the terms of the deal, the 
film version cannot be released 
until 1959. 

Deal was negotiated by Abe Last- 
fogel and Irving Lazar on behalf 
of the authors, Lastfogel repping 
Styne only. 








OZONERS SWELL 
FIGURES OF 194¢ 


Generally overlooked in all ap- 
praisals of the current soft box- 
office is the fact that nation’s thea- 
tres have to fill more than twice as 
many seats as they did 10 years 
ago. This factor, plus the admitted 
heavy inroads made by television, 
has increased the task of the in- 








receive as a result of the cancella-| 


dustry’s business building cam- 
paign. 

According to availatle statistics, 
|the total seating capactiy in the 
|mation’s theatres, both drive-ins 
|and four-wall, was 11,961,000 in 
| 1946. The 1956 capacity, based on 
| estimating four seats for each car 
in a drive-in, is 26,676,000. The 
| four-wall capacity alone in 1956 
was 12,191,000 seats as compared 
with 11,661,000 in 1946. 

These figures tend to dispute the 
prophets of doom who were pre- 
dicting mass closings of theatres. 
To be sure, there has been @ con- 
siderable shifting of the seating 
capacity. in the New York metro- 
| politan area, for example, the seat- 
ing capacity probably is the same 
as it was 10 years ago, but the tre- 
mendous shift to the surburbs, 
plus the expansion in the number 
of drive-ins in the periphery of the 
N.Y. territory, conceivably re- 
sulted in a relocation in the seating 
capacity and left the in-city houses 
in a dire position. This situation 
apparently can be applied to other 
metropolitan areas in other key 
cities in the United States. 

The industry, in its analysis of 
the soft b.o., has apparently failed 
to take into consideration that 
there are currently more seats to 
fill. If the seating capacity were 
the same as it were in 1946, many 
theatres, it’s felt, would be doing 


(Continued on page 20) 


‘10 C’s’ (300 Dates) 
Stands at $23,000,000 


Updated “Ten Commandments” 
figures from Paramount: Total 
gross at the Criterion passed the 
$2,000,000 mark via the 40-week 
(and still going) N. Y. run. 

Boxoffice take on 300 engage- 
ments now $23,000,000. 














E. BRACKEN, DISTRIB 


Company Imports Three 
From Britain 


Actor’s 





Bracken Productions, a new dis- 
tribution company organized by 
actor Eddie Bracken, has acquired 
the distribution rights to three 
pictures produced by Amalgamated | 
Productions, a U. S. producing | 
outfit which makes its films in 
London.. Amalgamated is headed 
by producers Richard Gordon and 
Charles F. Vetter Jr. 

Pictures acquired by the Brack-| 
en firm include “The Crooked 
Sky,” starring Wayne Morris and 
Karin Booth; “Kill Me Tomorrow,” 
starring Pat O’Brien and Lois| 
Maxwell; and ~ “Million Dollar | 
Manhunt,” starring Richard Den- 
.ning and Carole Mathews. 


In B. A. Johnston 
Needs Diplomacy 


| 

Eric Johnston's tasks in Buenos | 
Aires, where he recently arrived | 
as representative of America’s Mo- | 
tion Picture Assn., are not going 
to be easy. The situation in Argen- 
tina is taut to start with. A scarring 
battle over many years between the 
Argentina producers, close to Peron 
in his day and beneficiaries of 
many favors from the Dictator, and 
the country’s film theatre oper- 
ators has lately taken on the sav- 
age implications of mob warfare. 
Apparently the Associated Press, 
via a pickup from Varrety and in 
turn printed in “Clarin,” a B.A. 
paper, provoked much attention in 
the latin republic to the delicate 
balance between the film industries 
of the two countries. Of constant 
concern to North American dis- 
tributors is the low admission scale 





See 





(Continued on page 16) 





National Boxoffice Survey 





Big Product Keeps Trade Strong; ‘Pride’ Cops Ist, 
*80 Days’ 2d, ‘Affair’ 3d; ‘Band,’ ‘Silk’ Next | 





| 





Probably the greatest number of 
click pix this summer are current- 
ly out in release, and trade over 
the country reflects this. Rain and 
cooler weather in many sections 
plus mild temperatures even in 
many of hottest areas naturally are 
proving a help. 

“Pride and Passion” (UA) is the 
new boxoffice champ this session, 
taking over first place from an- 
other United Artists release, 
“Around World in 80 Days,” 
which was held No. 1 spot for many 
weeks. 
close second. 

“Affair to Remember” (20th) 
again is landing in third position, 
for second week ‘Th a row. “Band 
of Angels” (WB), showing a sur- 
prising burst of strength, is cop- 
ping fourth money whereas a 
week ago it was spotty. 

“Silk Stockings” (M-G) is finish- 
ing fifth while “Jeanne Eagels” 
(Col), a comparative newcomer, is 
capturing sixth position. “Seven 
Wonders of World” (Cinerama) 
will be seventh as it nears the end 
of longruns in some keys. 


climbing to efghth place, largely by 
dint of a tremendous week at the 
N. Y. Paramount. “Bambi” (BV) 
(reissue) is taking ninth money. 
“10 C’s” (Par), long on top of heap, 
will be 10th. “Hatful of Rain” 
(Par), a fresh entry, is landing 11th 
place. “Night Passage” (U), sixth 
lest session, rounds out the Top 
12 list. 

“Tammy and Bachelor” (U), 





‘80 Days” is finishing a. 


“Loving You” (Par) and “Can Sue-| 
cess Spoil Rock Hunter?” (20th) | 
are runner-up pix in that sequence. | 
More attention apparently has) 
been drawn to “Tammy” by the) 
song of same tag which currently 
is No. 2 on Variety's list of top) 
tunes. 

“Omar Khayyam” (Par) looms as 
one of most promising i thaecerninet 
in current round. It shapes big in| 


Omaha, socko in Portland, stout in | 


Philly and fair in Balto. “Fuzzy | 
Pink Nightgown" (UA) looks fair- 
ish in Providence. “3:10 to Yuma” 


(Col), also new, is rated fancy in| 


Having Elected to Use Bestsellers, 
Producers Add Insult to Injury 


By Slams 


at Film ‘Originals’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
The original screenplay is on the 
decline in Hollywood, mostly be- 
cause pix producers want to play 
it safe with story properties pre- 


tested as plays, novels or tv scripts. 


Frank Nugent, prexy of Screen 
Writers Branch of Writers Guild 
of America West, made this obser- 


| vation over the weekend, adding, 


“They say that original screenplays 
today as lousy. Recent jibes by 
producers and actors have laid the 
ills of the industry on the door of 


the writer. Yet they've done ev- 
erything possible to eliminate 
originals.” 


Advice has filtered down, through 
agents, to writers not to do origi- 
nal stories for the screen, because 
producers aren't interested, Nugent 
continues. More and more writers 


}are aiming their product toward 


other media, which eventually finds 
its way back into pix in the way of 
story material purchases. Newest 
development here is the paperback 
novel, Nugent contends, and points 
to Gold Medal (Fawcett Publica- 
tions) label, which has sold 40 
origina! novels to pix via the paper- 
back route. 

“There should be a more inter- 
ested market for original screen- 
plays,” Nugent declared. “They 
should be welcomed by the studios 
with the same avidity that they 

(Continued on page 20) 


TV Deadbeating 
Film Stars’ Tab 


Film companies are beginning to 
kick re the growing tendency of 
television shows to try and get 
Hollywood to foot the bill for the 
appearance of stars on the air. 

Matter is to be brought to the 
early attention of the ad-pub direc- 
tors committee of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America. 

Several video shows of late, 
while eager for screen talent to 
appear on the air, have argued that 
their budgets are insufficient to 
pay even minimum and that the 
film company should put up the 
coin. Oné such incident involved 
Dave Garroway's “Today” show on 
NBC: 

Film companies feel that they 
shouldn't be asked to do everything 
short of putting on the show them- 
selves. Also, they're reluctant to 
go for any such arrangements, the 
reasoning being that the practice 
could easily spread. TV argument 
is that the plug delivered by the 
visiting star should be sufficient 
reason for the film company to 
open its pocket. 


Stanley-Technicolor Deal 
For Cinerama Overseas 
Goes Dead on Cash Slant 








“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) is | 


Denver where it was world| The proposed deal between Stan- 
preemed. |ley Warner and Technicolor for 
“Man on Fire” (M-G), fine in| the latter to take over SW’s Cin- 
Chi, is not so big in Toronto. “Love | erama interests abroad has been 
in Afternoon” (AA), fine in Chi| called off. Inability to get together 
and L. A., shapes stout in Cincy.|on the price, said to have been 
“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA), | $8,000,000, led Techni to decide 
still on initial date in N. Y., con-|to seek diversification in ‘other 
tinues strong. | areas 
“Beau James” (Par), sturdy in Stanley wanted immediate cash 
L. A., shapes fine in Toronto and for use by its subsidiary, Interna- 
good in Denver. “Doctor at Large” | tional Latex Corp., which has been 
(U) still is smash in N. Y. “Fire rapidly expanding and is proving 
Down Below” (Col), no good in/|a solid source of income for the 
Minneapolis, looms lofty in N. Y.| theatre chain. Meanwhile, it ap- 
“Gun Glory” (M-G) is rated dis-| pears that Stanley plans to con- 
appointing currently, showing up| tinue the Cinerama operation ag- 
with only three okay dates. “Be-| gressively. It has a new picture— 
ginning of End” (AB-PT), wow in “Search for Paradise’— opening 
Detroit, looks tall in Frisco. | shortly and has another one—“Cin- 
“Dino” (AA) shapes fair in L. A.| erama-South Seas”— currently in 
“Interlude” (U) is fine in Minne-| production. Negotiations are also 
apolis. “Run of Arrow” (RKO-U) | taking place for the start of an- 
is rated fast in Portland. | other Cinerama film. Latter would 
(Complete Boxoffice Reports on|be the sixth in the three-strip 
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Closed-Circuit and Film Houses 


Split Sept. 23 Bout B.0. 50-50 





Theatre 
theatres carrying the  big-sereen 


telecast of the Ray 


closed-circuit 

Robinson-Carmen Basilio world 
middleweight championship bout 
on Sept. 23 will split the boxof- 


fice gross on a 50-50 basis. That’s 


the basic agreement Nate Halpern, 
TNT, prexy, has set with theatres 
for the upceming event, the first 
theatre closed-circuit attraction 
since the Rocky 


Moore heavyweight championship | F 


fight in Sept., 1955. 

Halpern's deal ealls for a mini- 
mum of $1.35 per seat sold. It's 
anticipated, therefore, that general 
admissions, depending on city and 


lofation, will vary from $2.70 to 
$3.50. The 50-50 split is on the 
total gross, without theatres de- 
ducting operating expenses of cost 
of the local loop. - Long line 
charges, of course, are paid for by | 
TNT. A hefty portion of TNT's 
take from the gross goes to the 


International Boxing Ciub, 
moters of the fight. 
According to early reports, the 
number of theatres participating 
in the Robinson-Basilio contest will 
exceed the record 133 locations in 
93 cities chalked up by the Mar- 
ciano-Moore fight. A total of 51 
theatres have already been cleared, 
including a number of circuits, and 
it’s anticipated that 100 more the- 
atres will be added to the network 
before the fight. A 50-mile radius 
of New York extending from the 
Yankee Stadium, where the bout 
will take place, will be blacked out. 


WB Moves in Oct. 
To 666 Fifth Ave. 


pro- 


Warner Bros. will move to its 
new homeoffice headquarters at 
666 Fifth Avenue in mid-October. 


The film company will be the first 
tenant in the new building which 
is currently being completed. WB 
will occupy all of the seventh floor 
and about half of the sixth floor. 

At the time of the move, the film 
company will abandon its 10-story 
building at 321 W. 44th Street, be- 
tween 8th and 9th Avenues, and 
will join the parade to the east 
side of town. Columbia is now at 
711 Fifth Ave. and Universal is on 
Park Ave. 

In contemplation of the move to 
Fifth Ave. WB recently moved 
its reproduction and some of its 
accounting department to a low 
rent area at 13th St. & Broadway. 
At this location, where the cost 
per square foot of space is approxi- 
mately half of that of the Fifth 
Ave. location, the mass typing and 
mimeographing tasks and much of 
the accounting work requiring 
business machines are done. Direct 
phone service, facimile machines 
and motorcycle messengers are em- 
ployed for quick contact with. the 
homeoffice. WB's policy has raised 
the question in industry that per- 


Network Television and¢ 





| 





haps many of the office functions | 
of a film company can be shifted | headquartering in Paris. 


of cheaper office space. 


SOPHIA LOREN UPROOTS 
NEWSMEN ON SUNDAY 


Washington, Aug. 13. 


to areas 








Sophia Loren proved a strong 
enough attraction to lure over 30 
capital reporters from their usual 
Sunday (11) relaxaticn to a late 
afternoon press conference. Most 


of the scribes were there on a 
“busman's holiday,” though the 
Wire services assigned reporters to 
cover the Loren arrival and press 
huddle 

Accompanying the Italian act- 
was Cary Grant, her co-star in 
iount’s “Houseboat,” as well 
Mel Shavelson and 
pro er Jack Rose. The four- 
some ong with other cast mem- 
bei |! a full shooting crew, 
started Washington location chores 

12), with a timetable 

a 10-12 day schedule. 
ovel aspect of the Wash- 
ington shooting will be a free 
“pops” concert at the outdoor 
Watergate Theatre, with about 
5,000 spectators included in back- 
ground shots. The cuffo perform- 
ance will be in direct competition 
with the commercial stint of an- 
other Paramount star—Bob Hope, 


Para 
as ¢ 


ilrector 


yeste 
calling 
Mo: 


| booking” to 


Two London Cinemas 


To Try Smoking Ban 
London, Aug. 13. 

Two London (film theatres, 

owned by Capital and Provincial 

News Theatres Ltd. are to ban 

smoking on two nights a week. 

The ban starts next week and will 


Mareiano-Archie ; continue for an experimental pe- 


iod. If the experiment proves a 
success, the idea might be extend- 


led to other houses in the group. 


Since the British Medical Asso., 
issued a scare warning about the 
connection between smoking and 
lung cancer, several pix houses in 
the Midlands and the North of 
England have tried similar experi- 
ments. 


‘Curse of Frankenstein’ 
A Payoff Blessing At 





Times Square Paramount . 


Rarely has a motion picture 
stirred so much comment ee 
the film trade itself as that 
“Curse of Frankenstein” at New 
York's Paramount Theatre. Book: | 
ing of the feature in itself was | 
regarded as a curiosity, for here | 
was (or, so it was suspected) just | 
another of many entries focusing | 
on that criminally-minded make-| 
shift monster put together with aj} 
do-it-yourself kit. 


Add to this it was made in 


England with a cast virtually un- 


known in the States. 


So why United Paramount's flag- | 
1} ship house on Times Square? The 


answers ranged from “desperation 
“routine filler—until 
an ‘A’ product comes along.” 


The picture opened last week | 


and to the surprise of very few, 
if any, the reviews were short of 
favorable. 

To the surprise of many: 
of Frankenstein” 
in the first week. A man at War- 
ners, distributor of the import, says 
this is the biggest take for a pic- 


“Curse 


ture sans stageshow at the theatre | 


in two years. 
The key angle has been the 
“sell.” Although many of the re- 


viewers found the screen monster | 


not such a hideous creature after 
all (and some of them, as a matter 
of fact, found him a rather tepid 
citizen), Warner ads on the same 
pages with the notices urged the | 
public to come but “please don’t | 
faint.” 


The campaign right along has | 


been corn on the macabre (quoted) 


—strictly a message about Dr. | 


Frankenstein's _ electrically-resusi- 


tated cadaver—but delivered with | 


tongue in cheek. 
But it was provocative, as wit- 
ness the results. 


Jerry Juroe’s Paris Job 


Jerry Juroe this week was 
named director of promotion for 
“Ten Commandments” in Europe, 





Fer several years he was head 
of the radio-television promotion 


|department at the Paramount stu- 





dio,and during the past year, work- 
ing in Europe, handled publicity 
assignments on~- Warners’ “Prince 
and the Showgirl” and United Art- 
ists’) “Paris Holiday.” 





Europe to N. Y. 


Karl Bernstein 
Dick Gardner 
Henry Grossman 
Sol Hurok 
Marcel Marceau 
Peter Myers 


N. Y. to Europe 
Robert Alan Aurthur 
Mrs. Tobe C. Davis 
Walter L. Kirschenbaum 
Jeanne L. Meyer 
Gianna Segale 
Robert S. Taplinger 


L. A. to N. Y. 


John Cassavetes 
Mary Fickett 
Dean Jennings 
Fred S. Meyer 
George Montgomery 
Henry Onorati 
Irving Rapper 

Dore Schary 
Charles Tobias 
Midge Wase 


grossed $70,000 | 


|Cleveland’s Affectionate 


Bye-Bye to I. J. Schmertz. 


Cleveland, Aug. 13. 
I. J. (Izzy) Schmertz, retiring | 
from 20th-Fox after more than a} 


half-century of service, last week! be titled “Gunfight at A.K. Cosral” 





New York Sound Track 





Mayer vs. Vogel in N.Y., or Goldwyn vs. Et al in San Francisco could 


(per Jack Perlis). 


| was warmly kudosed by nearly 300|. Market Relations Network, the’ David Karr-Henry Hillman firm has 
local showmen and kissed by Jayne | fought in other wars of show biz. Outfit worked for the attorneys of 


Mansfield. 
and the actress’ endearments were 
|pestowed at a Variety Club fare- 
well banquet at the Hotel Statler. 
It was a parade down memory 
lane for Schmertz, who’s been thé 
local Fox branch manager for over 
1'30 years. Marshall Fine, Variety 
Club prez, and other speakers re- 
called Schmertz’s start as an office 
boy for William Fox when the lat- 
ter formed his Greater New York 
Film Rental Co. in 1904. 
Flashbacks of the veteran’s 
climb as Fox’s assistant bookkeep- 
er, then office manager and the 
company’s first branch manager 
were dramatized with affectionate 
Yee and nostalgia. At 66, after 52 
years with the same firm, he is 
| retiring to a new home in Miami 
Beach. 
Contingent of Fox brass from 
| the New York homeoffice included 
| Alex Harrison, general sales man- 
lager; Glenn Norris, Central-Cana- 
dian division manager; Thomas 
McCleaster, Central district man- 
ager; Roger Ferri and Jack Bloom. 
| Miss Mansfield was in town to help 
* | plug “Will Suecess Spoil Rock 
| Hunter?” 


Howard Le Sieur 
Exits Columbia 





Howard Le Sieur, Columbia’s di- 
tector of advertising and publicity 
since December, 1951, bowed out 
of the company this week. Replac- 
ing him is Robert S. Ferguson, as- 
sistant ad-pub chief. 

Le Sieur’s contract, which was to 
expire at the end of this year, was 
| amicably settled, he said. Prior to 
joining Col the exec was advertis- 
ing manager at United Artists at 
the time Col v.p. Paul Lazarus was 
|UA's ad-pub director and also 
headed the ad-pub department at 
Eagle Lion Classics. 

Ferguson has been with Col 17 
years, starting in the press book 
esterase and as an advertising 


copywriter, He became press book 
manager in 1946. 

Le Sieur’s exit, along with other 
personnel changes at Col, have 
j been the subject of industry ru- 
}mors for some time. However, 
| there have been no official disclos- 
ures of any other shifts at this 
| time. 


‘DEAD SEA SCROLLS’ 
AS FEATURE PICTURE 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

combination animation - liye 
film based on Millar Bur- 
rows “The Dead Sea Scrolls” will 
mark veteran commercial films 
producer John Sutherland’s debut 
in the major field early next year. 
Film, budgeted at $1,500,000, will 
be shot in Technicolor’s new wide- 
screen process Technirama, both 
fon location in Jordan and Israel 
and in Sutherland’s Hollywood 
studios. 

Omar Garrison 





} 


\ 
action 


is writing the 


book and interviews with leading 
|scholars who have worked on the 
| serolls. Studio artists have devel- 
}oped a new animation process 
; which will be utilized for the first 
| half of the film, covering the period 
| when the scrolls were written. Live 
Forge takes over for the latter 
half of the filfh, beginning with 
| the discovery of the scrolls by a 
|} goatherd a few years ago. 

| Sutherland is completing ar- 
}rangements for a survey of the 
|near east for location sites and is 
| dickering with the Brazilian com- 
par Heitor Villa-Lobos to do the 


| score. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Paul W. Benson 
Emmett R. Callahan 
Alfred E. Daff 
Abel Green 

Bill Hendricks 

Inez Karma 

Ely Landau 

George Margolin 
Milton R.- Rackmil 
Daniel Stern 

Syd Silverman 
Charlotte Van Lein 





screen story on the basis of the|. 





His colleague's plaudits | 20th-Fox when the latter was in a proxy battle with Charies Green. 


| Also represented Milton Rackmil and Decca when the record company 
was threatened with a proxy battle. Karr recorded his experience in 
proxy battles in a book titled “Fight for Control.” 

Film industry is like the proverbial Irishmen who fight among them- 
selves until an outsider comes along. Witness the number of top execs 
who joined in tribute to Joe Vogel as Pioneer of the Year. And-Ned 
Depimet personally saw to it that wide press coverage was given... 
Louis Berg now working with Fred Goldberg on the “Bridge Over the 
River Kwai” campaign. Berg was This Week’s motion picture editor 
until the Sunday supplement dropped the department . . . Colun:bia 
got Gov. Stephen McNichols to wire all of the company’s branch man- 
agers re the highly-publicized and successful “3:10 to Yuma” junket in 
Denver ... “Witness for the Prosecution” budgeted at $2,000,000. 

Roy Norr, formerly chief aide to Will Hays in the old MPPA era and 
thereafter for years with David Sarnoff at RCA, is continuing his cam- 
paign against the demon weed. Testifying before a Congressional com- 
mittee the other day, he charged greatest bar to preventable cancer in 
U.S. “is the false, metetricious and misleading advertising of most of 
the big six in the tobacco industry—the six that control 98% of the 
business.” Norr is part of the campaign to have tobacco legally defined 
as a drug thus under regulation of its claims. 

“Premiums” will be close to a $2-billion business in 1957, per Gerdon 
C. Bowen, head of the Premium Advertising Assn. which convenes Sept. 
9-12 at the Hotel Astor with 259 exhibits arranged via Arthur Tarshis 

. . Ex-Harper’s Bazaar drama editor Dorothy Wheelock was with 
Bernice Fitz-Gibbons only to speed latter’s autobig to publisher and is 
now in the “have typewriter-will-travel” status . .. Arthur Kober back 
from two months in Paris sporting a goatee—he’s completing a play 
for Robert Whitehead . . . Artkraft-Straus, largest (90%) of the electric 
sign companies on Broadway , has a new PR rep, Paul Gilbert. 

Sir George Jessel, chairitiaa of the Imperial Continental Gas Assn. 
and not to be confused with his American namesake, arrived in New 
York yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen Elizabeth accompanied by Lady 
Jessel . . . Paula Bronstein Landry is now executive vice president of 
SeAir Travel Inc. in Manhattan ... Ed Corley will be editor of new 
arts and amusements monthly forthcoming localli in autumn under 
title Phoenix. 

WB's had four of the “ugliest men in the world” lined up to accept 
an award at the “Curse of ‘Frankenstein” premiere, but not a single 
one showed up .. . Boris Karloff set to star in “Dracula’s Curse,” which 
Amalgamated Productions will shoot at the MGM Studios in London 
in October ... Film importer George Margolin off to the Venice Film 
Festival . . . Metro’s “Raintree County” will have its world premiere 
at Brown's Theatre, Louisville on Oct. 2 . . . David Dash, formerly of 
Cornell Films, has resigned to organize Carouse} Films. Company will 
distribute 35m and 16m non-theatrical subjects. It also acquired for 
theatre distribution 13 films made abroad by Burt Balaban . . . Scaroon 
Manor, New York State resort where WB will shoot “Marjorie Morn- 
ingstar,” is cashing in by taking ads in U.S. and Canadian papers an- 
nouncing its selection . .. Walter Bibo and George Weiss have com- 
pleted two new exploitation pix which they'll release as a package— 
“Gangdom’'s Last Stand” and “New York After Midnite.’ ... Ernest 
Hemingway may fiy to Hollywood from Cuba late this month to catch 
some of the final scenes of “The Old Man and Sea” at Warners. 

Dividend of 13%4 cents per share on Allied Artists 542% cumulative 
convertible preferred stock is payable Sept. 15 to stockholders of record 
Sept. 3. . . Speaking of stock quotations, dividends and so on (as 
Variety always is) an English newspaper the other day spoofed on 
Eisenhower's health and the state of Wall St. “confidence.” Text reads 
as follows: 

ADVICE TO INVESTORS 

President breakfasts on prunes and cereal. Buy sound industrials. 

President’s lunch. First course, minced chicken: buy U.S. bonds, 
Second course, pumpkin pie: sell U.S. bonds. 

President takes bicarbonate of soda. Sit tight on industrials: bicarb. 
might do the trick. President says he is feeling better: buy in U.S. bonds 
at lower price. 

President dines on meat balls and spaghetti: sell U.S. bonds at any 
price. President follows up with blueberry pie: sell industrials. Pres- 
ident passes up plate for second helping: buy revolver, 

Actor Marshall Thompson signed to a two-picture deal by Amalga- 
mated Productions. Starts with “Fiend Without a Face,” which rolls 
in London in September . . . Paddy Chayefsky’s “The Goddess” has 
moved from the Gold Medal Studios in the Bronx to a location site in 
Ellicott City, Md. City was selected for the dubious honor of being 
the site for a number of scenes depicting a depression-ridden southern 
community ... Stanley Warner exec Nat Lapkin on Coast to confer 
with Carl Dudley on the production progress on “Cinerama South 
Seas.” Dudley has been filming in Tahiti . . . Baum-Newborn now rep- 
resenting Eric Maria Remarque in all fields as well as for pix . . . Don- 
ald M. Crawford elected treasurer and controller of ABC Vending 
Corp: . . . Anthony Mann Productions has acquired film rights to a 
single chapter of Irving Wallace’s “The Square Peg” as a starring 
vehicle for Charlton Heston. Chapter concerns adventures cf James A. 
Harden-Hickey, an American who declared himself king of Trinidad 
. According to Commerce Dept. figures complied by Popular Science 
magazine, film expenditures plummeted from $17 per person in 1946 
to $8 in 1955, while expenditures for home electronic entertainment 
(tv and hi-fi sets) shot from $12 per person in 1946 to $18 in 1955... 
Harrison C. Reader, head of Peak Productions, to the Coast after re- 
turning from London where he completed “End of the Line” .. . 
Samuel Cohen, United Artists foreign publicity manager, marked his 
25th anni in the post this week. 

“God's Little Acre,” the Erskine Caldwell yarn, is not the biggest 
bestseller and Ted Loeff, publicity director of the upcoming Anthony 
Mann production for Security Pictures and United Artists, is minus 
that handle. He’d based his campaign on Caldwell’s book being tops 
(except the Bible). Now seems that Dr. Benjamin Spock’s “Common 
Sense Book of Baby and Child Care” has passed the “Acre” sales, and 
the campaign now allows for “Acre” as only the “best-selling novel.” 
Audited figures put the “Acre” sales as of June 30, 1957, at 7,166,914 
copies domestically and 985,937 foreign. The total—8,152,851, or 3,000,- 
000 more than Margaret Mitchell’s “Gone With the Wind.” There've 
been plenty “pirated” editions abroad. 

Warner Bros.’ publicity department is having difficulty trying to 
locate a late model rickshaw for “Sayonara” bally .. . 20th-Fox will re- 
lease six films in December... Arthur L. Wilde has been named pub- 
lic relations chief of C. V. Whitney Enterprises. He exited the Blowitz- 
Maskel publicity firm to accept the new post ... “Jamboree,” musical 
which Max Rosenberg is producing in N.Y., will be released by Warner 
Bros. . . . Feature film production is crowding out telepix at the Gold 


Medal Studios in the Bronx. The “Decoy” tv film series had to find 
new quarters when Harold Rebbins moved in to film his “Never Love a 
Stranger” for Allied Artists . . . Metro’s “Something of Value” ac- 
cepted as the official U.S. entry at the Venice film festival. 20th’s “Hat- 
ful of Rain” has been invited to participate ... Some of the theatres 


(Continued on page 20) 
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THUNDERBOLTS AT DISCOUNT 





Plot To Exclude Change? 


It ‘may be time for the vocal opposition of home-toll televi- 


sion, potentially a film medium, 


to stop crying wolf and to ad- 


dress itself to real rather than fancied aspects of the problem. 





For several years, the anti-toll faction, which now also has its 
spokesmen in Congress, has predicted the doom of “free” tele- 
vision should the Federal Communications Commission author- 
ize over-the-air pay tv. The latest statement comes from N. Y. 
City Council president Abe Stark to the effect that, if pay-as- 
you-see becomes a reality, it will deprive the nation of virtually 
every type of programming now enjoyed gratis. 


Others have stated flatly that, if home-toll is allowed to come, 
it will spell the doom of the networks. These arguments, valid 
as they may be in the light of ultimate experience, nevertheless 


ignor the one essential factor. 


Home-toll cannot survive unless 


the public supports it. And the public is possessed of a fine sense 


of when it is being gypped. 





Fee-teevee, which may be destined to arrive by local circuitry 
and thus outside FCC control, seemingly must be confined to 
certain limited peak hour periods, It can thrive only if it pre- 
sents programming for which the mass public is willing to shell 
out. To condemn it for the reason that it may ultimately affect 
free video, simply because it'll catch on with the public, is hardly 


in the spirit of American free and competitive enterprise. 


. 





There are plently of considerations on which home-toll can be 
legitimately attacked but to argue that it should not be tried 
since it could affect established methods of sponsored telecasting 
maybe doing the anti-toll cause more harm than good. 





Cable-TV Experiment Starts Oct. | 
In 28,000-Pop. Bartlesville, Okla. 





The Bartlesville, Okla. “tele- 
movie” project gets under way in 
earnest Oct. 1 when the system will 
start charging its subscribers, ac- 
cording to C. O. Fulgham, v.p. of 
Video Independent Theatres, 
which is backing the venture. 

The Bartlesville run will be the 
first of its kind. Largest possible 
number of homes will be wired and 
pictures, some of them firstrun, 
will be transmitted into the homes. 
There'll be a flat $9.50 monthly 
charge for the service. 

Fulgham said the local campaign 
to solicit subscribers will get under 
way this week in the town which 
has a population of some 28,000. 
Some 90% of the 8,000 homes 
have tv. Service actually will 
start during September, but only 
on a test basis. 

Plans call for two channels to be 
running concurrently over the 
same wire with product changes 
arranged in such a manner that a 
subscriber actually has the choice 
of a different picture every day. 
The wire is actually capable of car- 
rying five separate programs. 

Fulgham said the project would 
kick off with a minimum 1,500 to 
2,000 subscribers. Programming 
will run from 12 noon to midnight 
continusly. He said that “with 
one or two exceptions” all the film 
companies had agreed to cooperate. 
One of the distributors still unde- 
cided is 20th-Fox, which addition- 
ally has the problem of the Cine- 
maScope prints which must be un- 
squeezed. 

The Video chain’s exec said the 
companies understood that they 
couldn’t get much out of the run 
at the start. There are four the- 
atres in town—two drive-ins and 
two hardtoppers. All are operated 
by Video. 








Writers Plotting HQ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Writers Guild of America West 
has bought a lot for $89,500, for a 
site for its new buildng. WGAW 
is currently renting space on Sun- 
set Strip, but membership has 
authorized a new guild structure. 

Guild bought a lot at Almont 
Drive and Beverly boulevard, and 
deal has gone into escrow. At the 
last membership meeting, guild 
building committee was authorized 
to borrow $50,000 from the Screen 
Writers branch to be used in pur- 
chase of a lot. However, guild has 
received far more than that amount 
in pledges for the new building, 
since the meeting. 


NY's Abe Stark 
Eyes Courts If 
FCC OKs Pay-TV 


Arguing that “no speculator has 
the right to undermine free televi- 
sion viewing,” N. Y. City Council 
president Abe Stark recently 
served notice that he would go to 
court, if necessary, to prevent ap- 
proval of home-toll television by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, a 

Stark made his comments in a 
speech before the Affiliated Young 
Democrats in Brooklyn. Pay-tv, he 
said, “offers the public nothing new 
except a bill at the end of the 
month. If this speculative menace 














| barrage was directed at film critics. ) 


ever gains control over the nation’s 
television channels, the people will 
be deprived of countless sporting 
events, cultural programs, variety 
shows and spectaculars which are 
currently seen without cost under 
commercial and network sponsor- 
ship.” He challenged the right of 
any agency, other than the Con- 
gress, to authorize pay television 
on a permanent or temporary basis. 

Stark challenged the “double- 
pronged maneuver by a conniving 
syndicate to gain approval from the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion for a trial test of home-toll 
while conspiring with local authori- 
ties on the Pacific Coast for a 
"closed circuit system that would 
evade both the FCC and Congress.” 

The FCC still has under consid- 
eration a ruling that would author- 
ize te tests of -tv over 
the air. It is not competent where 
transmission over wires is con- 
cerned, 


WB, Par Joining 
Rock n'Roll Romp 


Recent success of several low- 
budget quickly-made rock 'n’ roll 
films is apparently intriguing a 
pair of major film companies to get 
into the act while the getting’s 
good. Asa result, both Paramount 
and Warner Bros. will shortly be 
represented by musical films that 
are being speedily turned out in 
New York studios. 

Warner refuses to apply the rock 
*n’ roll appellation te “Jamboree,” 
which indie producer Max Rosen- 
berg turned out in 17 days at Fox 
Movietone’s Manhattan studio. It 


prefers to describe what the. pic- 
. ture has to offer “as a new vogue 
(Continued on page 12) 





CTRANGE QUIET 
OF FIREBRANDS 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Theatremen in many parts of the 
country have become disenchanted | 
with the trade associations which 
over the years have had their sup- 
port. This is the report of certain 
tradesters in New York and the 
midwest who insist they've merely 
spotted the trend and have no par- 
tisan loyalties. 

Here’s what's happened: Exhib- 
itors are concerned with business 
eanditions to the extent that the 
local organizations are getting less 
and less of theig, attention. They're 
retaining membership status so as 
to continue a link with the industry 
at large, although in certain in- 
stances a moratorium on dues pay- 
ments has been declared. 

Leaders of certain of the trade 
groups are no longer regarded as 
the medicine men of the industry. 
Their cures for the industry ills 
either have been beyond reach or, 
reachable, havn't worked. 

Too, the leaders all seem to be 
suffering from larynx trouble, 
whereas in past their vocalistic 
outbursts had kept the rank-and- 
filers attentive. As one observer 
put it, the distributors are experi- 
encing rough times and there's no 
longer either profit or glory in at- 
tacking them. (It might be noted 
at this point that Allied States 
chairman Abram F. Myers’ last 





Col. H. A. Cole, longtime head 
of Texas Allied and equally long- 
time outspoken dissident, hasn't 
delivered a tirade against anyone 
for months. Bennie Berger has 
done a fade, vocalistically, and the 
North Central Allied which he nois- 
ly headed is now the quiet Exhibi- 
tors Trade Assn. 

Robert A. Wile left as exec sec- 
retary of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Ohio to join Levin Bros., 
Dayton circuit, amid reports that 
some members of the Buckeye 

(Continued on page 18) 





“Unsqueezing’ Slow Work; 
20th Has But One Unit; 
Bartlesville’s Faster Way 


Working with a single optical 
unit on the Coast, 20th-Fox figures 
it’ll take it two years to Unsqueeze 
its whole CinemaScope film crop 
tS date so as to make the pictures 
available for television. 

Work could be done faster via 
an electronic method which has 
been developed by Genera] Pre- 
cision’ Laboratories in connection 
with the Bartlesville, Okla., “tele- 
movie” experiment. With this 
method, a C’Scope print can be 


7 





(Continued on page 12) 


WB's Prince & Showgirl,’ 20th's ‘Sun’ 
July Runner-Up Pix to ‘80 Days’: 
Stronger Product Resists Wilting 


(Following the final week 
each month Variety publishes 
a progress report on the film 





July Golden Dozen | 


1. “Around World” (UA). boxoffices in the domestic mar- 
2. “Prince, Showgirl” (WB). ket. This is a summing up of 
3. “Island in Sun” (20th). the record that usually coin- 
4. “Il Wonders” (Cinerama). cides with the realistic rank- 
5. “Commandments” (Par). ings of current releases. 
6. “Night Passage” (U). However, the monthly survey 


“Delicate Delinquent” does not pretend to be fully 


(Par). national nor a tally of the 
8. “Sweet Smell Success” nation’s admissions. It is sub- 

(UA). _stance of reports filed week by 
9. “Bernardine” (20th). week by VARIETY correspond- 
10. “Fire Down Below” ‘Col’. ents in 24 key situations.— Ed. 
11. “Something Value” (M-G). While successive heat waves the 














Home-Toll and Advertising, Too 





Paramount Opens Demonstration of Its Telemeter 
Method in New York 


“Beau James” (Par). 
’ 
tt strong product from Hollywood and 
ar S a jan assist from the July 4 long 
; weekend maintained a healthy glow 
mark, plainly indicating that the 
publie will go to an air-conditioned 
theatre no matter what the weather 
out in selling Telemeter, the home- -. July ioe oon - = 
‘ _ | June. e opus too 
toll tv system which the film com lover top rung epening week and 
Hotel, New York, yesterday (Tues.). | the 35m version and with the same 
Par is bent on acquainting all terrific results. An example of this 
prominent persons in any way at is the Paramount Theatre (Reade) 
two weeks are reps of picture cei- | tion. 
panies, circuits, tv and radio broad-| “prince and Showgirl” (WB) is 
casters, city and state and federal capturing second place, the 
been devoting all his time to Tele- (20th) which was third in June, 
meter on the Coast, and Paul Mac-| wound up again in third position 
Namara, ad-pub v.p., are both biv- last month, indicating its sustained 
all the invitations, is pressing the 
point that Telemeter is the first of 
the toll systems to be publicly 
working on the promotion of Par 
pictures on a special assignment 
basis, h been shifted to tl 
-_ - ~e Matthew J. Fox has been active 
|on the stock dealing front of late, 
| having sold 107,246 shares of Guild 
of service, is recovering at Saint | and these are maintained as “coi- 
Francis Hospital in Poughkeepsie, | lateral against loans,” according to 
N. Y., from a kidney and gall blad- | reports filed with the Securities & 
‘also as “collateral against loans.” 
In other “insider” transactions, 
Herbert Lazarus, American Broad- 
ponding job at Loew’s), each sold 
| 500 shares of AB-PT common. This 
| left Lazarus with 1,000 shares and 





- International Telemeter, home- 
toll television system owned 90% 
by Paramount, can be put to use 
by commercial advertisers just as 
conventional tv operates. This was, 
disclosed in New York yesterday 
(Tues.) by Louis Novins, managing 
director, as the first of two weeks 
of demonstrations of Telemeter 
opened at the Savoy Plaza Hotel. 

He said that while pay-as-you- 
"see programming can be offered at 
varying times by the franchise op- 
erators in each area, off hours can 
be given to material sponsored by, 
perhaps, merchants who don't have 
local standard tv time available 
or can’t afford it. 

Exec noted that many towns 
don’t have tv stations in operation 
as a local ad medium and Tele- 
meter can fill this void 

Yesterday's session, attended by 
the trade and consumer press, was 
a repeat of the showings held ex- 








tensively on the Coast for some 


forepart of July produced some 
H jat firstrun situations. The first 
ard-Sell Setup 
if the product is big. 
pany controls. Two weeks of dem- never fell out of first position all 
all affected by the principle of toll engagement at Asbury Park N.J., 
government, education, labor, tal- Marilyn Monroe-Laurence Olivier 
ouacing in Gotham to help in the | (Continued on page 20) 
Telemeter campaign exclusively. 
1 as director of community rela-| Films common “to satisfy indebt- 
der operation. Exchange Commission. 
| casting-Paramount Theatres secre- 
| O’Brien with 5,100. 


time. Following the presentation, 
Novins and Par president Barney 
Balaban made themselves available 
to answer questions. 

The Par chief exec again, upon 
inquiry, said he felt home-tol! will 
cause the closing of marginal thea- 
tres at an accelerated pace but 
added, the foundation of Par’s rev- 
enue will still be conventional ex- 
hibition. He said that with continu- 
ing production cost increases “you 
have to jump across lines wher- 
ever you. can to obtain additional 
revenues.” 

In this connection Balaban re- 
lated that one exhibitor told him 
his, the exhib’s, community would 
yield via pay-for tv two and a half 
times the amount of distrib in- 
come than now gotten out of thea- 
tres. Prez also commented that a 
$3,000,000 domestic grosser is a 
successful picture but still is seen 
by only one out of six persons. 

(Continued on page 20) 


typical summer “dog days” at the 
jfive strongest pix at the wickets 
For Telemet 
or er “Around the World in 80 Days” 
onsirations of the closed-circuit | month. In addition, the epic has 
tv with its values. Invited to attend | where it's making bathing in the 
ent guilds and so on. {comedy holding near the top most 
drumbeating. Par president Barney 
Keeping Up With 
demonstrated. eeping Pp 
Arthur De Bra, who retired July 
tions for Motion Picture Associa-| edness.” He still holds 144,368 
Fox also is listed as owning 583,- 
tary, and Robert H. O’Brien, former 
Norton V. Ritchey, head of Al- 


boxoffice, a continued flow of 

jcame close to the $5,000,000 gross 

Paramount this week is going al! | (UA) came back into first place 

process began at the Savoy Plaza |heen launched in some spots with 

at specified times each day of the | adjacent ocean a secondary attrac- 

Lou Novins, Par officer who's of the month. “Island in Sun” 
Balaban, who's personally signing 

Al Margolies, who has been | Matty Fox Shares 

tion of America, afer many years | Shares via four holding companies 

|600 shares af C & C Super Corp., 

treasurer (he now has the corres- 

lied Artists International, unloaded 


| 6,000 shares of AA common, retain- 


ing 3,249. 
B. Gerald Cantor, National Thea- 


/tres board member, is continuing 
| with NT stock accumulations, hav- 
|ing picked up an additional 9,000 


shares. He now owns 35,000 shares. 


New ‘Monev Rack’ Gimmick 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 

A new twist to local exhibition's 
occasional guarantee—the adver- 
tised promise of your money back 
if you don’t like the picture—has 
been given by the nabe, arty Var- 
sity, in its current large amusement 
page display ads for “Tonight's the 
Night.” 

This time the theatre “guaran- 
tees” that ‘If Tonight's the Night’ 
doesn’t make you LAUGH OUT 
LOUD, be our guests at another 
movie.” 
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3:10 to Yuma 
Superior western which bears 
a strong family resemblance 
to “High Noon.” Marred by 
ending, but still stacks up as 
major b.o, 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 





Columbia production and release. Stars 
jlenn Ford, Van Heflin, Felicia Farr; 
eatures Leora Dana, Henry Jones, Rich- 


Kobert Emhardt, Producer, 
el. Director, Delmer Daves. 
Halsted Welles, from Elmore 


rd Jaeckel 
Pavia Heilw 
I Lawton 


creenplas 











Leonard story; camera, Charles 
Jr.; editor, Al Clark; art director, Frank 
Jotaling; music, composed by George 
Puinine conducted by Morris Stoloff. 
ithe song by Ned Washington and Dun- 
ing. Previewed, July 25, ‘57. Running 
time, 92 MINS 
Ben Wade «+» Glenn Ford 
Dan Evans .. Van Heftin 
Emmy . Felicia Farr 
Alice Evans .. Leora Dana 
lex Potter .. Henry Jones 
harlie Prince ......¢-+. Richard Jaeckel 
Mr. Butterfield ...... Robert Emhardt 
Bob Moons . Sheridan Comerate 
porneneet .... George Mitchell 
irnie Collins . Robert Ellenstein 
WEBOENA .. cccccectusescaben Ford Rainey 
Oe eee Barry Curtis 
Mark . Jerry Hartleben 
Aside from the fact that this is 
an upper-drawer western, with | 
both quality names and _ produc- | 
tion, “3:10 to Yuma” will strike | 


many for its resemblance to “High | 


| 


Noon.” It still stacks up as a ma-| 
jor entry, save for a_ contrived | 
finale which leaves a bad taste. 


With starring names (especially 
Glenn ford) of proven marquee 
value generally high grade 
quality, b.o. is indicated. | 

Offering is carefully mounted by | 
producer David Heilweil. Director | 
Delmer Daves continues to justify | 
his reputation as a rising talent in 
that department. That the climax 
fizzies must be laid on, doorstep of 
Halsted Welles, who had adapted 
Elmore Leonard's story quite well 
until that point, 

Ford portrays the deadly leader 
of a siickly professional outlaw 
gang, which holds up a ‘stagecoach. 
(Keynote to Ford's character is 
given early, when he coldly guns 
down one of his band.) 

Van Heflin, impoverished neigh- 
borhood rancher, helps capture 
Ford when the latter lags behind 
his gang, to dally with lovely, lone- 
ly town barmaid, Felicia Farr. But 
= gang is too strong for local 
awmen to handle. Stagecoach 
owner Robert Emhardt promises a 
large reward—which could bail out 


and 


Heflin’s drought-stricken ranch— 
to Heflin and the town drunk, 
Henry Jones. Idea is to hold Ford 
in another town, unknown to his 
gang, until daily train (3:10 of 
title) can take him to Yuma for 
trial. 

Here, story cleaves closely to 


“High Noon” formula, First, Ford's 
henchman, Richard Jaeckel, dis- 
covers the hideout. Then, one by 
one, Heflin’s supporters either de- 
sert him or are killed, leaving him 
to face the gang single-handed. 
Jeanwhile, proud and duty-bound 
leflin has threats and bribe offers 
from Ford to fight off. 

Weli-staged closing scenes has 
Ford's gang stalk Heflin and the 
gang leader through the deserted 
streets. But at the crucial moment, 
with no clear motivation, Ford 
himself helps Heflin carry out his 
mission, And then, te make Hef- 
lin’s cup run over, the drought 
which has been ruining his ranch 
is suddenly broken, 





Ford's switch-casting, as the| 
quietly sinister gang leader, is} 
authorative, impressive and suc-| 
cessful. That the ending betrays | 
him isn't his fault. Heflin 


meas- 
ures up fully and convincingly to| 
the rewarding role of the proud 
and troubled rancher. Miss Farr’s 
contribution is a short one, but she 
registers with a touching poignan- 
cy and a delicate beauty which 
promises well for her future. 

Supporting players, carefully 
cast, fully justify their choice. 
Leora Dana as Heflin’s understand- 
ing wife, Jones as the weakling 
who finds momentary strength be- 
fore he's brutally killed, and Eim- 
hardt as the employer who fails 
Heflin, are especially noteworthy. 
Jaeckel, as Ford's chief lieutenant, 
is hampered by a role a shade too 
simple-minded for complete ac- 
ceptance, but registers well none- 
theless. In jesser parts, Sheridan 
Comerate and Ford Rainey are es- 
ecially good, as are moppets 

arry Curtis and Jerry Hartleben 
as Heflin’s sons. 

Technical credits reflect pains- 
taking and skillful care, especially 
the fine camera work of Charles 
Lawton. Title song by Ned Wash- 
pasten and George Duning, sung 

y 
and by Norma Zimmer during the 

icture, is a well-written tune. 

owever, here too, it must bear 
the burden of likeness to “High 


Frankie Laine under credits | 


‘Blame Ours, Not Public’s’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Series of round table discus- 
sions on ills of film indus- 
try, with producers and all tal- 
ent guilds sitting in, is being 
proposed by Writers Guild of 
America West. Discussions 
would be open to the press, 
according, to Frank Nugent, 
prexy of Screen Writers Branch 
of WGAW. 

“Perhaps we should find out 
what’s wrong with us, instead 


Tip On a Dead Jockey 





(C’Scope) 
Pic takes some time to get 
rolling, but once it does, 


stacks up as satisfactory action 

offering and b.o. fare, 

Metro Production and Release. Stars 
Robert Taylor, Dorothy Malone. Co-stars 
|Gia Seala. Features Martin Gabel, Jack 
Lord, Mareel Dalio, Joyce Jameson. Pro- 
duced by Edwin H. Knopf. Directed by 
Richard Thorpe. Screenplay by Charles 
Lederer from an Irwin Shaw story in 
New Yorker magazine. Camera, George 
J. Folsey; editor, Ben Lewis; art direc- 
tors, William A. Horning,” Hans Peters: 
music, Miklos Rozsa. Song, “You Found 





of what’s wrong with the pub- 
lic,” Nugent comments. 








No Time for Tears 
(BRITISH-COLOR) | 





Leisurely, sentimental peep at 
life in a children’s hospital. 
Individually smooth thesping 
by Anna Neagle in routine 
b.o. offering. 


Jerome Kern and 
9, 


Me and | Found You.’ 
P. G. Wodehouse. Previewed, Aug. 
‘57. Running time, 98 MINS. 

Lloyd Tredman Robert Taylor 
Phyllis Tredman . Dorothy Malone 
Paquita Heldon Gia Scala 
Bert Smith . Martin Gabel 
Toto del Aro Marcel Dalio 
Jimmy Heldon 
Sue 


eeenenad ack Lord 


Fan Finley . Joyee Jameson 





’ 


Once this “Jockey” spurs up mo- 
mentum, film shapes as a solid, sat- 
isfactory action picture. However, 








| 
London, Aug. 13. | 

Associated British-Pathe release of 
Associated British (W. A. Whittaker) Pro- 
duction, Anna Neagle, George | 
Baker, } Syms, Anthony Quayle, | 
Flora Robson. Directed by Cyril Frankel. | 
Screenplay, Anne Burnaby; camera, Gil: | 
bert Taylor; editor, Gordon Pilkington; | 
music, Francis Chagrin. At Rialto Thea- | 
tre, London, Aug. 8, ’57. Running time, | 
86 MINS. | 





TRO MMOD 6 ci55s casecess Anna Neagle | 
Doctor Seagrave ...... Anthony Quayle 
Margaret . oo b0ees .... Sylvia Syms | 
ED voce esos Cvececcccecs George Baker | 
BEE “ccs tesesesecteces : Alan White | 
} Marian ........+¢++.++ Daphne Anderson 
The Surgeon .........- Michael Hordern 
Sister Birch ...... -«+. Flora Robson 





.. Joan Hickson 
Sophie Stewart 
Patricia Marmont 


Sister Duckworth 
Sister Willis ... 
Sister Davies .. 





Theatre Sister + Rosalie Crutchley 
Out-Patients’ Sister ....... Joan Sims 
8 TL rea Victor Brooks 
Mrs. Harris ....... «.+. Angela Baddeley 
re frre Adrienne Poster 
George ..... 





. Christopher Witty 


, ere “2 Jonathan Ley 
Timmy’s Mothgr .eee.. Josephine Stuart 
The Twins ..™..... The Boulting Twins 


Hospital life has long held an 
uncanny fascination for film pro- 
ducers, and staging “No Time for 
Tears” in a children’s hospital is 
a shrewd move for capturing the 
sentimental filmgoer. In Britain, 
the names of such favorites as 
Anna Neagle, George Baker, Sylvia 
Syms and Anthony Quayle, plus the 
appeal of a dozen or more screen 
moppets will help this routine 
comedy-weepie to success. But in 
the U. S., the ducat-buyers will be 
less malleable although the Anna | 
Neagle name means something. 

Anne Burnaby’s story introduces 
too many interwoven anecdotes. In 
her screenplay too many charac- 
ters are only superficially devel- 
oped and their personalities tend 
to get lost in the general scrim- 
mage. Director Cyril Frankel has 
done a conscientious job in trying 
to weave the many threads into a 
pattern which fits in to the authen- 
tic, though over-jolly, hospital at- 
mosphere. But the overall result 
of this uneasy blend of laughter 
and tears is flabby entertainment. 

The various story lines include 
the matron’s concern for two 
neglected children; a romance be- 
tween a probationer nurse and a 
philandering anaesthetist; the fight | 
to save a child from paralysis and 
blindness and a budding romance 
between a young girl and the boy | 
next door, | 

The characters are mainly stock | 
ones from the hospital files but 
they are all well played within the 
limits of a script that is ridden 
with cliches. Miss Neagle portrays 
the kindly, middle-aged matron 
with her usual dignity and integ- 
rity. Sylvia Syms, as a probationer | 
nurse, gives fresh: evidence that 
she is developing into one of Brit- 
ain’s best young screen actresses. 

There are sound character 
studies by Sephie Stewart, Joan 
Hickson and Flora Robson as dif- 
fering hospital sisters while George 
Baker, Alan White and Anthony 
Quayle are equally varied as doc- 
tors. Outstanding is an_ incisive 
cameo by Michael Hordern as a 
testy, cynical surgeon. Angela 
Baddeley also makes a distinct 
mark as a slatternly mother. 

But the adult performances are 
up against stiff competition from 








are a pair of identical twins 
(played the twin sons of film | 
director Roy Boulting), Jonathan 
Ley, Richard O'Sullivan, and Ju-| 
dith Stott, who gives a touching | 
study of a crippled girl who wants | 
to be beautiful all over. 

The laughs are too obviously | 
planted with a view to offsetting | 
the sentimentat and pathetic mo- | 
ments. Although Gilbert Taylor's 
photography is excellent, this film | 
would have been more effective in 
black and white. Color does, how- 
ever, permit the climax to be a gay 
hospital Christmas pantomime in 
which Miss Syms plays Cinderella 
and proves that her destiny lies in 
straight acting, rather than as a 





Noon,” notably in employment. 
~ Kove, 


singing star. Rich, 


|B 


an array of child actors. Notable | ° 


plots dealing with war-weary pilots 
who have lost their nerve have an 
overiamiliar ring by niow. Smart, 
updated dialogue by Charles Led- 
erer, in adapting Irwin Shaw’s 
New Yorker tale, doesn’t entirely 
dispel the familigr. 

Against foregoing, Robert Tay- 
lor still has good marquee value, 
and colorful background of a deca- 
dent, post-war Franco Spain should 
arouse some interest. With proper 
push, pic should do a satisfactory 
biz. 

In brittle, cosmopolitan expatri- 
ate society of Madrid, Taylor is the 
ex-pilot, afraid of emotional en- 
tanglements because his war job 
was sending pilots to their deaths. 
He’s now eking out a precarious 
existence on the fringes of Spain’s 
precarious economy. Off-beat title 
reflects this, when he loses his en- 
tire bankroll on a horse-race in 
which his jockey is killed in a spill. 

Dorothy Malone is his_ wife, 
fighting to regain his love after he 
requests a divorce. To help raise 
coin for war buddy Jack Lord, and 
Lord’s lovely Spanish wife, Gia 
Scala, Taylor undertakes a cur- 
rency-smuggling caper proposed by 
sinister Martin Gabel. Here, film 
picks up tempo, especially in chase 
sequences involving various Medi- 
terranean police authorities. But 
when Taylor and acompanying 
friend Marcel Dalio discover that 
the shipment ‘also includes nar- 
cotics, Taylor blows the whistle on 
the deal and sics the Spanish cops 
on Gabel. Meantime, Taylor's con- 
fidence is restored in himself and 
he resumes with both Miss Malone 
and his pre-war career as an air- 
line pilot. 

Taylor and direction overcome 
some rather overwritten  soul- 
searching sequences to appeal with 
a solid. professional job of thesp- 
ing. Miss Malone is a handsome 
addition, to any cast, and sparks 
attractively, but should work on 
fidgety mannerisms which tend to 
detract. Miss Scala impresses as a 
most attractive femme and a good 
actress, but she still needs work 
on her English, which isn’t always 


quite clear. 
Among the supporting cast, 
Dalio is a delight as Taylgr’s 


charming, perpetual “house guest.” 
yabel handles his villainy with an 
appropriately smooth menace. Lord 
continues to show possibilities and 
Joyce Jameson, in a bit as a man- 
crazy Southern’ blonde; plays it 
broadly for very amusing results. 

Richard Thorpe rather misses in 
his direction of earliér sequences, 
failing to lend much dimension to 
the exotic grabbag of characters. 
However, as story line simplifies, 
he picks up the pace. 

Technical credits, especially air- 
plane sequences well-photographed 
by George J. Folsey,  refiects 
Metro's leadership in this ffeld. 

Kove. 





Portland Expose 





Strong exploitation entry for 
heavy returns; based on real- 
life Oregon racket setup. 





Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Allied Artists release of a Lindsley 
Parsons production. Features Edward 
inns, Carolyn Craig. Directed by Harold 


Schuster. Screenplay, Jack DeWitt; cam- 


}era, Carl Berger; editor, Maurice Wright; 


music, Paul Dunlap. Previewed Aug. 7, 
57. Running time, 70 MINS. 

... Edward Binns 
.. Carolyn Craig 
. Virginia Gregg 
Russ Conway 
Larry Dobkin 


George Madison .. 
Ruth Madison 
Clara Madison ... 
Phillip Jacman .... 


Garnell 









BOO 2. vccccdockweseneuuse Frank Gorshin 
Larry o eee econcccesees Joe Marr 
Tom Cramody . ... Rusty Lane 
Jimmy Madison .. Dickie Bellis 
Mrs. Stoneway . .. Lea Penman 
ris aoe . Jeanne Carmen 
Lennox ose Stanley Farrar 
Capt. Vincent®.........- rry Thor 
Alfred Grey .sseeeeee Francis de Sales 
Speed Bromley .......-« Kort Falkenberg 
Ted Cart ...c+ cbdostdetus cetes Joe Flynn 

Allied Artists has a strong ex- 


| ploitation entry in Lindsley Par- 
}sons’ “Portland Expose,” based 
| upe n vice and racket setup in the 
| Oregon city area which led to in- 

vestigations by Senate McClellan 
| Committee earlier this year involv- 


Ne Time te Be Young 


Grim, downbeat drama with 
unclear message, cargo of un- 
sympathetic characters. De- 
spite good acting, direction and 
a appeal very lim- 
ted. 


‘Teenage Frankenstein’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Hefty response to the cur- 
rent scifi package, “I Was a 
Teenage Werewolf” and “In- 
vasion of the Saucer Men,” has 
prompted a new package of 
horror films from American- 
International. Herman Cohen, 





Hollywood, July 13. 


who produced “Werewolf,” ‘ Columbia Pictures production sand re 
a . 4 ft ease. Stars obert aughn. Features 
will produce both new entries, Roger Smith, Tom Pittman, Doroth 


Green, Merry Anders, Kathy Nolan, Sara 
Selby. Produced by Wallace MacDonald. 
Directed by David Rich. Screenplay by 
John McPartland, Raphael Hayes, from 
McPartland’s story; camera, Henry Freu- 
lich; editor, Jerome Thoms; art director, 
Carl Anderson; music, Mischa Bakaleini- 


“Blood of Dracula” goes be- 
fore the cameras next Monday 
(19) to be followed in a fort- 
night by “I Was a Teenage 
Frankenstein.’ They'll go inte 











release as a package Nov. 13. a ae oo oe 

| Buddy Root ..... bb= 999 <8 Robert Vaugha 

ri = S| "eee Roger Smith 

ing many prominent names in| stuart ee Tom Pittman 
Pacific Northwest. Where fact and | Mrs. Doris Dexter ........ Dorothy Green 


> > | 4 
pressagentry meet is undefined ot | ; 


Allied has an exploitation peg IN | Helen Root .. 
having allegedly been cancelled | Mr. Stuben .. 
out by mob-politician pressure. iS. -y See 
Topic is of a city being taken | Sandra 
over by organized crime, as in “re- 
spectable” Portland. The Jack De-| In this grim, downbeat story, the 
Witt screenplay pinpoints overall | protagonist S a wee completely 
situation through the experiences | self-centered no-good who leats 
of a small tavern owner, an honest | two weak-willed companions into a 
family man, being caught up in| bloody hold-up. Save for an acci- 
the webs of a syndicate trying to/ dent, they, might have gotten away 
become overlord of Portland. Story | with it, which is certainly not the 
is sharply told against actual Port-| message intended. Just what the 
land setting and developed by Par-| message is, is. otherwise unclear. 
sons along showmanship lines, vig-| There’s no denying that producer 
orously directed by Harold Schus-' Wallace MacDonald and director 
ter and well enacted by a capable | David Rich have lavished care and 
cast. | skill in mounting this John Mc- 
Edward Binns captures the spirit, Partland-Raphael Hayes _ screen- 
- a man forced against his = “7 ; play, and the assembled young cast 
play along with the crow and ,is a highly competant crew. How- 
allow his roadhouse to be Aurned ; ever, pore Fr a the maladjusted 
into a hot spot after hoods threaten | bopster crowds it’s hard to conjure 
to disfigure his 17-year-old daugh- | who’s going to buy the tickets. 
ter with acid. When daughter is Favorite expression of chief 
attacked by one of goons, he sends /| character Robert Vaughn is, “Don't 
his family out of town and becomes | bug me.” Impatient of the sligh- 
undercover man for a group of test restraint, he’s been flunked 
honest citizens trying to clean up/out of college and wants to flee 
the city, headed by a union labor|the consequences, i.e., the draft. 
leader, Tape recordings he’s able} He works out a shrewd scheme to 
to get finally lead to break-up of | hold up a supermarket, so that he 
gang and restoration of order to and his companions can buy a boat 
the city, after he's nearly killed by and sail away from responsibilities. 
gang. His buddies have picturesque 
Russ Conway ably plays the gang|troubles of their own. Roger 
leader, Larry Dobkin his lieuten- | Smith is trying to raise dough to 
ant and Frank Gorshin and Joe! pay hospital bills of Merry Anders, 
Marr a couple of hoods. Carolyn|a cheap hustler injured while on 
Craig is good as Binns’ wife and |a rowdy date with him. Tom Pitt- 


.. Merry Anders 
.. Kathy Nolan 
se Sarah Selby 
... Fred Sherman 

. Ralph Clanton 
Den C. Harvey 
Bonnie Bolding 









Virginia Gregg is okay as the;man, unsuccessful young writer 
daughter. Balance of cast make!whose marriage’to Kathy Nolan 
their individual performances! has broken up because of his lies, 


count. just wants to get away from it all. 
Technical credits match general| But triggerhappy Vaughn un- 
quality of film, headed by Carl| necessarily kills the market-man- 
Berger’s camera work and Maurice | ager and, one by one, the cops pick 
Wright's tight editing. Paul Dun-|up the other two. Only Vaughn 
lap’s music score also fits well. remains, and he fails to survive a 
Whit. spectacular runaway ride in a 

stolen truck, when the brakes fail. 
Vaughn employs a taut brutality 
which may endear him to the 
crowd which worships rebellious 
youth. Both Smith and Pittman 
also show considerable promise as 


The Badge of Marshal 
Brennan 


Western story ruined by inept 


handling. For undiscriminat- : 
skillful young actors. Dorothy 
ing houses. Green manages to bring some 


sympathy to the role of a widowed 
and susceptible college instruc- 
tress, in love and trying to help 
Vaughn, despite distasteful aspects 
of age difference in the affair. Miss 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Allied Artists release of an Albert C. 
Gannaway production. Stars Jim Davis, 
Arleen Whelan, Lee Van Cleef, Louis 
Jean Heydt; features Carl Smith, Harry 


Lauter. oducer-director, Albert C. Gan- 
naway; screenplay, Thomas G. Hubbard; | Anders is good as the mereenary 
camera, Charles Straumer; editor, Asa |chippie and Kathy Nolan registers 


Clark; music composed and played (gui- 
tar) by Ramez Idriss. Song, “Man On the 
Run,” by Hal Levy, Ganuaway and Idriss. 
Previewed, Aug. 5, ‘57. Running time, 
74 MINS, 


well as Pittman’s trusting wife. 
Sarah Selby, as Vaughn's equally 
self-centered career-woman moth- 
er, is properly distasteful. 





ET hvichceeastendees Jim_ Davis 

u burdock ‘ Arleen Whelan All technical credits show per- 
naphin ee Van Clee i i 

Col. Donaphin Louis deat Heydt haps misplaced es skill 

IE SEs ster cas cagets Carl Smith > ove. 





Felipe sigie Marty Robbins : 

r. SO FEED \voccece ot Harry uter 

Marshal ................ Douglas Fowiey| Baek From the Dead 
Chickamon ........... Lawrence Dobkin 


(REGALSCOPE) 


Attempt, only spasmodically 
successful, at an “adult” horror 
stery. Teamed with “Unknown 
Terror.” 








Inept oater suitable only for 
anything-goes audiences. Story by 
Thomas Hubbard (also associate 
producer) roughly deals with re- 
generating effect of the badge 
lifted from a dying U.S. marshal, 
Douglas Fowley, mortally wounded 





Hollywood, July 31. 
20th-Fox release of a Real Films 





by Apaches. Lifter is Jim Davis, | duetion. eee eee gy 
: = . ranz, unt, m Haggerty; fea- 
itinerant gunfighter fleeing a! jires’ Ma Stewart. Otto Reichow. 


posse. bad Le wage a oa James 7 Ls a og Bad 

With badge, he arrives in a cow- | Robe er. Directed by Charles Mar- 
own dominated by ruthless cattle gw Re 
arons Louis Jean Heydt and Lee ! Camera, er; editor, Fred W, 







alia <eaeh ae | Berger; art director, James W. Sullivan; 

Van Cleef. Pair are trying to con- | music composed and conducted by Raoul 
ceal diseased cattle and Davis is! Kraushaar. Previewed, July 30, ’57. Run- 
forced into assuming marshal’s | —— 78 MINS. ME mi * 
identity by local sheriff Carl Smith | jig *. 7°" "Sak 2 Se aly pe op 
and doctor Harry Lauter. With Say elodesh A ay a arene Hunt 
: : 0 Aes * 4 SIME “0 -aas Sw eee eese cng ggerty 
his newfound virtue, Davis wins | Nancy 2222277273525. "“Maricnne Stewart 
the conflict and purty hash-house | Molly 9.80000... Exelyn Scott 


proprietor Arleen Whelan. -» Helen Wallace 


Story itself had possibilities, but | Mi" prones"* | ey 
producer-director Albert Ganna- tor tee Ned Glass 
way’s clumsy handling fumbles the | father Renall ...........-- — 


ball, relying on the tried and trite. 
From their past ‘credits, there’s 
some pretty good actors involved, 
but they seem justifiably discour- 
aged here. In passing, Carl Smith, 
hitherto a western singer, displays 
a promising native acting ability. 

Harve Presnell ably sings fainly 





This is a laudable attempt, but 
only spasmodically successful, at 
an “adult” horror story. Trouble 
is that when the dust settles, story 
gaps are too glaring for grownup 
acceptance and horror aspects may 
prove too cerebral for the moppet 
interesting tune, “Man on the | trade. However, pic is part of a 
Run,” by Hal Levy, Gannaway and | chiller bill made for the Regal- 
Ramez Idriss, under title credits.|20th-Fox. lineup (see “Unknown 
Idriss also composed and played | Terror”). As such, it should serve 
guitar~background music which, | adequately. 
although somewhat overused, is! Catherine Turney screenplay, 
one of few plusses in the produc-|from her novel, deals with com- 








tion, Kove. (Continued on page 20) 
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JUDGE: LET LOEW 





Salaries of Loew's Top Execs 


Proxy statement sent to Loew’s 


for the Sept. 12 special meeting lists the salaries and contracts of 
four officers of the company who are directors or nominees. 

Robert H. O’Brien, who came over from American Broadcasting- 
Paramount Theatres to replace Charles C. Moskowitz as financial 
v.p., was given a contract until Aug. 4, 1962 at $1,500 a week 
Benjamin Melniker, vp. and general counsel, receives $1,250 a 
week under a contract that expires Dec. 31, 1959. 


George Muchnic, v.p. of Loew's 


a week under a contraet that expires May 31, 1958 with an option 
in Loew's to extend the pact for an additional three years at $1,000 


a week. 


Benjamin Thau, v.p. and studio chief, is signed until Jan. 16, 
1958 at salary of $3,000 per week. 
1961) receives $3,000 per week. Vogel's pact also includes an atiow- 
ance for expenses other than those incurred in travelling. In addi- 
tion, Vogel's contract provides that at the termination of his pact 
for him to receive $1,000 a week for every week that he has been 
employed since Oct. 22, 1956, provided, among other things, that 
he renders advisory services as stipulated in his agreement. 

Howard Dietz, pub-ad v.p. is down for annual $104,571. 

Charles M. Reagan, sales chief, $91,500. 

Arthur M. Loew, president of Loew's International, $200,000. 

Edgar J. Mannix, v.p. and studio executive, $167,314. 

Charles C. Moskowitz, who is retiring next spring as financial 


v.p., received $156,857. 


shareholders over the weekend 


International, is down for $850 


Jeseph R. Vogel (until Oct. 21, 





Briefs and Cross-Complaints Mark 
Legal Skirmishing in Loew War 


Seen Through Binoculars 


Loew's incumbent management¢ 
took the offensive last week in the 
battle for control of the company. 
In a series of swift moves, the 
company: 

(1) Filed an answer and a 
cross complaint in Chancery 
Court in*Delaware in reply to 
Joseph Tomiwmnson's action 
seeking to validate the “elec- 
tion” of Louis B. Mayer and 
Samuel Briskin to the board. 

(2) Supported an action in 
New York Supreme Court 
brought by two stockholders 
attempting to obtain a perma- 
nent injunction restraining the 
Tomlinson faction from inter- 
fering with the special stock- 
holders’ meeting on Sept. 12. 

(3) Mailed out to the com- 
‘pany’s shareholders a notice of 
the special meeting and a let- 
ter from Loewes prery Joseph 
R. Vogel to the investors out- 
lining the company’s stand. 
Hearing on the Delaware action 

is scheduled for Aug. 22, at which 
time attorneys for both sides will 
present arguments to support their 
briefs. In the cross-complaint 
filed by Loew's in Delaware, the 
company asked that the Tomlinson 
group be enjoined from interfer- 
ing with the special stockholders’ 
meeting. The Loew’s brief, filed 
by Berl, Potter & Anderson, Dela- 
ware attorneys for Loew’s, with 
Louis Nizer, Loew's special coun- 
sel, was in two parts—an answer 
to the Tomlinson action seeking 
to validate the election of Mayer 
and Briskin and the cross-com- 
plaint outlining the alleged con- 
spiracy of the Tomlinson group. 

The Loew's  cross-complaint 
charged that Tomlinson and his 

(Continued on page 18) 


Louis B. Mayer's 
M.D. Meets Press 


. San Francisco, Aug. 13. 
Louis B. Mayer is at Stanford 
Hospital suffering from ‘“moder-! 
ately severe anemia” that could be 
caused by anything from a drug 
reaction to leukemia, his doctor 
said last weekend. Physician, Dr. 
Arthur L. Bloomfield, called a 
hospital press conference to dis- 
pel rumors that the 72-year-old 
producer was desperately ill. 

Dr. Bloomfield said Mayer had 
received transfusions of two pints 
of whole blood and was “feeling 
perfectly comfortable and looking 
very well... we are making good 
headway in diagnosing the cause 
and expect to have an answer 
within the next few days.” 

He added, “I don’t think he is 
in any danger at present.” Mayer} 
was admitted te the hospital 





Aug. 6. 
As to leukemia, Dr. Bloomfield 
said: “It’s a possibility, but so are 





CHIPS FALL 





POLLOCK NOTE 
TAKING NOTED 


By HY HOLLINGER 


What appears to be a major vic- 
tory for prexy Joseph R. Vogel and | 





+ 
? 


'Hinderers’ and Never ‘Cooperators, 


Vogel Brand for Tomlinson-Meyer 
Pair in First Proxy Solicitation 


The forees headed by Joseph 





the Loew's management in its fight 
against the Joseph Tomlinson fac- 
tion was scored Monday (12) when 
Justice Morris Spector in New 
York Supreme Court issued a tem- 
porary injunction restraining any 
interference with the special stock- 
holders’ meeting called by Vogel 
for Sept. 12. 

Decision resulted from action 
brought by two stockholders— 
Jacob Starr, owner of 1,900 shares, 
and Richard A. Sprayragen, holder 
of 1,000 shares. Named as defend- 
ants in the case were Loew's Inc. 
as well as all the directors of the 
company. 

In granting the injunction, the 
court noted that the dissidents or 
the so-called rump group refused 


High Finance 

Fred F. Florence's resigna- 
tion from the Loew's dnc. 
board points up that he is 
president of the Public Na- 
tional Bank of Dallas and that 
veteran showman Karl Hob- 
litzelle is chairman of the 
board. 

Out in the Rocky Mt. belt, 
F. H. (Rick) Ricketson Jr. is 
chairman of the board of the 
Denver National Bank. Ricket- 
son is a Fox-West Coast (Na- 
tional Theatres) topper and, 
during the depression years, 
invited and merchandized 
“bank nite” as a b.o. hypo. 





Tomlinson and Stanley Meyer had 
“failed to come forward with even 
the semblance of an affirmative 
program for the company,” Loew's 
president Joseph R. Vogel charged 
in his first proxy letter, which was 
mailed out over the weekend to the 
company's 26,000 shareholders, The 
Tomlinson faction, according to 
Vogel, harrassed and delayed his 
“constructive program.” 

In calling for the support of his 
management of the company at the 
special stockholders’ meeting on 
Sept. 12, Vogel asked that the in- 
vestors take action against the two 
dissident members whom he 
——- with having “conducted a 
campaign to disrupt the admin- 
| istration and- direction of the com- 


| 





| 
| 








to appear in court although notified 





[On Loew Battleground ] 
ee, | 

Ben Javits says Fortune Mag’s. 
aceount of his celebrated “phone 
call trick” on Joe Vogel errs, that, 
after he spoke with Andre Meyer! 
of Lazard Freres last February 
Vogel himself talked. 

“There was no bluff. I don’t 
bluff,” explains attorney Javits. 





Both the Loew's management 
and the Joseph Tomlinson faction | 
have explored the possibility of 
employing closed-circuit television 
for an appeal to the company’s 
stockholders. 





The Loew's battle is stirring up 
new interest in “The Lion’s Share,” 
the story of Loew’s by N. Y. Times 
film critic Bosley Crowther. But 
Dutton’s not exploiting this in- 
terest. Tradesters are devouring 
all information. on the intriguing 
fight and are going to Crowther’s 
book for background. 

Last week also saw filmites scur- 
rying all over town to find news- 
stand copies.of Fortune for Emmet 
John Hughes’ hip account of the 
“fantastic struggle” for control of 
Loew's. 





Theatremen and show biz per- 
sonalities are rallying still to the 
support of Joe Vogel and the 
Loew's management. More than 
250 individuals have joined the spe- 
cial stockholders committee organ- 
ized by Harry Brandt, circuit op- 
erator and president of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Assn. 

Mike Todd, Frank Sinatra, Burt 
Lancaster and Norma Shearer are 
among the show biz names in 
Vogel’s camp. The Brandt com- 
mittee is reported to have filed a 
14-B form with the Securities & 
Exchange Commission listing itseif 
as a participant in the proxy tiff. 





Flurry of excitement entered the 
Loew's battle last week on reports 
that Louis B. Mayer had suffered 
a stroke in San Francisco, How- 
ever, an associate of the former 
Metro studio chief, said that Mayer, 
72, was at Stanford Hospital for a 
“customary eheckup.” Rumors that 
he had suffered a stroke were im- 
mediately scotched, and it was re- 
ported that he was in good shape. 
Later wire service flashes put him 
down as “aenemic.”: 





Sentimentally Hollywood seems 
with Vogel. On the practical side 


/ecourt although refusing to state! 
| whom he represented and in what 


| tion. 


to do so by telegram. Without re- 
ferring to Milton Pollack, Tomlin- 
son’s attorney, by name, Justice 


Spector called attention to ithe fact Do (Or Will) Own Loew 
that 7 t throughout the | . 
varing. “He even addre Stock by Sept. Meeting 


hearing. “He even addressed the | 
Indications are that the manage- 


‘All Joe Vovel’s Chillun 


capacity he was appearing,” the ment of Loew's hopes to present a | 
court commented. , full slate of shareholding directors 
The court pointed out that at the Sept. 12 special stockholders 


Loew’s, which was also named a 
defendant, was represented by 
counsel and recommended the 
granting of the injunction. Tend revea!s that initially a number 

The lone stockholder who ap-|of directors proposed by Loew's 
peared at last week’s hearing to | prexy Joseph R. Vogel did not own 


meeting. Although the proxy 
statement sent out over the week- 


protest the granting of the injunc- | stock in the company, footnotes in- 
tion was apparently “a tool of the | dicate that purchases are being 
rebel group,” according to the | made. 

court. Justice Spector was obvi-/ Loew's had hoped to present at 
ously referring to Norman Nemser, | once a full slate of directors own- 
who described himself as a stock-| jing Loew's shares, but because of 


opposed ‘the issuance of the injunc-| with the Securities & Exchange 
Commission and in getting out the 
| proxy statement not all the direc- 


“He was welcomed by the court,” 
1 tors could be put forth as being 


the judge said. “However, I fee 


holder owning 100 shares and who | the time element involved in filing | 


that the court has been imposed 
upon for it is quite apparent that 
he is a tool of the rebel group and 
whereas the rebel group refused 
to come forward and present their 
views and objections to the court 
for strategic purposes, they suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing their ob- 
jective by producing this lonely 
stockholder.” 

Nemser had argued that the | 
N. Y. court lacked jurisdiction in | 
“the case since Loew's was a Dela- 
ware corporation and there was an 
action pending in the Delaware 

' (Continued on page 181 











investors in the company. At the 
annual shareholders’ meeting, the 
management is frequently asked to 
reveal the holdings of each director. 


There have been beefs when there | 


is a disclosure that a director does 
not own any shares in the company. 

Of the slate nominated by Vogel, 
the followings shareholdings are 
revealed: , 

Eliswerth C. Alvord, lawyer, 
partner, Alvord & Alvord—Hekor 
Investment Holding Co., of which 
Alvord owns 95°% of the outstand- 

(Continued on page 18) 





Wilmington Front in Loew's War 


FF teeeoes 


Wilmington, Aug. 13: such answer filed for the firm and 

Chancellor Collins J. Seitz set | tells the court that the Wilmington 
Aug. 22 as the time for oral argu-}law firm of Berl, Potter and An- 
ments in the fight for control of | derson is the only legal firm which 
Loew’s Inc., at about the same time | has the lega! authority to answer 


ident, entered the Delaware legal | 
battle for the first time. 


the fight today. These were: 


arguments on. the _ motion by) 
Arthur G. Logan, Wilmington at | 
terney, that the chancellor rule | 
summarily that Louis B. Mayer | 
and Samuel Briskin were validly 


30. 


July 30 meeting—including 
elections of Mayer and Briskin—be 
declared invalid. = 

Filing of the case by Joseph | 





is the reported purchase of Loew 
shares to be voted that way. Ed-! 
ward Small is supposed to have 





dozens of other things.” 


purchased a block of stock. 


} 
| fo 


years. 


r Loew's Inc. It is the second | 


that Joseph R. Vogel, Loew's pres- for Loew’s. 


The Delaware court fight centers 
around a meeting held by five 


There were two separate bits of Loew’s directors in New York on 
action in the Delaware phase of | July 30. This meeting, citing the} employed by the attorneys for 


firm’s by-laws for its acts, elected 


(1) The chancellor’s setting up of a| Mayer and Briskin to the board, 
brief schedule and the Aug. 22 | and appointed Logan an attorney 
date at 11 am. as the time for | for Loew's. 


Tomlinson, one of the five direc- 
tors, then petitioned the court here 
for a declaratory judgment, ruling 
that Mayer and Briskin had been 
legally elected. It named them 


elected directors of Loew's on July je Loew’s, Inc., as defendants. 


Logan filed an answer for them 


(2) An answer filed for Loew’s,| and for Loew's Inc., agreeing to 
Inc., by David F. Anderson, Wil- | the allegations of the petition, and 
mington attorney, asking that all | later filing a motion for summary 
the actions taken at the disputed | judgment. 


This 


| agreement on the facts. 


Chancellor Seitz’s order set Aug. 


Tomlinson, a Loew's director, in | 22 as the time for arguments to be 
the Court of Chancery last week | heard on this motion. 
brought the state into the spot-|ter his order had been entered 
light for a time in one of the big | that the answer for Loew's, Inc., | 
corporate fights of the past few | was filed by Anderson. 


It was af- 


Anderson's answer and cross- 


Answer by Anderson was filed complaint also brought Vogel into 


(Continued on page 18) 


literally means | 
the | judgment without a trial and can 
be handed down where there is | 


| pany and seize’ control without re- 
| gard for the best interests of the 
| company and its stockholders.” 

He pointed ou that during the 
|} six months that Tomlinson and 
| Meyer had served on the board 
;} they “have consistently failed to 
| cooperate with me, with the result 
{that my announced plan for re- 
building the company has been 
hindered.” Their only intent, he 
added, was put themselves in con- 
trol. During that six-month period, 
Vogel he “exhausted every avenue 

(Continued on page 18) 


at's for T.&M. 
If Courts Chilly? 


| There were conflicting reports as 
to what Joseph Tomlinson and 
Stanley Meyer will do if they lose 
in the court action in New York 
'and Delaware. One report has it 
that Meyer is attempting to acti- 
vate a proxy fight and has request- 
ed a list of Loew's stockholders. 
According to another version, 
however, Tomlinson is ready to 
| throw in the towel if the courts 
| rule against him. There are re- 
| ports that he is prepared to unload 
| his holdings—180,000 shares—and 
| get out of the Loew’s situation if 
ithe courts do not support his 
; moves. It’s understood that there 
}are a number of buyers around 
|} willing to pick up Tomlinson’s 
stock at a premium price. 
Another alternative was also 
| open to Tomlinson. He could fore- 
| go a proxy fight at this time be- 
| cause of the lack of time to 1ally 
| support and could gear his battle 
|for the regular annual stockhold- 
|ers’ meeting in Feb., 1958, when 
| all the directors must be presented 
for election again. 


Fancy Legal Footwork: 
Tomlinson Action Names 
L. B. Mayer, Sam Briskin 


A confusing legal device was 





| Joseph Tomlinson in filing an ac- 
|; tion in the Court of Chancery in 
| Delaware seeking to validate the 
| “election” of Louis B. Mayer and 
|Sam_ Briskin to the board of 
| Loew's. 

Tomlinson, one of the directors 
at the July 30 rump meeting, 
named Loew's Inc. as well as 
Mayer and Briskin as defendants. 
Apparently the naming of Mayer 
and Briskin as defendants was a 
device to support the action of the 
rump meeting. 

What the Tomlinson move 
amounted to in effect was that Tom- 
linson, suing as a _ stockholder, 
|askeé the court to decide whether 
he and his colorts acted lawfully 
in filling the vacancies on the 
board. At the same time, Tomlin- 
son's attorney, purporting to be the 
attorney for Loew's as a result of 
| actions taken at the rump meeting, 
filed an answer in the Delaw. re 
court admitting the allegations 
'made by his client, Tomlinson. 





PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 14, 1957 





L.A. Firms Up; ‘Eagels’ Great $22,000, 
‘Band Boff $130,000, 14 Spots, ‘Rock’ 
196, 4; ‘Wonders’ $41,900, 9th Wk. 





Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 4 


With three strong openers, plus 
sharply continuing hard-ticket pix 
playdates, biz is so good this round 
that several holdovers are in pros- 
pect. “Band of Angels,” playing 
three first-runs, eight ozoners and 
three nabes, looks mighty $130,000 
or a bit more, to pace new pix. 

It is closely pursued by “Jeanne 
Fagels,” rated big $22,000 or near 
at Egyptian. “Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter?” looks fair $19,000 
ja four thertres. 

“Seven Wonders of World” is 
ahead of last week, with a tremen- 
dous $41,900 at Warner Hollywood 
for ninth round. “Around World 
in 80 Days” is still capacity $27,200 
at Carthay. “Affair To Remember” 
heads holdovers for nifty $15,000 
in fourth Chinese canto. “Pride and 
Passion” is tidy $16,500 in seventh 
at Fox Wilshire. 

Estimates for This Week 

Egyptian (UATC) (1,503; 80- 
$1.80)—“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). Big 
$22.000 or close. Last week, 5 
days, with Fox Beverly, “Love in 
Afternoon” (AA), $13,800. 

Downtown Paramount, Wiltern, 
Vogue (‘ABPT-SW-FWC) (3,300; 
2.344; 885; 90-$1.50) — “Band of 
Argels” (WB) and “Out of Clouds” 
(Indie) (‘D-P only) “Living Idol” 
(M-G) (Wiltern, Vogue). Sock $32,- 
000 or over. Last week, Downtown 
Paramount, “Teen-age Werewolf” 
and “Invasion Saucer Men” (A-I) 
(24d wk), $5,800. Wiltern with 
Hawaii, State, “Gun Glory” and 
“Tarzan Lost Safari” (M-G), $26,- 
600. Vogue with Los Angeles, Ritz, 
Loyola, “Island in Sun” (20th) (2d 
wk), $25,200. 


Los Angeles, Hellywood, Ritz, 


Loyola (FWC) (2,097; 756; 1,330; 
1.248: 90-$1.50) -—- “Will Success 
Spoil Rock Hunter?” and “The 
Abductors” (20th). Fair $19,000. 
Last week, Hollywood with Down- 


town, “Night Passage” (U) (2d wk) 
plus “Kettles MacDonald’s Farm” 
(U) (2d wk), Hollywood) and “Sas- 
katchewan"” (U), (reissue), Down- 


town, $9,000. 

Downtown, New Fox, Uptown 
(SW-FWC) (1,757; 965; 1,715;) 90- 
$1.50) — “Dino” (AA) and “Badge 
of Marshal Brennan” (AA). Fair 


(Continued on page 21) 
‘Rock’ NSH $8,000 In 
Balto; ‘Omar’ Fair 76, 
‘Passage’ Hotsy 76, 2d 


Baltimore, Aug. 13. 

The take is on the dull side this | 
frame with only the hoidovers 
brightening the scene. Two of new 
entries, “Will Success Spoil Rock 
Hunter” at the Century and “Omar 











Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week .....__.. .$586,400 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
Last Year ...... $613,400 


‘Bambi Loud 186, 
Frisco; End’ 166 


San Francisco, Aug. 13. 

First-run biz shapes very strong 
here currently. “Bambi” looms 
smash on tee trade at the huge 
Fox. “Midnight Story” 
good at Golden Gate while “Be- 
ginning of End” is rousifig at Para- 
mount. “Pride and Passion” still 
is terrific in fourth week at the 
United Artists. An outstanding 
holdover is “Jeanne Eagels,”’ which 
is sock in second St. Francis round. 
“Gun Glory” looms okay at War- 
field. Long-runners, “Seven Won- 
ders,” “Around World”. and “10 
Commandments” continue strong, 
first two being especially powerful. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 90- 
$1.25)\—"Midnight Story” (U) and 
“Public Pigeon No. 1” (U). Good 
$15,000 or near. Last week, 





‘Rock’ Solid $10,000, 
Seattle; ‘Pride’ $G, 2d 


Seattle, Aug. 13. 

With few new entries this stanza, 
biz is limping at many first-runs. 
Standout new pic, “Will Success 
Spoil Rock Hunter?” shapes sock- 
eroo at Coliseum, “Pride and Pas- 
sion” is big at Fifth Avenue in 
}second week. “Around World in 
i80 Days” looks socko in 17th 
|frame at the Blue Mouse, topping 
last week. “Cinerama Holiday” 
still is smash in 16th session at 
Paramount, being way ahead of 
last round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 
$1.50-$2.50) — “Around World” 
}(UA) (17th wk). Great $12,500. 
| Last week, $12,000. 
| Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,874; 90- 
$1.25)\—"“Will Success Spoil Rock 


Hunter?” (20th). Sockeroo $10,000 
or better. Last week, “Run of Ar- 
row” (U) and “Suicide Mission” 





(Col), $8,000 in 8 days. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
|$1-$1.50) — “Pride and Passion” 
| (UA) (2d wk). Great $9,000. Last 
| week, $15,500. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,500; 90- 
$1.25) — “Tip on Dead Jockey” 
(M-G) and “Weapon” (Rep). Sa 
$4,000. Last week, “Band of An- 
gels” (WB), $5,300. 


and “7th Sin” (M-G) (2d wk). Mild 
$5,000. 

Paramount (SW-Cinerama) (1,- 
282: $1.20-$2.65)—"Cinerama Holi- 
day” (Cinerama) (16th wk). Huge 
$15,000. Last week, $12,000. 


Tammy Trim 156, 





Cleve.; ‘Eagels’ 166 


Cleveland, Aug. 13. 





“Tammy and Bachelor” (U) and 
“Pawnee” (U), $14,500. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 


“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) and} 
“Apache Warrior” (20th). Smash | 
$18,000. Last week, 


Frankenstein” (WB) and “X, Un-| 
known” (WB), $23,500. 


“Curse of | tate at State. 


City is loaded with holdovers 
this session but biz is holding up 
in remarkably strong fashion, cool 
weather helping. Lone newcomer, 
“Tammy and Bachelor,” shapes 
“Jeanne Eagels” 
still is very fancy in second round 
at Hipp. “Pride and Passion” looms 


Warfield (Loew) (2,656: 90-$1.25) | fast in third Stillman session. Both 


—*“Gun Glory” (M-G). Okay 


12,-|“Around World in 80 Days,” in 


000. Last week, “Silk Stockings ninth week at the Ohio, and “Cine- 
(M-G) (3d wk), $8,000. |rama Holiday,” in sixth stanza &t 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25) Palace, 


—“Beginning of End” (AB-PT) and 
“Unearthly” (‘(AB-PT). Rousing 
$16,000. Last week, “Loving You” 





are topping last week's 


takes. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alien (S-F) (3,800; 70-$1) — 


(Par) and “Calypso Heat Wave") “Affair to Remember” (20th) (2d 


(Col), $16,500. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 90-$1.25) | ¢16.500. 
—‘Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (2d wk). | 


Sock $15,000. Last week, $20,000. 
Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,458; 


$1.75-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders of 
World” (‘(Cinerama) (38th wk). 
Powerful $21,600. Last week, 
0,500. 
United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
$1.25-$2) — “Pride and Passion” 


(UA) (4th wk). Fast $12,000 or over. 

Last week, $14,200. . 
Stagedoor (‘A-R) (440; $1.25- 

$2.20)—""10 Commandments” (Par) 


Khayyam” at the Town, are rated| (13th wk). Nice $6,700. Last week, 


disappointing. “Affair to Remem-| $7 300 

ber” in third frame at the New,|” Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1.25) — 

and “Bambi,” in second at the|«Green Man” (DCA) (7th wk) 
Stanley, shape fine. “Silk Stock-| Good $3,200, Last week, $3,500 , 
ings” at Hipp is holding nicely in| Clay (Roaener) (400: $1.25) ad 
second week, “Night Passage”! “Baby and Battleship” (DCA) (2d \_) 
looks torrid in second at the Mav- ( | WK). 
fair. “Around the World in 80 Continued on page 21) 

Days,” is still mighty at Film; et ok eee 


Centre in 34th session, 
| 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Fruchtman) (3,100; 50- 
$1.25)\—"Will Suecess Spoil Rock 





6 


| 
} 





| wk) 


Good $12,000. Last week, 
Hipp (Telem’t) (3,700; 70-$1) — 
| “Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (2d wk). 
| Smart $16,000. Last week, $23,000. 
Hanna (‘Hanna Co.) (1,515; 25-90) 
—‘‘Bambi” (BY) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Good $8,000. Last week, $13,000. 
| Obie (Loew) (1,244; $1.25-$2.50) 
|—“Around World” (UA) (9th wk). 
| Wham $24,000. Last week, $23,000. 
| Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,523; 
| $1.25-$2.40) — “Cinerama Holiday” 
}(Cinerama) (6th wk). Socko $19,- 
| 500. Last week, $18,000. 
| State (Loew) (3,500; 70-907 — 
“Tammy and Bachelor” (U). Sturdy 
| $15,000 or over. Last week, “Silk 
| Stockings” (M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 





Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 90-$1.50) 
|— “Pride and Passion” (UA) (3d 

Fast $10,000. Last week, 
$15,000 





Pride’ Sock $17,000 in Mpls.: Fire’ 


Hunter?” —. Modest | a ‘ ’ 
yut not up to hopes. Last week. 
“Loving You” (Par) (2d wk), ht 6G: P R b t 1G, 2d 
$9 500. Lig b a e 0 us 
Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25\—"10 Commandments” (Par) Minneapolis, Aug. 13. age Werewolf” (AI) and “Invasion 
(4th wk). Nice $3,000 after same! Among a powerful array of new-| Saucer Man” (AT), $8,000. 
last week {comers, “Pride and the Passion”! Lyric (Par) (90-$1.25)—“Affair 
Film Centre (Rappaport) (890: is the biggest boxoffice blockbus- to Remember” (20th) (2d wk). 
$1.25-$2.25}—“Around World” (UA)| ter here. But such fresh entries as | Okay $7,000. Stays. Last week, 
(34th wk). Great $10,500. Last) «Gun Glory,” “Prince and Show- | $11,000. 
week, same : girl” and “Interlude” also are com-|,_ Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-90)— 
Five West ‘Schwaber) (460; 50-|anding attention. | Holdovers “Fire Down Below” (Col). Com- 
ae r Gun eis ae | are contributing much to current boyy is too heavy one — oe 4 
e) 100d $4 4 F w -| bo. itv. “ * ig | 86.000 looms. Last week, “Love 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.300; 


50-$1.25)—"Silk Stockings” (M-G))| 
(2d wk). Good $8,000 after $12,000 
opener 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 50-$1.25)— 


“Night Passage” (U) (2d wk). 

Hotsy $7,000 after $9.000 in first 
New (Fruchtman) (1.600; 50- 
1.25 “Affair to Remember” 


(20th) (3d wk). Fine $10,000 after 
$14.000 in second. 
Playhouse (‘Schwaber) (410; 50- 


$1.25)\—“‘Bachelor Party” (UA) (9th 
wk). Solid $3,100. Last -week, 
$4.000 

Stanley (SW) (3,200; 50-$1.25)— 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue). Good 
$9.000 after $9,400 opener. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,400; 50- 
$1.25) — “Omar Khayyam” (Par). 
Fairish $7,000, Last week, “Gun 
Glory” (M-G), $6,500. 


| looks okay, both in second week. 
Starting its second year, “Seven 
/Wonders of World” continues to 
| prosper. The fifth round of 
| “Around World in 80 Days” finds 
| sellouts at virtually all perform- 
_—— 
Estimates for This Week 

| Academy (Mann) (847; $1.50- 
| $2.65)—“Around World” (UA) (5th 
|wk). Virtually same capacity pace 
every week. Tremendous $18,000. 


| Last week, same. 

| Century (S-W) (1,150; $1.75- 
| $2.65)—“Seven Wonders” (Cine- 
rama) (53d wk). Starts second 


year with colors still flying high. 
Huge $16,000. Last week, $16,700. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-90)— 
“Gun Glory” (M-G). Fair $4,500. 
|Holding. Last week, “Was Teen- 


RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 90- 
$1.25)\—“Pride and Passion” (UA). 
Well sold and living up to ad- 
vance hones. 
week, “Bambi” 
$13,500. 
| RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 90-$1.25) 
|—“Night Passage” (U) (2d wk). 
Favorable word-of-mouth helping 


(BV) (reissue), 


this one. Holds. Smooth $7,000. 
Stays on. Last week, $11,500. 

| State (Par) (2,300; 85-90)— 
“Prince and Showgirl’ (WB). 


|Fair $6.000. Last week, “Loving 
You” (Par) (2d wk), $7,000. 

Suburban World (Mann) (800; 
85)—“‘Nana” (Indie) (2d wk). Sat- 
isfactory $1.600. Last week, $2.400. 
| World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
| “Interlude” (U). Fine $4,500. Last 
week, “Hatful of Rain” (20th) (2d 
| wk), $4,500, 


‘Band Socko $24,000, Philly; ‘Omar’ 
Stout 106, Pride Whopping 196, 2d 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week . .... $2,913,000 
(Based on 22 cities and 247 

theatres, chiefiy first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross same Week 

Last Year ........ $2,582,300 
(Based on 22 cities and 234 

theatres.) 


Pride’ Powerful 
$17,000, L'ville 


Louisville, Aug. 13. 











“Pride and Passion” is heading 


| for a mighty take this week at 





Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 90-| Loew's, with tilted scale. Summer 
is chy: — “Silk Stockings” (M-G) 


temperatures are apparently not 
hurting a bit. This one is strong- 
est entry to come here in weeks. 
“Band of Angels” at the Mary Ann 
looms good. Rialto with “Will Suc- 
cess Spoil Rock Hunter?,” shapes 
fairly good. At the Brown, “Around 
World in 80 Days” in ilth week is 
robust. “Tammy and Bachelor” at 
Kentucky in fifth week still is 
stout. General] biz picture in this 
city is plenty okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.) (900; $1.25- 
$2.40) — “Around World” (UA) 
(llth week). Showing very slight 
letup at the wicket. Likely robust 
$9,500 after 10th week hit $10,000. 
This one is due to stick around un- 
til Oct. 2. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 50-85) 
—“Tammy and Bachelor” (U) and 
“Fear Strikes Out” (Par) (5th wk). 


Stout $5,500 looms after last 
week's $6,000. 

Loew’s (United Artists) (3,000; 
85-$1.25\—“Pride and Passion” 


(UA). Well justifying upped scale, 
this one is a strong midsummer ep- 
try, with wham $17,000 likely. 
Holding. Last week, “Gun Glory” 
(M-G) and “Living Idol” (M-G), 
$9,500 

Mary Anderson (People's) (1,000; 
50-85)—“‘Band of Angels” (WB). 
Shaping for good $7,000, after big 
opening. Last week, “Monte Carlo 
Story” (UA), $5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
50-85)—“‘Will Success Spoil Rock 
Hunter?” (20th) and “The Abduc- 
tors” (20th). Fairly good $9,500. 
Last week, “Love In Afternoon” 
(AA), $8,000. 


3:10° FAST $16,000, 
DENVER; ‘AFFAIR’ 116 


Denver, Aug. 13. 

World preem of “The 3:10 To 
Yuma” at the Denver brought 
many filled houses and is giving 
this new pic a sturdy take. It will 
hold. “10 Commandments,” play- 
ing first subsequent-run at the Al- 
ladin, continues smash in third 
stanza, and stays over. “Beau 
James” is barely good at Denham. 
“Affair To Remember” still is very 
big in second entre week, and con- 
tinues on. “Pride and Passion” 
also is smash in second at Para- 
mount, and will hold again. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; $1.25-$1.50) 
—“10 Commandments” (Par) (3d 
wk), after 13 weeks at Denham. 
Big $12,000. Stays. Last week, 
same. 

Centre (Fox) (1,247; 70-$1.25)— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (2d 
wk). Big $11,000. Continues. 
Last week, $14,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,420; 70-90) 
—“Beau James” (Par). Good 
$8,000. Stays. Last week, “Lov- 
ing You” (Par) (3d wk-5 days), 


Denver (Fx) (2,525; 70-90)— 
“3:10 to Yuma” (Col) and ‘Calypso 
Heat Wave” (Col). Fast $16,000. 
Holds. Last week, “Will Success 
Spoil Rock Hunter?” (20th) and 
“Abducters” (20th), $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 70-90)— 

“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and 
“X Unknown” (WB) (2d wk). Mild 
$6,500. Last week, $15,000. 
_ Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 90- 
$1.25)—“Pride and Passion” (UA) 
(2d wk). Smash $14,000. Holding. 
Last week, $27,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (930; $1.25-$2.50)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(13th wk). Good $9,000. Holding. 
Last week, ditto. 





Socko $17,000. Last | $4,000 





Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 

Cloudy Saturday and cooler 
weather Monday spelling- some 
sharp biz in several locations this 
session. “Band « Angels” looks 
best newcomer with a smash initial 
week at Randolph, and a new rec- 
ord looms. ‘Omar Khayyam” 
shapes stout at Stanton, for second 
new entrant currently. 

“Pride and Passion” still is great 
in second round at the Viking. 
“Silk Stockings” continues big in 
second Trans-Lux week. Both 
“Around World in 80 Days” and 
“Seven Wonders of World” are 
topping last week's biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia ‘S&S) (526; 99-$1.80)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Poor $5,000. Last week, 


$5.200. 

> ‘SW - Cinerama) (1,430; 
$1.24-$2.60) — “Seven Wonders’ 
(Cinerama) (68th wk). Sturdy 
$11.70@. Last week, $10,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 55-$1.80)— 
“Affair te Remember” (20th) (3d 
wk), Okay $14,000. Last week, 
$15.000 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,250; 65- 
$1.25) — “Curse of Frankenstein” 
(WB) and “X Unknown” (WB) (2d 
wk). Off sharply to $9,500. Last 


week, $19,000. 

Green Hill (Serena) (750; 75- 
$1.25) (eloecd Sundays)—“Silken 
Affair” (Indie), Slick $6,200. Last 
week, “French Are Funny” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $3,400. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,370; 90-$1.49) 
—‘Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (2d wk). 
Slim $9,500, week, $16,000. 

Midtown .(Goldman) (1,000; $2- 
$2.75)—“Around World” (UA) (33d 


wk). Brisk $13,500. Last week, 
$13,000. 
Randol (Goldman) (2,250; 5- 


$1.35\—"Band of Angels” (Wi: 
Smash $24,000. Last week, “Intex- 
lude” (U), $8,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.49)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (2d wk’, 
Drooping to $11,000. Last week, 
$18,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483: 99-$1.49)— 
“Omar Khayyam” (Par) and “Iron 
Sheriff” (UA). Stout $10,000. Last 
week, “Oklahoman” (AA) and 
“Ride Back” (UA), $6,300. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: 99-$1.80) 
—"Silk Stockings” (M-G) (2d wk), 
Big £10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Viking ‘Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.80)— 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (2d wk). 
Great $19,000 or near, Last week, 


$28.000. 

World (Pathe) (499; 99-$1.49)— 
“Secrets of Reef” (Cont) (2d wk). 
Shallow $2,300. Last week, $3,300, 


‘Affair’ Potent $14,000, 
Cincy; ‘Love’ Sweet 126, 
‘80 Days’ Hot 196, 9th 


Cincinnati, Aug. 13. 

Better than average grosses for 
three new pix and hefty holdover 
and hard-ticket trade spell a late- 
summer winner on the Cincy pic- 
ture front this week. Newcomers 
are headed by “An Affair To Re- 
member,” good at Albee. “Love in 
Afternoon” sha as a sweet en- 
trant at Keith’s while “Gun Glory” 
looms oke at Palace. “Pride and 
Passion” continues strong in third 
round at Grand. “Around World 
in 86 Days” and “Seven Wonders 
of World” are sticking to recent 
high levels. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)—- 
“Affair To Remember” (20th). 
Good $14,000. Last week, “Silk 
Stockings” (M-G), $16,000. 

Capitel (SW-Cinerama) (1,376; 
$1.20 - $2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (62d wk). Visiting base- 





ball fans upp gate to $18,500, - 


plenty solid, and over last week's 
$17,500. 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 90-$1.50)— 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (3d wk). 
Great $12,000 after $14,000 in 
second. 

Guild (Vance) (300; 50-90) — 
“Raising a Riot” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Slow $1,100, same as last, week. 

Hyde Park (Shor) (617; 50-90)— 
“Oedipus” (Indie). Moderate $1,200. 
Last week, “Young and Passionate” 
(Indie) (m.o.) ( wk), dipped to 
$500 due to interrupted operation. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Love in Afternoon” (AA). Sweet 
$12,000. Holds on. Last week, 
—— (BV) (reissue) (2d wk), 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 75-$1.10)— 
“Gun Glory” (M-G). Oke $9,500. 
Last week, “Tip on Dead Jockey” 
(M-G), $8,000. 

Valley (Wiethe) (1,300; $1.50- 
$2.50)—“Around World” (UA) (9th 
wk). Maintaining tall $19,000 level, 
nudging last week's $19,200. Pro- 
longed success in su loca- 
tion a trade highlight here. 


' 
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DET. BIZ HITS SUMMER PEAK 





Chi OK; ‘Man’ Fine 


256, ‘Continent’ 


Bangup 126, Love’ Smooth 196, 2d, 
‘$0 Days’ Wow 256, ‘10 C's 246 


s 





Chicago, Aug. 13. + 

Action houses and roadshows! 
are taking the forefront on_the| 
Loop boxoffice scene during these} 
dog days. Holdovers take a dip 
this frame and major newcomers 
are few. 

“Man on Fire” starts off an okay 
week at the Woods for $25,000. 
The Esquire goes arty this frame 
with “Lost Continent” for a nifty) 
$12,000. 

“Pickup Alley”-“Burglar” combo 
is holding at Roosevelt as one of 
the best of several strong recent 
entries at this house. “ d of 
Angels,” which came into the Chi- 
cago at a moderate altitude, takes 
a normal drop for second. “Love 
in Afternoon” holds up nicely in 
gecond round at United Artists. 
“Rising of Moon” is rated potent 
in first holdover week at the S 

“Affair to Remember” in fourth 
stanza at Oriental is tidy. “Pride 
and Passion” in seventh at State- 
Lake still is solid, “Silk Stock- 
ings” in same frame at the Loop 
looms trim. 

“Around World” is close te ca- 
pacity in 19th week at Todd’s 
Cinestage while “Seven Wonders” 
holds to its fast pace at the Palace! 
in 34th session. “10 Command- 
ments” is still socke in 38th round 
at McVickers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicage (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Band of Angels” (WB) (2d wk). 
Neat $20,000. Last week, $27,000. 

Cinema (Indie) (495; 85)—Sub- 
sequent-run. Last week, “French 
yh Funny Race” (Indie) (34 wk), 


Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,400; 
$1.25\—“Lost Continent” (Teitel). 
Smash $12,000. Last week, “Monte 
Carle Story” (UA) (2d wk), ee 

Garrick (‘B&K) (850; 90-$1. 25)— 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) (Sth wk). 
Great $13,000. Last week, pe 

Grand (Indie) (1,200; 96-$1.25 
“Way te Gold” (20th) and “Black 
Whip” (20th). Lush $10,000. Last 
week, “Gun Glory” (M-G) 
“Living Idol” (M-G), $13,000. 

Leep (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50)— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) (7th wk). 
Trim $9,000. Last week. $8,500. 

MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 


$3.30)\—"‘10 Commandments” (Par) 
(38th wk). Wow $24,000. Last 
week, $24,500. 


Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 67-87)— 
“Vintage” (M-G) and a — 
Reno” | (Rep). Ripe 


$4,500. 
week, “Young Don't t Cry” (Col) rm 
“No Time to Be Young” (Col), 
$4,000 


Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 90-$1.50) 
—Affair to Remember” (20th) 
(Continued on page 21) 


‘80 Days’ Great $16,000, 
Indols.; ‘Tammy’ Nifty - 
8G, 2d; ‘Gun’ Slow 66 


Indianapolis, Aug. 13. 

Greater Indianapolis apparently 
concentrated all efforts to giving 
“Around the World in 80 Days” a 
big sendoff at the Lyric, so that 
three holdovers dot program here 
this stanza. “Around World” 
shapes smash opening week and 
looks set for next several months. 
“Gun Glory.” only other new 
starter, shapes slow at Loew’s. 
“Tammy and Bachelor” at Circle; 
“Loving You” at Indiana; and “Af- 
fair to Remember” at Keith's are 
doing well on holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrille-Dolle) (2,800; 
60-90/—“Tammy and_ Bachelor” 
(U) and “Man Afraid’ '"(U) (2d wk). 
Nifty $8,000 after sock $14,000 


opener. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 60-90)— 
“Loving You” (Par) and “Lucky 
Man” (Par) (2d wk). Good $5,000 
in 4 days or about $17,500 for run. 

Keith’s (C-D) (1,200; 75-$1.25)— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (4th 
wk-5 days). Satisfactory $5,000. 
Last week, $7,500. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,427; 60-85)— 
“Gun Glory” (M-G) and he 
Caper” (UA). Slow $6,000. 
week, “Silk Stockings” (M-G) ro 
“Living Idol” (M-G), $7,000. 

Lyrie (C-D) (900; $1.25-$2.20)— 





urf.| Wonders” 


‘BAND’ BRISK $19,000, 
D.C.; ‘EAGELS’ 146, 2D 


Washington, Aug. 13. 

With only one newcomer on the 
mainstem horizon, at first glance 
the b.o. shapes on slow side. The 
newie,. “Band of Angels,” is fine 
in two spots. Several holdover 
situations are lively, and above the 
midsummer level. These include 
second stanza of “Pride and Pas- 
sion” at RKO Keith’s; “Jeanne 
Fagels” at Trans-Lux; and reissue 
of “Bambi” at Loew’s Columbia. 
Influx of tourists, thanks to hypo 
of Summer Jubilee promotion, is 
reflected in sturdy takes of “Seven 
at the Warner and 
“Around the World” at the Up- 
town. . 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (SW) (1,490; 80- 
$1.10) — “Band of Angels” (WB). 
Fine $6,000. Last week, “Curse of 
Frankenstein” (WB) and “The Un- 
known” (WB), $7,000 in 10 days. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 85-$1.25)— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (3d- 

(Continued on page 21) 


8 Days’ Terrif 
$15,000, Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 
Toronto first-runs are being 





helped by big newcomers and $10 


upped scales in certain situations 
this week. “Around World in ~ 
Days,” sold out a month ahead, is 
‘—/ capacity on preem session at the 
Tivoli. Another newcomer doing 
turnaway biz over weekend include 
“Pride and Passion,” at Carl- 
ton. of rankenstein” 
looms big at The Imperial, Canada’s 
largest cinema. “Beau James” is 
nice at a Famous Players three- 
house combo. ‘“Hatful of Rain” 
shapes trim at the University. 
“Night Passage” stays big in third 
frame. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Rank) (2,518; 75-$1.50) 
—*Pride and Passion” (UA). Sock 
$30,000. Last week, “Island in 
_ (20th) (5th wk)y $8,000 at $1 
op 

Christie, Colony, Danforth, Hum- 
ber, Hyland (Rank) (877; 838; 
1,330; 1,203; 1,357; $1)—“Admir- 
able Crichton” (Col) (2d wk). Big 
$17,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarbor, 
State (Taylor) (1,054; 995; 694; 
698; 50-75)—“Tarzan and Lost Sa- 
fari” (M-G) and “Bowery Boys 
Spook Chasers” (AA). Big $13,000. 
Last week, “Slander” (M-G) and 
“Hot Summer Night” (M-G), $9,500. 

Eglinton, Palace, Runnymede 
(FP) (1,080; 1,485; 1,385; 60-$1)— 
“Beau James” (Par). Fine $16,000. 
Last week, “Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter?” (20th), $9,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,344; 60-$1.10)— 
“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and 

“X ..., the Unknown” (WB). Big 
$18,000. Last week, “Love in Af- 
ternoon” (AA) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,098; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Man on Fire” (M-G). Just okay 
at $10,500. Last week, “Sweet 
Smell of Success” (UA) (3d wk), 
$10,000. 

Tivoli (FP) (955; $1.75-$2.40)— 
“Around World” (UA). With three 
weekend matinees and six night 
performances on reserved seat 
basis, house is a capacity $15,000 
opening week. Last week, “Okla- 
homa” (Magna) (67th wk), spurt- 
ing to $15,500 on final stanza at 
$1.50-$2, plus extra performances. 

University (FP) (1,556; 60-$1)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Will Success 
Spoil Rock Hunter?” (20th), $7,000 
for best of four-house tiein. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,096; 75-$1.25) 

—“‘Night Passage” (U) (3d wk). 
Holding big at $7,500. Last week, 


“Around World in 80 Days” (UA). | $9.500. 


Sock $16.000. Last week, 


“10 > 


York (FP) (877; $1.25-$2\—“10 





Commandments” (Par) (27th wk), 
$14,000, 


Commandments” (Par) (38th wk). 
Good $5,500. Last week, same. 





| 


| 








EAGELS,” “BAND, 
END OTANDOUT 


Detroit, Aug. 13. 

Biz is soaring here this session 
| with four newcgmers proving to be 
‘smash hits at the boxoffice. It is | 
the best ee week here in| 
months. “Band of*Angels” is sock 
at the Palms. “Jeanne Eagels” 
looks terrific in opening session at 
the Adams. “Beginning of End” 
shapes wham at the Broadway- 
Capitol. Reissue of “Bambi” looms 
great at the Fox. 

“Pride and Passion” continues 
smash in third week at the Michi- 
gan. Long-termers, “Around 
World in 80 Days” at United Art- 
ists, “Seven Wonders of World” 
at Music Hall and “10 Command- 
ments” at the Madison are all do- 
ing terrific biz. 

v Estimates for This Week 
(Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 90- 
(BV) (reissue) 


‘Fox 
$1.25)—“Bambi” 


and “Courage of Black Beauty”! Tide” (Indie). Big $5,000. Last 
(20th). Great $22,000 or near.| week, “Prince and Showgirl” (WB) 
Last week, “Will Success Spoil|and “Pawnee” (Rep) (2d wk’, 
Rock Hunter?” (20th) and “Abduc- | $3,000. 


tors” (20th), $12,500. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
90-$1.25)—"Pride and Passion” 


(UA) (3d = Big $16,000. Last 
week, $24,000 
Palms (UD) (2,961; 90-$1.25)— 


“Band of Angels” (WB) and “Bail- 
out at 43,000” (Rep). 
000. Last week, “Night Passage” 
(U) and “Public Pigeon No. 1” (U) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$2.75) 

—"10 Commandments” ‘Par) (37th 
wk). Great $14,000. Last week, 
$12,000. 

Broadway-Capitel (UD) (3,500; 
90-$1.25) — “Beginning of End” 
(AB-PT) and “Unearthly” (AB-PT). 
Wham $24,000. Last week, “Teen- 
Age Werewolf” (AIP) and “Inva- 
sion of Saucer Man” (AIP) (2d wk), 


,000. 
United Artists. (UA) (1,668; 
$1.25-$3)—“‘Around World” (UA) 
(33d wk). Great $21,500. Last 
week, $24,000 
Adams (Balaban) (1, 700; 90-$1.50) 
—“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). Wow} 
$25,000. Last week, “Gun Glory” 
(M-G), $6,500. 
Music Hall (SW - Cinerama) 
(1,205; $1.50-$2.65)—“Seven Won- 
ders” (Cinerama) (52d wk). Big 
$18,900. Last week, $19,300. 
Krim (Krim) (1,000; $1.25)— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Good $9,000. Last week, $11,400: 


. ’ . 
‘Pride’ Mighty 356 In 
)) oo 
Hub; ‘Rain’ Lively 166, 
Lewis Bright 236, 2d 
Boston, Aug. 13. 
“Pride and Passion,” opener of 
the new Gary, former Plymouth 
legiter, is hottest thing in town. 
New Sack house is the 16th 
run house here. “Pride” shapes 
terrific at this 1,340-seater. 
overs prevail this frame with only 
“Giant Claw,” at Pilgrim and “It 
Happened in Park” at Trans-Lux 
being newies. “Hatful of Rain” 
is boffo in second round at the 
Astor. “Silk Stockings” is hold- 


ing big at State and Orpheum 
while “Delicate Delinquent” books 





solid at Paramount and Fenway 
co ‘ ‘Night Passage” 
bright in — at cao 
Estimates for This W 
Astor Daa) “1.372: oost 50)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th). Slick 
$16,000. Last week, $18 . 
Beacon Hill (Sack) (678; 90- 


$1.25)—“Nana” (Times) (5th wk). 
Fine $7,500. Last week, $8,500. 

Boston (SW-Cinerama) ° (1,354: 
$1.25-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (5ist wk). Sturdy 
$14,000. Last weck $15.500 

Exeter (Indie) (1,290; 20-81. 25)— 
“Green Man” (DCA’ (2d wk). First 


(Continued on page 21) 
—_—_—— eee 
Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; Le., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
— figures are net in- 


= parenthetic 
however. as indicate, 
the U. S. amusement 
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Rain Perks B'way Biz; ‘Curse’ Wham 


Smash $30,- | $6 


Day.” 





fnelade 


$72,000, ‘Fire’ Hot 286, ‘Stockings’ 
Slick $149,000, 4th; ‘Pride’ 346, 7th 


+ 
? 


‘TAMMY’ TALL $10,500, | 
OMAHA; ‘OMAR’ BIG 5G 


Omaha, Aug. 13. 

All new entries at downtown) 
first-runs this week, and the sev-| 
eral are proucing excellent biz.' 
“Tammy and Bachelor” is smash | 
at the Orpheum while “Silk Stock- | 
ings” is strong at State. “Omar 
Khayyam” looms big at Brandeis. 
“Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter” 
opened mild at the Omaha but 
looms only fair on week. 

Estimates for This Week 

‘Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 75-90)— 

“Omar Khayyam” (Par) and “Black 





Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 75-90) 
—“Will Success Spoil Rock Hun- 
ter” (20th) and “Lure of Swamp” 
(20th). Fair $6,000. Last week, 
“Beginning of End” (ABPT) and 
“Unearthly” (ABPT) with Gene 
Vincent stageshow for two days, | 

500 


Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 75-) 
90)—“Tammy and Bachelor” (U). 
Brisk $10,500. Last week, “Night 
Passage” (U), $9,000. 

State (Goldberg) (850; 75-90)— | 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G). Great $8,-| 
000 or near. Last week, “Bambi” 
(BY) (2d wk), $4,800 


Curse’ Oke $8,000, | 
K.C.; ‘80 Days 1G 


Kansas City, Aug. 13. 

Picture lineup is on moderate 
side this week. Newcomers in- 
clude “Midnight Story” in three 
Fox Midwest houses, “Curse of 
Frankenstein” behind strong baliy- 
hoo at Paramount and “Gun 
Glory” at Midland. “Curse” is 
best bet of trio. Fox Midwest has 
moved three usual subsequent- 
runs, Brookside, Apollo and Vista, 
into first-run for week with “20! 
Million Miles to Earth” and “27th 














Estimates for This Week 
Apollo, Breokside, Vista (Fox Mid- 
west) (1,050; 1,021; 900; 85c)—“20 
Million Miles to Earth” (Col) and 
“27th Day” (Col). Brings these 
three houses into first-run, mod- 
erate $6,000, Last week, subse- 
quent-runs. 

Dickinson, Glen, Shawnee Drive- 
In, Leawood Drive-In (Dickinson) 
(750; 700; 1,100 cars; 900 cars; 85c 
person)—“Bop Girl Goes Calypso” 
(UA) and “Bayou” (UA). Light 
$9,000. Last week, “Dino” (AA) 
anc §=“Destination 60,000" (UA), 
$13,000. 

Midland (Loew) (3,500; 60-80)— 
“Gun Glory” (M-G) and “Hidden 
— (Col). Mild $7,000. Last 
week, “Silk Stockings” (M-G) and 
“Living Idol” (M-G), at 90c top, | 





shapes | $8,000 


Missouri (SW-Cinerama) (1,194; 
$1.25-$2) — “Cinerama Holiday” | 
(Cinerama) (23d wk). Next to 


week, 

Paramount (UP) (1,900; 75-90)— 
“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and/| 
“X Unknown” (WB). Okay $8,000) 
or near. Last week, “Beau James” 
(Par) $6,000, 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; 90-$1.50)| 

—‘Pride and Passion” (UA) (2d | 
wk). Holds at fast pace, $9,500; 
stays on. Last week, $12,000. 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (1,145;) 
$1.25-$2)—“Around World in 80 
Days” (UA) (11th wk). Big $11,-) 
000. Last week, same. 

Uptown (‘Fox Midwest) (2,043; 
75-90) “Affair to Remember” 
(20th) (2d wk). Fair $5,000 in 6 
days. Last week, with Esquire, 
Fairway, Granada, 

Esquire, Fairway, Granada (Fox 
Midwest) (820; 700; 1,217; 75-90)— 
“Midnight Story” ye and 
Dakota” (U). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, moe ge A Uptown, “Affair to 
Remember” and “Apache 
Warrior” (20th), > Esquire and 
Granada, $18,000. 


closing, whopping $16,000. Last 
$12,000. 








i 


“Joe w 


$1.80)\—“Night 
wk-5 days). 


Two new, strong entries along 
| with much cooler weather is giv- 
ing Broadway film business a wel- 
come shot in the arm in the cur- 
rent session. A dark, rainy Satur- 
| day followed by heavy rain Mon- 
day and cool breezes helped many 
theatres. It is enabling some 
houses to equal or top last week's 
trade. 

“Curse of Frankenstein” soared 
to a terrific $72,000 opening week 
plus a midnight preview at the 
Paramount. It gave the Par flag- 
ship its biggest opening week orm 


| straight-film policy in the last two 


years. “Fire Down Below” looks 
to wind initial session today with 
a sock $28,000 at the Astor. 

“Silk Stockings” with stageshow 
is heading for a smash $149,000 in 
current (4th) week at the Music 
Hall or about $500 better than the 
third. It continues, “Affair To 
Remember” plus stageshow looks 
to get a good $76,000 in its fourth 
round at the Roxy. 

Palace launched its straight-film 
ow pl with an elaborate preem 

st night (Tues.), first Universal 
pic in being “Man Of a Thousand 
Faces.” “Pride and Passion” 
climbed ahead of its previous 
week with an okay $34,000 in sight 
for current (7th) stanza at the 
Capitol. “Escapade” wound its 
first week at arty Trans-Lux 52d 
Street with a good $7,500. “Night 
Passage” hit okay $11,000 in third 
round of five days at Mayfair. 

“Doctor At Large” held with a 
sock $12,000 in second frame at 
the Sutton. “Sweet Smell of Suc- 
cess” is holding near the previous 
week's total with a solid $17,000 
likely for seventh session at the 
State. “Hatful of Rain” likewise 
is not far behind last week's figure 
with a lively $18,000 for fourth 
stanza. “Passionate Summer,” 
which was big $7,500 in third week 
at the Paris, is running near that 
figure in present (4f) round. 

Hard-ticket pix also are reflect- 
ing the cooler weather. “Around 
World in 80 Days” ‘still is capacity 
$37,100 for the just completed 43d 
round at the Rivoli. “10 Com- 


;}mandments” is pushing to a great 


$44,000 or near in 40th week at the 
Criterion, nearly $3,000 ahead of 
last session. “Seven Wonders of 
World” went up to $2,100 over a 
week ago to land a socko $33,900 
in 70th stanza at the Warner. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— 
“Fire Down Below” (Col). First 
round ending today (Wed.) looks to 
hit lofty $28,000 or near. Holds, 
natch! In ahead, “Beau James’ 
(Par) (6th wk), $11,000. 

Little Carnegie (‘L. Carnegie) 
(550; $1.25-$1.80)—"“Lovers’ Net" 
(Times) (4th wk). Third frame fin- 
ished Sunday (11) was nice $5,400, 
Serond was $7,800. 


Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25- 
$1.80)\—“Maid in Paris” (Cont) 
(5th wk). Present round winding 


tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading for 
big $5.500. Fourth was $6,500. 

Capitel (Loew) (4.820; $1-$2.50) 

—*“Pride and Passion” (UA) (7th 
wk). Seventh week ending tomor- 
row (Thurs.) looks to climb to an 
okay $34000 or near. Sixth was 
$31.50. An unusually large Satur- 
| day gave this a lift. Stays on, 
with “Jeanne Eagels” (Col) due to 
open late this month. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,671: $1.80- 
$3.30)—“10 Commandments” (Par) 
(40th wk). Current stanza ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) looks like great 
$44.000 in 15 performances. The 
39th week was $41,200 in same 
number of shows. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘“Light Across Street” (UMPO) 
(3d wk). Second session ended 
Sunday {11) was good $5,400. First 
week, $8,200. 

55th St. Playhouse (Moss) (300; 
$1.25-$1.80) — “Rising of Moon” 


(WB) (6th wk). Fifth frame ended 
yesterday (Tues.) was nice $6,500. 
Fourth, $7.000 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)~ 


“Green Man” (DCA) (13th wk). 


Hit fancy $6,000 in 12th round con- 
cluded yesterday (Tues.). The 11th 


$6,500. ewer: in-Law” 


ns Aug. 1 
(Brandt) (1,736; 79- 
Passage” (U) (3d 
Week ended last Sun- 
(Continued on page 21) 
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(Cont) 
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United Artists ‘Pink’ Into Nabes 
But Chicago Shifts Seen Over: 


e e gram, designed to fill the void re- 
sulting from no production at its | 
niver. es Hollywood studio, has been in- 


By DAVE LEVADI 
Chicago, Aug. 6. 


tribs against the idea of upgrading 
outlying houses. Although Uni- 
versal has on the whole upped the 


A third distributor has jumped | summer grosses of some “B” and 


on the 


bandwagon here 


playing outside the downtown-near 


north side area by fall. 
United Artists has “Fuzzy Pink 


Nightgown” set for a nabe break 


sans Loop run Aug. 16 in an as yet 
undetermined number of theatres. 
United Artists midwest district 
manager Harry Goldman explained 
that this is not the forerunner of 
UA policy here. Current Loop 
product jam is the generally ac- 


cepted reason for UA’s move, plus 
the fact that virtually no major 
product is scheduled for first out- 
lving run on that date except for a 
Universal package headed by “Run 
which makes its Chi 


of Arrow,” 

break in the nabes. Most Balaban 
& Katz “A” houses, none of which 
is playing th es of Universal 


packages, are expected to take the 
UA pic that will in most cases run 
with “Beau James,” which just 
completed a sturdy engagement at 
the Esquire. Probably 30-40 houses 
will have the UA pic as against 15- 
20 with the Universal package. 

Universal has decided that there 
wili be no continuation of the 
policy of nabe first-runs after the 
current five or six packages are ex- 
hausted. The unannounced appear- 
ance of Charles J. Feldman, chief 
sales manager for Universal, at the 
Chicago office has been interpreted 
as the sign-off on the Universal ex- 
periment by film row. 


Universal's attempt, which was | 


necessitated by a backlog of prod- 
uct, has so far been most success- 
ful in houses which have been rele- 
gated to second and third outlying 
run dates. Ozoners, too, have gen- 
erally fared well with the Uni- 
versal double-features, and the pro- 
cedure is now a respectable one 
that major distributors can follow 
without feeling that the kiss of 
death has been put on any picture 
so released, The procedure was 
followed by Paramount with “Lov- 
ing You,” which fared well in cer- 
tain neighborhoods but which, 
judging by other pix starring disk 
names, “Love Me Tender” and 
“Bernardine,” would have fared 
poorly in the Loop. : 

Still the Universal plan isn’t con- 
sidered an adequate success. Sev- 
eral large houses which normally 
play first outlying run have not 
found the additional cost of adver- 
tising and the rentals compensated 
for by the first run product, and 
some have even been outgrossed by 
neighboring theatres playing sub- 
sequent runs. Publicity for @ 
neighbrhood opening is also more 
difficult and expensive. And in 
Chicago an additional difficulty 
exists: Chicago is a double feature 
town and while distribs are hard 
put to play their product down- 
town, they usually do not have ade- 
quate product to keep outlying 
houses supplied with diversified 
product. Thus first run breaks in 
outlying houses would mean pair- 
ing pictures either with other first- 
runs or with subsequent runs. It 
is doubtful that Universal could 
continue its present policy even if 
it wanted to because of the rapidity 
with which product gets eaten up 
when put on double bills. More- 
over for houses te become known as 
first-run theatres, the policy would 
have to be followed consistently 
rather than every other week. Nev- 
ertheless the nabe situation was 
eased this summer by Universal’s 
move in that a diversity of product 
was offered in many areas where 
nearby theatres previously booked 
day-and-date. 

The neighborhood product short- 
age caused by the double feature 
policy which pervades this town 
leaves the way open for distribs 
who will have occasional product 
they can show off better in certain 
locations than they ean downtown. 
Still the headaches of publicizing 
first run pix in multiple release and 
pairing them for double feature, to 
saw nothing of missed grosses from 
downtown houses which get the 
out-of-towners, have set most dis- 


outlying district first-run|“C” houses there is no denying 
but the momen- | that the total Chicago grosses will 


| fall well below what they should 
tum is dying, and there yead nail | have been had they been preceded 
signs that first-runs will still be | by a downtown run. 


} 
' 








UEnds First-Runs 
In Chicago Nabes 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 
Definite signoff on nabe first-runs 
has been given by Universal and a 
peace exists now between that dis- 


trib and Balaban & Katz, kingpin | 


theatre circuit in Chi. With the last 
Universal packages for nabe re- 
lease set for this month two major 
pix were skedded for the B&K 
State-Lake and Chicago immediate- 
ly following the appearance of 


Charles J. Feldman, U’s sales man- | 


ager, in Chicago last week. 


“Man of 1,000 Faces” is set for | 


the Chicago Theatre late in Sep- 
tember and “Jet Pilot” opens at 
the State-Lake following “Jean 
Eagels” which opens there this 
week, 


GREMLINS MAR TOKYO 
‘80 DAYS’ PREMIERE 


Tokyo, Aug. 6. 

The premiere splash of “Around 
the World in 80 Days” last month 
was marred by complaints of a bad 
sound system and an occasionally 
fuzzy image. 

Arnold Picker, v-p in charge of 
foreign distribution for United 
Artists, gave reason for the ill ef- 
fects as lack of preparation for the 
local technicians in handling the 
unique process. Picker stated the 
reasons for the complaints were 
not in evidence the next day, but a 
week later, some complaints con- 
tinued. 

The invitational premiere was 
claimed to be the first “Hollywood 
type” opening in Tokyo, with a half 
hour of tv time, kleig lights, local 
film stars, Government officials, 
industry leaders and members 6f 
the Imperial Family. 

Although on the day after the 
premiere Picker spoke of an ‘ad- 
vance sale of 33,000 tickets, within 
the week, tickets could be had at 
the boxoffice for the next day's 
showings. 

Film opened at the remodeled 
CineStage Piccadilly, a 1,366-seater, 
and is having 10 showings a week, 
all seats reserved at seven price 
brackets ranging from 210 yen (58 
cents) to 800 yen ($2.22). Version 
shown is 35m. Asked why not in 
Todd-AO, especially since Tokyo 
has a Todd-AO equipped theatre, 
Shinjuku’s Koma Stadium, Picker 
replied, “That’s the way Mr. Todd 
wanted it.” He cited other foreign 
openings, Rome, London and Cara- 
eas, as not being in Todd-AO. 

While acknowledging defects in 
the premiere showing, Picker 
called the complaints “very exag- 
gerated” and expressed satisfaction 
with the adjustments. 

Shortly after the opening, he 





left with Mrs. Picker for Hong | 


Kong and Manila before returning 
to his New York office. Alfred 
Katz, who was here for the pre- 
miere, was scheduled to visit 
Manila, Hong Kong, Thailand, Sin- 
gapore and return to the U.S. via 
Europe. 


Willis Shaffer Tops 
UA’s ‘Queens’ Trip 





Willis E. Shaffer, manager of the | 


Fox Theatre, Hutchinson, Kans., 
copped top prize in United Artists’ 


campaign competition for “King | 


and Four Queens.” His promotion 
of the picture brought him a cash 
award of $2,500 plus a trip to Holly- 
wood, 

All theatremen in the United 
States and Canada who played the 
Russ-Field production were en- 
titled to compete. 


| Joseph Bellfort in U. S. A. 
On Future European-Made 
Features for RKO Sale 


An overseas film-making pro- 


itiated by. RKO on behalf of its 
foreign distribution setup. Num- 
ber of deals are pending according 
to Joseph Bellfort, company’s Euro- 
pean-Near East general manager, 
and some are expected to be con- 
summated during the exee’s month- 


office. 


he amplified, most of them will be 
either wholly or in part by RKO. 


iu. S 

As now envisioned, the film- 
making program calls for some to 
be co-produced and some to be 


made by RKO alone while others | 


will merely be distributed in cer- 
tain territories by the company. 
Several foreign producers, whom 
| Bellfort failed to identify, are said 
to be en route to the U. S. to close 
jtransactions with Bellfort and 
other homeoffice execs. 

Bellfot, who noted the company 
had filled out its release slate pre- 
viously with product picked up 
locally, conceded RKO’s active par- 
ticipation in continental production 
| represents departure from past poli- 

cy. “Picked up” product, he said, 
|has been quite successful and esti- 
|mated that such films will repre- 
{sent 25% of the firm’s total release 
j Slate over the coming year. 

He recalled that RKO distrib- 
uted the. German-made “08/15” in 
France, It was said to be one of 
the Gallic country’s highest gross- 
jing pictures, likewise, the distrib 
|released 15 German films in Ger- 
;|many, “seven or eight local pic- 
{tures” in France, etc. 

Reviewing the overall situation 
jin his territory, Bellfort. asserted 
|business is 10% ahead of last 
year’s billings. He ascribed the 
rise to a “more concentrated” dis- 
tribution. He also asserted that 
competition from ty has caused lit- 
tle impact on the European box- 
office. Exhibitors, too, are show- 
ing initiative with extensive re- 
furbishing programs aimed at at- 
tracting customers. 


18 NATIONS IN VENICE 
DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL 


Venice, Aug. 13. 

Eighteen countries are currently 
participating in the Eighth Docu- 
mentary Film Festival here while 
13 nations are competing here in 
the Ninth Festival of Film for 
Children, also in Venice. Both of 
these sub-sections of the main 18th 
Venice Film Festival wind up 
Aug. 21 while the main feature 
event gets going Aug. 25. An inno- 
vation this year, the First Venicé 
Newsreel Festival runs for two 
days, starting Aug. 23. 

Nations participating in the doc- 
umentary and short subject event 
are the U.S., with a selection sent 
by the State Department as well 
as the Film Council of America 
and Walt Disney Productions 
(“Portugal” and “Our Friend the 
Atom”) ; Britain, Austria, Belgium, 
Canada, Czechoslovakia, Ceylon, 
France, Germany, India, Italy, Jugo- 
|slavia, Holland Poland, Rumania, 
| Spain, Hungary and Soviet Russia. 

Jurists for this large-scale event, 
| with its hundreds of entries, are 
Jerzy Toeplitz (Poland); John 
| Huntley (Britain); Gene Moskowitz 
| (U.S.); Georges Rouquier (France); 
j}and Enrico Gras (Italy). Thirteen 
|countries are in the running for 
| the children’s film prizes. 


3 NW Cinemas Reopen 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 
; Film industry here is finding en- 











'ing recent weeks reopenings of 
| Shuttered theatres have far out- 
numbered closings, 
| Theatres in New Prague, Minn., 
j}and Wessington, S. D., dark for 
; many months, have been re-light- 
} ed. And at Elgin, N.D., long with- 
| out a theatre, 22 businessmen have 
banaed together to launch a show- 
house for which they’re employing 
;Clarence Harter, New Leipzig, 
| N.D., exhibitor, as manager, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


“Around the World In 80 Days” (UA) is at the Strand, Hartford for 
eight weeks sure in Todd-AO process. The opening drew producer Mike. 
Todd who enlivened the usual press interview with a reprise of his 


| jabs at the “old guard” in the film biz. He defined them as aging minds 
| which resent bright youngsters like himself. 

In general, motion pictures from production to projection, need a 
new approach. This means more showmanship, merchandising, sales- 
manship. Todd considers politics and hotels more adept at selling their 


| products than film people. Asked what he meant, he swept his hand 
|about the Terrace Room of the Statler Hotel where the party took 
| place, indicating that it's well lighted, architectural designed appear- 
;ance was meant to be eye selling. Probably Todd didn’t know the 
| Hilton chain's public relations chief is John Joseph, ex-Balaban & Katz, 


‘ t the N Vaile Seinen | RKO, Universal, Metro and Cinerama. 
ong stay a e New or. ome- | 





Community Court Motel, built in Saratoga, N.Y. by the late Walter 
Bellfort, who arrived in Gotham | Reade Sr. five years ago, at a reported cost of approximately $250,000, 
last week on his annual visit, de- | was auctioned Saturday (10) for $161,000 to Mrs. Laura Leibnian and 
clined to specify just how many | her son, Abraham, of Miami Beach, Fla. They were expected to com- 
pictures would be turned out. But, | plete the transaction in New York this week. 
| Congress Theatre Building was also put on the block Saturday, 
produced in Italy, France or Ger-| under a directive of Walter Reade Inc. However, the only bid for 
many and some will be financed | $20,000 by a Saratoga contractor and real estate investor, was rejected, 
The 1,000-seater, which has been playing “The Ten Commandments,” 
These deals, he added, won't pre- and the three-story office structure that is a part of it, were erected 
clude possible production in the | in the 1920’s by William E. Banton. 





| Albany’s The Evangelist, Roman Catholic organ, in an editorial (2), 
| declared that the Appellate Division of the N.Y. Supreme Court “did 
|@ grave disservice to the cause of morality and solaced the forces of 


the showing of ‘Lady Chatterly’s 
Court was “semanticall:- slavish” 


| defined.” 


evil, by declaring that the refusal of the Regents to grant a license for 


Lover’ was unconstitutional.” The 
in its decision, according,to the 


editorial. Associate Justice William H. Coon, in writing the opinion 
(unanimous), held the film not obscene “as the term is now judicially 





Brenda Lee Oughta Be Her Staccato Self, Not 


Shirley Temple Reprise 





Chicago B.O. Taxes 
Chicago, Aug. 13. 

City taxes on film house 
grosses for the month of June 
(paid in July) totaled $81,977 
as against $79,224 for the same 
period in 1956. 

The total for the first six 
months of 1957 is still over 
10% less than the first six 
months of last year. 


Import Duties 
Loom for Egypt 


Paris, Aug. 6. 
Picture business continues to be 
dull in Egypt, with boxoffice re- 
ceipts in first-run houses reported 
to be down about 25%, according 
to Yank observers recently there. 
Subsequent situations have declin- 


ed as much as 50% compared with 
a year ago. The Egyptian govern- 
ment appears to have recognized 
the critical state of the country’s 
film industry on the production 
side as well as the cinemas. It is 
proceeding with plans to aid the 
national cinema via a fund drive 
which would be partly financed by 
duties on imports plus other taxes. 

Coin ‘thus collected would be 
plowed back into supervised and 
approved local production, with 
the intent of raising both technical 
and artistic quality of Egyption 
film production. 

Observers trying to figure why 
Egypt failed to stop or even cut 
down the import of foreign pix 
into the country—in the face of in- 
crease anti-West hostility there— 
point out the following arguments: 
¢1) imports are a means of gath- 
ering coin for aid to the local pic 
industry; (2) they are a vital aid to 
hard-put Egyptian exhibs, who 
need the still-popuiar foreign fare; 
and (3) they act as morale-boost- 
ers for the populace, which would 
resent the cut-off of foreign (Yank) 
pix, as adding to their current lo- 
eal troubles. 

The Communist-block countries 
appear to be making a determined 
effort to break intg and exploit the 
Egyption market. It's reported 
that they have recently taken a 
five-year lease on a downtown the- 
atre in Cairo, which is to be used 
exclusively for showings of films 
produced in countries under the 
Soviet orbit. 





Cine-World Productions Inc. has 
been authorized to conduct a mo- 
tion pictures business in New York. 
Capital stock is 200 shares, no par 
value. Hess, Mela, Segall, Popkin 
& Guterman were filing attorneys 





at Albany. 


Springfield, Ill., Aug: 13. 

Brenda Lee won't be doing “The 
Shirley Temple Story” or any re- 
makes of Temple-type tune films 
if the rock ’n’ roll moppet’s mother 
has anything to say about it. 

“I don’t want them trying to 
turn Brenda into something she’s 
not,” Mrs. Grace Rainwater, moth- 
er of the 12-year-old “Ozark Ju- 
bilee” grad, said in regard to re- 
puted film offers currently being 
extended. 

“Twentieth Century-Fox has a 
script which fits Brenda real good,” 
Mrs. Rainwater said, “but I sort of 
hate to think what could happen 
to her if she made movies which 
didn't fit her.” 

Mrs, Rainwater, who currently 
is touring with the most famous of 
her four children isn’t the stereo- 
typed stage mom, 

“I don’t know much about show 
business or music, so I just let 
Brenda and Jay (Rainwater, 
Brenda’s stepfather) handle these 
things,” Mrs. Rainwater said of 
such appearances as her 
Illinois State Fair date (Aug. 9). 

Brenda’s stop in Springfield was 
plagued by a raft of snafus includ- 
ing no hotel accommodations and 
no arrangements for Hal MclIn- 
tyre’s band. Brenda’s song charts 
got misplaced somewhere between 
New York and the midwest. 

After a rehearsal which the 
petite “songstress termed “terrible” 
her staccato style warbling literal- 
ly stopped the show at the fair 
grandstand. Headliner Howard 
Keel found himself apologizing 
for following her next-to-closing 
bit. And, Keel is practically a 
hometown product (nearby Gilles- 
pie, Ml.). 


DROP FILMS FOR 
HARRY BELAFONTE 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12, 
When Harry Belafonte brings 
bh); show into United Paramount’s 
4,100-seat Radio City for three 





the theatre will be scaled at $5.50 
as for Victor Borge at the same 
showhouse recently. 

The house will be shut off from 
its usual screen fare during the 
Belafonte engagement, just as it 
was during that of Borge's. For 
two nights and a matinee (March 
22-23) Borge grossed $32,000. 

Until a few years ago Radio City 
played occasional vaudefilm shows. 
It tried a comeback with one such 
this month, headlined by Herb 
Shriner and the Jimmy Dorsey 
band, and the financial results were 
disastrous (a $11,000 gross at $1.50 
night admission), although the town 
hadn't had any one of the layouts 





in more than two years. 





nights and a matinee, Aug. 15-17, © 


’ tse 6 *e* 





i! oe a 








iy Hh LONDON OFFICE 
Trafeiger Square 


8 St. Martin's Piece, 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 





11 





Now London Plans Festival to Show 
Best Pix From All European Fests 


r 





London, Aug. 13. 

The pick of the European film 
festivals in Cannes, Berlin and 
Venice will be selected for a Film 
Fest being organized here, being 
skedded to run Oct. 16-26. Junket 
will be held at the new National 
Film Theatre on the south bank, 
which is due to be officially opened 
Oct. 15. 

The London festival is being 
jointly organized by the British 
Film’ Institute and the Sunday 
Times. Aim is to screen some of 
the most original entries from 
other festivals, particularly those 
which would not otherwise reach 
British audiences. 

Apart. from British and Ameri- 
can films, the London Fest pro- 
gram will include productions from 
Japdn, Germany, France, Russia, 
Hungary, Sweden and other coun- 
tries. The first list of selections 
includes a trio of films screened 
at Cannes. These are “House of 
the Angel”. (Argentine), “Kanal” 
(Poland) and “Duped Till Dooms- 
day” (East Germany). Last week, 
the Sunday Times dubbed the 
venture as “a Festival of Festivals.” 


U.S. Majors Sign 
Pact With ACTT 


London, Aug. 13. 

An agreement between the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. and the 
Assn. of Cine, Television and Al- 
lied Technicians, negotiated under 
the auspices of the Ministry of La- 
bor, puts on a regulated basis the 
employment of foreign producers 
and directors on British pictures 
made by the MPEA member com- 
panies. Earlier in the year, the 
union had threatened to halt all 
such production unless an early 
settlement was reached. 

The pact was made at the third 
meeting held under the ministry 
banner, but the terms were not re- 
leased until they had been formally 
ratified by both parties. The MPEA 
member companies gave their ap- 
proval some two weeks ago, and 
they were endorsed by ACTT gen- 
eral council last Wednesday (7). 

From “the viewpoint of the 
MPEA, the agreement is regarded 
as emjnently satisfactory, since 
guaranting it a substantial and ade- 
quate number of permits without 
continual hassling with the union. 
ACTT also is satisfied with the out- 
come as objective of reguiated con- 
trol was achieved. 

Under the terms of settlefnent, 
the seven companies concerned 
will be entitled te obtain a maxi- 
mum of 12 produce or director 
permits a year without encounter- 
ing any opposition from the union. 
Nor will ACTT expect to be con- 
sulted by the Ministry of Labor 
before the issuance of work per- 
mits. 

Two Classes of Pix Exempt 

Two classes of pictures are ex- 
empt from the deal. The first ap- 
plies to films made by members 
of the British Film Producers 
Assn., with whom the union has a 
separate arrangement. The second 
applies to pix budgeted at over 
$840,000 on which at least one bona 
fide British producer, associate 
producer or director is engaged. 

The pact is set to run from Oct. 
1 and will be reviewed in July next 
year, with a view te extending it 
for a further term. At that time, it 
is subject te any modifications 
which may be found necessary in 
the light of all relevant circum- 
stances, including any excess per- 
mits which may have been issued. 
The MPEA companies involved in 
the settlement are Columbia, 
Metro, Paramount, RKO, 20th-Fox, 
United Artists and WB. 

For some years, the union has 
had an agreement with the BFPA, 
also negotiated under ministry au- 
spices, controlling work permits 
for producers and directors on pix 
made by their members. That pact 
limits the total to 10% of the num- 
ber of films made in any one year. 
It does not( however, ‘contain a 
cost clause along the lines of the 
one agreed with the MPEA. 


Flair Picture House Ine. has 
been empowered te conduct an 
amusements business in New York, 
with capital stock of 100 
no par value. Samuel Mirkin was 
filing attorney. 








> 


Bailey Named AB-Pathe 
Sales Rep in America 

London, Aug. 13. 
A. E. (Bill) Bailey, London 
branch manager of AB-Pathe for 
the last eight years, has been 
named the company’s sales rep for 
America and Canada. He will begin 
operations in New York on Aug. 26 
and will be located in the Associ- 
ated British offices on Fifth Ave. 
Bailey has been replaced in Lon- 
don by Phil Kester, who has been 

with the company for 10 years. 


Films Council 
Sees Need For 


Lower Taxes 


London, Aug. 13. 

The Films Council, a body set up 
under Act of Parliament to advise 
the president of the Board of Trade 
on the administration of the Quota 
Act, has come up with a strong 
warning on the effects of admission 
taxes on the industry. It stresses 
the aoa for urgency in conceding 
a substantial reduction in the duty. 

In its 19th annual report, 
last week, the Films Council notes 
the tax concession made earlier 
this year but “cannot too strongly 
insist”on the necessity for further 
reduction. That many picture 
houses have shuttered and are clos- 
ing is, it says, common knowledge, 
but it is not generally realized that 
the process is not confined to the 
shuttering of smaller and old- 
fashioned houses. 

At the present time, the —s 
adds, there are many instances of 
large, medern and well-equipped 
theatres closing their doors. The 
Films, Council views this continu- 
ing curtailment as a serious threat 
to the future prospects of the film 


industry 
also reveals that 





The report 
quota relief in the current year 
was granted to 1,434 theatres, while 
a further 153 were accorded com- 
plete exemption, Additionally, 592 
cinemas playing double bills were 
granted supporting quota relief. 

Of six applications received, the 
Council has’ decided to extend by 
one year the quota life of two Brit- 
ish films, ‘The Cruel Sea” (Ealing) 


It also agreed to a similar exten- 
sion for five out of nine shorts in 
the “World of Life” series. 


FIRST JAP TO TRAIN 
FOR OPERA IN ROME 


Tokyo, Aug. 6. 

Japan’s first good operatic tenor 
to come along in years, 28-year-old 
Kiyoshi Igarashi, will leave for 
Rome and two years of study later 
this month. The former high school 
music teacher will study formally 
at Santa Cecilia for one year and 
then participate in operas for the 
remainder of his stay. Venture is 
being sponsored by Antonio — 
who managed the Italian Opera Co. 
which toured Japan last year when 
Igarashi wag brought to their at- 
tention. 

The lyric tenor, a recent grad- 
uate of the Faculty of Music at the 
Tokyo University of Arts, has never 
appeared professionally in an op- 
era. Since the Italians heaped 
recognition on him, he has given 
~—— and was a regular on radio 
and tv. 


Mex Unions Win 18% 


Wage Hike Frém vote 
Mexico City, Aug. 

The film trade labor A ciat 
has brightened a bit with the Na- 
tional Cinematographic Industry 
Workers Union (STIC) yielding 
from its demand for a 50% 
hike upon the U.S. distributors. 
20th-Fox, Universal, UA, Par, RKO, 
WB Metro, AA and Republic are 
the distribs involved. 

STIC took an 18% tilt, which 
seemingly assures peace between, 
the union and American outfits un- 
til 1959, which date will be the 
next biannual revision of work con- 








and “The Red Beret” (Warwick).| *°2" 


Edinburgh Fest Sets 
New British Comedy 
Edinburgh, Aug. 6. 

“Lucky Jim,” new British film 
comedy made by the Boulting 
Bros., is set for showing at the up- 
coming International Film Festival 
here. 

A satire based on the book by 
Kingsley Amis, it stars Ian Car- 
michael, Terry - Thomas, Hugh 
Griffith and Canadian actress 
Sharon Acker, 


Single Person, Earning 
Modest Income Attends 
German Pix Show Most 


Frankfurt ,Aug. 6. 

Everyone who's in the film pro- 
duction and distribution biz here 
wants to know who is in the au- 
dience, and who is likeliest to go 
to the cinema so as to be able to 
slant films most to that audience. 
A poll just conducted among 2,000 
West Germans pointed up that a 
young single person, with a grade 
school education and a fairly low 
income, is the likeliest prospect to 
buy a ticket. 

The census indicated that 44% of 





$37.50 a month (very low salary) 
go te the film theatres. And 23% 
of those making from $125. to $150 
a month (secretaries and laborers 
fall into this category) attend, but 
these are the ones who go once a 
week or more. And of the people 
earning over $150 a month, 90° go 
to the films, but not so often. 

Twice as many people with high 
school or trade school training go 
to the cinema once or twice a week 
as people with college education. 

About 86% of the single persons, 
70% of the married people and 
only 52% of the widowed patronize 
the films regularly. This also re- 
flects on the age standard since 
young unmarried people constitute 
the majority of film patrons in 
West Germany. 


ASSOC. BRITISH NET 
PROFIT UP $501,000 


London, Aug. 13. 

Sir Philip Warter, chairman of 
Associated British Picture Corp., 
told stocWholders at the annual 
meeting here that since his state- 
ment had been circulated six weeks 
age, he could report that, despite 
the downward trend of admissions, 
the overall trading position showed 
an improvement over that for the 
period in last year. 
Trading of the group in- 
creased from $5,670,000 to $7,278,- 
000 while net profit of $2,036,000 
was $501,000 ahead of the previous 





Sir Philip was re-elected chair- 
man for his 13th term. Among the 
several stockholders who paid trib- 
ute to him was Sir Tom O’Brien, 
general secretary of the National 
Assn. of Theatrical and Kine Em- 
ployees, Sir Tom said the corpora- 
tion’s achievements during the 
past year refiected the good work 
put in by its chairman. He added 
that as a trade union member he 
found it commendable that, al- 
though the industry was passing 
through a difficult period, there 
had been pay increases amoun 

to around $1,120,000 to AB 
staffers. He said that had the same 
situation arisen many years, ago, 
the first move by a company would 
have been to cut salaries. 


SAVE THE OPERETTA! 
Austrian Govt. Wants Te Preserve 
Theatre-am-Wien 








Vienna, Aug. 6. 

Theatre-am-Wien, the capital's 
most celebrated operetta showcase 
for more than a century, may be 
saved from a takeover by com- 
mercial interests. Plans, which are 
beyond the talking stage, call for 
the-government to buy the build- 
ing and restore the theatre. 

If the Ministry of Education 
succeeds in finding the necessary 
funds to restore the house, the 
Volksopera will move into the edi- 
fice with its entire repertory. 
Building is owned by Ernst and 


pay} Hubert Marischka. 


With the government rallying 
to preserve the Theatre-am-Wien 
in the interests of tradition, a 
new problem has turned up in 
what to do with the existing 
Volksopera building. But in eos 
tlre legit boom continues, it’s be- 
lieved that the government will 








tracts. 


— 


continue to operate shows there as 
well, 


the people who earn only up to) 





French Disk Bestsellers 


Paris, July 23. 

1. Bambino ..... .++.-Dalida 
(Barklay) 

2. Que Sera Sera .. Francois 
(Philips) 

3. Canastos _. . Lasso-Mariano 
(Voix de Son Maitre) 

4. Viens Valser Avec Papa 
vibe Weueees .. Claveau 
(Come Waltz With Papa) 
(Pathe) 

5. Le Torrent ........ Lasso 
(VDSM) 

6. La Marie-Vison ..Montand 
(Odeon) 

7. Marinette ........Brassens | 
(Philips) 

8. Oh La La ........Marini 
(Vogue) 

9. Sa Jeunesse ....Aznavour 
(His -Youth) 
(Ducretet-Thonison) 

10. Appelle Aimer ... Becaud 


(That's Called Love) 
(VDM) 


Italian Exhibs, 
Cafe Operators 





Rome, Aug. 6. 


A very violent controversy has 
broken out between Italian exhibs 
and Italo cafeowners over the tax 
situation relating to television in 
so-called “public places,” Dispute 
has reached national proportions. 
It has its reots in the local film ex- 
hibitor’s conviction that tele in all 
its forms is at the base of the pres- 
ent plight of Italian theatreowners. 

This was triggered by the cafe- 
owners (actually the F.I.P.E., Italo 
Association grouping cafes, restau- 
rants, bars, etc.) protest to the gov- 
ernment that recent legislation re- 
stricting the use of video sets in 
places of public gathering were be- 
ing applied “too drastically.” At 
that time, they had threatened as a 
protest move to immediately cancel 
all tv subscriptions and use or pur- 
chase of sets, thus depriving the 
government and/or RAI-TV, the 
local teleorganization, of millions 
in revenue. 

In their sharply worded reply, 
which has also been followed by a 
government intervention in the 
Italian Chamber of Deputies, the 
exhibs (through their organiza- 
tions; AGIS, ANICA, and ANEC) 
point out that on the contrary, the 
new regulations have been applied 
with too much leniency, Further- 
more that there is still too much 
difference between the tax cut ap- 
plied to tele (in public places) and 
that levied on admission tabs. 

In backing their arguments, ex- 
hibs pointed out that in the almost 
80,000 situations in Italy where 
tele is used for “public” use 
(hotels, bars, cafes, etc.,) the top 
tax is 35c per day, which drops to 
15¢ per day for fifth category situ- 
ations. Opposed to this, still ac- 
cording to the theatreowners the 
fiscal levy on each cinema ticket 
sold in this country runs from 4c 
to over 35c, for a years’ total (in 
1956) of over $51,000,000. In fight- 
ing back, exhibs also cite lack 
of safety regulations in “public 
place” tele situations, 


Mex Producers Move 
To Abolish Cinex 


Mexico City, Aug. 6. 

Angel Carvajal, Secretary of the 
Interior, which is the top govern- 
ment department that wards over 
things cinematographic, is mulling 
a request for the abolition of Cinex, 
the semi-official distributor of Mex- 
ican pix in the U.S. and Europe. 
This was made by producers, 





prexy of the Mexican Producers 
Assn., board members of Cinex and 
Peliculas Nacionales. 

The producers told Carvajal that 


shown a profit, and that it is to 





heavy with personnel, all salaried. 


Fight Over TV 


headed by Gregorio Wallerstein, | « 





Cinex has not only exhausted its | ness 
$160,000 capital but is losing $80,-| stock of $20,000, $100 par value. 
000 yearly, Also that it has never | Directors are: Cecil and Dorothy 
| Bowen, Inez Bowen. 
was filing attorney at Albany, 


Eased Restrictions on Poles Features 
But Filmmaker's Life a Jittery One 


Warsaw, Aug. 13. 

Polish film industry has been 
given rt w freedom of expression 
since the Pozan riots, according 
to Aleksander Ford, leading direc- 
tor here. The “court system” of 
picture-making, under which all 
productions had to conform to 
policies of government officials, is 
about over, he stated. 

Within the nationalized indus- 
try there’s a definite trend away 
from the hard and fast rules of 
past—rules that permitted only the 
propagandistic line in film content. 
There could be no conflict among 
proletariat characters; artistic crea- 
tion was militated against for the 
| screenplay could focu: only on an 
idealistic world and real problems 
had to be eschewed. 

Ford has had his problems in try- 
ing to operate under the dictates of 
the Communist state. He made 15 
films before World War II but only 
three since 1948 and each of these 
three led to trouble w th officials. 
His “Border Street” originally was 
given governmental okay but later 
was censured when it was decided 
the picture placed too heavy an 
accent on Jewish resistance, Film 
was accoladed at the Venice Film 
Festival in 1948, was not shown 
here until 1949 and has never been 
exhibited in Russia. 

Ford's “The Youth of Chopin” 
was rapped by the government be- 
cause in its depiction of young 
Chopin's involvement in a Warsaw 
uprising against oppression it 
overly concerned itself with rich 
citizens and not the poor. Also, the 
dances on the screen had a 
trowned-upon jazz beat. 

His “The Five of Barska Street” 
was attacked because the juvenile 
delinquency theme allegedly mis- 
represented contemporary youth, 
However, teachers and youth 
papers upheld the picture and it 
= a top prize at the Cannes Festi- 
val, 

As an example of the new free- 
dom, Ford cited the case of 
Andrezj Wajda, a young director. 
Wajda, in his first film, “Genera- 
tion,” treated the insurgents in the 
1944 Warsaw rebellion as heavies. 
They're now the heroes in his sec- 
ond film, “Kanel,” which he made 
under the new order. 

Ford is now engaged in co-pro- 
duction with West German inter- 
ests. 


Aussie Film Biz 
Now Just Spotty 


Sydney, Aug. 6. 

Aussie film biz is only ‘so-so 
presently in all sectors. Winter's 
end and spring's arrival likely will 
see an upbeat within the next few 
weeks. Downbeat is reported by 
showmen as “seasonal,” but an in- 
crease in unemployment and the 
high cost of living are probably the 
main factors in b.o. slip. 

“Heaven Knows, Mr. Allison”. 
(20th) is the bright spot here. 
“Bundle of Joy” (RKO) looks okay, 
with “Reach for the Sky” (Rank) 





solid if not sensational. “Desk 
Set” (20th), “Rainmaker” (Par), 
“Hunchback of Notre Dame” 


(Rank), “Silk Stockings” (M-G) and 
“Brothers Ricco” (Col) also are 
playing. 

‘Anastasia’ OK in Melbourne 

“Anastasia” (20th) is okay for 
12th week and continues on in 
Melbourne. “Boy On Dolphin” 
(20th) looms solid, as does “Tam- 
my” (U-I). “Battie of River Plate” 
(Rank) has done nine nifty weeks. 
Listed as playing also are “Pffft" 
(Col), “War and Peace” (Par) and 
“Something of Value” (M-G). 

Topper in Brisbane is “Reach 
for Sky” (Rank), now in eighth 
week. Next is “Teahouse of Au- 
gust Moon” (M-G). So-so trade is 
reported for “Alexander the Great” 





(UA), “To Dorothy, a Son” (20th), 
Value for Money” (Rank) and 
“Touch and Go” (Rank). 

Yelbow Theatrical Corp. has 


been authorized to conduct busi- 
in Brooklyn, with capital 


Yale Garber 
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Films Previously Unspooled at Other 
Festivals Scheduled at Edinburgh 





Edinburgh, Aug. 13. + 


Films from Russia, Italy, Poland, 
Germany, France and Japan are 
featured in a three-weeks’ program 
during the International Film Fes- 
tival here, Aug. 18-Sept. 8. 

Russian and Polish contributions 
include two war films. Soviet entry 
“The 41st” is a love story (Russian 
jdea—the heroine kills the beloved 
elst he desert to west) skedded for 
showing at the Cameo cinema Aug. 
19. It was shown at Berlin Film 
Festival. The Polish film “Kanal,” 
showing Aug. 20, is about War- 
saw’s resistance to the Nazi invad- 
ers 

U.S. entry is Metro’s ‘Tea and 
Sympathy,” to be shown Aug. 21 
at the Cameo cinema. 

Other films in the festival in- 
clude a Japanese production about 
boxing and ballet “Champion,” the 
French pie ‘Celui qui doit Mourir” 
(which showed at Cannes) and a 
Czecho-slovak comedy “Professor 
Hannibal.” 

Other Edinburgh events include 
premiere of Paul Czinner’s “The 
Boishoi Ballet” on Aug. 25, “Albert 
Schweitzer” on Sept. 1, and the 
Selznick film awards ceremonies 
on Sept. 8. 

Festival's third week is a “minia- 
ture Festival” of Italian films, in- 
cluding Fe!tini’s “Cabiria’s Nights.” 

British film “Lucky Jim,” from 
the Kingsley Amis novel, opens the 


Frankel Youth's 


‘Bernardine’ Nabe Kickoff 
In Tracks of ‘Success’ 


On the basis of its experience 
with “Bernadine,” 20th-Fox is con- 
sidering releasing a number of 
CinemaScope productions directly 
to the meighborhood theatres in 
the N. Y¥. metropolitan area. 

Twentieth has decided to bypass 
a Broadway engagement for “Will 
Success Spoil Rock iiunter?,” Jane 
Mansfield starrer, and will open 
the picture on Sept. 11 in more 
than 120 theatres in New York 
City, Long Island, Westchester and 
Rockland counties, and parts of 
New Jersey. 

According to sales chief Alex 
Harrison, the success of “Berna- 
dine” indicates that the public will 
respond “if we make it con- 
venient for them to do so.” 





Czech-US. Deal 


Prague, Aug. 6. 





Festival here in the Regal Cinema 
Aug. 18. It will be curtain-raiser , 
for some 140 films sent from round 
the world. 


NATIONAL THEATRES’ 





The first coproduction between 
the U.S. and an Eastern European 
country of the Communist bloc 
was set up here this week when 
Jay Frankel, from America, (M.J.P. 
Enterprises Inc.), signed with Czech 





Sc PACE, 39 WEEKS. 


Nationa! Theatres Inc., and its 
voling-controlled subsids chalked | 
up a consolidated net income of 
$1.365,820, or 5lce per share on 


2.699.484 shares of stock outstand- \s 
ing, for 39 weeks ended June 25, | | 
1957, prexy Elmer C. Rhoden re- | 
vealed, / 


Earnings are approximately the 


same us for corresponding period | 


last year, which amounted to 


$1,378,974, equivalent also to Sic | Specialized in packaging cartoons 


| fi 


per share. 


Net from operations amounted to | branched out into foreign film 
or 46c per share, and 


$1,251,000 
net from dispositions of real estate 


and capita! assets $115,000, or 5¢ up the Cannes Festival prizewinner 
per share, for three quarters ended | “anal” 
This compares to $961,-| Polish feature, plus two Czech 
000, or 36c per share, as net from | films, an opera film “Dalibor” and 
operations for similar period at | 


June 25 


year, and $115,000, or 5¢ per share, 


as net from dispositions of real es- | Destruction.” Frankel also has a 
new tieup with Michael Jary Pic- 
in West Ger-!. ; , 


tate and capital assets. 

For the third quarter ended 
June 25th last, Rhoden reported 
that net from operations 


was | 
$163,000, or 6c per share, as against | 


State Film, the official govern- 


mental org, to make a film of 
Alfred Capeck’s “The War of the 
Salamanders” here. Frankel is be- 
lieved to be aged 20. 

Film would be made in Cinema- 
Scope and color with the U. S. 
upplying the Anglo script, stars 
photographer and C'Scope lenses, 
and the Czechs other production 
facilities, It will be shot in English 
and Czech, 


Frankel’s outfit has heretofore 


cr U.S. television, but has now 





distrib over there. | 
(Frankel has, separately, picked | 


(They Loved Life), a 


a combo real life, animated draw- 
ings, puppet pic “The Weapons of 


ture Productions 

many.) 
“Salamanders” is due to start at | 

the modern’ Barrandov Studios | 





$239,000, or 9c per share, for simi- | here in Prague early in '58. Story | 
lar quarter in 1956. However, dis-| details how undersea salamanders 
positions of capital assets resulted | attack mankind but fail since they | 
in net income of only $15,000, equal | only copy man and add nothing of | 
to approximately le per share, {their own. } 
compared with net of $216,000, or 
8c per share, last year. 

Consolidated net income for cur- 
rent third 
was $178,000, or 7c per share, as_ lized. 
against $455,000, or 17e per share, 
last year feature on the life of the famed | 

Theatre gross income for 39 Czech composer Anton Dvorak 
weeks ended June 25 amounted to | which would be made half in the 
$40,909,966, as against $40,020,265 U.S, and half here with a Czech | 
for similar period last year. | director. 

While gross income was up over | 
last year for the 39 weeks and 
genera! expenses had been held in 
line, Rhoden noted, he added that | 
film rentals and stage attractions | 
were more costly. Higher film 
rentals were attributed by Rhoden | 
to a continued shortage of re- | 
leases. 


Their lack of crea- | 
tiveness leads to their downfall. | 
| Pie is a science-fictioner with some | 
more ambitious themes. Czech | 
quarter consequently special effects units will be uti- 


| 
Frankel may follow this with a) 





TOOK IT AS PUNISHMENT | 

Judge Letdown When Gal Un- | 

changed After De Mille Pic | 

Bah Francisco, Aug. 13. 

| You gotta have heart, in Munici- | 
pal Judge Clayton Horn’s court. 

But Mrs. Elizabeth J. Pavluke- 








| Briefs From Lots 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Universal assigned Ross Hunter 
to produce “No Power on Earth,” 
previously on Aaron Resenberg’s 
schedule, from Sally Benson's 
screenplay . . Martin Ritt will 
direct “The Long Hot Summer,” 
William Faulkner story which Jerry 
Wald Productions will make for 
20th-Fox ... Alfonse Bedoya in 
“The Big Country” which Gregory 
Peck and William Wyler are co- 
producing .. . Edward Platt with 
John Ericson and Lola Albright in 
“Oregon Passage” which Lindsley 
Parsons is producing for Allied Art- 
ists release ... Touch Connors will 
be “The Young Dalton” which Ray 
Pierson will produce independently 
in Mexico ... Robert Altman Pro- 
ductions gave Leuie Lombardo one 
year contract as production man- 
ager. 

Gary Merrill reports to Sam 
Katzman today to star in “Rescue 
at Sea” for Columbia release .. . 
20th picked up its option on Jayne 
Mansfield for another year... 
Universal set Joseph Pevney to di- 
rect “Twilight for the Gods,” Reck 
Hudson starrer . . . Moppet Terry 
Ann Ross set for a role in Cry 
Terror” which Andrew L. Stone 
will make for Metro release . . . 
Mel Ferrer will co-star with Dana 
Wynter in “Fraulein,” 
Reisch production at 20th-Fox . . 
Ann Harding set for a co-starring 
role in “There’s a Time for Love” 
at Universal. 

Bob Mathias plays a dramatic 
role in “Time is a Memory,” which 
Frank Borzage rolls Aug. 15 for 
Batjac .. . “God's Little Acre,” 
Robert Ryan-Alde Ray co-starrer, 
drew a budget in excess of $1,000,- 
000 from Anthony Mann Produc- 
tions .. . Allied Artists exploita- 
tion chief Jack Leewood. moved 
over to Regal Films as a producer 
with “Jet Alert” as his first as- 
signment. Helmut Dantine will di- 
rect ... Harry Tewns into “Broth- 
ers Karamazov” at Metro. . . Roger 
Smith drew the male lead in Sam 
Katzman’s “Rescue at Sea” at Co- 
lumbia . Dudley Pictures 
switched to “Affair in Havana” 
from “The Fever Tree” as the title 
of its Allied Artists release ... 
Producer - director Don McGuire 
signed Richard Bakalyna to a two- 
year deal for one film annually. 

Don DeFore was signed for a 
leading role in “There’s a Time to 
Love” at Universal ... Don Me- 
Guire will write, produce and di- 
rect three films for Paramount un- 
der the banner of his MacKaren 
Company, in addition to the up- 
coming Jerry Lewis starrer “The 
Baby Doctor” . . . Warners signed 
the husband-and-wife team of Art 
and Jo Napoleon to a writer-direc- 
tor contract . .. Patricia Craig, 
Dallas ballet dancer, makes her 
film debut as the femme lead in 
C, V. Whitney’s “The Young Land” 
David Kramarsky partnered 
with Bernice Block in “Dino,” has 
teamed with agent David March 
for the indie production of two 
films, “Teenage Terror” and “The 
Tough and the Tender”. . . Metro 
siz.-ed former model and tv actress 
Claire Kelly to a term contract... 
Producer Robert Stabler added 
“Blood Arrow,” from a screenplay 
by Fred Freiberger, to the Regal 
schedule for 20th-Fox release. 

Julius Tannen set in U's “Once 
Upon a Horse.” . . . 20th-Fox as- 
signed Anthony Mute to produce 
“A Nice Little Bank That Should 
Be Robbed.” , . . James Maloney 
drew a spot in Columbia's “The 
Grasshopper.” ... Walter Matthew 
drew a featured role in U’s “This 
Day Alone,” co-starring Richard 
Egan and Julie London .. . Diane 
Jergens’ player ticket renewed by 
20th-Fox ... Same studio assigned 
Elia Kazan to direct “Mud On the 
Stars.” . . . Jesse White inked by 
Warners for a feature role in 
“Marjorie Morningstar.” Batjac 
handed Johnny Desmond a role in 
“Time Is a Memory.” ... Andrew 
L. Stone cast Jack Kruschen in 
“Cry Terror” at Metro . . . Para- 
mount borrowed Martha Hyer from 


}ual character and depth, but she 
Walter | 


Oct. 26. At the request of James 


H'wood Visitors Just Can't Please 
Some Members of Minneapolis Press 
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Minn. Baptist Wants No 
Pix Stars at Conclaves 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 

Assailing Hollywood as a “god- 
less, sexperverted outfit,” the Rev. 
Hugh T. Hall, Minnesota Baptist 
convention (Conservative) execu- 
tive secretary, doesn’t want film 
stars to be invited again to national 
Conservative Baptist conferences, 
as Dale Evans and her husband, 
Roy Rogers, were at the recent Los 
Angeles meeting. Aroused by the 
Evans-Rogers’ appearances and 
their “testimony,” the clergyman 
has voiced a sharp protest. 

Writing in the state convention’s 
local publication, North Star Bap- 
tist, he says “‘let’s have no more of 
this nonsense in the future.” 

“We don’t need the non-yielded, 
excuse - making, Christian - hobby 
element to put the Conservative 
Baptist movement in ‘good’ with 
the Lord,” he wrote. “The testi- 
mony of Dale Evans showed spirit- 


still is associated with the godless 
Hollywood outfit.” ‘ 


Hope To End DST 
In Minn. Shortly 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 
There’s hope in exhibition circles 
that Gov. A. O. Freeman will end 
daylight saving time this year and 
within the next several weeks. It’s 
not scheduled to terminate until 





Morton, Hancock farmer who heads 
the Minnesota Farm Bureau fed- 
eration, and a number of legisla- 
tors, the governor has asked the 
state’s Attorney General to rule en 
whether he can change the dead- 





line date to Labor Day “ to benefit 
rural people.” 

Morton insists that the governor 
does have the power and should use 
it The law so provides, he says. 

Over the protest, of the state’s 
exhibitor organizations and agricul- 
tural interests, the state legislature 
at the behest of some of the local 
television and radio stations and 
Twin Cities’ newspapers just be- 
fore adjournment established the 
DST for the first time in Minnesota, 
excepting during the two world 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 

It seems that Hollywood just 
can’t satisfy some members of the 
staff of the two Minneapolis news- 
papers, the Star and Tribune. 

Last year it was Star-Tribune ex- 
ecutive editor William P. Steven 
who scolded the film capital for 
failing to send big name stars to 
appear in the newspapers’ annual 
show staged as one of the features 
of the Aquatennial, summer mardi 
gras here. 

With Steven tickled this year be- 
cause his newspapers corralled 
James Stewart, Jayne Mansfield 
and Eddie Fisher for the show and 
Hollywood back in his good graces, 
it was Star columnist Cedric Ad- 
ams’ turn to take a rap at the film 
capital. He lambasted the fijm 
capital for the manner in which it 
sends its personalities here “un- 
prepared” as far as material and 


entertainment contribution are 
concerned. 
“There’s only one . purpose— 


buildup. All right, them; why not 
send your stars out here prepared? 
Surely, in the huge publicity de- 
partments of our major studios 
there are writers who are familiar 
with the backgrounds and. talents 
of their stars. 

“What would be wrong with sup- 
plying the stars with three or four 
or maybe a half-dozen scripts to 
use for the various occasions that 
come up on a public appearance? 
You'd have control of them that 
way, you'd know they were going 
to be handled as you want them to 
be. They could make solid con- 
tribution every time they face an 
audience, 

“I've seen it with Natalie Wood 
and Sheree North and Marie Van 
Doren and Tab Hunter and the 
other night with Jayne Mansfield 
and even Jimmy Stewart. I 
thought George Grim (also a news- 
paper columnist and tv luminary 
who was the show’s other emcee) 
and Stewart did a masterful job 
in the interview, but Grim was fly- 
ing blind all the way. 

“How much simpler for the two 
of them if Grim had been handed, 
perhaps, a skeleton script or if 
Stewart had said, ‘Start out with 


|an interview and then lead me 


into a scene I ean do from an old 
or recent movie.’ 





WB, Par Joining 


=m Continued from page 5 saan 
in music—a ballad with a beat.” 
At any rate the picture will have 
22 musical acts, including Jerry 
Lee Lewis who appeared on Steve 











wars. | 

Outdoor theatres have been ex-| 
periencing their worst season and 
they put much of the blame on! 


Allen’8 show Sunday (11) night 
singing a tune from the picture — 
“Great Balls of Fire.” Any differ- 
ence between Lewis’ style and rock 
‘n’ roll could not be discerned by 


DST. Four-wall showhouses, other} am unhep observer. 

amusements including sports, night-| “Jamboree” also features 21 
clubs and restaurants also are|disk jockeys and special trailers 
complaining that it has played| will be prepared by Warners for 
havoc with their business. There| each city in which the particular 
have been many complaints in let-| disk jockey broadcasts. Picture is 
ters to the editor, published in the} being geared for early November 
newspapers, and by radio dialers| release. 

ever the air by parents who say| The Paramount release is known 
the can't get their children to bed| aS “Mr. Rock 'N’ Roll,” also indie 











Kansas City, Aug, 13. 

Joe Neger, 
for 20th Century-Fox here, 
hailed at luncheon by the company 
last Friday in recognition of his 
30 years in the business. Com- 
pany personnel, Film Row cronies, 
circuit execs and others were 
guests at the affair with Richard 
Brous, president of Fox Midwest, 
presiding. 

Neger has been in charge of 
the Kansas City exchange for the 
past elght years, Moe Levy, dis- 
trict manager, was in from Min- 


neapolis to head the company con- 
tingent. 


is Rah-Rah, Neger! | 


exchange manager | 
was | 


i vich, a shoplifter who was one of |U for a top role in “Houseboat.” 
five sentenced to see “The Ten| Jeffrey Hunter signed to star in 
Commandments” and write an es- | “If I Should Die,” Howie Horwitz 
| say about the film, didn’t show any | Production at Universal . . . Circus 
heart in her 200-word effort, and | 2¢vialist Rese Marie Johnson drew 
Judge Horn consequently fined |#,Tole in “Merry Andrew,” the Sol 
her $50. |C, Siegel production starring Dan- 
’ |my Kaye at Metro... John Barry- 

The four other shoplifters wrote | more Jr. will star in “Never Love 
glowing reports of the moral les- 4 Stranger” which Harold Reb- 
sons they'd garnered from the film, | bins will produce from his own 
but not Mrs. Pavlukevich. She} novel for Allied Artists release 
simply wrote a review and after . . Columbia acquired Aubrey 
being fined, said: Wisberg’s original “Outlaws of 





“I thought that was what he 
Wwanted—a review as evidence that 
I actually had gone to see the pic- 
ture.” 

Said the Judge” “You just gave 
me a report. It doesn't show any 
change of heart.” 








Black Canyon” and handed it to 
Wallace MacDonald for production 
. . . Michael Rennie will star in 
“V1.” and “Getaway” fur pro- 
ducers Sidney and Muriel Box in 
England ,. . French actor Richard 
Winckler drew a role in “Gigi” 
which Metro is filming in Paris... 





or to eat properly. 

Exhibitors and other opponents 
of DST are hoping that the gov- 
ernor will shorten DST’s duration 
next summer. The state legislature 
doesn’t meet again until 1959 so 
that the law can’t be taken off the 
statute books until then unless 
there’s a special session. Theatre 
and other interests already are or- 
ganizing to kill it two years hence. 





CODE REVIEW CAST 








Goetz, Kerasotes, Marcus Join} 
MPAA Appeals Board 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

William Goetz has been named as | 
one of the four independent pro- 
ducers on the Production Code Re- 
view Board to serve a one-year 
term. Three others will be chosen 
shortly for the appeal group which 
comprises 20 members including 
four indies, six leading exhibs and 
10 reps of member film corpora- 
tions. 

Named to the Board to serve 
with Goetz were George Kerasotes, 
chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee of Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, and Ben D. Marcus, prexy of 
Marcus Theafres Management 
Corp., both repping the exhibition 





field, 


produced in New York. Picture was 
filmed at the Gold Medal-Biograph 
Studios in the Bronx. It features 
Alan Freed and a large number of 
rock 'n’ roll acts. Like “Jamboree,” 
it’s a low budget entry, specifically 
made as an exploitation film aimed 
at the teenage trade. Par has ten- 
tatively set a September date for 
its release. 


6 5 
Unsqueezing’ 
=== Continued from page 5 aw 
unsqueezed automatically and ef- 

ficiently, 
However, some of the squeeze 





| would be left in the picture. Cut- 


off on the sides wouldn't amount 
to much, but the image would be 
one toe one-and-a-half inches short 
of the top and bottom of the tv 
screen. Those who've seen the re- 
sults of the GPL precess say it’s 
perfectly good. 

Yet, 20th prefers to unsqueeze 
its films via an optional printer, 
which is much lengthier proce- 
dure. Studio feels there isn't 
much hurry-with it since the sale 
of C’Scope product to tv isn't im- 
minent for a number of reasons, 
Nevertheless, it is embarked on 
the project of unsqueezing its en- 
tire C’Sccpe backlog for eventual 
tv use. 
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San Francisco, Aug. 13. 

Mary Pickford and a series of showmen 
Federal Judge Edward P. Murpky's court in S27 Gold- 
wyn’s $1,755,000 antitrust suit against 20th-F:x, National 
Theatres and Fox West Coast last week, but the Judge 
himself stole the show. 

As this trial’s fourth week passed, Goldwyn’s lawyer, 
Joseph Alioto, stepped up the tempo of his attack on the 
interrelated “pools of monopoly” which Goldwyn claims 
cut down his film rentals between 1947 and 1950. 

Though witness after witness testified Michz*: Naify, 
ewner-operator of the powerful 100-theatre United Cali- 
fornia circuit, didn’t know of the “arrangemen‘s” under 
which his circuit split product with Fox, United Arti sis, 
the Nasser chain and iesser operators, the Judge was 
moved to say, at week's end: 

“Until such time as the contrary is shown, I am go- 
ing to teke judicial notice of the fact that Mr. Nai*» 
knew all about it. Mr. Naify was not a schoolboy.” 


At this juncture, at least, the Judge’s remark ap=-ared 
te be a significant victory for Goldwyn. It is true, «ow- 
ever, that defense lawyer Arthur B. Dunne, and b’s asso- 
ciates, Fred Pride and Ben Priest, have barely s‘.-ted on 
their side of the case. They made that start at be aa!ng of 
the week in examining Bert Pirosh, Fox's chief *!~: buyer. 
Pirosh testified the Justice Dept. knew of agrc«niexts be- 
ing made among exhibitors to end+competitive bidding 
and said that all such agreements were made wit’ the okay 
of distributors involved. Under Alioto’s sharp question- 
ing, Pirosh said the problem of whether or not bidding ex- 
isted in various situations “was out on the table.” 

Pirosh brought in the names of Philip Marcus and Mor- 
ris Silverman, attorney general’s special assistants in the 
antitrust division, and said he couldn't recall if he’c ever 
told tnem about the problem. But he insisted Marcus had, 
in effect, said that as long as distributors were aware of 
exhibitor agreements, Justice Dept. had no objectiors. 

To this, Alioto remarked: “Well, we'll see what Mr. 
Marcus has to say about that.” 

Pirosh testified he'd tessed coins with various exhibitors 
to decide who'd get first crack at negotiating for ‘ims. 
Among the coin-tossers, he said, were Milton Arthur of 
the ‘Arthur-Wolff circuit, Fred Stein, chief buyer for the 
United Artists circuit, and Earl Johnson, buyer for inde- 
pendent exhibitors. 

Pirosh said he’d agreed with UA to end competitive 
bidding in San Jose, Huntington Park and a number of 
other California situations, and testimony also brought 
out that Eddie Zabel, ex-Fox exec, and Aubrey Schenck, 
nephew of Nick and Joe Schenck, were partners with Wil- 
lam A. McClintock at Huntington Park, where bidding had 
been eliminated until McClintock took a licking on “The 


Outlaw.” 
Eliminating Bids 

Pirosh said Seattle exhibitor William Edris and other 
Northwest exhibitors sent word to him in Los Angeles 
that they were interested in eliminating bidding and that 
he and Zabel went to Seattle to conclude a deal allocat- 
ing product. Same thing happened in Spokane, he said, 
where exhibitor Williarm Rosenfeld told Pirosh, “I’m do- 
ing pretty well in my theatres but I'd do better if I didn’t 
have to bid for pictures.” 

Consequently, Rosénfeld, who already had a lock on 
Universal product, was also allocated Metre product, by 
agreement with Pirosh and Metro’s western sales chief, 
George Hickey. 

Pirosh denied telling competitors they shouldn't pay 
more than a certain amount for films and that they should 
pass up pictures if a distributor wanted more than a cer- 
tain price. 

Pirosh also testified he had no “distinct recollection” of 
advising RKO, Goldwyn’s distributor, of deals to end 
bidding or allocate product, but he was sure RKO “must 
have been advised” because his instructions (from Fox 
president John Bertero) were to follow this practice. 
Pirosh added that he'd discussed all this recently with 
Herbert McIntyre, RKO western manager, and that Mc- 
Intyre couldn't recall being advised of end of bidding at 
Huntington Park but did recall being advised in other 
situations Pirosh was sure the late Herman Cohen, RKO’s 
Los Angeles manager, must have been advised, too, 

The Fox buyer said he’d talked with Joe Blumenfeld 
regarding an Oakland first-run where Blumenfeld wanted 
Walt Disney's “20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,” and that 


thing happened with “Lady and 
the last year, said Pirosh, Blumenfeld, who'd had trouble 
with Warner’s, wanted to switch to Metro but Metro's 
Sam Gardiner, Frisco exchange manager, preferred to 
keep his product at FWC houses in Oakland. 
Blumenfeld then sought Paramount product and both 
he and Pirosh talked to Paramount's Neal East, with the 
result that Paramount films shifted to Blumenfeld houses. 


Alioto tried to get Pirosh to admit making token bids, but 
Pirosh said he didn’t think Fox had made many or any, 
end admitted only that he may have told pba Bond bids 
» Leo Miller, Warner's buyer who handled Huntington 
ark. 
Pirosh testified agreements to end bidding were also 
made for L. S. Hamm's Menlo Park theatre and G Gerald 


Hardy’s Redwood City and San Carlos houses, but in both 
cases the independent exhibitors first approached FWC. 
Tried Te Respect Law 

Through Pirosh, defense lawyer Dunne elaborated on 
this point the next day. His objective was to show that 
Fox bent backward to abide by the Paramount case de- 
cision which, in effect, provides that rich, heavy-volume 
exhibitors are not supposed to use their muscle to squeeze 
out independents. 

Thus, Pirosh testified that Northern California exhibitor 
Ray Syufy (a small independent who, incidentally is re- 
lated to the Naifys) threatened Fox with an antitrust suit 
because he was dissatisfied with product he was getting for 
his Richmond drive-in. 

Dunne stressed that independents in many cases asked 
for an end to bidding, tusetene’ lawsuits if dissatisfied. 


Dunne also underlined that there was no cumulative pat- 
tern in bidding with a long series of documents. 


At one juncture, during Dunne’s examination of Pirosh, . 


the Judge interrupted to ask for a fuller explanation of the 
evisode in which Syufy took Pirosh for a drive to the top 
of Frisco’s Nob Hill during their discussions aimed at 
ending bidding several years ago. Pirosh’s earlier ex- 
planation had been that Syufy apparently thought hotel 
room was bugged, but the Judge said: 

“There are certain overtones about this ride that do 
not appeal to me and I would like to hare them ex- 
plained.” 

The Judge asked, “Was there anything in the conversa- 
tion which couldn’t be discussed in the presence of others 
without any suspicion attached to it?” Pirosh replied, “Not 
as far as I was concerned,” and went on to say that his 
two meetings in a car with Syufy “‘were not normal places 
te have a business deal,” which is why he remembered 
them so vividly. 

This al! occurred in the autumn of 1954, Pirosh testi- 
fied, and bidding was in fact ended at Richmond, where 
Fox and a Naify-administered UA house were also in 
competition. 

But then, just last April, said Pirosh, Syufy insisted his 
crive-in was “far and away the best Richmond theatre” 
and thought he was “entitled to the lion’s share” of prod- 
ve. Pirosh came to Frisco “to keep Syufy happy” and 
met him in a Fox Theatre office with Robert Naify 
(Michael Naify's son), Naify buyer Fred Dixon, Fox buyer 
George Milner and Syufy’s buyer. 

Pirosh testified Syufy threatened that “unless we gave 
him everything ‘he wanted, he was prepared to file an 
antitrust suit immediately and was retaining Mr. Alioto as 
attorney.” 

Pirosh said Syufy “finally advanced a somewhat more 
reasonable plan” and Pirosh was willing to go along to 
avoid another lawsuit (Fox has been piagued by lawsuits). 
but Robert Naify was “personally opposed,” said he'd 
have to consult UA and the meeting ended inconclusively. 

Same thing happened a fortnight laier, this time with 
United California’s treasurer, Arnold C. Childhouse, sit- 
ting in (Childhouse is a United Cal director, formerly 
worked for George Skouras and was brought to Frisco at 
the end of 1949 to represent Skouras on the United Cal 


board). 
Judge As Critic 

Shortly thereafter, Pirosh said. “Syufy called me and 
advised me he was negotiating with Paramount for ‘Gun- 
fight at Ok Corral’ and I phoned Milner and instructed 
him not to bid for that particular picture.” 

(Judge interpolated, “Good picture, too—I saw it last 
night.”) 

Pirosh went on to note that McClintock had started a 
lawsuit against FWC and distributors in their Huntington 
lark dispute (a suit eventually ended by McClintock's sale 
o” his theatre to FWC), that Bill Kupper had done the 
fon *-t in a dispute over his La Tierra house. 

Dunne then plunged into testimony regarding Milton 
Arthur’s seven Long Beach theatres and FWC split of 
product in that area. Pirosh recalled “one incident in 
coin to see if we'd play ‘The Egg and I’ 
At Mr. Arthur’s suggestion I tossed a 
; y Los Angeles office, and he called it over the 
Pees hag Se office. He got the picture.” 
to say that Universal had told exhibitors 
the problem of who got what product “among 
yourselves,” as had Warner’s. 

Then Dunne retraced the deals regarding Hamm's Menlo 
Park house and Hardy’s San Carlos theatre, showing FWC 
and again hammered at the point that there 
to in bidding. He illustrated the latter 
showing FWC had made no bids on five of seven 
films for the Sequoia, in Redwood City (just a 
of miles between Menlo Park and San Carlos in 
’s suburbs), and had bid unsuccessfully for “Rose- 
McCoy” and “My Foolish Heart.” 
here that Alioto started turning on the heat, with 

pitching hard for her onetime friendly 
. Goldwyn. 
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Pickford Extols Sam 
Pickford told how she, Douglas Fairbanks Sr., 
. Griffith and Charles Chaplin formed UA in 1919 
interests were threatened by big combines 
+ going to hedge us in.” 
simply a distributing organization,” she said, 
a fifth partner around 1925 in Joe Schenck, 
who was then producing with a stable of four stars (Ru- 
dolph Valentino, Buster Keaton, Constance and Norma 
Talmadge), and a sixth in Goldwyn about 1927. 
“We always tried to make the finest pictures,” she tes- 
“because that was our stfength.” 

But, she continued, it became apparent “we were kept 
out of some territories” because UA lacked theatres, and 
et Schenck’s suggestion key theatres were built, especially 
for “tight situations” in Los Angeles, Frisco and Chicago. 

Schenck, she said, handled details of financing and or- 
ganization and wound up in control of theatre chain that 
was supposed to play UA product. 

Miss Pickford testified Darryl Zanuck tried to join UA 
producing group but was voted down and then, in the 
early °30’s, Schenck joined UA theatres with Fox. 

Schenck-Fox deal, she said, was made without the 
Enowledge of any of the UA producer-partners and “great- 
ly disturbed me.” Afterward, she added, Schenck de- 
parted UA and joined his and Zanuck's 20th Century pro- 


ducing company to Fox. 
Point of testimony was to show that Schenck’s moving 
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profits. 
Miss Pickford told of her early days in the film indus- 
try, starting with Biograph and David Belasco, continu- 
ing with Adolph Zukor for $10,000 weekly and 50% of the 
profits. She left Zukor to form her own production com- 
pany, ae said, after ype at | the film pantal of her 
d yoiat) ei evell poids 
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Goldwyn Case Judge Waxes Sardonic_ ! 


[MARY PICKFORD TAKES STAND IN FRISCO] | 


a ee ee By WILLIAM STIEF 2 EC EEE OF EE ee 5 


smash-hit “Tess of the Storm Country” was only $20¢ 
above that of.a much weaker picture at New Y ork’s Strand 
Theatre. 

Regarding Goldwyn, she offered: 

“He’s one of the finest producers in the business. a 
man of great vision, courage, a first-class producer in 

a class with David Selznick and John Ford He u 

spare no money, time or effort to make pictures.’ 

The Judge moved into the spotlight when FWC's 
Frisco buyer, Milner, and Naify circuit buyer, Dixon, took 
the witness stand. Milner testified to coin-tossing for first 
crack at negotiating for films among himself, Naify buy- 
ers and Syufy. At this, the Judge remarked: 

“For as complex a business as the motion picture busi- 
ness is, all I can say is it’s a heck of a way to run a rail- 
road. If J weren't in court I'd express myself more vig- 
orously.” 

At another point, as Milner detailed coin-tossing antics, 
— leaned down and said, “Lots of action going on, 

uh?” 

And at a third juncture, as Milner went over such film 
tities as “The Mole People,” “The Girl in the Kremlin” 
and “Curcu, Beast of the Amazon,” the Judge remarked: 

“These titles intrigue me—what are they designed for, 
the great unwashed?” 

When Alioto asked Milner if “one of the reasons you 
terminated competitive bidding was that you had to pay 
more for film?” Milner replied, “yes.” 

Keeping Rentals Down? 

Milner, however, denied any effort at keeping film 
prices down. Alioto specifically tried to get testimony 
to this effect on second U-I features. But Milner said, 
“myself and my company could not be parties to any 
fixing of prices.” 

He admitted, however, that elim'nation of bidding in 
Frisco’s Mission District had left Fox, the Nassers and 
Naify houses with “practically the same split as before the 
Paramount case.” He told of eliminating bidding in 
various towns and, under examination of Dunne. said oc- 
casional swaps of product were common practice. He 
recalled FWC helping out other exhibitors, but couldn't 
“recall that we ever had to go to another exhibitor to 
he helped out”—at th’s, Dunne swiftly veered his tack. 

Dixon's testimony was similar, though he took excep- 
tion to Alioto’s use of the word “lottery” in reference to 
product splitups. He told of FWC-Naify “arrangements” 
in Reno, Santa Rosa and other towns which “continue to 
the present time.” 

But he denied Michael Naify ever knew about these “ar- 
rangements” unless his son, Robert, told him Dixon, 
somewhat truculent, told reluctantly of drawing for pic- 
ture riehts out of his “lucky hat.” and like Milner denied 
env effort to keep Universal's second features down to 
$250 rental. 

He referred to “some arrangement UA hed mede in 
Los Angeles” before Naify began administering UA houses 
in this area three years avo, but didn’t know what the 
“arrangement” was. And he recalled “trading” several 
films, including “I'll Cry Tomorrow,’ to Syufs 

Dixon kept referring to various film people by their 
first names, despite several warnings from the Judge, and 
the Judge finally rapped him hard, saying: “This isn't 
old home week. I want you to refer to these gentlemen 
by their last names. Jce, Roy, Dave doesn’t mean any- 
thing to me.” 

Tough on Judge 

As this mid-week session ended the Judge announced 
from the bench that the trial would run 612 hours daily 
henceforth and added, “I’m considering night sessions, 
too.” At the week's end, however, he called in both 
Dunne and Alioto and told them 6'% hours a day was 
more than he could take, and he was reverting to a 5‘2- 
hour daily schedule. 

Alioto climaxed his week by finishing up with Dixon, 
then calling as witnesses United California's Childhouse, 
Roy Cooper, who was Naify circuit's chief buyer until 
three years ago anf is now an independent exhibitor, and 
Robert A. McNeil, 70-ish ex-Naify partner. 

Under Aliote’s prodding, Dixon testified that after the 
Paramount case decision, the Naify circuit continued mass 


ng. 

Instead of buying picture by picture and theatre by 
theatre, said Dixon, “we negotiated at one time for our 
country houses (about 40) . . . a week or so later we ne- 
gotiated for our city houses.” He added that a few indi- 
vidual deals were set up for city theatres. 

He said that “once a designation of a picture has been 
agreed on, the rental is fixed from pre-existing negotia- 
tions .. . this was done in the same way after the decree 
2s before the decree.” 

Under Dunne’s questioning, Dixon insisted he'd never 
told distributors he'd buy solely for his whole circuit, not 
just one theatre, and claimed he “never tied situations to- 
gether.” He also said he couldn't recall any distributor 
coming to him because the distributor couldn't make a 
deal elsewhere. 

However, Dixon admitted that film negotiations for 
United California's dozen-plus closed towns were tied in 
with negotiations for the open towns. 

McNeil told of joining with Naify 30 to 35 years ago, 
said their deal was that McNeil handle city houses, Naify 
handle country towns. He discussed the “dog-eat-dog” 
situation in the mid-1930's, said he never got any satisfac- 
tion from the late Charles Skovras or Archie Bowles, FWC 
man on United California's board at the time, regar‘ing 
clearances. Under the Judge’s questioning, McNeil ad- 


mitted: 

“I didn’t place all my trust in Mr. Bowles or Mr. 
Skouras. I had to watch my step. They were more pow- 
erful than me. They had a big cireuit and owned all the 
pictures. I had business obligations to Mr, Giannini (A. P. 
Giannini, head of the Bank of America) and the banks 
end couldn't fight them.” 

The Judge asked, wryly: 
to go tiger-hunting with them?” 
plied, “That's right, your honor.” 

Regarding his sellout of his 30° of United California 

(Continued on page 16) 
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2th Backs Away From Competitive 


Bidding in Mpls, 


Others May Follow 





Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 

Downtown competitive bidding, 
inaugurated here a few months ago 
after many years ef product split- 
ting among loop firstruns, looks to 
be on the way out after a short 
whirl. 

At least, 20th-Fox has abandoned 
it for what may be a starter in that 
direction. The four operators of 
the seven non-hard ticket down- 
town houses—United Paramount, 
RKO, Ted Mann and Bennie Ber- 
ger—have been notified that hence- 
forth 20th will sell by negotiation 


again instead of calling for any 
more competitive bids. 
Company awarded “Hatful of 


Rain” to the RKO Orpheum on its 
high competitive bid, but took the 
picture away from that house and 
gave it to Mann’s World because 
RKO couldn’t playdate it until 
September while Mann was able to 
play it immediately, 

Competitive bidding came into 
existence at RKO Theatres’ de- 
mand and in the short period since 
its birth RKO has grabbed off for 
its two loop houses a number of 
important pictures most of which 
undoubtedly would have gone to 
the three United Paramount down- 
town's three theatres under the 
previous arrangement. 

Product splitting had RKO shut 
off from Fox, M-G-M, Paramount 
and United Artists and confining 
itself to Warner Bros., Universal, 
Columbia and RKO for its Minne- 
apolis Orpheum and Pan theatres. 


An immediate competitive bid- 
ding effect was, of course, the 
boosting of distributors’ income 


and impending four-week runs for 
a number of attractions. 


United Paramount landed War- 
ner Bros. “The D.I.” and Univer- 
gal's “Tammy and the Bachelor” 
while RKO was getting M-G-M’s 


“Silk Stockings,” United Artists’ 
“The Sweet Smell of Success” and 


“The Pride and the Passion” and 
Fox's “A Hatful of Rain,” which 
last named, however, has just been 
taken away from it. Berger’s 


Gopher has had M-G-M's “Some- 
thing of Value” and “Man of Fire” 


and Paramount's “The Deiicate 
Delinquent,” “Beau James” and 
“Loving You” have all gone to 
United Paramount. 

Whether RKO Theatres will 


, Make an issue of Fox’s refusal to 
sell on competitive bids or to give 
it any pictures—as yet—is up to 


the New York home office and 
remains to be seen, 

It's pointed out here that there 
is nothing to prevent a distributor 


from rejecting all bids. 


Shutter Ace Lab, 
No. 4 in East 


Ace Film Laboratory, Warner 
Bros.’ wholly-owned _— subsidiary, 
will close down on Aug. 23, The 
lab, the fourth largest film process- 
ing depot in the east, is located in 
Brooklyn at WB's old Vitagraph 
Studios. The film company appar- 
ently plans to shift all its process- 
ing work to its Coast lab, 

About 200 employees were given 
notice of the final closing last week. 
Ace lab was one of the oldest 


operating in the east. 

MPO Productions Inc. and MPO 
Film Distributing Company Inc. 
filed certificates of change of di- 
rectors and purposes, with the Sec- 
retary of State in Albany, through 
Debevoise, Plimpton & McLean, 
New York 





a 
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BUSY NEW PRODUCER 


AB-PT Pictures Completing 10 
Features In First Year 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

“Extraordinary grosses” being 
racked up by the outfit’s first two 
films, “Beginning of the End” and 
“The Unearthly,” has prompted 
AB-PT Pictures Corp. to step up its 
operations in order to complete 10 
films during its first year of opera- 
tions, prexy Irvin H. Levin re- 
ported on his return from New 
York. Firm began operations in 
December. 

AB-PT’s third film, “Young 
Mother,” is now being edited and 
the firm has scheduled “Girl in the 
Woods,” “Atomic Submarine,” “Go- 
ing Steady,” “Bourbon Street 
Blues,” “Tramp Pilot,” an untitled 
western and a biopic of a World 
War 2 hero for which military 
clearances are being finalized be- 
fore full announcement can be 
made. 











To Sell Investors 
400,000 Shares 


Washington, Aug. 13. 

Walt Disney Productions has 
applied to the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission for authority 
to register and sell 400,000 shares 
of $2.50 per common stock. Stock 
is owned by Atlas Corp. It would 
be offered for public sale by an 
underwriting syndicate of Goldman, 
Sachs, Lehman Bros., and Kidder, 
Peabody & Co. There is no indica- 
tion of the offered_price. 

Atlas Corp. would use the pro- 
ceeds to reduce bank loans. Floyd 
B. Odlum, president of Atlas, is a 
director of Disney Productions. 

Atlas now owns 403,153 shares of 





|the Disney Productions common, | 


| or 27.01% of the outstanding shares. 
|In addition, Atlas owns warrants 
|for 153,553 shares which Atlas is 
entitled to buy at $22 per share, on 
or before Oct. 31, 1957. After sell- 
ing the 400,000 shares, it will still 


chase warrants on which it intends 
to exercise its option. 





TOWNE DRIVE-IN SIGNS 


—— } 
First In San Antonio To Contract | 
For Union Boothmen 





San Antonio, Aug. 13. 
Towne Theatre, a twin drive-in, 
has signed a three year agreement | 
here with the Moving Picture Ma- | 
chine Operators Union. Gordon H. | 


Disney Seeks Okay 


have 3,153 shares, plus the pur- | 


Mpls., St. Paul Theatres 
To Get Fight Telecast 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 

United Paramount’s Minneapolis 
Radio City and St. Paul Paramount 
have been inked for closed circuit 
theatre telecast of the Robinson- 
Basilio fight Sept. 23. 

Radio City has had all of the 
theatre fight telecasts and, with one 
exception, they’ve drawn capacity 
houses. In only one other instance, 
however, have the bouts been thea- 
tre televised in both of the Twin 
Cities. 








Devaluation 


Continued from page 3 








dollars and francs. But if the franc 
|is now to be devalued one fifth of- 
ficially, it's a cinch to lose some- 
thing near commensurate value 
market-wise. 

As of the present, these are mat- 
ters of speculation in Gotham, 
where picture officials’ knowledge 
appears limited to the press re- 
ports. 

They similarly have received no 
official communiques’ from the 
French capital, so far as pictures 
are concerned, on the reported 
20% tax to be levied on all but the 
vital commodities imported by the 
French. 

If it proves to be just that—a 
20% impost on Hollywood pictures 
as levied against reritals—Holly- 
wood automatically stands to lose 
$3,400,000 a year. 

Unique aspect of the French 
situation is this. i 
have undertaken in past to convert 
their earned francs into dollars via 
compensation deals. This simply 
means selling blocked francs to 
companies which needed them and 
collecting dollars at less than the 
official rate of exchange. United 
Artists, because of its production 
activities in France, and the obvi- 
|ous use to which it can put the 
local currency, has been buying 
them. 

While awaiting bona fide inter- 
pretations of how they are to be 
| affected by the new measures taken 
|to tighten up the French economy, 
| American film men seem in agree- 
| ment on one thing: “We know we 
|ean’t gain anything; we've got to 
| lose.” 
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| 
| —— —— 
| in most South American lands, the 
| latter usually a political necessity. 
That the Argentine film pro- 
| ducers are adroit in propagandiz- 
ing for themselves among the suc- 
cessors to Peron is known. Attrac- 
| tive stars turn on the charm at 
| B.A. dinner parties. In some in- 
stances the lovely actress speaks 
of her children and the harsh 


| problem of educating them. There 


is acute unemployment fn the Ar- 
gentine studios and sympathy for 
talent (if apparently little for the 
exhibitors) has been readily de- 
veloped. 


New film law has set up the 


Dyer, prez, believes the long term National Screen Institute and in- 


agreement is the first to be nego- 
tiated between drive-in theatres 
and unions in this area. 

The agreement came after con- 


tinued incidents of vandalism cre- | 


ated by theatre-union disputes. | 


Ozoner was formerly known as | 


the San Antonio Twin Drive-In | 


Theatre. 





Republic Up-Posts Pair 


Two Republic staffers were 


{ 


| vested it with fairly arbitrary au- 
| thority. An 
| tonio Aita, is rated an honest civil 


The man in charge, An- 


servant but opinionated in the ex- 
treme. (He is a constant canasta 
player in the home of Argentina’s 
vice president.) Idealistic though 
convinced of his own knowledge of 
the picture industry based upon 40 
years of being a film fan Aita has 
given many in B.A. the heartburn. 

The  producer-exhibitor feud 
(each side accusing the other of 


upped to new posts last week, it was | being millionaires) obscures a can- 
disclosed by worldwide sales chief | did examination of the facts. Mean- 


Richard W. Altschuler. 

Joe Wohl, formerly New York 
branch manager, has been named 
assistant to Altschuler. Assuming 
Wohl’s old berth is Bob Fannon. 


| 
| 





while the Mentasti Brothers are 
believed still potent on the studio 
side of the fight, though keeping 
themselves hidden from view since 
the powdering of Peron. 


All companies }. 


H’wood Headed for Calmer Seas 
After ‘Worst’ Storm—Bernhard 


7. 
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NEVER SAY ‘IMPOSSIBLE’ 


It’s A Personal Insult to His Dad, 
Says Mike Todd Jr. 





Toronto, Aug. 13. 

Planing in from New York for 
a Toronto press luncheon that later 
saw him leaving for Vancouver 
that afternoon at 3:50, Mike Todd 
Jr. was here to tub-thump his 
father’s “Around the World in 80 
Days,” which opened here tonight 
(6) at the Tivoli for $30 a pair as 
a benefit for the Mental Health 
Ass’n and then a $2.50 top for the 
995-seater which is sold out eight 
weeks in advance. 

(With Mike Todd Jr. was his 
wife, Saran, who would accompany 
him as far as Calgary and then 
proceed to Banff Springs where 
Junior will immediately join her 
for a two-weeks’ holiday there and 
in Jasper Park.) 

On life with father, Mike Todd 
Jr., 27, admitted that “the biggest 
mistake anyone ca: make is to tell 
my dad that anything is impos- 
sible.” 


TOA Cheery Re 
Better Federal 
Theatre Loans 


Developments in Theatre Owners 
of America’s campaign for easing 
of the loan provisions of the Small 
Business Administration included 
(1) the passage of a bill in the 
House of Representatives wherein 
several of the TOA recommenda- 
tions were adopted and (2) the Sen- 
ate Banking and Currency com- 
mittee, desiring more time to study 
the TOA requests, recommending 
the extension of the Administration 
for another year. 

Reason for the Senate commit- 
tee’s action, according to TOA, is 
that civil rights legislation would 
undoubtedly take up so much time 
that the proper consideration could 
not be given to changes at this 
time. Tradesters believe it’s almost 
certain that there will be a joint 
meeting of the House and Senate 
committees for the purpose of 
drafting compromise legislation 
which, the exhibitor group hopes, 
will include many of the TOA re- 
commendations. 








$24,000 BULK TICKETS 





Precede Opening of ‘80 Days’ at 
Lyric, Indianapolis 





Indianapolis, Aug. 13. 

Group ticket sales for “Around 
World in 80 Days,” which opens at 
Lyrie here Aug. 8, reached $24,000 
week after first week. It’s new 
mark for house, which is finishing 
27 week run of “10 Command- 
ments” August 4. 

“Around World” total includes 
six SRO houses and more than 
dozen half-houses from opening 
until end of September. Indiana- 
polis Press Club has pre-opening 
premiere for ts scholarship fund 
Aug. 7. Mike Todd will fly in for 
day-long hoopla. Mail orders, 
which, opened July 21, and general 
b.o. sale, which opened July 29, are 
not included in group figure. 








“Hollywood has _ successfully 
weathered the worst storm in its 
history and is entering a period of 
more favorable business climate,” 
states the Value Line Investment 
Survey published by Arnold Bern- 
hard & Co. The picture companies, 
says the report, have strengthened 
their earning power “rathér thor- 
oughly both currently and for the 
longer term.” 

Value Line survey estimates that 
1957 film attendance will average 
49,000,000 weekly as compared 
with 46,500,000 in 1956. It says 
that attendance in first half of '57 
showed a moderate 4% “year-to- 
year gain.” In appraising the sec- 
ond half of this year, the invest- 
ment report notes studios have 
yet to release the major portion of 
the expanded output and that, as 
a result, there will be “a substan- 
tially larger number of good 
movies available to exhibitors dur- 
ing the final six months of this 
year.” 

Another reason for Value Line’s 
upbeat feeling is film biz’s diversi- 
fication in many enterprises unre- 
lated to pictures, including elec- 
tronics, pharmaceuticals, oil drill- 
ing, etc. In addition, it points out 
that idle assets are being sold, and 
funds realized “may well” be used 
by the companies in repurchasing 
their own securities. Pix firms sales 
to tv in form of old libraries as 
well as telepix are considered note. 
worthy by the Value Line survey. 

Report concludes that earnings 
of picture companies “will tend to 
be less volatile’ when bolstered 
by income “from more stable new 
sources.” At the same time, it in- 
dicates that per share earnings will 
be further hiked by “systematic 
— of common capitaliza- 
ion.” 


9c-Before-5 PM. 
Just a Memory 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 

With the arriyal last week of 
UA’s “Pride and the Passion,” the 
usual after 5 p.m. 90¢ downtown 
first-run admission is almost con- 
spicuous by its absence. It’s in ef- 
fect at only two of the nine loop 
first runs. 

In addition to “Pride” the night 
tap downtown is $1.25 also for 
three other current offerings—“An 
Affair to Remember,” “Night Pas- 
sage” and “Interlude.”  <dsast- 
named is at the World which most 
of the time charges $1.25 after 5 
p.m. 

The two hard-ticket aftractions 
here—“Seven Wonders of the 
World” (in its seeond year) and 
“Around the World in 80 Days” 
(in its fifth week)—have a $2.65 
night top. Lowest-priced evening 
ticket for “80 Days” costs $2.40. 

For 4,100-seat Radio City’s “Fire 
Down Below” and the, Gopher’s 
“Gun Glory” the 90c evening ad- 
mission hasn’t been raised. 

“Pride,” “Affair” and “Passage” 
are all scheduled for minimum 
runs of four weeks. 








Esther Williams Swimming Poo) 
Corp. of Central Florida Inc. has 
been authorized to conduct a 
swimming pool manufacturing 
business in White Plains. Capital 
stock is 30 shares, no par value. 
Directors, each owning ten shares, 
are: Andrew J. Barnes Jr., White 
Plains; Leonard J. Vecchiolla, Rye; 
Peter T. Manos, Port Chester. 
Smith, Ranscht & Croake of White 
a were filing attorneys at Al- 

any. 
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- Goldwyn’s California Suit 
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Naify didn’t mention Charles 
added: “I'm glad I’m out of it.” 


Childhouse testified about Syufy’s threat to hire Alioto 
and “start a lawsuit te keep us from overbidding,” added 
that Naify was willing to make an “arrangement” with 
Syufy if it “was open and aboveboard,” but George 


Skouras wasn't. 


When Alioto asked Childhouse if he knew buyers were 
“picking pictures out of a hat,” Childhouse replied, “that 





da from page 13 
to Naify in mid-August, 1947, McNeil testified Naify told 
him Joe Schenck was going to indorse Naify’s note, but 
Skouras. 


say it.” 





The witness 


unnecessarily for pictures.” 


sounds like a dirty word, something sinister when you 


Childhouse added that “everyone knew” some United 
California associates (Eugene Emmick, Salinas exhibi- 
tor John Peters) had interests in exhibitor Dave Bolton’s 
drive-in which was back-to-back with a Naify drive-in at 
San Leandro. 

But Cooper, who followed Childhouse to the stand, tes- 
tified he never knew of tMe double interests. 

Cooper said in 1947 he talked to competing exhibitors 
to eliminate bidding where it existed, told of making a 
deal with Oakland exhibiter Rene Lamar which he “may 
have” told Naify about. 

When Ben Levin started bidding for his Empire Thea- 
tre in Frisco, a house which played against United Cali- 
fornia’s El Rey, Cooper phoned Levin and arranged a 
meeting. Cooper told Levin “in my opinion we're bidding 
He testified “it was costing 


stopped.” 


added: 
“We 


us both money and we'd both be better off if bidding 


Eventually, said Cooper, he worked out a deal with Jess 
Levin, who helped operate the Empire with Ben Levin. 
Under the deal Cooper’s Naify house got first crack at pic- 
tures, Levins’ house second and third choices. But Cooper 


submitted bids intending not to get the pictures.” 
He admitted, too, that he never told the distributors he 
was making bids he expected would be rejected and never 
told the distributors of his arrangement with the Levins. 
Purpose, he admitted, was to conceal the arrangement. 
Alioto worked through several other “arrangements,” 


among them the three-way split with FWC and the Nas- 


“Whenever there was 
it out.” 


sers in Frisco’s Mission District, and finally Cooper said, 


any competition we tried to work 


The Judge's remarks about “schoolboy” Naify followed 
and the week ended very much upbeat for Goldwyn's side. 
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‘Les Girls’ 


Preview Gets 
HIGHEST 
Rating of 
All Time! 




















Paintings 
for the 
campaign 
by famed 
artist John 
Fernie. 


Something to look for- 
ward to is this great 
attraction which, in 
its Preview at Loew's 
72nd St. N. Y., hit 
the highest mark in 
the history of the 
outstanding research 
organization, Audi- 
ence Research Surveys. 
“LES GIRLS” is just 
one of the BIG NEW 
M-G-M hits coming! 








Join “Les Girls” 
and See a World 
of Entertainment! 


M-G-M Presents A SOL C. SIEGEL PRODUCTION « COLE PORTER'S 


LES GIRLS 


(rhymes with “‘playgirls” ) 


GENE KELLY- MITZI GAYNOR KAY KENOALL -TANA EL 


: Co-starring JACQUES BERGERAC © screen piay by JOHN PATRICK « story oy vere cospary 
Music and Lyrics by COLE PORTER « in CinemaScope ana METROCOLOR 
Associate Producer SAUL CHAPLIN + Directed by GEORGE CUKOR 
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Civilian’ Tradesters Duck Gunfire 





Judge Told Tomlinson 


Consummation of Metro Deals With Outsiders 


Harassment Postpones 








Battle for control of Loew's has 
held up a $3,000,000 pix-to-tv deal, 
it was disclosed last week at a 
hearing on an injunction restrain- 
ing Joseph Tomlinson from inter- 
fering with the Sept. 12 special 
stockholders’ meeting called by 
Loew's prexy Joseph R. Vogel. 

Payment of $500,000 as the in- 
itial fee on a big deal for the 
licensing of films for television 
was to have been made to Loew's 
on Aug it was indicated ia a 
brief submitted by former Supreme 
Court Justice Ernst E. L. Hammer 
and Harold A. Lerman, attorneys 
for Jacob Starr and Richard A. 
Sprayragen, stockholders seeking 
the injunction against the Tomlin- 
son faction. However, attorneys for 
the contracting party advised de- 
laying the deal until the confusion 
over Loew's management had been 
settled. 

Other deals, it was disclosed, 
have been lost or delayed “in view 
of the cloud” created by the reso- 
lutions passed by the rump direc- 
tors’ meeting on July 30. An im- 
portant motion picture deal that 
was to have been submitted to 
Loew’s, it was noted, was taken to 
another company because it was 
feared that “the management would 
not have the authority to enter 
into the transaction.” 

At the rump directors’ meeting 
on July 30, the participants passed 
a resolution limiting all company 
deals to a maximum of $25,000 and 
o for one year’s duration. “It 
well known in the motion pic- 


9 
*, 
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Bids to Proxy Party 

Proxies for the Loew’s spe- 
cial stockholders’ meeting on 
Sept. 12 are being solicited in 
the names of prexy Joseph R. 
Vogel and George L. Killion, 
who are members of the com- 
pany’s executive committee, 
and not by the management. 
This method, it’s pointed out, 
is being employed “in view of 
the circumstances.” 

However, Loew’s is bearing 
all costs in connection with the 
solicitation of the pgoxies. Cost 
of proxy solicitation is esti- 
mated at about $100,000. 


Wilmington Front 


=——eae Continued from page 7 eee 


the case directly for the first time, 
since it identifies him as the pres- 
ident of Loew's and specifically 
puts this answer down as that of 
the Loew's management. 








attempt by the “Tomlinson fac- 
tion” to “seize conrto] of Loew's 
and to restore Mayer as production 


It calls the July 30 meeting an | 


‘PIONEER OF THE YEAR’ 
Joe Vogel Gets Accolade From 
Oldtimers’ Club 

Joseph R. Vogel, president of 
Loew’s, was named pioneer of the 
year by the Motion Picture Pion- 
eers, an organization of those who 
have served the industry for 25 
years or more. 

Ned E. Depinet, president of the 


Pioneers, bestowed the honor on 
Vogel at a brief cereniony in 
Loew's homeoffice building last 


week. On Nov. 25, at the annual 
banquet of the Pioneers at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, the industry 
group will pay formal tribute to 
the Loew’s president. 


Tomlinson Oustable But 
Might Vote Himself In 
Again Next February 


Joseph Tomlinson and Stanley 
Meyer can be ousted from the 
Loew’s board of directors by a 





conceivable that Tomlinson, if he 
retains his present holdings, can 
elect himself or Meyer to the board 
at Loew's regular stockholders’ 
meeting in Feb., 1958. 

Under Loew’s system of cumula- 
tive voting, Tomlinson, if he suc- 
ceeds in nominating himself or 





chief, a position from which he 
had been removed in 1951 because | 
Loew’s had suffered huge losses | 
under his supervision.” } 

The court is told that the July | 
30 meeting was illegal because, | 
among other things, a_ special 
stockholders’ meeting had already | 
been calied for Sept. 12 to elect 
directors for the four yacancies | 





ture " the brief said, ‘that | 
im} tars, production deals | 
and must be engaged | 
prompt! » they may. be lost| 
and that contracts 
uch matters far exceed | 
Point made by the brief | 
e actions of the rump 
tended to interfere with 
t business enterprises” of 


indu try 
ortant 
artists 
or else 
to competitors, 
involvin 
$25,000 
that 
meeting 
the 
Loew's 


is th 
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Juan Hernandez 
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Avenue, his picture “Something of 
Value” was finishing a two-week 
run at the Metro Theatre three 
blocks from where the actor con- 
ducts his teaching classes. He is 
a great draw among the Puerto 
Rican fans, as is Jose Ferrer whose 
birthplace here has been converted 
into a small hotel and restaurant 
known now as the Villa Ferenza 
and operated by an Italian-French 
woman who Is trying to interest 
the Fomento into lending her 
about $5,000 to fix up the home- 
stead showing signs of badly need- 
ed repairs. 

“There's a lot of talent in Puerto 
Rico,” Hernandez told this reporter 
who visited him at the studio, “and 
all need an opportunity. That is 
my interest in forming the studio. 
to give these people « break and 
make actors and actresses of 
them.” Hernandez insists on giv- 
ing individual lessons to each 
student. He doesn’t believe in 
mass class room work, contending 


that existed at the time. Vacan- | 
cies on the board can be filled “by 
the stockholders or by the direc- 
tors in office (although less than a 
quorum)” the answer claims. “By 
the stockholders” is underlined be- 
cause, said the answer, it was left 
out of the Tomlinson petition. 

The chancellor is asked to dis- 
miss the Tomlinson petition, to 
issue a decree ruling (a) that 
Mayer and Briskin were not valid- 
ly elected; (b) enjoining them from 
acting as directors; (c) holding all 
actions of the July 30 meeting to 
be invalid and (d), enjoining the | 
“Tomlinson faction” from inter- 
fering in any way with the stock- 
_— meeting called for Sept. 








Vogel’s Chillun 


=e Continued from page 7 eee 


ing stock, owns 600 
Loew's stock. 

General Omar Bradley — pur- 
chased 100 shares on July 31. 

George Muchnic, v.p. of Loew’s 
International — purchased 100 
shares on Aug 5 and 100 shares on 
Aug. 6. 

Robert H. O’Brien, financial v.p. 
of Loew's — purchased 500 shares 


shares of 


Meyer from the floor, can vote all 
the 180,000 shares he owns, plus the 
stock he reportedly controls, for 
himself or Meyer. Assuming he 
controls a total of 200,000 shares, 
this total is multiplied by 19 (the 
number of directors proposed for 
the board) and would give Tomlin- 
son a total of 3.800.000 votes suf- 
ficient to elect himself or Meyer 
if all the votes are cast for a 
single candidate. 











‘Hinderers’ 


Continued from page 7 





of conciliation” and 
tacks in silence” because he was 
‘loathe to expose our internal 
problems to public gaze with pos- 
sible resulting detriment to the 
company.” 

The Loew’s president also dis- 
closed that Louis B. Mayer, for- 
mer Metro studio chief, whom he 
described as the “mentor” of Tom- 


“endured at- 


| linson and Meyer, «had received 


about $15,000,000 in compensation 
fram the company during his 27- 
year tenure, as well as having “par- 
ticipated in the form of partnership 
income in more than $12,000,000 
paid to the firm of L. B. Mayer Co. 
and its predecessors.” During 
Mayer's last three years at the 
studio, pictures released lost about 
$8,700,000, Vogel tharged. 

The Loew's chief executive out- 
lined in detail what he described 
as ‘the planned scheme of harass- 
ment” by the Tomlinson-Meyer- 





on Aug. 7. 
Benjamin Melniker, v.p. and 
general counsel — 1,000 shares. 
Charles H. Silver, president New 
York City Board of Education — 
1,400 shares. 


Mayer bloc that led to his calling 
| of the special stockholders’ meet- 
}ing “ to submit the issues to. you 
| for decision.” Even this action, he 
said, met with the opposition of 
the dissidents who “placed their 
prerogatives of judgment above the 





Benjamin Thau, v.p: and studio 
chief—11,300 shares acquired Auril 





that no real benefits can be gained 
by this type of teaching. Three as- 
sistants work from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
five days a week and he has been 


charging $5 an hour for tbe indi- 
vidual instruction. All phases of 
the arts are covered: TV, radio, 


stage and films. 


There are six small classrooms 


for the students to work in as well | 


as a 20 foot square stage on the 
open air roof. His sen, Juan Jose 
Hernandez who will be 18 in Oc- 
tober, also has been helping along 
in the teaching, handling 15 child- 
ren in the course of the semester. 

Hernandez has now left for Hol- 
lywoed with his son who is signed 
to appear in the Hecht-Hill-Lancas- 
ter production, “Take a Giant 
Step,” by Louis Peterson Jr. 


While on the coast, the father will | 


coach the son for the role. Hernan- 
dez made the i6m test right at 
the Lyceum studio and sent it on 
to Maxwell Arnow, H-H-L’s talent 
head, who immediately signed the 
youth for the role, 


Richard M. Hall, secretary-con- 
troller of Chakeres Theatres, 
Springfield, O., elected a v.p. of the 
Dayton Control of the Controllers 
Institute of America. 


2, 1956. Thau, it’s noted, is in- 
| debted to a bank for $65,000 with 
jrespect to his holdings. 

| Non-shareholding nominees 
; Vogel's slate include Bennett Cerf, 
Helen Hayes, Francis W. Hatch, 
Charles Brainstein and J. Howard 
McGrath. However, it’s reported 
that the nominees will own shares 
in the company by the time of the 
| Stockholders’ meeting. 
ployees ‘the company proposed 
for the board, including Vogel, 
hold shares. Vogel's stake is 23,300 
shares. 

Joseph Tomlinson, whose re- 
moval from the board has been 
called for by Vogel, is still the 
largest single stockholder with 
180,000 shares. Stanley Meyer owns 
5,000. The directors in the Tom- 
linson camp own the following 
| amounts: Louis A. Johnson, 100; 
| K. T. Keller, 200; Ray Lawson, 800. 
|The holdings of the incumbent 
| directors in the Vogel camp are 
George L. Killion, 1,000; John L. 
Sullivan, 100; William A. Parker, 
1,000 plus 3,000 owned by his wife. 
In addition, Parker is chairman of 
the board .of Incorporated In- 
| vestors Inc. of Boston, which owns 
| 57,000 shares of Loew's common 
| stock. 





on 


All em-| 


judgment of all Loew’s 26,000 
|; owners” by declaring the meeting 
| “unnecessary.” 
Wreckers? 

“Their reasoning,” Vogel de- 
jclared, “appears obvious, They 
want to prevent me from present- 
ing to the stockholders the full 
story of their attempts to inter- 
|fere with my management of the 
| company and thereby gain control 
for themselves. I have no intention 
|of submitting to such tactics. 1 
| called a stockholders’ meeting for 
| Sept: 12 because I have faith in 
your judgment and in your right 
te make the decision and it will be 
held as scheduled.” 

After detailing specific instances 
when his program for the company 
had been “hindered” by the Tom- 
linson faction, Vogel added: “It is 
throughout this entire period. the 
Tomlinson-Meyer-Mayer combina- 
tion failed to come forward with 
even the semblance of an affirma- 
tive program for the company. 
From the beginning their only acts 
were negative—their conduct has 
been completely barren of a single 
positive and constructive sugges- 
tion.” Vogel concluded by urging 
the stockholders to elect the slate 
of directors presented in the proxy 
statement accompanying the letter. 








| Continued 


court. The objection, according to 
the court, was “ill-founded,” since 
all the court was doing was re- 
straining the dissidents from inter- 
fering with a “duly called stock- 


holders’ meeting.” 

“This court should not decline 
to take jurisdiction in a matter of 
| basic right affecting the interests 
| of many of its citizens,” the judge 
'asserted. He pointed out that in 
New York State there were 7,966 
resident owners of over 3,000,000 
Loew’s shares of 62.4% of the out- 
standing stock. 

In granting the temporary in- 
junction, the court stressed that it 
was not called upon to determine 
if the directors elected at the rump 
meeting were “legally and properly 
elected,” or whether the actions 
taken at the rump sessions were le- 
gal or in the best interests of the 
company. The court, he empha- 








straight majority vote of the com-| sized, “is not even suggesting that | 
pany’s stockholders. However, it’s| the president was without authori- | Saas Continued from page 7 Gas 


lty in calling the special meeting.” 
| He stressed that the court was rul- 
ing on the issue of the calling of 
| the meeting and that in its opinion 
| stockholders have “ie basic prop- 
erty right to call a meeting and se- 
lect directors.” 

Pollack, reached by telephone, 
said he hadn’t received a copy of 
}the decision and was therefore 
| withholding comment until he had 
an opportunity to study it. He 
| maintained that his refusal to state 
|his representation at the court 
| hearing was based on his belief 
| that the papers were not served 
| properly. However, he appeared 
| pleased that the N. Y. Court con- 
|ceded the authority of the Dela- 
| ware court in ruling on the e’ec- 


| tion of Louis B. Mayer and Sam 
| Briskin by the directors meeting 
called by Tomlinson. 

Only action by the Tomlinson 
group can take now to counteract 
tlfe issuance of the temporary in- 
junction is to request an immediate 
trial on the issues. However, the 


trial division of the N. Y. Supreme 


Court is now in recess and it’s 
doubted if a trial could be called 
before the Sept. 12 stockholders’ 


meeting. It’s understood, too, that 
Appellate Division, but the general 
opinion in court circles is that the 
time factor is working in Loew’s 
favor. : 

The Thursday (8) hearing took 
on bizarre note’ when Pollack 
claimed that ke was in court 
on his own behalf and was not rep- 
resenting anybody. Pollack said 
that he was incensed that the 
papers in the case had been thrust 
on his doorstep. 

Pollack’s statement cued con- 
siderable confusion and former 
Supreme Court Justice Ernst E. L. 
Hammer, who is repping the two 
stockholders in the action, said he 
had never heard of a lawyer ap- 
pearing in court not representing 
anybody. Hammer, in his argu- 
ment, concentrated on three points 
—the alleged conspiracy of the 
Tomlinson faction, the necessity 
for giving stockholders a chance to 
decide the issue, and the fact that 
the N. Y. court has jurisdiction 
since 7,000 of Loew's 26,000 stock- 
holders, owning 62.4% of the 
stock, are residents of the state. 
He argued that N. Y. should be 
called upon to protect the stock- 
holders even though Loew’s is a 
Delaware corporation. 
previous case on record which 
ruled that even if a majority of 
the directors don’t want a stock- 
holders’ meeting, the shareholders 
have a right to have one since they 
are the true owners of the com- 
pany. 

Louis: Nizer, in court to present 
Loéw’s position, spoke for about an 
hour in reviewing the alleged con- 
spiracy of the Tomlinson group. 
Nizer asked the Court to incorpo- 
rate in its records the fact that 
Pollack was present throughout the 
hearing and that he took notes. 
The Court so ordered over Pol- 
lack’s objections and the attorney’s 
request for “a point of special 
privilege” to make a statement at 
the conclusion of the hearing, was 
denied. 

Additional confusion was caused 
by the appearance in court of 
Nemser, who said he was ap- 
pearing for himself and his wife, 
Ann, as co-owners of 100 Loew’s 
shares. He camé forth to protest 
the calling of the special stock- 
holders’ meeting. The Court ques- 





some appeal can be made te the |+ 


He cited a/ 





Judge: Let Loew Chips Fall 
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| tioned him sharply on his holdings 
jand his reasons for objecting to 
| the calling of the special meeting. 
| He was interrupted several times 
| by Judge Spector in an effort to 
| obtain clearer clarification. 

Attorneys for the Starr and 
|Sprayragen attempted to prove 
that Nemser was sent to court by 
Pollack, which Nemser hotly de- 
nied, saying he represented only 
himself. Finally the judge elicited 
from Nemser that he objected to 
| the calling of the meeting because 
| of points of law involving jurisdic- 
tion by the Delaware Court. Judge 
Spector then erdered Nemser to 
} submit a brief outlining his case, 
copies of which would go to Ham- 
mer and Nizer the*same day so they 
| ogee have their answers by Mon- 
day (12). 


Briefs, Complaints 





| 








|faction, “in furtherance of their 
| conspiracy to seize control” of the 
; company, has set up a rump direc- 
| tors’ meeting on July 30 and pur- 
ported to “elect” Mayer and 
Briskin. The Sept. 12. stock- 
holders’ meeting, it was pointed 
out to the court, had been legally 
;called by Vogel to resolve the dis- 
|putes created by the Tomlinson 
faction and vote on the removal 
of Tomlinson and Stanley Meyer 


from the board, 
Loew's asked the Delaware 
Court to hold that Mayer and 


Briskin were not validly elected 
and that all other acts of the rump 
meeting were invalid. 

Spell Out P-L-O-T 

In its lengthy answer and cross- 
complaint, Loew’s detailed the 
maneuvering of Tomlinson, Stan- 
ley Meyer, and Louis B. Mayer 
from the time of the company’s 
annual stockholders’ meeting on 
Feb. 28. The complaint noted, 
too, that the resolution passed 
at the rump meeting on July 
30 were invalid “for the ad- 
ditional reason” that two of the 
directors—Tomlinson and Meyer— 
were disqualified from voting 
‘since their own fitness and tenure 
as directors were to be considered 
at said meeting.” It pointed out 
that the notice of the special meet- 
ing had as one of the items on its 
agenda “to remove for cause 
Stanley Mayer and Joseph Tom- 
linson and to fill the vacancy cre- 
ated by the removal of each.” 

As a result, the complaint states, 
jeven if L. B. Mayer and Briskin 
| had been validly elected, which the 
}complaint insists they were not, “a 
|quorum of seven directors would 
| still not have been in attendance 
|at the directors’ meeting.” 

Loew's answer also states that 
|“upon information and belief” 
Briskin is “ineligible” to serve on 
the board of Loew’s. Without giv- 
ing specific details, the Loew’s 
complaint contends that he was 
connected with another film com- 
|pany which makes him ineligible 
to serve on Loew’s board under 
rules of the company’s by-laws and 
restrictions of the Government’s 
consent decree. Latter states that 
no agent or employee of the com- 
|pany with policy making powers 
|shall have an interest “directly or 
|indirectly in the business of ex- 

hibition of motion pictures.” 





Thunderbolts 
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| 


| 





/ group felt Wile was drawing too 
much of a publicity spotlight to 
| himself. One report (which was 
denied by a board member had it 
that ITOO might dissolve come the 
next meeting of the directorate on 
Aug. 27. 

There's no way of determining 
to what specifie extent theatremen 
are losing interest in the trade 
groups. And it’s not suggested in 
any quarters that the exhib orgs for 
the most part haven't been serv- 
ing the interests of their members 
on many fronts, such as maintain- 
ing contact with outside charity 
and government and other groups 
and fighting adverse legislation. 

But the fact is that decibels have 
from the voices of 


been 
the front men. And this, coupled 


with the exhibs’ immediate busi- 
ness worries, is stirring reports 
of the disenchantment. 
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Back From the Dead 
bination of soul transmigration and 
black magic. Peggie Castle is chief 
victim, married te Arthur Franz. 
She becomes possessed by malevo- 
lent spirit of Franz’ departed first 
wife. Seems tha& first wife had 
been involved in evil-worshipping 
sect headed by Otto Reichow. 

Sister Marsha Hunt, Franz and 
sympathetic neighbor Don Hag- 
gerty fight against new Miss Castle 
and accompanying mumbo-jumbo, 
finally breaking up a blood sacri- 
fice ceremony with another neigh- 
bor as intended victim. At this 
point, Reichow gets plugged by a 
rejected disciple, Marianne Stew- 
art, and Miss Castle returns to her 
former self 

Director Charles Marquis War- 
Ten shows a distinct improvement 
with this effort, managing several 
scenes of considerable promise. 


Re 





However, he can’t make the pilot- 


ting come out even. 

Actors are briskly competent, 
not always able to convince. With 
best roles, Misses Castle and Hunt 
are both altractive and properly 
disturbed, although in different 
ways. Franz is hampered by weak 
part, but Haggerty is good as the 
sialwart neighbor. As heavies, Miss 
Stewart and Reichow are okay. 
James Bell andy Helen Wallace, as 
parents of dead first wife, also 
register, although’ scripting is more 
than ordinarily murky here. 

Ernest Haller’s photography, 
especially locations in Laguna area, 
is clean and sharp. For expectant 
suburbanites and home-builders, 


James W 
most interesting. Kove. 
The Flesh Is Weak 


(BRITISH) 


New British pie puts spotlight 

on prostitution, but makes 

only mild impact. 

London, Aug. 6. 
Eros (Raymond Stress)) preduction and 

Telease. Stars John Derek, Milly Vitale. 

Directed by Bon Chaffey. Screenplay, Lee 


Vance; camera, Stephen Dade: music, } 
Tristram Cary. At Cameo-Royal, London. | 
Running time, 886 MINS. 

Tony Giani John Derek 

Marissa Cooper Milly Vitale 

Lloyd Buxton William Franklyn 

Angelo Giani Martin Benson 

Trixie . Freda Jackson 

Inspector Kingcombe ...Norman Wooland 

Henry : ‘ Harold Lang 

Millie . Patricia Jessel 

Sgt. Franks John Paul 

DOG ..0ccesncenwenuet Denis Shaw 

Sa Or errs Joe Robinson 

Benny Roger Snowden 


. Patricia Plunkett 

» Vera Day 
.. Shirley Ann Field 
Charles Lloyd Pack 

It is difficult to know what pro- 
ducer Raymond Stross had in mind 
with “The Flesh is Weak,” a study 
of prostitution in London's sleazy 
West End. As a social document, 
it makes only the mildest impact 
and fails lamentably to say any- 
thing new or penetrating about an 
urgent problem. As entertainment, 


Doris Newman 

Edna 
Susan 
Salvi 





it is rather mediocre stuff which 
likely will bore the discerning pa- 
tron and sadly disappoint those in 
search of cheap thrills. Stross 


must be relying, optimistically, on 
the film's “X" certificate ‘(which 
bars under 16's) as a magnet for 
boxoffice returns, 

Obviously based 
ous Messina vice gang, whose evil 
activities have helped to make 
London's West End a cesspool, Lee 
Vance's stereotyped screenplay 
gives an authentic glimpse of Lon- 
don nightlife, but has nothing new 


on the 


or werthwhile to say about the 
vice racket. Never once does the 
treatment penetrate the mind of 
the streetwalkers nor is there 


more than a superficial insight into 
what makes a pimp tick 


Story tells of a decent, unsophis- | 


ticated girl who comes up from | 
the country to find a career in 
London. She falls in love with a 


young man who turns out to be one 
of the Giani brothers, head boys 1n 
the flesh-peddling business. She is 
corrupted, becomes a streetwalker 
and lands in jail on a framed-up 


assault charge before she can be 
by a journalist to give | Veh, 
| Osbiston; 
| Odeon, 
“S57. 


persuaded 
the evidence which puts her lover 


behind bars 
Milly Vitale, as the girl, and 
John Derek, as the unscrupulous 


young thug, are convincing enotigh. 
So are Martin Benson, the leader 
of the gang, and William Franklyn, 
Cast as 
scribe. 

Patricia Jessel, Patricia Plunkett, 
Vera Day and Shirley Ann Field 
are useful as assorted prosties 
while Harold Lang and Denis Shaw 
score as slimy panders. But the 
best performance comes from 
Freda Jackson, who portrays an 
aging harlot, still human en 
to be sympathetic with the girl's 
plight. 

“Flesh is Weak” could have been 


notori- | 


M 
the crusading newspaper M 


| 


from page 6 


a searing and courageous exposure | 
of a social sore, but it merely flirts 
with the subject. re | compromise, | 
it ends up as a sordid, depressing 
little yarn which Don Chaffey di- | 








rects competently, but without 
| originality. Rich. | 
Hell Drivers 
(BRITISH) 





Unabashed meller with Stan- 
ley Baker as ex-convict truck 
driver involved in a racket. | 
Fair prospects. 





‘London, July 25. 

Rank production and release. Directed 
by C. Raker Endfield; produced by 5S. 
Benjamin Fisz. Stars Stanley Baker, Her 
bert Lom, Peggy Cummins, Patrick Mic- 
Goohan. Screenplay, John Kruse and C. 
Raker Endfield; camera, Geoffrey Uns- 
worth; editor, John D. Guthridge: music, 
Hulbert Clifford. At Gaumont, Haymarket, 












iaoeem, July 23, ‘57. Running time, 168 

iM e 
BO cizeccossvovcereivacs Stanley Baker 
NT aes op phendenorenkes Herbert Lom 
EMEY oc ccccsicccvceeis Peggy Cummins 
_.. MEET . Patrick McGoohan 
Cartley William Hartnell 
Ed . Wilfrid Lawson 
Dusty . Sidney James 
| ess Jill Ireland 
EOE. cccvcccavccccoess . Alfie Bass 
BOGTIS coccccccsvccccces Gordon Jackson 
FUMMF corcsccccscvcere David McCallum 
SOE csccceccecscese P Seah Connery 
ME: oy shoe educvees at .. Wensley Pithey 
Tub .. George Murcell 
Ma West Marjorie Rhodes 
Sr ° era Day 
Mother -.+eee Beatrice Varley 
Assistant Manager........ Robin Bailey 
Spinster . ews . Jean St. Clair 
Chick pee eénoncaad Jerry Stovin 
| eee ee John Horsley 
Marianne Stone 


o6es Ronald Clarke 


Nurse 
| Barber Joe 





“Hell Drivers” is a slab of un- 


Sullivan’s settings are | ahashed melodrama, which, thanks pletely 





| to its title and the growing popu- 
larity of Stanley Baker, could prove 

market. But it lacks star b.o. appeal 

land is unlikely to create much of 

!a stir elsewhere. 

| The story has to do with the 

rivalries of a gang of haulage, 
jtruck drivers, operating between 

| gravel pits and a construction site. 

| Stanley Baker is an exconvict who 

| gets a job as one of these drivers 

and immediately falls foul of Pa- 

trick MecGoohan, the firm's ace 

\driver. Baker discovers that Mc- 

Goohan and William Hartnell, the 

manager, are running a racket. 

The head office pays basic salaries 

for five more drivers than Hartnell 

hires. By overworking the drivers 

Hartnell keeps the daily schedule | 
of runs up to par and he and Mc-| 
Goohan split the extra cash. The | 
drama comes to an uneasy head | 
when Baker's lorry is doctored, his 

Italian pal is killed and the villains | 
of the piece come to a sticky end 
over the edge of a convenient 
quarry. 

Though said to be based on real 
happenings, it is difficult to credit 
that such slap-happy drivers can 
infest British country lanes w'th- 
out protest by the public or inter- 
vention by the police. 

C. Raker Endfield’s direction is 
straightforward and conventional. 
|} but some of the speed sequences 
|provide some _ tingling thrills. 
Acting is adequate, but uninspired. 
Stanley Baker gives a forceful per- 
|formance of restrainéd strength 
'and Herbert Lom has some neat 
{moments as his Italian buddy 
Patrick McGoohan (a young actor 
| who is potentially one of Britain's 
| best) gives an exaggerated study 
las the villain. Peggy Cummins, as 
‘a village vamp, fails to spark a 
|tepid love interest and there are 
'a few routine cameos by Sidney 
James, Alfie Bass and Wilfrid Law- 
son , Rich. 








Manuela 
(BRITISH) 
Sexy, sadistic and adult with 
pronounced international b.o. 
values. Bright prospects. 





London, July 23. 
British Lion release (Paramount releas- 





ing in U. S.) of an Ivan Foxwell Produc- 
tion, Stars Trevor Howard, Pedro Armen- 
| dariz and sk Martinelli, Produced by 


directed by Guy Hamilton: 
| Screenplay, William Woods, in gollabora- 
! tion with Guy Hamilton and Ivan Fox 
camera, Otto Heller; edétor, Alan 
music, William Alwyn. At 
Marble Arch, London. July WB. 
Running time, 95 MINS. 
. Trevor Howard 
Leslie Weston 
Donald Pleasence 
Jack McGowran 
Warren Mitchell 
Harcourt Curacao 
arry Lowe 
Pedro Armendariz 
. Juan Carolilla 
Sa becceoscocereee s+ John Rae 
TTISI TIPE T itt Roger Delgado 
.. Elsa Martinelli 
» Harold Kasket 
Max Butterfield 
.... Andy Ho 
.. Peter Iling 
Armando Guinle 
...Michael Peake 


: 
| Ivan Foxwell, 












Ivan Foxwell has come up with 
an adult motion picture of interna- 


| the States by 


| authority 


tional appeal, which should hit 
sturdy results in most territories. 
It has already been acquired for 
‘aramount which put 
up an advance of $280,000—one of 
the highest U.S. advances ever 
made for a British release. 

By way of a concession, Foxwell 
has made an alternative ending 
available for the American mar- 
ket, but the unhappy fadeout, as 
shown in Britain, carries more 
conviction and appers to be more 
logical. The alternative would de- 
finitely appear to be out of charac- 
ter : 

The - three principal players, 
Trevor Howard, Pedro Armendariz 
and Elsa Martinelli, are not too 
well known in America but their 


| performances have the stamp of 


and sincerity. Howard 
plays the captain of a tramp, “43 
years old and up to the ears in 
a'cohol,” who suddenly finds him- 
sclf emotionally involved with Elsa 
Martinelli, who had been smuggled 
onto his freighter by his chief en- 
ginner, Pedro Armendariz. The 
latter, an ox of a man, had one 
thought in his mind when he got 
the wa‘f on board ship, but the 
skipper thought otherwise. The 
scene in which the engineer is 
beaten up by Howard, before being 
placed in the cooler, is a tough 
piece of screen sadism. 

There’s also plenty of drama 
when the captain ignores the ur- 
gent pleas of his sanctimonious 
first mate and continues his love- 
making session with the girl while 
the ship’s on fire. Eventually, they 
have to abandon the vessel and 
Howard sees that he and the girl 
are in separate boats — and are 
never reunited. 

Miss Martinelli’s pert and pro- 
vocative personality contributes to 
the sex overtones of her scenes 
with Howard. Armendariz is com- 

y believable as the brute of 
engineer, who 


ar 
between his mode of life 


affinity 


Pleasence, as the Bible-reading first 
mate, stands out in a highly pro- 
fessional supporting cast. Guy 
Hamilton’s terse direction takes 
full advantage of the 
potentialities of the story. 
Myro. 








Bestsellers 
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read the galley proofs of the Book- 
of-the-Month selections.” 

Airing another writers’ griev- 
ance, he adds, “The synopsis step 
shouldn’t be the final say. The 
producer should read the original 
script. Then perhaps he’d know 
what he bought.” 

At the same time, script regis- 
tration department of WGAW re- 
leased figures indicating that fewer 
original stories for the screen are 
being registered. In the 1938-1952 
period, 65% of generally recog- 
nized hit pix were based on original 
stories, WGAW figures. show. 
Among these were such as “Going 
My Way.” “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” “Ninotchka” and “Mr. 
Deeds Goes to Town.” However, in 
1953-56 period, figure sinks to 28%, 
WGAW reports. 

According to Guild spokesman, 
quality of submissions has little to 
do with lessening output, as 
claimed -by some producers. In- 
stead, producers have become more 
dependent “on the banker for fi- 
nancing, and the banker prefers 
to back pix made from hit novels 
or legit shows, as a measure of 
greater loan security, Guild execs 
claim. If trend continues, fewer 
good pix will be turned out in fu- 
ture, since supply of hit books or 
plays is comparatively limited. 
Thus, all efforts of the film indus- 
try to hike biz via promotional 
campaigns will fail, WGAW con- 
tends, 








Stanley Meyer 
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is now charged by Loew manage- 
ment that when Meyer decided the 
Vogel team sought harmony he ‘in- 
terpreted this as a “peace at any 
price” policy of weakness and re- 
entered the fray. 

Affidavits will disclose that 
Meyer repudjated an ambition to 
assume the Loew presidency and 
conceded himself too young. He’d 
be satisfied with a television ex- 
ecutive post. He is then said to 
have glowingly praised Vogel’s 
compentency, the very issue since 
questioned by the Mayer-Tomlin- 
son-Meyer trio. Meyer apparently 
approached Nizer on his (Meyer's) 
| assurance from Nate Blumberg of 
| Universal that the lawyer was 
| trustworthy. Blumberg is Meyer's 
' father-in-law. 





New York Sound Track 


Continued from page 4 











in the South have deleted the scene in “Band of Angels” in which 
Sidney Poitier whams Yvonne DeCarlo. 

Ever since the Minneapolis Star-Tribune Aquatennial celebration 
show, Jayne Mansfield has been a target for feminine adverse criticisms 
in that area directed at her “immodest” attire. Repercussions bein 
felt two weeks after her departure. Columnist Cedric Adams himsel 
ran in full in his column a letter from a Mrs. Robert Anderson taking 
him to task for his shenanigans with Miss Mansfield in the show. 

“I hope you have a mental picture of yourself with your tape meas- 
ure and that bleached blonde kissing you,” said Mrs. Anderson’s letter. 
“And a recording of an all-time low in interviewing. We women are not 
jealous of Jayne Mansfield. We hold only disgust for her and a new 
low of respect for you drooling grandfathers.” (Adams is 52). 

Frank Capra will produce-direct “Hole in the Head” for Frank 
Sinatra’s Hobart Productions . . . Gena Rowlands, from Broadway, co- 
stars with Jose Ferrer in Metro’s “Bay the Moon”... Allen Reisner 
“rate director reins on Paramount's “St. Louis Blues,” W. C. Handy 

iopic. 

Downtown Boston film houses reported “no effect” Sunday (11) from 
the newspaper strike which blacked out the Sunday editions with their 
amusement sections The new Gary, caught with its opening, Friday 
(9), night the strike was called, switched to heavy use of radio spots 


sees a natural | 


dramatic | 


and tv plugs, and nabbed block lon 


secret .. . Redbook’s critic Florence 
is “Pajama Game” (WB). 


g lines all day. 


Victor Rosen: he’s collaborator not ghost of Charles Coburn’s auto- 
biog. “The Green Door” is not the title; the actual tag is a well-kept 


e Somers’ September film of month 








see 
b.o, strength over a period of two 
| months. 

“Seven Wonders of World” 
(Cinerama), too, held to its June 








position, again finishing fourth, 
|} some new openings helping. 
“10 Commandments” (Par) again 


|held in fifth spot as in June al- 


a useful attraction in the home /and that of his skipper’s. Donald |though obviously it is nearing the 


;end of engagements in some smal- 
jler key cities. Cecil DeMille epic 
jis starting out in first subsequent 
|playdates, opening in _ several 
theatres in representative areas 
like Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

it is scoring even more sensa- 
tional returns then in many first- 
run dates. 

“Night Passage” (U*%, 
ting started near the end of July, 
managed to push up to sixth place, 
;copping third-place ratings on two 
successive weeks. “Delicate Delin- 
'quent” (Par) was a close seventh 
though never rising higher than 
fifth position in weekly ratings. 
“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA) 
wound up eighth. 

“Bernardine” (20th) displayed 
enough strength to cop ninth. “Fire 
Down Below” (Col) finished 10th 
although sixth one week. Pic came 
out about the time a whole batch of 
strong entries were being launched, 
and found the going rather tough 
at the outset. 

“Something of Value” (M-G) 
was in much the same category but 
| managed to take 1lth-place money. 
| “Beau James” (Par) rounds out 
jthe Golden Dozen for July. It 
never rose above 10th place in 
weekly ratings of Varrery. 

. There was a whole string of 
runner-up pictures which just 
missed the Top 12 list. This group 
is headed by “Curse of Franken- 
stein (WB), a seventh-place winner 
one week but tending to taper after 
opening weeks. 





just get-! 


Others were “Man | 


WB’s ‘Prince’ Tops 


Continued from page 5 Gees 


Detroit preem week. “Band of 
Angels” (WB) opened big in N.Y. 
|and sturdily in Cincy. 

“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” (Par), 
champ in June, added sizeable 
grosses on scattered dates early in 
the month. “Rising Moon” (WB) 
scored heavily in first three weeks 
at N.Y. arty house. 


Home-Toll Ads 


Continued from page 5 Seems 

















| The aim is to catch the other five, 
= the lost audience, via home 
| toll. 

Programming is to be the re- 
| sponsibility of the franchise opera- 
tor, Novins reported. Telemeter’s 
rele is that of providing the factli- 
ties. 


Oiher points made: It would take 
at least three years to saturate a 
town such as Los Angeles with wir- 
ing and home units: In the discus- 
sion stage is a tieup with a major 
league baseball club (unidentified 
but reportedly the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers); costs are estimated at $100 
per home a part of which would be 
an allocation to cover studio con- 
struction; the cable system of home 
| toll could be iptegrated with the 
| broadcast counterpart if the latter 
|is approved by the Federal Com- 
| munications Commission; about 12 
| groups, “‘a number of them exhibi- 
| tors,” are negotiating for fran- 
| chises. 
& The sales pitch made by Tele- 
|meter reps is this: Regulation tv 
|is proving economically unsound; 
| home toll is needed to provide the 
|money for superior programming. 
| This programming will be in the 
form new motion pictures, major 
sports events, cultural and educa- 
| tional activities and new ideas even 
yet to be dreamed up. 





jon Fire” (M-G), “Love in After- 

|noon” (AA), “Tammy and Bache-| Interesting facet of Telemeter, 

lor” (U) and “Bambi” (BV) (re-|}as demonstrated, is the three-chan- 

| issue), |nel type of outlet. The home 
Several productions were just | viewer, upon donating to the coin 


getting launched or had been out 
only two weeks to any extent in 
July. Hence, they are not included 
jin July listings because the number 
\of playdates and money taken in 
|does not give a true picture of their 
|b.o. potential. In this category are 
\“Affair to, Remember” (20th), 
“Pride and Passion” (UA), 
jing You” (Par) and “Silk Stock- 
2 (M-G). 

| “Pride” was sixth and ninth on 
weekly ratings in two different 
| sessions. “Stockings” copped 
{second and fourth in two weeks. 
|“Affair” took second place one 
| stanza, while “Loving” was eighth 
{another round. All four films likely 
| will be heard from in the future. 

“Johnny Tremain” (BV), which 
|indicated high potential, managed 
to wind up ninth one stanza during 
the month. “The D.L.” (WB), sixth 
in June standings was eighth one 
round. “St. Joan” (UA), a major 
casualty, was a runner-up pie one 
week during July. 

“Hatful of Rain” (20th), just 
being launched, shapes potentially 
solid, being sock in Minneapolis 
and sturdy in second N.Y. week. 
Another newie “Tip On a Dead 
Jockey” ‘(M-G), was hotsy on 





“Lov- | 


box, would have his choice of three 
|sources of televised material on, 
| say, channels 6A, 6B and 6C. 


More Seats 


Continued from page 3 =e 





| 








| a lot better today despite the strong 
| competition from television. More 
| seats, of course, means a larger 
{operating .expense which, in the 
long run, means less profits in a 
period when the public is not as 
film-going conscious as it was 10 
years ago. 

- There are many industryites who 
feel that a halt must be made to 
theatre construction of all kinds. 
Others argue that the new thea- 
tres, both drive-in and four-wall 
situations, are merely replacing 
antiquated houses which have been 
abandoned or converted to other 
uses. However, it’s pointed out that 
the new theatres, particularly the 
drive-ins, provide more seats than 
ever existed before. And, its 
stressed, the more seats there are 
to fill under the present economic 
conditions of the film industry, the 
tougher it’ll be for the industry as 
a whole to wind up in the black. 
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Prov. Perking: ‘Loving’ 
Boff $12,500, ‘Rock’ Big 
126, ‘Fuzzy’ Fair 106 


Providence, Aug. 13. 

Sturdy film fare has most first- 
runs here happy for a change. 
Strand tops the list with “Loving 
You,” rated smash. RKO Albee 
is right up there with “Bambi,” 
sockeroo for an oldie. “Will Suc- 
cess Spoil Rock Hunter?” looms 
neat at Majestic. “Fuzzy Pink 
Nightgown” is just fair at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-85)— 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) and “Sec- 
rets of Reef” (Indie). Socko $11,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Walk In- 
to Hell” (Indie) and “Frontier 
Gambler” (AA), $7,000 

Majestic (S-W) (2,200; 65-80)— 
“Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter?” 
(20th) and “The Abductors” (20th). 
Neat $12,000. Last week, “Affair 
to Remember” (20th) and “Tempo 


of Tomorrow” (20th) (2d wk),? 
$7,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 65-80)— 


“Fuzzy Pink Nightgown” (UA) and 
“Iron Sheriff” (UA). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, “Gun Glory” (M-G) and 
“Living Idol” (M-G), $10,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 65-80) 
—‘“Loving You” (Par) and “Hold 
That Hypnotist” (Par). Smash 
$12,500. Last week, “Streets of 
Laredo” (Par) and “Whispering 
Smith” (AA) (reissues), $3,500 in 4 
days, 


‘Omar’ Giant $13,000, 
Port.; ‘Arrow’ Fat 9G 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 13. 

Biz continues strong at nearly 
all first-runs wita more and more 
managers doing excellent promo- 
tion, “Omar Khayyam” cashed in 
on world preem bally at Para- 
mount, with the opening day the 
biggest since 1955. “Run of Ar- 
row” is fast at the Fox while “Silk 
Stockings” looks neat at Liberty. 
“Bambi” still is solid in second 
Orpheum round. “Around World” 
stays for a smash 17th week at the 
Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (980; $2- 
$2.50) — “Around World” (UA) 
(17th wk). Smash $12,500. Last 
week, $12,200 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 

—“Run of Arrow” (RKO-U) and 
“Joe Dakota” (U). Loud $9,000. 
Last week, “Band of Angels” (WB) 
and “Suicide Missien” (Indie), $10,- 


100 

Guild (Indie) (400; 
bert Schweitzer” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Fancy $2,500. Last week, $2,800. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; 90- 
$1.25)—“Silk Stockings” ‘(M-G) 
and “The Seventh Sin” (M-G). 
Neat $8,000. Last week, “Man On 
Fire’ (M-G) and “Living Idol” 
(M-G) (5 days), $3,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1. 50)—* ‘Bambi” (BV) (reissue) 
and “Sierra Stranger” (Col) (2d 
wk). Pérky $10,000. Last week, 
$13,200. 

Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 90- 
$1.50\—"“Omar Khayyam” (Par) 
and “Gun Duel Durango” (UA). 
World bally helping. Smash $13,- 








000 or near. Last week, “Loving 

You” (Par) and “Hidden Fear” 

(UA) (2d wk), $6,300. 
CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 9) 


(4th wk), Tidy $17,000. Last 
week, $17,500. 
Palace (SW - Cinerama) (1,484; 


$1.25-$3.40) — “Seven Wonders of 


$1.25)—"Al- | 


LOS "ANGELES 
(Continued from page 8) 
$10,000. Last week, New Fox, 


Uptown with Hillstreet, “Beyond 
Mombasa” Sg “The Strange One” 


(Col), $10,400. 

EI Rey (FWC) .~ 90-$1.25) — 
“Royal Affairs in bps yaw 
(Indie). Small $2,500. Last week, 


“Something of Value” (M-G) (2d 
wk) and “This Could Be Night” 
(M-G), $2,300. 

Hillstreet (RKO) (2,752; 80-$1.80) 
—. “Guys and Dolls” (M-G) and 
“T'll Cry Tomorrow” (M-G) (re- 
issues). Slow $3,400. 

Orpheum, Iris, Four Star (Met- 
ropolitan-FWC-UATC) 2,213; 756; 
865; 90-$1.80)—“Loving You” (Par) 
(2d wk) and “Fighting Trouble” 
(AA) (Orpheum only). Modest $11,- 
300. Last week, $18,800. 

State, Hawaii (UATC-G&S) (2,- 
404; 1,106; 80-$1. 5 Glory” 
(M-G) and “Tarzan Safari” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Mild 1S 000. Last 
week, $20,600. 

Pantages (RKO) (2,812; 80-$1.80) 
—-"“Silk Stockings” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Strong $10,000. Last week, $12,200. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 

—‘“Love Is Splendored Thing” 
(20th) and “Coins in Fountain” 
(20th) (reissues) (2d wk). Nice 
$3.500. Last week, $4,200. 

Fox Beverly (FWC) (1,334; 80- 
$1.50\—“Love in Afternoon” (AA) 
(2d wk). Fine $6,300. Last week, 
$13.500, with Egyptian 

inese (FWC) (1,908; $2-$2.40) 


BROADWAY 


(Continued from pa;: 2) 
day (11) was $11,000. House 
reverted back to ord and the- 
atre closed out run after last Sun- 
oy Fa Second full week was 


Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
$1.80) — “Bambi” (BV) (reissue) 
(4th wk). This round endi 
day (Wed.) looks like fancy $8,000. 
Third week, $9,500. “Last Bridge” 
(Union) opens Aug. 20. 


“Man of Thousand Faces” >. 
Given special preem last —_ 
(Tues.), with regular run starting 
teday (Wed.). Launches house on 
first-run straight-film policy, the- 
atre being closed after last Thurs- 
day to prep for this new setup. In 
ahead, “Run of Arrow” (U) with 
vaudeville, fine $16,500. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
$2)—“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) 
(2d wk). Initial week ended last 
night (Tues.) was terrific $72,000, 
including midnight preview on 
night of Aug. 6. This is best for 
straight-film policy here in two 
years. Last week, “Band of An- 
gels” (WB) (4th wk-6 days), $19,- 
000. 


Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80\—“Passionate Summer” 
(Kingsley) (4th wk). Third round 
ended Friday (9) was big $7,500. 
Second was $8,000, way over fore- 
east. Current (4th) week may top 
third round. Pic looks in for run. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


fellers' (6,200; 95-$2.85)—“Silk 
Stockings” (M-G) and stageshow 
(4th wk). Current week ending to- 


day (Wed.) looks to climb to sock 
$149,000. Third was $148,500. 
Stays a fifth, with a sixth week 





“Affair to Remember” (20th) 
(4th wk). Nifty $15,000. Last! 
week, $16,000. | 


Hollywoed Paramount (F&M) 


(1,468; 90-$1.80) — “Beau James” 

(Par) (6th wk). Stout $5,800. 

week, $6.800. 
Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2.296: 


$1.50-$2.40)—“Pride and _ Passion” | 
(UA) 2-4 wk). Tidy $10,500. Last 
week, $12,300. 

Warner Hollywood (SW - Cine-|* 
rama) (1,384: $1.20-$2.65)—‘“Seven 
Wonders” (Cinerama). Started 
10t, week on Sunday (11) after 
sock $41,900 last. week. 

Carthay (‘FWC) (1.138: $1.75- 
$3.50\—“Around World 80 Days”! 
(UA) (34th wk). Capacity $27,200. 
Last week, ditto. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612: 
$1.50-$2.30)—"10 Commandments” 
(Par) (39th wk). Boffo $16,500. 
Last week. $16,000. 

Canon ‘Rosener) (533; $1.50)— 
“Grand Maneuver” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Mild $3,000. Last week, $3,700. 

Crest, Sunset (Lippert - Cohen) 
(800; 540: $1.25-%1.50)\—“Time of 
Desire” (Indie) Fancy 


yeek, $8,900. 
Vagabond (Rosener) (390; $1.50) 
—“Torero” (Col) (4th wk). Good 
$5,000. Last week, $5,200. 


BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 


week ended Saturday (10) 
good $9,000 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10) 

—‘Delicate Delinquent” (Par) and 
“Hot Rod Rumble” (AA) (2d _ wk). 
Hotsy $6,000 or close for Jerry 
Lewis pic. ‘Last week, $8, 

Gary (Sack) (1,340; 90-$1.80)— | Sew 
“Pride and Passion” (UA). Smash 
$35,006 or near opened the new 
Gary, former Plymouth legit 
house. Block long lines, with ra- 
dio and tv used as newspaper 
strike started. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 
—‘“Figaro, Barber Seville” (Indie) 
on Oke $5,000. Last week, 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 75-$1.10) 

—“Night Passage” (U) and 
“Weapon” (2d wk). Fine $12,000. 
Last week. $15.000 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 90- 
$1.25) — “Affair to Remember” 
(20th) (3d = Neat $12,000. 


week, $14,000. 
t (NET) (1,700; 60-$1) 





was 


—“Delicate Delinquent” (Par) and Ope 


possible. 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) 
—“Around World” (UA) (4th wk). 
,The 43d round completed yester- 
day (Tues.) was capacity. $37,100 
for 11 performances. The 42d 
week was the same for like num- 
bers of shows. 

Plaza (Brecher) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
‘Constant Husband” (Indie) (3d 
wk). This week ending today 
(Wed.) is heading for trim $5,800. 
Second was $7,500. “Love in After- 
noon” (AA) opens here Aug. 23, 
day-date with Paramount. 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5.717; $1.25- 
$2.50\—“Affair To Remember” 
(20th) and stageshow (4th wk). 
This session finishing tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks to edge up to good 
$76,000. Third was $75,000. Cur- 
rent week was helped by preview 
Monday (12) night. “Sun Also 
Rises” (20th) now due in on Aug. 
23, but may open later in month. 

State (Loew) (3,450; 78-$1.75)— 
“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA) (7th 
wk). This frame finishing up to- 
day (Wed.) looks like solid $17,000 
or near. Last week, $18,500. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75)— 
“Doetor At Large” (U) (3d wk). 
Second round ended Saturday (10) 
was sock $12,000. First was $14,- 
400 


Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
$1-$1.50)—“Escapade” (DCA) (2d 
wk). Initial session ended Sunday 
(11) was good $7,500. In ahead, 
“La Strada” (T-L) (55th wk), $3,900, 
to wind a terrific run in which 
— was grossed in the 55 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-$2) 

—“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (5th wk). 
Fourth stanza finished yesterday 
(Tues.) was sturdy $18,000 or near. 
Third was $19,000. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600; 
$1.20-$3.50) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (7ist week). The 70th 
round ended Saturday (10) was 
great $33,900, notice of pic near- 
ing end of run and cooler weather 
giving it a hefty boost. The 69th 
week was $31,800. “Search For 
Paradise” (Cinerama) due to open 
Sept. 24. 

World (Times) (501; 95-$1.50)— 
“It Happened in Park” (Ellis). 
ned Monday (12). In ahead, 
“Stella” (Burstyn) (9th wk). was 





World” (Cinerama) (34th wk). Bof-| «fy , 

fo $37,000, Last week, $34,000. STOO ee Saab00. Ta | mild $2,800. Eighth week, $3,600. 

eS ee at bpereios™ Pilgrim (NET) (1,100; 65-95)— F 

‘Pickup Alley” (Col) and “Burglar” |«Giant Claw” (Col) and “Night 

(Col) (2d wk). Smash $14,000. Last; World Exploded” (Col). Bright SAN FRANCISCO 

week, $23, $12,000. Last week, “Land Un-} (Continued from page 8) 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 90-| known” (U) and “Joe Dakota” (U), wk). Good $2,200, same as first 


$1.80)—“Pride and Passion”. (UA)! $9 900 


Nay wk). Big $18,000. Last week, 


$20,900. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.25) 

—‘“Rising of Moon” (WB). Chip- 

* Bo age’ Last weék, $6,000. 

s Cinestage (Todd) (1,036; 

$1. as “50)—" Around World in 80 
Days” (UA) (19th wk). Capacity 
$25.000. Last week. $24,800. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90- 
$1.50)\—"“‘Love in Afternoon” (AA) 
(2d — Fine $19,500. Last week, 


$19,300 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 
$1.50)—“Man on Fire” (M-G). Hot 
,000. Last week, “Something of 
Value” (M-G) (6th wk), $18,000. 
World (Indie) (606; 90)—‘Invi- 
tation to Dance” (M-G) (6th wk). 


Durable $2,800. Last week, $3,200.' $11 


90-| (M-G) (2d wk). 





Saxon (Sack) (1,100; $1.50-$3.30) 
—"Around World” (UA) (19th wk. 
The 18th week ended Friday (9) 
was great $28,008. Last week, 


same. 
Trans-Lux (Trans-Lux) eg B= 
$1.10\—“It Happened in 
(Indie). Good $5.500. Last A 
“Naked Night” (Indie) and “Dark 
River” Gade) (3d wh), $3.500. 


Gaytown '(2,900; 75- 
$1.25) — “Silk Stockings” (M-G) 
and “Decision Against Time” 
Hot $12,000. Last 
week, $18.000 
State 


(Loew) (3.600: 75-$1.25)— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) and “De- 


_ (S.F. Theatres) (364; $1.25) 

—“John and Julie” (Indie). Fair 
$2,000. Last week, “Gold of Naples” 
(DCA) (10th wk), $2,100. 

Bridge (Schwarz) (396; $1.25) — 
“Third Key” (Rank) (6th wk). Hep 
$2,000. Last week, $2,000. 

Coronet ‘United California) 
(1,250; $1.50-$3.75) — “Around 
World in 80 er" (UA) (33d wk). 
Great $30,000 st week, $24,500... 

Rio (Schwarz) (397; $1.10) — 
“1905” (Indie). Fair $1, Last 
week, “Wild Oat” (Indie) and “Big 
Day” (Indie) (2d wk), $1,500. 

Presidio (Hardy-Parsons) (764; 
$1.25-$1.50) — “Lost Continent” 





cision Against Time” (M-G) (2d 
wk). _— $8,000. Last week, 


’ 


(Cont) (4th wk). Socko $4,000. 
Last week, same. 


‘o-| comer, “Bambi,” 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 95-$1.80)—| © 


‘Bambi’ Sturdy $18,000, 


Buffalo, Aug. 13. 


here’ currently, 


overs for their strength. Lone new. 
oo at Lafayette. “Pride and Pas- 
sion” 
round at Buffalo while 
ou” is barely good in first hold- 
over session at Paramount, showing 
a sharp dip from opener. 
To Remember” still is great in | 
third stanza at the Center. “Around 
World in 80 Days” looms sturdy in 
19th week at Century. 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew) (3,000; 50-$1.50) 
— “Pride and Passion” (2d wk). 

Potent $17,000. Last week, $29,000. 
Paramount 


r85) — “Lovin 
“Rock, Rock, 


You” (Par) and 
ock” (DCA) (2d wk). 


Good $11,000. Last week, $18,000. | 


Center (AB-PT) (2,000; 60-85)— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (3d 
wk). Still a at $11,000, Last) 
week, $12,000 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; .50-85)— 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) and “Hold 
That Hypnotist” (Indie). Fancy 
$18,000. Last week, “Midnight | 
Story” (U) and “Girl in Kremlin” 
(U), $8,000. 

Century (Buhawk) (1,400; 
$3)—“Around World” (UA) (19th 
wk). Neat $10,000. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Teck (SW-Cinerama) (1,200; 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Seven Wonders oi 
World” (Cinerama) (50th wk). 
Strong $8,000. Last week, $8,500. 


“Bachelor Party” (UA) (5th wk). 
Stalwart $1,000. Last week, $2,000. 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 9) 
final wk). Satisfactory $12,000 after 
$17,000 in second. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,174; 70-90)— 
“Bambi” «BV) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Bright $9,000 after $13,000 opener. 
Stays on. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,859; 90-$1. 50)— 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (2d wk). 
Big $24,000 after $34,000 in first. 
Continues indef. 

Metropolitan (SW) (1,100; 80- 
$1.10) — “Band of Angels” (WB). 
Solid $13,000. Last week, “Curse 
of Frankenstein” (WB) and “The 
Unknown” (WB), $15,500 in 10 
days. 





“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (2d wk). 
This never got far despite crix 
kudos. This week is mild $9,000 | 
after disappointing $14,000 in first. 


laza (T-L) (277; 90-$1.50) — 
demoiselle Striptease” (Indie) 
(3d wk). Steady $3, after $4,000 


in second. Stays. 

Trans-Lux ‘T- L) (600; 90-$1.25)— 
“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (2d. wk). 
Husky $14,000 after smash $16,00¢ 
last week, and above estimate. 
Stays. 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$3)— 
“Around World in 80 Days 
(19th wk). Socko $21,000. Last 
week, $22,000. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,300: 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Seven Wonders of | 


ing $14,000 after hitting $16,000 | 
last week. Tourists continue to be | 
mainstay of this. Stays. 


Dallas Mgr. ‘Shook Up’ 
By Presley Pix Fans 


Dallas, Aug. 13. 

Forrest Thompson, manager of 
the Majestic Theatre here, oper- | 
ated by the Interstate Theatre Cir- 
cuit, says he is “all shook up” from | 
fighting off Elvis Presley fans who 
have been stripping pictures from 
the display windows in front of the 
theatre where “Loving You” is cur- 
rently playing. 

He said Presley fans scream and 
applaud every time their ido! sings | 
a song in the pic. Thompson noted 
quite a _ difference when Pat 
Boone’s iams attended “Bernar- 
dine,” saying they were more re- 
served. 


Bomb Scare in San Antone 


San Antonio, Aug. 13. 

A bomb hoax closed Joske's of 
Texas, a department store here 
Friday afternoon, when somebody 
phoned the switchboard operator 
and said a time bomb had been 
placed on the first !oor. None was 
found. 

Shortly afterwards, a man called 
Gloria Castillo, cashier at the 
Prince Theatre-and told her that 
a bomb had been planted in the 
cinema. The manager, Charles 
Wolfe, 
structure was thoroughly searched, 











but again nothing was found. 


Buff; ‘Pride’ Lusty 176 


Biz generally is on moderate side | 
with  first-run | 
houses having to depend on hold- | 


is fancy on reissue | 


shapes very tall in second | 
“Loving | 


“Affair | 


(AB-BT) (3,000; 60-) 


$1.50-— 


Cinema (Martina) (450; 60-90) — ! 


Palace (Loew) (2,360; 85-$1.25)— | 


"* (UA) | 


World” (Cinerama) (33d wk). Pleas- | 


quickly called police. The | 


DeMille Run: 
$185,000 Gross, 
Capacity of 879 


Kansas City, Aug. 13. 

Run of 24 weeks by “The fen 
Commandments” which ended July 
31 in the Roxy Theatre here is be- 
lieved to have set * ~°cord for ex- 
tended time and total*gross by a 
regular film production. During is 
| longstay picture racked up a total 
}of $185,000, an excellent showing 
in a house of 879 capacity. 
| Picture led off with a gross of 
| $16,000 in its opening week, itself 
a record for the house, never went 
below the $5,000 mark for a weekly 
| total, and closed its final week in a 
blaze of glory at $11,000. 

These figures were chalked up on 
,a scale topped by £2. with a range 
cown to 90c for students. Officials 
| ot the Durwood circuit, which owns 
jand operates the house, tab it as 
one of the most successful engage- 
ments. 

Nearest extended run _ entry, 
| oddly enough, is e!so a DeMille pro- 
duction, “Greatest Show on Earth” 
which had six weeks at the next 
deor Paramount Theatre and 
played at $1.25 top. 


Buddy Rogers First Film 
In 15 Yrs. Ovens Sept. 1 
At His Kansas Home 


Kansas City, Aug. 13. 

Premiere of Columbia's “The 
Parson and the Out aw” has been 
set for nearby Olathe, Kans., for 
| Sept. 1 in connection with Cen- 
‘tennial week there. Buddy Rogers, 
who produced the film and plays 
the role of the parson, will be on 
hand. It's the actor’s home burg. 

Picture is to play a week in the 
Trail Theatre at Olathe as part of 
the deal and will spill over into 
the metropolitan K. C. area for a 
four-play date at the Dickinson, 
G'en, Shawnee Drive-in and Lea- 
wood Drive-in Theatres of the 
Dickinson circuit, which also oper- 
ates the Trail, Kansas C‘t~ proper 
showing begins on Sept. 4, Wed- 
nesday being the reguiar change 
day for the four theatres. 

Columbia Pictures exnects that 
another personality probably will 
make the Olathe date to team with 
Rogers. The picture is Rogers’ 
first acting stint in 15 years. 


Ricketson Cues Cheers 


Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 

Southern California division 
convention of National Thea- 
tres personnel gets underway here 
Friday (16), the first in a se- 
ries of seven such conclaves for 
the 250 theatre chain. Parleys 
— called by Frank H. Ricketson, 

general manager of the circuit, 
} ri plan a course of “dynamic action 
to generate new prosperity” for 
| the houses. 

Ricketson will preside at all 
meetings. Southern California 
division involves 125 delegates who 
will meet in all-day session. Other 
meetings will be held in Seattle, 
Aug. 20; San Francisco, Aug. 22; 
Kansas City, Aug. 27: Denver, 
Sept. 4; Salt Lake City, Sept. 6, 
and Phoenix, Sept. 10. 


‘PARADISE’ IN DALLAS OCT. 2 
Dallas, Aug. 13. 

Newest Cinerama production, 
“Search for Paradise,” will reopen 
the midtown Melba Oct. 2. House 
has been closed since May when 

“Seven Wonders of the World” 
ended a year’s run, following the 
| Similar runs of “This Is Cinerama 
Holiday.” 

Fourth offering will have a press 
preview Oct. 1 and it's expected 
that the opening will be sponsored 
by a local charity, per usual. 


New Yo York Theatre | 
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Film Reviews - 
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Back From the Dead 
bination of soui transmigration and 
black magic. Peggie Castie, is chief 
victim, married to Arthur Franz. 
She becomes possessed by malevo- 
lent spirit of Franz’ departed first 
wife. Seems tha& first wife had 
been involved in evil-worshipping 
sect headed by Otto Reichow. 

Sister Marsha Hunt, Franz and 
sympathetic neighbor Don Hag- 
gerty fight against new Miss Castle 
and accompanying mumbo-jumbo, 
finally breaking up a blood sacri- 
fice ceremony with another neigh- 
bor as intended victim. At this 
point, Reichow gets plugged by a 
rejected disciple, Marianne Stew- 
art, and Miss Castle returns to her 
former self 

Director Charles Marquis War- 
ren shows a distinct improvement 
with this effort, managing several 
scenes of considerable promise. 
However, he can't make the piot- 
ting come out even. 


Actors are briskly competent, if | 


not always able to convince. With 
best roles, Misses Castle and Hunt 
are both attractive and properly 
disturbed, although in different 
ways. Franz is hampered by weak 
part, but Haggerty is good as the 
stalwart neighbor. As heavies, Miss 
Stewart and Reichow are okay. 
James Bell andy Helen Wallace, as 
parents of dead first wife, also 
register, although scripting is more 
than ordinarily murky here. 
Ernest Haller’s photography, 
especially locations in Laguna area, 
is clean and sharp. For expectant 
suburbanites and home-builders, 


James W. Sullivan's settings are 
most interesting. Kove. 
The Flesh Is Weak 


(BRITISH) 
New British pie puts spotlight 
on prostitution, but makes 
only mild impact. 


Londen, Aug. 6. 


Eros (Raymond Stross) preduction and 
release. Stars John Derek, Milly Vitale 
Directed by Don Chaffey. Screenplay, Lee 
Vance; camera, Stephen Dade; music, 
Tristram Cary. At Cameo-Royal, London. 
Running time, 88 MINS, 

Tony Giani Jobn Derek 
Marissa Cooper Milly Vitale 


Lioyd Buxton 
Angelo Giani 

rixie ‘ 
Inspector Kingcombe 
Henry . 


William Franklyn 
Martin Benson 
Freda Jackson 

Norman Wooland 





Millie Patricia Jesse 
> PROMS cocesennavewuass ohn Paul 
PENG «+. 00 cvhadereseawas Denis Shaw 
DE. 4+.c0 cd ondhdwaweee Joe Robinson 
- ....+ +6 oeeaeceeeaa Roger Snowden 
Doris Newman ........+. Patricia Plunkett 
BE on + 0s 00s copennenn Vera_Day 
Susan ... Shirley Ann Field 
Salvi Charles Lioyd Pack 





It is difficult to know what pro- 
ducer Raymond Stross had in mind 
with “The Flesh is Weak,” a study 
of prostitution in London's sleazy 
West End. As a social document, 
it makes only the mildest impact 
and fails lamentably to say any- 
thing new or penetrating about an 
urgent problem. As entertainment, 
it is rather mediocre stuff which 
likely will bore the discerning pa- 
tron and sadly disappoint those in 
search of cheap thrills. Stross 
must be relying, optimistically. on 
the film's “X" certificate (which 
bars under 16's) as a magnet for 
béxoffice returns. 

Obviously based on the notori- 
ous Messina vice gang, whose evil 
activities have helped to make 
London's West End a cesspool, Lee 
Vance's stereotyped screenplay 
gives an authentic glimpse of Lon- 
don nightlife, but has nothing new 


or worthwhile to say about the 
vice racket. Never once does the 
treatment penetrate the mind of 
the streetwalkers nor is there 


more than a superficial insight into 


what makes a pimp tick. 
Story tells of a decent, unsophis- 


ticated girl who comes up from 
the country to find a career in 
London. She falls in love with a 


young man who turns out to be one 
of the Giani brothers, head boys in 
the flesh-peddling business. She is 
corrupted 


assault charge before she can be 


persuaded by a journalist to give 


he e tal a oe, | Well; camera, Otto Heller; edétor, Alan 
t € evidence which puts her lover | Usbiston: music, William Alwyn. At 
behind bars, | Odeon, Marble Arch, London. July ¥&. 
Milly Vitale, as the girl, and | ‘57. Running time, 95 MINS. 
John Derek, as the unscrupulous | Prothero ...... et . Trevor Howard 
oe thug are “i - Bleloc Leslie Weston 
young thug, are convineing enodgh. — Donald Pleasence 
So are Martin Benson, the leader| tommy ....... ... Jack McGowran 
of the gang. and William Franklyn, Mess aes +: oe a 
P g he cr j > ellington Jones . . Harcourt Curacao 
om as the crusading newspaper Mr ., Go natackaat Barry Lowe 
scribe. rh esr Pedro Armendariz 
Patricia Jessel, Patricia Plunkett, | Official ............ . Juan Carolilla 
Vera Day and Shirley Ann Field tn amy pene, to cate oo — 
re . a 7 a eee oger gado 
a me as assorted prostieS | Manuela ........+++s--++= Elsa Martinelli 
while Harold Lang and Denis Shaw | Pereira ...........-...0 es Harold Kasket 
score as slimy panders. But the| Bliss .............eseee Max Butterfield 
best performance comes from ae 2909 -s0qnes ra ct eeseees ey, 2... 
Freda Jackson, who portrays aM} Patron .).21.°22/2225!!" Avmando Guinle | 
aging harlot, still human eno Coca-Cola man ........... Michael Peake 
to be sympathetic with the girl’s 
plight. Ivan Foxwell has come up with 


“Flesh is Weak” could have been 


becomes a streetwalker | 
and lands in jail on a framed-up | 


a searing and courageous exposure 
of a social sore, but it merely flirts 
with the subject. By compromise, 
it ends up as a sordid, depressing 


rects competently, but without 
originality. Rich. 
Hell Drivers 
(BRITISH) 





Unabashed meller with Stan- 
ley Baker as ex-convict truck 
driver involved in a racket. 
Fair prospects. 


‘London, July 25. 
Rank production and release. Directed 
by C. Raker Endfield; produced by S 
Benjamin Fisz. Stars Stanley Baker, Her- 
bert Lom, Peggy Cummins, Patrick Mc- 
Goohan, Screenplay, John Kruse and C. 















little yarn which Don Chaffey di-| 


|tional appeal, which should hit 
| sturdy results in most territories. 
|It has already been acquired for 
| the States by Paramount which put 
}up an advance of $280,000—one of 
advances ever 
made for a British release. 

By way of a concession, Foxwell 
has made an alternative ending 
|available for the American mar- 
| ket, but the unhappy fadeout, as 
shown in Britain, carries more 
conviction and appers to be more 
logical. The alternative would de- 
finitely appear to be out of charac- 
ter . 

The - three’ principal players, 
Trevor Howard, Pedro Armendariz 
and Elsa Martinelli, are not too 
| well known in America but their 
performances have the stamp of 
|authority and sincerity. Howard 
plays the captain of a tramp, “43 
lvears old and up to the ears in 
a'conol,” who suddenly finds him- 
sclf emotionally involved with Elsa 
Martinelli, who had been smuggled 
onto his freighter by his chief en- 








New York Sound Track 
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in the South have deleted the scene in “Band of Angels” in which 
| Sidney Poitier whams Yvonne DeCarlo. 


Ever since the Minneapolis Star-Tribune Aquatennial celebration 
| show, Jayne Mansfield has been a target for feminine adverse criticisms 
in that area directed at her “immodest” attire. Repercussions bein 
felt two weeks after her departure. Columnist Cedric Adams himsel 
ran in full in his column a letter from a Mrs. Robert Anderson taking 
him to task for his shenanigans with Miss Mansfield in the show. 

“I hope you have a mental picture of yourself with your tape meas- 
ure and that bleached blonde kissing you,” said Mrs. Anderson’s letter. 
“And a recording of an all-time low in interviewing. We women ave not 
jealous of Jayne Mansfield. We hold only disgust for her and a new 
low of respect for you drooling grandfathers.” (Adams is 52). 

Frank Capra will produce-direct “Hole in the Head” for Frank 
Sinatra’s Hobart Productions .. . Gena Rowlands, from Broadway, co- 
stars with Jose Ferrer in Metro’s “Bay the Moon”... Allen Reisner 
draws director reins on Paramount's “St. Louis Blues,’ W. C. Handy 


biopic. 


Downtown Boston film houses reported “no effect” Sunday (11) from 
the newspaper strike which blacked out the Sunday editions with their 
amusement sections The new Gary, caught with its opening, Friday 
(9), night the strike was called, switched to heavy use of radio spots 


Victor Rosen: he's collaborator not ghost of Charles Ceburn’s auto- 
biog. “The Green Door” is not the title; the actual tag is a well-kept 
secret .. . Redbook’s critic Florence Somers’ September film of month 




















WB’s ‘Prince’ Tops 
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Detroit preem week. “Band of 
| Angels” (WB) opened big in N.Y. 
| and sturdily in Cincy. 

“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” (Par), 
|}champ in June, added sizeable 
grosses on scattered dates early in 
the month. “Rising Moon” (WB) 


Raker Endfield; comers, Geottrey Uns-| ginner, Pedro Armendariz. The 
worth; editor, John D. Guthridge; music, attar . 
Hulbert Clifford. At Gaumont, Haymarket, wt r, an ox of a man, had one 
Londun, July 23, ’57. Running time, 168 | | om — by wags got 
| MINS. the waif on board ship, but e - 
LOOM sisvvessrocceverevecs Stanley Bake r|skipper thought otherwise. The | and tv plugs, and nabbed block long lines all day. 
be rebel, fig tc on mh it scene in which the engineer is 
| Pear Patrick McGoohan | beaten up by Howard, before being 
COPS csc vevent nas William Hartnell ace } -oole is 
SEs wceanecatatccant . "Wiltria Lawson | ?! ced Pa aa yet is a tough ; D 
ih ad , Silt’ Ireland wher © ake “plenty of drama is “Pajema Game” (WB). 
Ju i relanc *r é enity 
Tinker Alfie Bass| when the captain ignores the ur-|== 
Scottie .....ce.0% . Gerdon Jackson . A in at 
DEE dicendubesnwetns David McCallum | gent pleas of his sanctimonious 
RR AP Ser Seah Connery | first mate and continues his love- 
sn Ee Wensley Pithey | making session with the girl while 
WO Dae veces vce George Murceli ‘ . ‘ “ - 
Ma West .” Marjorie Rhodes | the ship’s on fire. Eventually, they 
Blonde : pate era Day have to abandon the vessel and == 
other ° eatrice rley 1 P 28 ¢ ’ ‘ 
Assistant Manager......-. Robin Bailey Howard sees that he and the girl : ‘ : 
Spinster ee ececee Jean St. Clair are in separate boats — and are |b.o, strength over a period of two 
— tte beet eeeee Fo og Bot oe never reunited. | months. 
POOR cv evorcccescceses ohn orsle ce Martinealli’c > ~ " . 
| NUPSO . «cee seerecess Marianne Stone fi s Martine -- A pe : : = ee “Seven Wonders of World” 
Barber Joe Ronald Clarke a taco rmerny aaa pos A | (Cinerama). too, held to its June 
-_ 1 “ ne | eas . pes . Ps 
“Hell Drivers” is a slab of un- with Howard. Armendariz is com- |P0Sition, again finishing — 
| abashed melodrama, which, thanks | pletely believable as the brute of eC new re a helping. 
lto its title and the growing popu- ar engineer, who sees a natural | 1 ommandments ar) again 


| larity of Stanley Baker, could prove 
a useful attraction in the home 
market. But it lacks star b.o. appeal 
and is unlikely te create much of 
a stir elsewhere. 

The story has to do with the 
lrivalries of a gang of haulage 
|truck drivers, operating between 
| gravel pits and a construction site. 
| Stanley Baker is an exconvict who 


| 


; | gets a job as one of these drivers 


}and immediately falls foul of Pa- 
trick MeGoohan, the firm’s ace 
driver. Baker discovers that Mc- 
|Geohan and William Hartnell, the 
manager, are running a racket. 
The head office pays basic salaries 
for five more drivers than Hartnell 
hires. By overworking the-drivers | 
Hartnell keeps the daily schedule | 
of runs up to par and he and Mc-| 
Goohan split the extra cash. The_ 
drama comes to an uneasy head) 
when Baker's lorry is doctored, his , 
Italian pal is killed and the villains | 
of the piece come to a sticky end. 
over the edge of a convenient 
quarry. 

Though said to be based on real 
happenings, it is difficult to credit 
that such slap-happy drivers can 
infest British country lanes w'th- 
out protest by the public or inter- 
vention by the police. 

C. Raker Endfield’s direction is 
straightforward and conventional 
| but some of the speed sequences 
|provide some _ tingling thrills 
| Acting is adequate, but uninspired. 
| Sianley Baker gives a forceful per- | 
|formance of restrainéd strength 
‘and Herbert Lom has some neat 
|moments as his Italian buddy 
| Patrick McGoohan (a young actor 
| who is potentially one of Britain’s 





| 


| best) gives an exaggerated study * 


las the villain. Peggy Cummins, as 
la village vamp, fails to spark a 
|tepid love interest and there are 
,a few routine cameos by Sidney 
James, Alfie Bass and Wilfrid Law- 
| son. y Rich. 





Manuela 
(BRITISH) 
Sexy, sadistic and adult with 
pronounced international b.o-. 
values. Bright prospects. 





London, July 23. 

British Lion release (Paramount releas 
ing in U. S.) of an Ivan Foxwell Produc 
tion, Stars Trevor Howard, Pedro Armen- 
dariz and 1s} Martinelli. Produced by 
Ivan Foxwell; directed by Guy Hamilton: 
| Screenplay, William Woods, in gollabora- 
tion with Guy Hamilton and Ivan Fox 














an adult motion picture of interna- 


| seript. 


affinity between his’ mode of life 
and that of his skipper’s. Donald 


Pleasence, as the Bible-reading first |end of engagements in some smal- | 


mate, stands out in a highly pro- 
fessional supporting cast. Guy 
Hamilton’s terse direction takes 
\full advantage of the dramatic 
potentialities of the story. 

Myro. 








Bestseliers 
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read the galley proofs of the Book- 
of-the-Month selections.” 


Airing another writers’ griev- 
ance, he adds, “The synepsis step 
shouldn't be the final say. The 


producer should read the original 
Then perhaps he'd know 
what he bought.” 

At the same time, script regis- 
tration department of WGAW re- 
leased figures indicating that fewer 
original stories for the screen are 
being registered. In the 1938-1952 
period, 65° of generally recog- 
nized hit pix were based on original 
stories, WGAW figures’ show. 
Among these were such as “Going 
My Way.” “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” “Ninotchka” and “Mr. 
Deeds Goes to Town.” However, in 
1953-56 period, figure sinks to 28%, 
WGAW reports. 

According to Guild spokesman, 
quality of submissions has little to 
do with lessening output, as 
claimed -by some producers. In- 
stead, producers have become more 
dependent “on the banker for fi- 
nancing, and the banker prefers 
to back pix made from hit novels 
or legit shows, as a measure of 
greater loan security, Guild execs 
claim. If trend continues, fewer 
good pix will be turned out in fu- 
ture, since supply of hit books or 
plays is comparatively limited. 
Thus, all efforts of the film indus- 
try to hike biz via promotional 


|held in fifth spot as in June al- 
|though obviously it is nearing the 


|ler key cities. Cecil DeMille epic 
jis starting out in first subsequent 
|playdates, opening in _ several 
|theatres in representative areas 
like Philadelphia and Baltimore. 
it is scoring even more sensa- 
| {ional returns then in many first- 
run dates. 

“Night Passage” (U*%, just get- 
ting started near the end of July, 
managed to push up to sixth place, 
copping third-place ratings on two 
successive weeks. “Delicate Delin- 
quent” (Par) was a close seventh 
though never rising higher than 
fifth position in weekly ratings. 
“Sweet Smell of Success” 
wound up eighth. 

“Bernardine” (20th) displayed 
enough strength to cop ninth. “Fire 
Down Below” (Col) finished 10th 
although sixth one week. Pic came 
out about the time a whole batch of 
strong entries were being launched, 
and found the going rather tough 
at the outset. 

“Something of Value” (M-G) 
; was in much the same category but 





| managed to take 1lth-place money. | 


“Beau James” (Par) rounds out 
ithe Golden Dozen for July. It 
{never rose above 10th place in 
weekly ratings of Varrery. 

. There was a whole string of 
runner-up pictures which just 





|missed the Top 12 list. This group 
is headed by “Curse of Franken- 
stein (WB), a seventh-place winner 
j one week but tending to taper after 
opening weeks. Others were “Man 
jon Fire” (M-G), “Love 
j}noon” (AA), “Tammy 
jlor” (U)-and “Bambi” 
| issue), 

Several productions were just 
getting launched or had been out 
only two weeks to any extent in 
July. Hence, they are not included 


in After- 


BV) (re- 


jin July listings because the number | 


(UA) | 


and Bache- 


ey-x- heavily in first three weeks 
| at N.Y. arty house. 








| Home-Toll Ads 


| 
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| The aim is to catch the other five, 
— the lost audience, via home 
toll. 

| Programming is to be the re- 
| sponsibility of the franchise opera- 
|tor, Novins reported. Telemeter’s 
role is that of providing the facili- 
ties. 

Other points made: It would take 

| at least three years to saturate a 
| town such as Los Angeles with wir- 
ing and home units: In the discus- 
sion stage is a tieup with a major 
league baseball club (unidentified 
but reportedly the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers); costs are estimated at $100 
per home a part of which would be 
an allocation to cover studio con- 
struction; the cable system of home 
toll could be iptegrated with the 
broadcast counterpart if the latter 
|is approved by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission; about 12 
groups, “‘a number of them exhibi- 
tors,” are negotiating for fran- 
chises. 
. rhe sales pitch made by Tele- 
meter reps is this: Regulation tv 
is proving economically unsound; 
| home toll is needed to provide the 
|money for superior programming. 
| This programming will be in the 
|form new motion pictures, major 
| sports events, cultural and educa- 
| tional activities and new ideas even 
yet to be dreamed up. 

Interesting facet of Telemeter, 
as demonstrated, is the three-chan- 
nel type of outlet. The home 
| viewer, upon donating to the coin 
box, would have his choice of three 
| sources of televised material on, 
| say, channels 6A, 6B and 6C. 














campaigns will fail, WGAW con-}0f Playdates and money taken in| 


tends, 











Stanley Meyer 
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is now charged by Loew manage- 
ment that when Meyer decided the 
Vogel team sought harmony he ‘in- 
terpreted this as a “peace at any 
price” policy of weakness and re- 
entered the fray. 

Affidavits will disclose’ that 
Meyer repudiated an ambition to 
assume the Loew presidency and 
conceded himself too young. He’d 
be satisfied with a television ex- 
ecutive post. He is then said to 
have glowingly praised Vogel’s 
compentency, the very issue since 
questioned by the Mayer-Tomlin- 
son-Meyer trio. Meyer apparently 
approached Nizer on his (Meyer's) 
| assurance from Nate Blumberg of 
| Universal that the lawyer was 
| trustworthy. Blumberg is Meyer's 
' father-in-law, 


|does not give a true picture of their 
b.o. potential. In this category are 
|“Affair to, Remember” (20th), 
“Pride and Passion” (UA), “Lov- 
ing You” (Par) and “Silk Stock- 
| ings” (M-G). 

| “Pride” was sixth and ninth on 
weekly ratings in two different 
| sessions. “Stockings” copped 
/second and fourth in two weeks. 
|“Affair” took second place one 
| stanza, while “Loving” was eighth 
{another round, All four films likely 
| will be heard from in the future. 
| “Johnny Tremain” (BV), which 
indicated high potential, managed 
to wind up ninth one stanza during 
the month. “The D.1.” (WB), sixth 
in June standings was eighth one 
round. “St. Joan” (UA), a major 
casualty, was a runner-up pie one 
week during July. 

“Hatful of Rain” (20th), just 
being launched, shapes potentially 
solid, being sock in Minneapolis 
and sturdy in second N.Y. week. 
Another newie “Tip On a Dead 
Jockey” (M-G), was hotsy on 


| 
| 
} 
| 





| More Seats 


Continued from page 3 =e 





a lot better today despite the strong 
| competition from television. More 
| seats, of course, means a larger 
| operating -expense which, in the 
long run, means less profits in a 
period when the public is not as 
film-going conscious as it was 10 
years ago. 

» There are many industryites who 
feel that a halt must be made to 
theatre construction of all kinds. 
Others argue that the new thea- 
tres, both drive-in and four-wall 
situations, are merely replacing 
antiquated houses which have been 
abandoned or converted to other 
uses. However, it’s pointed out that 
the new theatres, particularly the 
drive-ins, provide more seats than 
ever existed before. .And, its 
stressed, the more seats there are 
to fill under the present economic 
conditions of the film infustry, the 
tougher it’ll be for the industry as 
a whole to wind up in the black. 
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Prov. Perking: ‘Loving’ 
Boff $12,500, ‘Rock’ Big 
126, ‘Fuzzy’ Fair 106 


Providence, Aug. 13. 

Sturdy film fare has most first- 
runs here happy for a change. 
Strand tops the list with “Loving 
You,” rated smash. RKO Albee 
is right up there with “Bambi,” 
sockeroo for an oldie. “Will Suc- 
cess Spoil Rock Hunter?” looms 
neat at Majestic. “Fuzzy Pink 
Nightgown” is just fair at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-85)— 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) and “Sec- 
rets of Reef’ (Indie). Socko $11,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Walk In- 
to Hell” (Indie) and “Frontier 
Gambler” (AA), $7,000. 

Majestic (S-W) (2,200; 65-80)— 
“Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter?” 
(20th) and “The Abductors” (20th). 
Neat $12,000. Last week, “Affair 
to Remember” (20th). and “Tempo 
of Tomorrow” (20th) (2d wk), 


State (Loew) (3,200; 65-80)— 
“Fuzzy Pink Nightgown” (UA) and 
“Iron Sheriff” (UA). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, “Gun Glory” (M-G) and 
“Living Idol” (M-G), $10,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 65-80) 
—“Loving You” (Par) and “Hold 


That Hypnotist” (Par). Smash 
$12,500. Last week, “Streets of 
Laredo” (Par) and “Whispering 


Smith” (AA) (reissues), $3,500 in 4 
days, 


‘Omar’ Giant $13,000, 
Port.; ‘Arrow’ Fat 9G 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 13. 

Biz continues strong at nearly 
all first-runs with more and more 
managers doing excellent promo- 
tion. “Omar Khayyam” cashed in 
on world preem bally at Para- 
mount, with the opening day the 
biggest since 1955. “Run of Ar- 
row” is fast at the Fox while “Silk 
Stockings” looks neat at Liberty. 
“Bambi” still is solid in second 
Orpheum round. “Around World” 
stays for a smash 17th week at the 
Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 





Broadway (Parker) (980; $2- 
$2.50) — “Around World” (UA) 
(17th wk). Smash $12,500. Last 


week, $12,200. 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 
—“Run of Arrow” (RKO-U) and 
“Joe Dakota” (U). Loud $9,000. 
Last week, “Band of Angels” (WB) 
and “Suicide Missien” (Indie), $10,- 


100. 
Guild (Indie) (400; $1.25)—“Al- | 


bert Schweitzer” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Fancy $2,500. Last week, $2,800. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; 90- 
$1.25\—"Silk Stockings” (M-G) 
and “The Seventh Sin” (M-G). 
Neat $8,000. Last week, “Man On 
Fire’ (M-G) and “Living Idol” 
(M-G) (5 days), $3,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.50'\—“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) 
and “Sierra Stranger’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Peérky $10,000. Last week, 
$13,200. 

Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 90- 
$1.50\—“Omar Khayyam” (Par) 
and “Gun Duel Durango” (UA). 
World bally helping. Smash $13,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Loving 





You” (Par) and “Hidden Fear” 
(UA) (2d wk), $6,300. 
CHICAGO 
(Continued from page 9) 
(4th wk), ‘Tidy $17,000. Last 
week, $17,500. 
Palace (SW - Cinerama) (1,484; 


$1.25-$3.40) — “Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) (34th wk). Bof- 
fo $37,000. Last week, $34,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 65-90)— 
“Pickup Alley” (Col) and “Burglar” 
(Col) (24 wk). Smash $14,000. Last 
week, $23,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 
$1.80)—“Pride and Passion” 
(7th wk). Big $18,000. Last week, 
$20,900. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.25) 
—‘“Rising of Moon” (WB). Chip- 
per $5,500. Last weék, $6,000. 

Todd’s C (Todd) (1,036; 
$1.75-$3.50)\—“Around World in. 80 
Days” (UA) (19th wk). Capacity 


$1.50)—“ 
(2d wk). Fine $19,500. Last week, 
$19,300. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 
$1.50)—“Man on Fire” (M-G). Hot 
$25,000. Last week, “Something of 
Value” (M-G) (6th wk), $18,000. 

World (Indie) (606; 90)—‘Invi- 
tation to Dance” (M-G) (6th wk). 


Durable $2,800. Last week, $3,200.' $11 


Picture Grosses | | 


; 90-| known” (U) and “Joe Dakota” (U), 
(UA) | $9,000 


a 
90-| (M-G) (2d wk). 











LOS ANGELES 
(Continued from page 8) 
$10,000. Last week, New Fox, 
Uptown with Hillstreet, “Beyond 
Mombasa” and “The Strange ie” 
(Col), $10,400. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 90-$1.25) — 
“Royal Affairs in Versailles” 
(Indie). Small $2,500. Last wee! 
“Something of Value” (M-G) (2d 
wk) and “This Could Be Night” 
(M-G), $2,300. 

Hilistreet (RKO) (2,752; 80-$1.80) 

“Guys and Dolls” (M-G) and 
“lll Cry Tomorrow” (M-G) (re- 
issues). Slow $3,400. 

Oo 


rpheum, Iris, Four Star (Met- 
ropolitan-FWC-UATC) 2,213; 756; 
865; 90-$1.80)\—“Loving You” (Par) 
(2d wk) and “Fighting Trouble” 
(AA) (Orpheum only). Modest $11,- 
300. Last week, $18,800. 
State, Hawaii (UATC-G&S) (2.- 
404; 1,106; 80-$1.80)—“Gun Glory” 


(M-G) and “Tarzan Lost Safari” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Mild $9,000. Last 
week, $20,600. 


Pantages (RKO) (2,812; 80-$1.80) 
—-"Silk Stockings” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Strong $10,000. Last week, $12,200. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
—“Love Is Splendored Thing” 
in Fountain” 
(reissues) (2d wk). Nice 
$3.500. Last week, $4,200. 

Fox Beverly (FWC) (1,334; 80- 
$1.50\—“Love in Afternoon” (AA) 
(2d wk). Fine $6,300. Last week, 
$13.500, with Egyptian. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,908; $2-$2.40) 
—“Affair to Remember” (20th) 


k,|“Man of 





BROADWAY 


(Continued from page 9) 


day (11) was $11,000. House 
reverted back to ord and the- 
atre closed out run after last Sun- 
$1. Fao Second full week was 


Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
$1.80) — “Bambi” (BV) (reissue) 
(4th wk). This round endi to- 
day (Wed.) looks like fancy $8,000. 
Third week, $9,500. “Last Bridge” 
(Union) opens Aug. 20. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 95-$1.80)— 

Thousand Faces” (U). 
Given special preem last night 
(Tues.), with regular run starting 
today (Wed.). Launches house on 
first-run straight-film policy. the- 
atre being closed after last Thurs- 
day to prep for this new setup. In 
ahead, “Run of Arrow” (U) with 
vaudeville, fine $16,500. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
$2)—“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) 
(2d wk). Initial week ended last 
night (Tues.) was terrific $72,000, 
including midnight preview on 
night of Aug. 6. This is best for 
straight-film policy here in two 
years. Last week, “Band of An- 
gels” (WB) (4th wk-6 days), $19,- 
000. 


Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80:\—“Passionate Summer” 
(Kingsley) (4th wk). Third round 
ended Friday (9) was big $7,500. 
Second was $8,000, way over fore- 
east. Current (4th) week may top 
third round. Pic looks in for run. 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200; 
Stockings” (M-G) and stageshow 
(4th wk). Current week ending to- 
day (Wed.) looks to climb to sock 
$149,000. Third was $148,500. 
Stays a fifth, with a sixth week 





(4th wk). Nifty $15,000. Last 
week, $16,000. 
Hollywoed Paramount (F&M) 


(1,468; 1.80) — “Beau James” 
(Par) (6th wk). Stout $5,800. Last) 
week, $6 f | 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2.296:) 


$1.50-$2.40)—“Pride and_ Passion” | 
(UA) (7th wk). Tidy $10,500. Last 
week, $12,300. | 

Warner Hollywood (SW - Cine-| 
rama) (1,384: $1.20-$2.65)—“Seven 
Wonders” (Cinerama). Started 
10t'» week on Sunday (11) after 
sock $41,900 last. week. 

Carthay (‘FWC) (1.138; $1.75- 
$3.50)\—“Around World 80 Days”) 
(UA) (34th wk). Capacity $27,200. 
Last week, ditto. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612: 
$1.50-$2.30)\—“10 Commandments” 
(Par) (39th wk). Boffo $16,500. 
Last week. $16,000. 

Canon ‘Rosener) (533; $1. 
“Grand Maneuver” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Mild $3,000. Last week, $3,700. 

Crest, Sunset (Lippert - Cohen) 


2 


(800; 540: $1.25-81.50)\—“Time of 
Desire” (Indie) (3d wk). Fancy 
$7.000. Last week, $8,900 


Vagabond (Rosener) (390; $1.50) 
—“Torero” (Col) (4th wk). Good 
$5,000. Last week, $5,200. 


BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 
week ended Saturday (10) 
good $9,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10) 
—"Delicate Delinquent” (Par) and 
“Hot Rod Rumble” (AA) (2d _ wk). 
Hotsy $6,000 or close for Jerry 
Lewis pic. Last week, $8,500. 

Gary (Sack) (1,340; 90-$1.80 
“Pride and Passion” (UA). Smash 
$35,000 or near opened the new 
Gary, former Plymouth legit 
house. Block long lines, with ra- 
dio and tv used as newspaper 
strike started. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 
—‘Figaro, Barber Seville” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Oke $5,000. Last week, 
$7.500. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 75-$1.10) 
—“Night Passage” (U) and 
“Weapon” (2d wk). Fine $12,000. 
Last week. $15.000. 

M tan (NET) (4,357; 90- 
$1.25) — “Affair to Remember” 
(20th) (3d wk), Neat $12,000. Last 


week, $14,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1.700; 60-$1) 
—"Delicate Delinquent” (Par) and 
“Hot Rod me gnoe (AA). Torrid 

wee! 


$17.000. 000. 

Pilgrim (NET) (1,100; 65-95)— 
“Giant Claw” (Col) and “Night 
World Exvloded” Bright 
$12,000. Last week, “Land Un- 





was 


Saxon (Sack) (1,100; $1.50-$3.30) 
—“Around World” (UA) (19th wk. 
The 18th week ended Friday (9) 
was great $24,000. Last week, 


same. ‘ 
(Trans-Lux) (730; 75- 


Trans-Lux 
$1.10)\—“It Happened in Park” #2 
500 


(Indie). Good $5. . Last week, 
“Naked Night” (Indie) and “Dark 
River” (Indie) (3d wk), $3.500. 
(Loew) (2,900; 75- 
$1.25) — “Silk Stockings” (M-G) 
nd “Decision Against Time” 


Hot $12,000. Last 

week, $18.000. : 
State (Loew) (3.600: 75-$1.25)— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) and “De- 
cision Against Time” (M-G) (2d 


, 





possible. 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) 
—*“Around World” (UA) (4th wk). 
The 43d round completed yester- 
day (Tues.) was capacity $37,100 
for 11 performances. The 42d 
week was the same for like num- 
bers of shows. 

Plaza (Brecher) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“Constant Husband” (Indie) (3d 
wk). This week ending today 
(Wed.) is heading for trim $5,800. 
Second was $7,500. “Love in After- 
noon” (AA) opens here Aug. 23, 
day-date with Paramount. : 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; $1.25- 
$2.50\—“Affair To Remember” 
(20th) and stageshow (4th wk). 
This session finishing tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks to edge up to good 
$76,000. Third was $75,000. Cur- 
rent week was helped by preview 
Monday (12) night. “Sun Also 
Rises” (20th) now due in on Aug. 
23, but may open later in month. 

State (Loew) (3,450; 78-$1.75)— 
“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA) (7th 
wk). This frame finishing up to- 
day (Wed.) looks like solid $17,000 
or near. Last week, $18,500. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75)— 
“Doetor At Large” (U) (3d wk). 
Second round ended Saturday (10) 
was sock $12,000. First was- $14,- 
400 


Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
$1-$1.50)—“Escapade” (DCA) (2d 
wk). Initial session ended Sunday 
(11) was good $7,500. In ahead, 
“La Strada” (T-L) (55th wk), $3,900, 
to wind a terrific run in which 
$410,000 was grossed in the 55 

ks. 


weeks. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-$2) 
—‘Hatful of Rain” (20th) (5th wk). 
Fourth stanza finished yesterday 
(Tues.) was sturdy $18,000 or near. 
Third was $19,000. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600; 
$1.20-$3.50) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (7ist week). The 70th 
round ended Saturday (10) was 
great $33,900, notice ot pic near- 
ing end of run and cooler weather 
giving it a hefty boost. The 69th 
week was $31,800. “Search For 
Paradise” (Cinerama) due to open 
Sept. 24. 

World (Times) (501; 95-$1.50)— 
“It Happened in Park” (Ellis). 
Opened Monday (12). In ahead, 
“Stella” (Burstyn) (9th wk). was 
mild $2,800. Eighth week, $3,600. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 8) 
wk). Good $2,200, same as first 
week. 


Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (364; $1.25) 
—‘“John and Julie” (Indie). Fair 
$2,000. Last week, “Gold of Naples” 
(DCA) (10th wk), $2,100. 

Bridge (Schwarz) (396; $1.25) — 
“Third Key” (Rank) (6th wk). Hep 
,000. Last w $2,000. 

Coronet ‘(United California) 
(1,250; $1.50-$3.75) — “Around 
World in 80 er" (UA) (33d wk). 





Great $30,000. st week. $24,500., 
Rio (Schwarz) (397; $1.10) — 
“1905” (Indie). Fair $1,500. Last 


week, “Wild Oat” (Indie) and “Big 
Day” (Indie) (2d wk), $1,500. 
Presidio (Hardy-Parsons) (764; 
$1.25-$1.50) — “Lost Continent” 
(Cont) (4th wk). Socko $4,000. 





wk). - Great $8,000. week, 
000. 


’ 


Last week, same. 


95-$2.85)—"“‘Silk | $11,000 


‘Bambi’ Sturdy $18,000, 
Buff; ‘Pride’ Lusty 176) 


Buffalo, Aug. 13. 

Biz generally is on moderate side | 
here currently, with first-run | 
houses having to depend on hold- | 
overs for their strength. Lone new. 
comer, “Bambi,” is fancy on reissue | 
date at Lafayette. “Pride and Pas- | 
sion” shapes very tall in second | 
round at Buffalo while “Loving | 
You” is barely good in first hold- 
over session at Paramount, showing 
a sharp dip from opener. “Affair 
To Remember” still is great in 
third stanza at the Center. “Around 
World in 80 Days” looms sturdy in 
19th week at Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew) (3,000; 50-$1.50) 
—‘“Pride and Passion” (2d wk). | 
Potent $17,000. Last week, $29,000. 


85) — “Loving You” (Par) and 
“Rock, Rock, Rock” (DCA) (2d wk). 
Good $11,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Center (AR-PT) (2,000; 60-85)— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (3d 
wk). Still great at $11,000. Last 
week, $12,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-85)— 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) and “Hold 
(Indie). Fancy 
“Midnight 


(U), $8,000. 

Century ‘Buhawk) (1,400; $1.50- 
$3)—“Around World” (UA) (19th 
wk). Neat $10,000. Last week. 


’ 


Teck (SW-Cinerama) (1,200; 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Seven Wonders otf 
World” (Cinerama) (50th wk). 


Strong $8,000. Last week, $8,500. 

Cinema (Martina) (450; 60-90) — 
“Bachelor Party” (UA) (5th wk). 
Stalwart $1,000. Last week, $2,000. 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 9) 


final wk). Satisfactory $12,000 after 
$17,000 in second. 

Columbia ‘Loew) (1,174; 70-90)— 
“Bambi” «BV) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Bright $9,000 after $13,000 opener. 
Stays on. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,859; 90-$1.50)— 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (2d wk). 
Big $24,000 after $34,000 in first. 
Continues indef. 

Metropolitan (SW) (1,100: 80- 
$1.10) — “Band of Angels” (WB). 
Solid $13,000. Last week, “Curse 
of Frankenstein” (WB) and “The 
Unknown” (WB), $15,500 in 10 
days. 





“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (2d wki. 
This never got far des 
kudos. This week is mi 
after disappointing $14,000 in first. 
(T-L) (277; 90-$1.50) — 


saa 
“Mademoiselle Striptease” (Indie) 
(3d wk). Steady $3, after $4,000 


in second. Stays. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.25)— 
“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (2d wk). 
Husky $14,000 after smash $16,000 
last week, and above estimate. 
Stays. 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$3)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(19th wk). Socko $21,000. Last 
week, $22,000. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,300: 


ing $14.000 after hitting $16,000 
mainstay of this. Stays. 


Dallas Mgr. ‘Shook Up’ 
By Presley Pix Fans 


Dallas, Aug. 13. 

Forrest Thompson, manager of 
the Majestic Theatre here, oper- 
ated by the Interstate Theatre Cir- 
cuit, says he is “all shook up” from 
fighting off Elvis Presley fans who 
have been stripping pictures from 
the display windows in front of the 
theatre where “Loving You” is cur- 
rently playing. 

He said Presley fans scream and 
applaud every time their ido! sings 
a song in the pic. Thompson noted 
quite a _ difference when Pat 
Boone’s iams attended “Bernar- 
dine,” saying they were more re- 
served. 


Bomb Scare in San Antone 


San Antonio, Aug. 13. 

A bomb hoax closed Joske's of 
Texas, a department store here 
Friday afternoon, when somebody 
phoned the switchboard operator 
and said a time bomb had been 
placed on the first ‘oor. None was 
found. 

Shortly afterwards, a man called 
Gloria Castillo, cashier at the 
Prince Theatre-and told her that 
a bomb had been planted in the 
cinema. The manager, Charles 
Wolfe, quickly called police. The | 











but again nothing was found. 


Paramount (AB-BT) (3,000; 60-— 


} 
| 


Kremlin” | 


DeMille Run: 


$185,000 Gross, 
Capacity of 879 


Kansas City, Aug. 13. 
Run of 24 weeks by “The i'en 
Commandments” which ended July 
31 in the Roxy Theatre here is be- 
lieved to have set ° sord for ex- 
tended time and total ‘gross by a 
regular film production. During ls 


“ar 


}longstay picture racked up a total 


of $185,000, an excellent showing 
in a house of 879 capacity. 

Picture led off with a gross of 
$16,000 in its opéning week, itself 
a record for the house, never went 
below the $5,000 mark for a weekly 
total, and closed its final week in a 
blaze of glory at $11,000. 

These figures were chalked up on 
a scale topped by £2. with a range 
cown to 90c for students. Officials 
of the Durwood circuit, which owns 
and operates the house, tab it as 
one of the most successful engage- 
ments. 

Nearest extended run entry, 
oddly enough, is e!so a DeMille pro- 


| duction, “Greatest Show on Earth” 
/which had six weeks at the next 


door Paramount Theatre § and 


played at $1.25 top. 


Buddy Rogers First Film 





| In 15 Yrs. Onens Sept. 1 


Palace (Loew) (2,360; 85-$1.25)— | 


“ye crix | 
d $9,000 


$1.20-$2.40) — “Seven Wonders of | 
World” (Cinerama) (33d wk). Pleas- | 


last week. Tourists continue to be | 


At His Kansas Home 


Kansas City, Aug. 13. 

Premiere of Columbia's “The 
Parson and the Out aw” has been 
set for nearby Olathe, Kans., for 
_ Sept. 1 in connection with Cen- 
tennial week there. Buddy Rogers, 
who produced the film and plays 
the role of the parson, will be on 
hand. It's the actor’s home burg. 

Picture is to play a week in the 
Trail Theatre at Olathe as part of 
the deal and will spill over into 
the metropolitan K. C. area for a 
four-play date at the Dickinson, 
G'en, Shawnee Drive-in and Lea- 
wood Drive-in Theatres of the 
Dickinson circuit, which also oper- 
ates the Trail, Kansas City proper 
showing begins on Sept. 4, Wed- 
nesday being the regular change 
day for the four theatres. 

Columbia Pictures exvects that 
another personality probably will 
make the Olathe date to team with 
Rogers. The picture is Rogers 
first acting stint in 15 years. 


| 


Ricketson Cues Cheers 





Los Angeles, Aug. 13. ° 
Southern California division 
convention of National Thea- 
tres personnel gets underway here 
Friday (16), the first in a se- 
ries of seven such conclaves for 
the 250 theatre chain. Parleys 
were called by Frank H. Ricketson, 
Jr., general manager of the circuit, 
to plan a course of “dynamic action 
to generate new prosperity” for 


| the houses. 


Ricketson will preside at all 
meetings. Southern California 
division involves 125 delegates who 
will meet in all-day session. Other 


| meetings will be held in Seattle, 


structure was thoroughly ~~ me | 


Aug. 20; San Francisco, Aug. 22; 
Kansas City, Aug. 27; Denver, 
Sept. 4; Salt Lake City, Sept. 6, 
and Phoenix, Sept. 10. 


‘PARADISE’ IN DALLAS OCT. 2 
Dallas, Aug. 13. 

Newest Cinerama production, 
“Search for Paradise.” will reopen 
the midtown Melba Oct. 2. House 
has been closed since May when 
“Seven Wonders of the World” 
ended a year’s run, following the 
similar runs of “This Is Cinerama 

| Holiday.” 

Fourth offering will have a press 
preview Oct. 1 and it's expected 
that the opening will be sponsored 
by a local charity, per usual. 


New York Theatre| 
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Hollywood Production Pulse 








ALLIED ARTISTS 
Starts, This Year......,..12 
This Date, Last Year......18 











“OREGON PASSAGE” 
Prod.—Lindsley Parsons 








Dir.—Paul Landres 
John Ericson, Lola Albright 
(Started July 29) 
“HONG KONG INCIDENT” 
Prod.—Raymond Friedgen 
Dir.—-Paul F. Heard 
Jack Kelly 
(Started July 29) 
‘ 
COLUMBIA 
P | 
Starts, This Year.........20 


This Date, Last Year......20 








“THE GODDESS” 
(hooting in N.Y, 
Prod.—-Milton Perlman 


Dir.John Cromwell 
Kim Stanley, Lioyd Bridges, Steve Hill, | 
Betty Lou Holand, Joyce Van Paten, 


Joan Copelan | 

(Started July 22) | 

“BONJOUR TRISTESSE” 
(Shooting in France) 

Otto Preminger | 

Niven, Deborah Kerr, Jean Se- | 

Mylene Demongeot, Geoffrey | 

| 


i Aug. DD 
“RESCUE AT SEA” 
Prod.. Sam Katzman 
Dir Fred F. Sears 
Gary Merrill, Nancy Davis, Irene Her- 
vey. Roger Smith, Sheridan Comer- | 
ate, Bek Nelson, Celia Lovsky, Fred 
erick Ledebur, Jewell Lain, Rodolfo 
Hoyos 
(Started 
“STELLA” 
Prod.--Carl Foreman 
Dir.-Sir Carol Reed 
William Holden, Sophia Loren 
(Started Aug. 7) 


WALT DISNEY 


Starts, This Yeor......... 2 || 
This Date, Last Year...... 7 |) 


Aug. © 

















“THE LIGHT IN THE FOREST” 

Prod Walt Disney 

Dir.—Herschel Dougherty 

Fess Parker, Wendell Corey, Joanne 
Dru, James MacArthur, Carol Lynley, 
Jessica Tandy, Joseph Calleia, John 
Meintire 

(Started July 8) 


METRO 
Starts, This Year.........14 
This Date, Last Year......16 


“SEVEN HILLS OF ROME” 
(LeCloud Production) 

















| 
«Shooting in Rome) 
Prod.—-Lester Welch 
Dir Roy Rowland 
Mario Lanca, Marisa Allasio 


(Started Jane 10) 
“THE BROTHERS ae 


Prod.—Pandro 8. 

Dir Richard Re 

Yul Brynner, Maria Schell, Claire 
Bloom, Lee J, Cobb, Richard Base- 


Albert Salmi, William Shatner, 
Harry Townes, Edgar 


hart, 
Judith Evelyn, 
Stehli 
(Started June 10) 
“MERRY ANDREW” 
Sol C. Siegel 
Michael Kidd 
Kaye, Pier Angeli, Bacealoni, 
Robert Coote, Patricia Cutts, Noel 
Purcell, Rex Evans, Walter Kingsford | 





(Started July D | 
“GiGi” 
(Shooting in France) 

Prod. Arthur Freed 

Dir Vincente Minnelli 


Leslie Caron, Louis 


Chevalier, 
Hermione Gin | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Eva Gabor, 


Maurice 
Jourdan 
gold 

(‘Started Aug, 


“CRY TERROR” 


» 





Prod.-Dir Andrew L. Stone 
James Mason, Inger Stevens, Rod 
Steiger, Angie Dickinson 
(Started Aug. 5) 
PARAMOUNT | 
Starts, This Veer. ...<cspe> 7? 
This Date, Last Year......14 || 











“HOUSEBOAT” 
Frod,.Jack Rose 
Dir Mel Shavelson 
Cary Grant, Sophia Loren, Mimi Gibson, 
Charles Herbert, Paul Petersen, 
Harry Guardino 
(Started Aug. 12) | 
“THE MATCHMAKER” 
Prod Don | 
Dir Joseph 
Shirley 
thony 


Hartman 
Anthony 
Booth, Shirley MacLaine, 
Perkins, Paul 


An 





20th CENTURY-FOX |, 
Starts, This Year..... .19 | 
This Date, Last Year......12 |) 


“A FAREWELL TO ARMS” i 








(Shooting in Ital 
Prod.— David G.  Setenick 
Dir.—Charles Vidor 
Jennifer Jones, Rock Hudson, Vittorio 
de Sica, Mercedes McCambridge, 
Oscar Homolka, Kurt Kasznar, Al- 
berto Sordi, Elaine Stritch 
(Started March ) | 
“PEYTON PLACE” | 
Prod jerry Wald 
Dir Mark Robson 
Lana Turner, Lloyd Nolan, ope Lange, 
Arthur Kennedy, Betty Field, Lee 
Philips, Barry Coe, Robert Harris. 
Terry Moore, Russ Tamblyn, Mildred 
Dunnock, Scotty Morrow, William 
Lundmark 
(Started April 29) 
“THE ENEMY BELOW” | 
Prod.-Dir Dick Powell | 


Robert Michum, Curd Jurgens, Al a | 
dison, Frank Albertson, Jeff Daicy. | 
Alan Dexter, David Bair, Joe Di Re da }. 

(Started May 28) 


“THE YOUNG LIONS” 


rT 

Dir.—-Edward my 

Marlon saaese. fontgomery Clift, Dean 

Martin, a 2 t. Barbara Rush 

a Randall, Scam Woodward, Ar- 
thur Franz. 

(Started June 3) 

“FRAULEIN® 

Prod._-Walter Reisch 

Dir,—Henry Koster 

Mel Ferrer, Dena Wynter 


SOUTH 
Prod.—Buddy Adler 
Dir.—Joshua Logan 





Rossano Brazzi, Mitzi Gaynor, John 
Kerr, Ray Walston, Juanita Hall, 
France Nuyen, Russ Brown, Ken 
Clark, Floyd Simmons 

(Started Aug. 12) 

‘ 
UNIVERSAL 
Sénrta, This Voor... 0.20.40 
This Date, Last Year......23 











| RAW WIND IN wend 
(Shooting wi Italy 
ro illiam. "allan 
Dir. “Richard Wialson 


Esther Williams, Jeff Chandler, Rosanna | 


Podesta, Carlos Thompson 
(Started June 25 
“ONCE UPON A HORSE” 
Prod.-Dir.—Hal Kanter 
Dan Rowan, Dick Martin, Martha Hyer, 
Leif Erickson, Nita Talbot, James 
Gleason, Ingrid Goude, Paul Ander- 


son 
(Started Aug. 5) 
“HEMP BROWN” 
Prod.—Gordon Kay 
Dir.—Richard Carlson 
Rory Calhoun, Beverly Garland, John 
arch, 
(Started Aug. 9) 
“THIS DAY ALONE” 
Dir.-Harry Keller 
Richard Egan, Julie London 
(Started Aug. 12) 


WARNER BROS. 


Starts, This Year.........11 
This Date, Last Year...... 8 











“FIFTEEN BULLETS FROM FORT DOBB” 
Prod.—-Martin no oe 
Dir.-Gordon Doug 
Clint Walker, Visginia Mayo, 

Kyer, Brian Kei 
(Started July 12) 

“THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA” 
Prod.—Leland Hayward 
Dir.—John Sturges 
Spencer Tracy 
(Resumed Shooting) 


INDEPENDENT 


Starts, This Year.........81 
This Date, Last Year......54 














“WITNESS FOR THE PROSECUTION” 
(Theme Picts, aad 
(For UA Release 
Prod,—Arthur ierahtow, Jr. 
Dir.—Billy Wild 
Tyrone Power, Marlene Dietrich, 


Charles Laughton, Elsa Lanchester, 
Una —, Francis Comptoa 

(Started June 1 

“THE VIKINGS” 

Prod.—Jerry_ Bresler 

Dir.—Richard Fleischer 

Kirk Douglas, Tony Curtis, Ernest Borg- 
nine, Janet Leigh, James Donald, 
Alexander Knox, Per Buckoj, Dandy 
Nichols, Eileen Way 


Richard | 


“MOTORCYCLE GANG” 


(Golden State Prod.) 

(American-International 

Prod.—Alex Gordon 

Dir.—Edward L, Cahn 

Anne Neyland, Steve Terrell, John Ash- 
ley, Carl Switzer, Raymond Hatton, 
Russ Bender, Jean Moorhead, Shirley 
Falls, Wayne Taylor, Scott Peters, 
Phylis Cole, Suzanne Sydney, Aki 
Aleong 

(Started Aug. 12) 








In Britain 
ANGLO AMALG. 


Starts, This Year... 
This Date, Last Year...... 








8 
4 











“PUZZLE FOR FRIENDS” 
Prod A. C. Snowden 

Dir Montgomery Tully 

Lex Barker, Carole Mathews 
(Started July 29) 


BRIT. ELSTREE 
Starts, This Year......... 2 
This Date, Last Year...... 0 


| 














“WE ARE SEVEN” 


(Shooting in Cornwall) 
Prod.—S. Nolbandov 
Dir.—Cyril Frankel 


Irish Abbey Players 
17) 


Eileen Herlie, 
(Started July 





“THE MOONRAKER” 
| (Shooting in Devon) 
| Prod..—H. G. Inglis 
| Dir David MacDonald ’ 
| Sylvia Syms. George Baker, Marius 
Goring, Peter Arne 
(Started July 15) 
‘ YT 
COLUMBIA 
Starts, This Year......... 6 
This Date, Last Year...... 6 











| 
} 
‘i STELLA” 

(Open Road Films) 

| Prod.—Carl Foreman 
} 

| 


Dir.—Sir Carol Reed 
William Holden, Sophia Loren, Trevor 
Howard 


(Started Aug. 7) 
“BONJOUR TRISTESSE” 


| (Wheel Productions) 


| (Shooting in France) 
Prod.-Dir.—Otto Preminger 
Deborah Kerr, David Niven, Jean Se- 


berg 
(Started Aug. 1) 

“GIDEON'S DAY” 

(Columbia British Productions) 
Prod.—Michael Killanin 
Dir.—John Ford 
Jack Hawkins 
(Started Aug. 12) 

“NO TIME TO DIE” 

(Warwick Film Productions) 

(Shooting in Tripoli and MGM Studios) 
Prod.—trving Alien and Albert 

Broccoli 
Dis Terence qoune 
(Starts Aug 








IND. FILM DISTRIB 


Starts, This Year......... 4 
This Date, Last Year...... 1 











“THE SILENT ENEMY” 
(Remus Films) 
«(Shooting in Gibralter) 
Prod.—Bertram Ostrer 
Dir.—William Fairchild 
Laurence Harvey, Dawn Addams, John 
Clements, Michael Craig, Alida Valli 
(Started June 22) 
“THE SPANIARD’S CURSE” 
(Wentworth Films) 
Prod.—Roger_ Proudlock 
Dir.—Ralph Kemplen 








‘Started July 26) 
“ESCAPE TO RED ROCK” 
a Films for 20th-Fox) 

rna Glasser 

Dir sel Bernds 


Brian Donlevy, tay C, Flippen, Gary | 


terrer, Eileen Janssen, Myron Healy, 
hipps 
(Started July 29) 
“MACABRE” 
‘Susina Assoc, Prod.) 
Prods.— William Gee Robb White 


Dir.—William Cast 
William Prince, San ueline Scott, Jim 
Backus, Ellen Corby, Philip Tonge. 
Jonathan Me, » Christine White, Sally 
Cassell, | Morrow 
(Started July 29 
“THE BIG COUNTRY” 
(For UA Release) 
Prods.-Gregory Peck, William Wyler 
Dir.—William Wyler 
Gregory Peck, Jean Simmons, Carroll 
Baker, Burl Ives, Charles Bickford, 
Chuck Connors, Charlton Heston 
ba | July 30) 


Dir.-Lowell Farrell 

«Cc, V. Whitney For Buena Vista) 

Patrick Wayne, Dennis eest. Dan 
O’Herlihy, Ken Curtis, Roberto de la 
Madrid, Pedro Gonzales - Gonzales, 
Cliff Ketchum, Miguel Comacho, 
Mario Arteaga, Cliff Lyons, Eddie 


Sweeney, Tom Tiner, Carlos Romero, 
Charles Heard, 
Terry Wilson, 3 
Carey, Wesley Fuller, Bill Williams 


-—John Croydon 

Dir.Robert Day 

Boris Karloff, Elizabeth Allan, 
Kent, Anthony Dawson, Verd Day 

(‘Started Aug. 6) 


Jean | 




















Lee Patterson, Susan Beaumont, Tony 
(Started vane 20) Wright, Michael Horden 
“THE PUZZLE” - (Started July D 
(James O. Radford-Anglo-A ed 
Films) Engl 
| (Shooting in ngland | 
Exec, Prod. a ~~ 9 H. Gerber METRO 
Prod.—Nat Cohen 
Lex Barker, Carole Mathews || Starts, This Year. <ie 
(Started July 22) | This D L Vos 1 
“YOUNG AND DANGEROUS” is Date, Last Year...... 
Prod.-Dir.—Willia . Claxto 
(Regal Films) "THE WILLIE GORDON STORY” 
(For 20th-Fox) (Coronado Productions) 
Lili Gentle, Mark Damon, Ann Doran, | “Exec Prod.—David E. Rose 
Edward Binns, Danny Welton, Ron- Prod.—Jobn R. Sloan 
ald Foster, Greer, Frances Dir.—Ray Milland 
Mercer,’ George’ Brenlin, William Ray Milland 
Stevens Sta d J , 
(Started July 25) (Started July 24) 
ro ge face NELSON” 
(F-Z7S Prod ’ J T T 
(For UA Re oe 20th ( ENTU RY -FOX 
Prod.—Al Zimbalist : 
Dir—Don Siegal tvs J - Starts, This Year..... a. 
Mickey Rooney, Carolyn Jones, Sir ° 
Cedric Hardwicke, Leo Gordon, An- This Date, Last Year. eeeee 2 
thony Carouso, John Hoyt | 











| “THE NAKED EARTH” 
(Foray) 
(Shooting in Uganda) 
Prod Adrian Worker 
Dir.— Vincent Sherman 
Richard Todd, Juliette Greco, 
Currie 
(Started July 31) 
"COUNT FIVE AND DIE” 
(Zonic Productions) 
Prod.—Ernest Gartside 
Dir.—Victor Vicas 
Jeffrey Hunter, Nigel 
marie Duringer 
(Started Aug. 6) 


|| BUTCHER’S DISTRIB 
Starts, This Year joan 
This Date, Last Year...... 0 





Finlay 





Patrick, Anne- 














“UNDERCOVER GIRL” 
(Bill and Michael Luekwell Productions) 
Prod.—Kay Luckwell 
Dir.—Francis Searle 
Paul Carpenter, Kay 


Collins 
29) 


(Started 
‘Paradise’ in Buff Oct. 9 
Buffalo, Aug. 13. 
Cinerama’s fourth production 
production “Search for Paradise” 
| Will open here at the Teck on Oct. 
\9 


Callard, Jackie 


July 





| There'll be a special performance 
for the benefit of the Deaconess 
| Hospital Building Fund. 





Amusement Stock Quotations 


For Week Ending Tuesday (13) 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1957 Net 
High Low Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in 100s High Low Close for wk. 
1742 11! ABC Vending 28 1556 1448 1454 + % 
24% 19%, AmBr-ParTh 68 1934 1918 19°4 + 3% 
364g 2934 CBS “A” ... 142 31% 2934 3014 + % 
3512 2914 CBS “B” . lll 3012 2912 2978 + 8 
2042 17 i. & are 20 1938 19% — % 
195g 133 Decca 187 1938 19 19 -- 
115 81°4 Eastman Kdk,. 138 10612 100142 10012 +219 
45g 3\2 EMI 306 458 45 458 — % 
1048 73% List Ind. 91 9% 834 878 — 
22 1712 ~Leew’s .. 300 18 17'2 1778 _ 
914 734 Nat. Thea. .. 150 814 814 812 + 14 
36% 2844 Paramount .. 39 35% 3458 3438 — 5% 
184g 14148 Philco 78 1558 1544 154 -- 
40 315g RCA 374 3534 3446 34) 8 — 5% 
814 512 Republic 25 614 6% 6% + is 
13% 1158 Rep., pfd. 6 11% 1154 1158 + 3% 
1842 14% Stanley War 47 17% 1648 167% _ 
29%, 2514 Storer 20 2534 2538 2548 — % 
3034 221% 20th-Fox 2 83 238 2658 267% —!) 
253g 2154 United Artists 104 24 2212 2234 _ 
73 69 Univ, pfd. *80 69 69 69 -- 
287% 22 Warner Bros. 29 23 22 22 — 5s 
1211 9114 Zenith 23 116 114 1'41!2 13 
AMmerican Stock Exchange 
4\9 2% Allied Artists 52 314 318 314 _— 
1052 8 All’d Art, pfd 3 8% 8 8'%4 — is 
1% 5g C&C Tele.. 327 1 78 1 — 
6'8 45g DuMont Lab 24 478 458 458 — \s 
45, 2!2 Guild Films . 38 3 278 278 — 's 
934 7 Nat'l Telefilm 184 834 838 858 == 
7) 31% Skiatron 104 818 77% 773 — 38 
834 534 Technicolor 125 61% 534 578 — % 
5% 37s Trans-Lux 2 434 4°58 454 — is 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
Ampex .. oanbengesos oaekt ame 5542 _- 
Chesapeake Industries sccecescaceesosose 28 2'2 — 1% 
Cinerama Inc. cogecccedecscobebes aan 1'2 — is 
Cinerama Prod. cceeecnncovccooescce © 3338 _— 
DuMont Broadcasting ...........0++ee0++ 858 9" 8 -— 
TTD > 0 ded cddsetasseeas seu | ae 3 _— 
Official Films ..... Sedse 06 os 000sneeecess .. em 15% —M% 
Polaroid ocbb ens cgvecestepegcesens’t SEs. Bee +5 
Ws Be TOUEIUD oc ccccccccccccqoosecooces . Oe 478 —_ 
Walt Disney 0600 4ndbesksescecencege BER 2458 — 4 





* Actual Volume. 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 





Mexico’s Quake 


mug, Continued from page 2 jaan 


Actors Union ‘(ANDA), 
made public the cablegram of con- 
délences and biessings from the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
AGVA said in its message, “we 
have said special prayers to the 
Lord for you, our colleagues, and 
the people of Mexico.” 

Top radio stations worked at top 
speed during the actual temblors 
and for hours later urged calm, 
faith and patience. They broadcast 
bulletins te rescue workers and 
gave out casualties. Most stations 
suffered some camage to their | 
buildings, but had no casualties. | 
Several small stations were | 
knocked off air temporarily: 
Punish Top TV-Radio Commentator 

Air-press circles are muttering 
about the temporary cancellation 
(by the Ministry of Communica- 
tions and Public Works) of the 
license of Guillermo Vela, a top 
radio-tv commentator, for alleged 
alarmist broadcasting of the quake. 
Vela is regarded as.one of the most 
conservative and responsible an- 
nouncers here. The Ministry ruled 
the he had “indulged in unwar- 
ranted and damaging sensational- 
ism.” The grumbling is over the 
fact that several other announcers 
gave out distorted and otherwise 
inexact yarns. But the Ministry did 
nothing to them. Ruben Marin y 
Kal, prexy of the National An- 
nouncers Assn., announced he will 
investigate the Vela case. 

Top radio-tv plant here, Televi- 














proudly | film comic here, although he volun- 
| tarily offered cash compensation 
for damage done in the crash of an 
apartment house he owns-operates 
here, faces several damage suits. 

Offices of the National Cinema- 
tographic Beard had to move into 
the Ministry of Communications 
and Public Works building because 
of cracks and sagging of the edifice 
which had housed them. 

Niteries, going full blast at the 
time (2.40 a.m.) suffered little da- 
mage. If the quake had occured 
only a few hours earlier the dead 
and injured toll might have been 
much greater. 

$5,000 Daily Loss 

Cash loss from last 
earthquake: is continuing, at the 
rate of about $5,000 daily, for 23 
cinemas here, including the deluxe 
Cine Roble. Houses were shut- 
oftered because of damage or by 
orders of the city officials. Felipe 
Rayon, of the National .Cinemato- 
graphic Industry Workers Union 
(STIC) claims closure of these pix 
houses has upped the local tv 
audience by at least 30,000 daily. 

Rayon is trying to pressure ex- 
hibs into paying full wages during 
the shutdown by forcing all Jocal 
cinemas to shutter Sundays, their 
top biz day. Exhib circles accuse 
Rayon of doing much more for tv 
than he is for pix. 





month's 





Indonesia's Top Censor 


centro, and its twin 450-ft. antena " » 

towers withstood the earthquake > 

without a crack, as did the sister Studying N. Y. S Methods 
enterprise, the swanky Cine Ala- Albany, Aug. 13. 
meda, pioneer ritzy cinema in Aldul Karin, assistant to the 
Mexico, which opened in. 1935.| chief censor of Indonesia, is to 
Alameda is currentiy doing big | study for a week the administra- 


trade with “Giant” (WB). 
Other Cinemas Benefitted 

Cinema closures channeled more 
biz than ever to cinemas playing 
strong .pix, which include Cine 
Variedades, now playing “Tammy” 
(U-T). 

Offices here, all in the same 
building, of 20th-Fox, RKO and 
Col, had to temporarily close when 
their help refused to work in what ' studied the operation of the Motion 
they called an unsafe edifice. Build- | ssciure Division, which is consid- 
ing actually suffered slight damage. | ered a model in the state censor- 

“Cantinflas” (Mario Moreno), ace ' ship field. 


tion of the New York State Educa- 
tion Department’s Motion Picture 
Division. Karin, who came to the 
United States for travel and study, 
visited Washington, before arrange- 
ments were made to take a look- 
see at the operation, in New York, 
of the Motion Picture Division. 
Many out-of-state and foreign 
| officials have, over the years, 
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Long Live the King 


The snowballing of sentiment in favor of perpetuating the tal- 
ents of Nat King Cole on ty is headed for a resounding payoff for 
the singer. Cole has been cancelled out of his current Tuesday 
night at 10 slot on NBC-TV to make way in the fall for the half- 
sponsored (Singer Sewing Machine) “Californian” vidfilm series. 
But because of the growing Cole fever, not only among viewers but 
among his pro confrerees, NBC is now planning to revamp its 
Tuesday night schedule go that Cole can move up into the 7:30 to 


8 segment. 


Such a shift would mean dumping of the “Panic” series (which 
is sustaining, anyway). Plan now is to put “Panic” on the shelf 
pending future time-sponsor availabilities, and continue Cole in the 
half-hour format, whether he’s sold or not. 

Particularly heartening to NBC was Cole’s ability (with a guest 
star assist from Harry Belafonte) to come within three rating 
points of “$64,000 Question” last week. 


Vanda’s TV Series On Japan 











WCAU Exec’s Trip Inspires Philly Programs; 


s 





Nippons ‘Ingeniously Initiative’ 


ee 


Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 

Charles Vanda, veepee in charge 
of television at WCAU-TV and 
Charles Shaw, news director, re- 
cently returned from a month's 
tour of Japan under sponsorship 
of the U. S. Air Force, will report 
their findings in a special tv series. 
Sessions will be highlighted by a 
pane! discussion on the Girard case 
filmed in Japan and produced by 
Vanda. Shaw served as modera- 
tor. The Tokyo station supplied 
the camera and soundmen, re- 
cording equipment and technicians. 

Vanda found Japanese tv and 
radio stations well equipped and 
staffed. He noted that the Japa- 
nese are “ingeniously imitative.” 


“Many of their electronics ex- |= 


perts came to WCAU after the war 
and studied our methods and 
equipment. Back home they du- 
plicated or improved them.” He 
said that one studio device which 
cost $7,500 in this country had 
been copied and four of them were 
built for $2,900. “I noted improve- 
ments they have made on methods 
they learned in our studios, and 
now I'm going to improve on 
them,” the veepee said. “In tele- 
casting baseball, for example, a 
broadcaster shares the mike with 
aman. Baseball from the woman’s 
viewpoint is something new.” 

“The Japanese use flowers in set 
designs. Every station has a. di- 
rector of flowers. He doesn’t over- 
do it, but he won't settle for $2 
worth of roses ih a jug, either,” 
declared Vanda. 

During the trip which also took 
them to Wake and Midway Is- 
lands, taped and filmed interviews 
were set up with area servicemen: 
An inside picture of how our serv- 
ice personnel lives in Japan: and 
the cooperation of Japanese and 
U. S. military leaders in building a 
“new Japan” will be touched upon 
in the reports over WCAU-TV. 


MBS Setting New 
House in Order 


Mutual’s new management team 
topped by prez Paul Roberts has 
added two sales execs and has 
taken steps to revitalize net’s sta- 
tion relations department, with the 
addition of a field director. 

Joining the sales division are 
George Comtois, an ex-MBS ac- 
count exec and more recently sales 
v.p. of ABC Radio, and John Mul- 
vihill, also a former MBS account 





exec. Sid Allen, sales v.p. under fl 


former prez John Poor, remains 
in his MBS post. 

Taken on as station relations 
field director is James T. (Jim) 
Ownby, who owns WJXN, Jackson, 
Miss., and KONI, Phoenix, Ariz. He 
will work in conjunction with 
Charles (Chuck) King, who will be 
the administrative director in the 
department. 

On the affiliate front, the buyout 
of WJAS, Pittsburgh, by NBC has 
left MBS without an affiliate in 


that market. MBS shared an ABC 
affiliate on WJAS. Net now is shop- 


(Continued on page 42) 





Jocks Jack Up Com’ls 


Pillsbury is going to a lot of 
expense and ingenuity to ac- 
hieve integrated commercials 
in keeping with the “top 
disks” format of the upcoming 
“Big Record” show on CBS- 
TV. (Pillsbury is one of four 
clients picking up the tab on 
the hour show). 

Sponsor will fly in disk jock- 
eys from all parts of the count- 
try to handle the Pillsbury 
spiels, with the continuity ty- 
ing into the show’s format. 
Producer Lee Cooley will also 
use them to billboard the up- 
coming singer attractions on 
the show. 








Networks Look 
Full Year Ahead 
On GE, Hitchy 


Perhaps the choicest back-to- 
back plum on the tv networks— 
namely “GE- Theatre” and “Alfred 
Hitcheock Presents”—which .- has 
been riding along to Top 10 Niel- 
sen glory with CBS-TV as the bene- 
ficiary, may be up for grabs in 
one more season, when contracts 
on both shows expire. 

It's understood that both NBC 
and ABC are already maneuvering 
into position in a bid to lure the 
enviable properties. away from Co- 
lumbia. Both are out of the MCA 
Revue shop and the fact that NBC 
program factotum: Bob Kintner has 
established a close working rela- 
tionship with MCA (as witness the 
network’s purchase of something 
like $20,000,000 in MCA properties 
for the upcoming season) would 
suggest that Kintner may be in a 
favored position to woe the Sunday 
night CBS shows away. 

Actually NBC will premiere this 
season a full hour Monday night 
series—“Suspicion”—off the MCA 
beltline, which will approximate in 
content and production credits the 
best features of both the GE and 
Hitchcock presentations. 


Sinatra Now Rolls On 

Vidfilm Drama Segs; 

Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

With ~eight musical half-hour 
ms in the can, lensed in 15 days, 
Frank Sinatra started yesterday 
(12) on batch of half-hour dramas 
for his upcoming ABC-TV show. 
First is “Brownstone Incident,” by 
David Harmon, which will co-star 
Sinatra and Anne Bancroft, with 
Don Weis directing. Next is “That 
Hogan Man,” also starring Sinatra, 
With Chris Nyby directing the Ha! 
Goodman-Larry Klein teleplay. 

Jack Donahue, director of the 
musical segments, planed to N.Y. 
over weekend to start rehearsals 
on “Rumple,” Broadway musical 
starring Eddie Foy. He'll return 
to Sinatra show in January. 








CHALLENGES OF 
A NEW SEASON 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
The 


phrase John K. M. McCaffrey, kind 
of a seasoh will it be? What are 
its portents? Since no one has the 
definitive answers, here, at least, 
is a pre-season capsulization of the 
competitive status of the networks 
in the intramural sweepstakes plus 
a pinpointing of the vital issnes 
confronting the industry on the 
eve of the new semester. 

CBS—By virtue of the unbeat- 
able Paley-Stanton leadership, 
they’re betting that CBS will con- 
tinue in its established No. 1 
groove during the ‘57-58 season. 
True, a lot of things have hap- 
pened in the course of thé past 
season, notably NBC's strong day- 
time emergence in tv as oppesed 
to the days when CBS had the ficle 
to itself; 
network economy; plus the fact 
that, to a large extent, practically 
everybody’ s starting from scratcn 
this season. But overshadowing 
everything else are two words — 
Paley and Stanton. Bill Palev's 
keen perception and judgmeni, 
notably in his ability to size vp 
any program at any given fime, 
coupled with the fact that Frank 
Stanton’s outstanding leadership 
and know-how has been a running 
story for years, makes this the un- 
beatable combination of all time. 
The fact that this kind of leader- 
ship has rubbed off on the key men 
in the lower echelons has been a 
strong factor in the Columbia 
supremacy. 

NBC—The two Bobs (Sarnoff & 
Kintner) are off to the races, with 
more than 50% of the nighttime 
program schedule representing 
new product. Whether it’s win, 
place or show for the network will 
be determined come option time in 
Nov.-Dec., when, indeed, the real 
status of tv’s economic plight (and 
that goes for all the networks) will 
be better measured. Much of the 
confusions and uncertainties at 
NBC have been erased; one cer- 
tainty has been established — the 
growing stature of Robert Sarnoff 
in helming the network and his 
ability te cope with major industry 
problems on his. own. His recent 
open-letter to tv editors anent the 
widely-ballied soft market had 


some uppercase  statesmanship 
qualities. : 
ABC—“Don’t write off anything 


where Leonard Goldenson’s con- 
cerned” keynotes the prevailing 
respect for ABC’s ambitions in the 
new  three-network economy, 
though there’s a continuing aware- 
ness in some industry quarters 
that Goldenson still lacks key ad- 
ministrative talent to assist him in 
hurdling the bumps. It could well 
be that. with the strong parlay of 
Frank Sinatra, Pat Boone, Guy 
Mitchell, Patrice Munsel and a hot 
Walter Winchell format, coupled 
with a still strong “Disneyland” 
and high-rated. Western skeins, 
ABC’s in a position to make as 
much if not more Nielsen noise 
than the competition next season. 

Federal Communications Com- 
mission — The “new FCC” under 
John C. Doerfer’s chairmanship is 
still far from a many-splendored 
thing in terms of alleviating major 
industry distress. On the assump- 
tion that the regime under ex- 
chairman George McConnaughey | 
represented an FCC at its lowest | 
ebb, key industry figures still feel | 
that the future conduct of the 
agency is unpredictable. Doerfer 
learns fast but is erratic. True, in 
Fred Ford the FCC has a new 
member who is intelligent, knows 
the ropes, having done yeoman 
staff duty in the Richard case in 
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Poker Pun 


Madison Ave. huckster figur- 
ing out why ABC is the third 
network: 

“Paley and Stanton are 
kings. The two Sarnoffs are 
aces. And ABC’s got Treyz.” 





new tv season is less than | 
a month off and what, to para-| 


a real life-size three-| — 





Pilot-Happy Sponsors Frown On 
2d & 3d Shows Even Before Start 
Of Season; Norby’ All Over Again? 


+ 





? 


Emilio: No Mex Hex | 


Emilio Azcarraga, Mexico's 
Mr. Radio-Television,” arrived 
in New York last week from a 
protracted stay in Europe. 
Initial order of business was 
his telephonic inquiries as to 
the extent of damage, if any, to 
his extensive Mex properties 
as result of the recent earth- 
quake. 

Fact that Azcarraga’s Tele- 
vicentro in Mexico City and 
his theatres came out of it 
unsearred is attributed to 
the architectural-construction 
shock-proof precautions that 
characterizes all of Azcarraga’s 
building. plans. 





Polly Okay, But 
Dean Now Beefs: 
‘Too Much TV’ 


Just when it looked like NBC- 
TV had cleared the decks for its | 
Saturday night at @ alternating of 
Dean Martin and Polly Bergen, 
through a CBS agreement to lend- 
lease Miss Bergen to NBC for the 
duration of her Columbia contract, 
a serious snag has developed on 
Martin which seriously threatens 
the future of the major half-hour 
showcase. 

A pitch to have Martin hike his 
scheduled 10 appearances next 
season to 12 or possibly 15 shows 
has thrown a stumbling block into 
negotiations for him to star (on be- 
half of Chesterfield) in the 30- 
minute series alternating with 
Miss Bergen (latter's sponsor is 
Max Factor.) Martin says empha- 
tically: “They will not get it.” 

ginally Martin was reluctant | 
to do 10 shows but finally agreed. 
But he won't do more because he 
“doesn’t want to be on tv too 
much.” He is starring on his own 
two NBC-TV specs and will co-star 
with Perry Como.on the upcoming 
General Motors special. “I feel 
it’s too much over-exposure,"* he 
sa 





ys. 
Martin has formed his own in- 
die company, Deanric Productions, 
which will film his and Miss Ber- 
gen’s shows if the situation is 
straightened out. 

MCA yesterday (Tues.) was set 
to ink a new contract for Miss Ber- 
gen that would allow her to move 
over to NBC for Factor. In the 
new talent pact CBS gives. the 
singer a waiver to appear on NBC 
for as long as Factor wants her 
there. At the termination of the 
Factor buy, she returns to CBS on 
a new longterm pact. 

Until the talent agency arranged 
the new deal for her Miss Bergen 
was due to end her present CBS 
contract Dec. 31. It would have 
been too late for her to do the NBC 
show. 





At least three sponsors who have 


|committed themselves to 26-week 


rides on half-hour network film 
properties because they liked what 
they saw on the pilot film, are 
known to be plenty disturbed over 
subsequent installments on their 
respective skeins. But there's noth- 
ing they can do about it except 
growl to the agencies, Cancc lation 
at this point is out of the question 
because they're committed to their 
soon-to-start fall campaigns, and 
even to cut out now would cost 
them a barrel of money. 

It's a situation somewhat ana- 
logous to the Eastman-Kodak fiasco 
with the unlamented “Norby” se- 
ries which ran on NBC-TV for a 
few installments several years ago. 
Kodak bought the half-hour tint 
series (and they were very expen- 
sive) based on a carefully-planned 
first-show presentation. (In .he case 
of “Norby” there wasn’t even a 
pilot.) Subsequent shows and their 
poor showing embarrassed the 
client, even though they were in 
deep for a full series. After five 
| shows, Kodak called it quits and it 
stil shudders at the amount it cost 
to divorce itself from the longterm 
| commitment. 

Similarly, in the case of the cur- 


|rent unhappy clients, months went 


into the pilot construction. But sub- 
sequent installments already in the 
ean and run off for the clients have 
been turned out at the rate of two 
a week, with hardly a resemblance, 
say the bankrollers, to the qualita- 
tive pilot. 

From the three agencies involved 
have come rumblings over the un- 
certainties and hazards of film pro- 
duction where longterm contracts 
are involved, With a live show, they 
argue, it's always possible to make 
necessary revisions, change people 
or even the format, if need be. But 
with a filmed entry, they argue, 
they have no alternative but to 
stick with it. 





‘Conquest’ Fetches 


CBS-TV $2,000,000 


CBS-TV. has finalized its deal 
with Monsanto Chemical Co. for 
sponsorship of the 10 hour-long 
“Conquest” programs which will 
alternate with “See It Now” and 
“Seven Lively Arts” on Sunday 
afternoons, Four of the “Conqucst” 
shows will be done during the up- 
coming season with the remainder 
held. over for the '58-59 semester. 

Each program will carry a $100.- 
000 production tab and all told 
Monsanto is plunking down ap- 
proximately $2,000,000 (time and 
program) for its ambitious excur- 
sion into public affairs program- 
ming. 

“Conquest” will report the prog- 
gress in the world of science in 
cooperation with the National 
Academy of Sciences and the 
American Assn. for the advance- 
ment of Science. Program is under 





BRITAIN, MOSCOW 
INTV EXCHANGE 


London, Aug. 13. | 
Subject to the approval of the 


| Foreign Office, an exchange deal| 
jhas been set up by Associated-| ABC's KGO-plus-tv, in San Fran- 
| Rediffusion, commercial tv program-! cisco, until John Mitchell assumed 
|mers in the London area. with the 


State Television Service in Moscow. 

Under the proposed deal, a Brit- 
ish unit led by Caryl Doncaster, 
will be sent to Moscow to film a} 
60-minute program filustrating the 
Russian mode of life. In return, a 
Soviet unit would come to London 
to film a comparable program. Each} 








the supervision of Irving Gitlin, 
| CBS Director of Public Affairs, 
with Michael Sklar as producer. 


James Connolly to NBC 


James Connolly, who  bossed 





command at the beginning of the 
year, is now*with NBC-TV sales 
The former station head joined the 
network recently as an account ex- 
ecutive. 

Connolly reports to Charles 
(Chick) Abry, national sales direc- 
tor at NBC-TV. Abry, too, was 
recently an ABC executive, before 


side has promised full facilities} moving to NBC-TV to join his old 


provided the’ respective Govern-| 


ments agree. 


boss 
veep. 


Robert Kinter, NBC exee 
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CBS RADIO'S $50,000,000 MAKES 


TTA ‘MILLION. -A-WEEK NETWORK ore eeo 


If there's something akin to 
jubilation at CBS Radio this week 
it’s because the returns have just 
been posted on perhaps the most 
sucessful month—July 8 to Aug. 
8—in a decade on setting the fall 
sponsorship schedule. In one of 
the most heartening disclaimers 
to the “network radio obituary” 
theme, CBS has just put the cli- 
mactic touch of a _ three-dimen- 
sioned approach to the “radio that 
used to be” which finds: 

1.) Home Insurance Co. bank- 
rolling the Jack Benny show in a 
half-hour weekly sponsorship deal. 

2.) CBS going to the post this 


fall with total billings aggregating. 


$50,000,000 gross a year, thus per- 
mitting it to flaunt the “network 
with a million a week” credentials; 

3.) Within the past month (and 
following on the heels of the $5,- 
500,000 Ford sale in May), CBS 
has experienced an upsurge in new 
business to the tune of $6,000,000, 
cueing the comment from vet sales 
veepee John Karol: “Not in years 
has CBS experienced such intense, 
serious interest in network radio 
on part of important advertising 
and their agencies.” 

While it's true that a big chunk 
of the coin came from segmented 
“Impact” programming and unit 
gales on daytime serials, what is 
particularly heartening is the re- 
emergence of the single-sponsor 
identity en prestige programming. 
This not only applies to the deal 
whereby Home Insurance Co. will 
sponsor Jack Benny every week (at 
an estimated $700,000 gross), but 
the return of Miles Labs to the net- 
work as sponsor of almost an hour 
a week of Monday-through-Friday 
news strips, and the pacting of 
Wrigley to the morning “Howard 
Miller Show” and Pat Buttram’s 
afternoon “Just Entertainment.” 

Thus CBS envisions the return 
of an era when the network radio 
sponsor is more concerned with 
identifying himself in the public 

(Continued on } on peep 42) 


NBC Radio's 7256 
For Pitt Station 


NBC Radio, without a steady 
Pittsburgh affiliate since a year ago 
last June, closed a deal for a re- 
ported $725,000 to buy a 5,000- 
watter and its sister FM station in 
the key Pennsylvania market. Net- 
work, bringing its number of 
owned & operated stations up to 
the legal FCC maximum of seven, 
is taking over WJAS from H. K. 
Brennan and his associates. 

While the purchase of WJAS and 
WJAS-FM_ solves the clearance 
problems of NBC in Pittsburgh, it 
creates greater problems for Amer- 
ican Broadcasting Network and 


Mutual Broadcasting who shared 
an affiliation on the station. There 
are eight stations in the city prop- 
er, but only WJAS and KQV, for 
CBS Radio, carried any substantial 
amount of network programming. 

Neither Mutual nor ABN had 
found a substitute earlier this 
week. ABN had been bidding for 
WAS in competition with NBC. 


Since Westinghouse bounced NBC 
from KDKA a year ago last June, 
the network has occasionally got 
shows placed on WWSW, but with- 
out an affiliation contract. Only 


NBC program maintained by the 
Westinghouse radio indie was the 
nighttime “Three-Star News.” That 


Was at the indie’s own - 


Ted Herbert to WPAT 


Twenty-six year veteran Theo- 


dore W. (Ted) Herbert is joining 
the national sales staff of WPAT, 
Paterson, N.J., radio indie. 

Herbert joined radio in 1931 
with the then WPCH (Park Central 
Hotel) station, now. the municip- 
ally--owned WNYC. Then, after a 
year-long stint with WMCA, he 
joined WOR, where he stayed nine 
years. He then signed with WHN 
(now WMGM) as a salesman, and 
joined the Blue Network the next 
year. He came to Mutual in 1955, 
where he ended as eastern sales 
chief of General Teleradio’s owned 
& operated stations. 





CBS-TV Day Upsurge 

CBS-TV reports that 83% of 
its daytime programming is 
sold, with SRO signs posted on 
Garry Moore, Arthur Godfrey, 
Art Linkletter’s ‘House Party,” 
and “Edge of Night.” 

Network says that picture for 
fall daylight biz is best in its 

history. 





Now Available For 
Closed-Circuit Biz 


ting out in the “open” under a 
projected tie-up between WOR-TV, 


WOR-TY Facilities 





N.Y., and Allied Productions, pack- 
aging outfit, headed by Martin Col- 
by, former WOR account exec. 

The deal calls for the use of | 
WOR-TV facilities for late Saturday 
morning telecasts, prior to sta- 
tion’s regular broadcasting hours, 
by business groups for stockhold- 
ers meetings, introing of new pro- 
ductions, public relations pro- 
grams, business education telecasts 
to employees “in their own homes,” 
dealer meetings—and many other 
areas usually covered by closed- 
circuit enterprises. 

Key to the unique feature of 
projected deals with business 
group is “in the home” factor. 
Virtually all previous such events 
have been telecast on large screens, 
in theatres, hotels, via a closed cir- 
cuit, with the audience being a 
selected one, consisting of groups 
such as doctors, business execs, 
dealers, etc. Use of WOR-TV fa- 
cilities will ullow the entire Metro- 
politan area to have a look-see at 
the affair if they so choose, at the 
late Saturday morning hour. If the 
company objects, WOR-TV may use 
some scrambling device so that 
the non-selected audience may be 
barred from viewing. Latter, 
though, is a possibility not consid- 
ered as part of standard operation 
procedure. 

In a brochure mailed out to ad- 
vertising agencies, costs are put at 
$1,500 for a half-hour, $2,500 for 
60 minutes, and $4,000 for two 
hours. This includes all time, tele- 
vision facilities, and production, 
exclusive of out-of-pocket expenses. 

The brochure which pitches 
“WOR-TV’'s Business Service Tele- 
vision” maintains that the station's 
coverage area takes in 10° of the 
country's population, inewhich 73% 
of all shares held in the U.S. is con- 
centrated, as well as being the na- 
tion’s financial and commercial 
center. The service also is said to 
offer a “100% commercial for your 
company and its product.” 

For an additional cost, WOR-TV 
plans to kinescope the program for | 
possible showing on out-of-town 
stations, management and sales 





meets, stockholders sessions, etc. 





Pundits Come Up With 
Some Provocative Slants: 
On ‘TV for Children’ | 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


“Conflict and choice character- 
ize our society,” says a new re- 
port prepared by Boston’s (Sol- 
omon Agoos’ legacy) Foundation 
for Character Education. ‘“Televi- 
sion for children, if it is to be in 
harmony with the dominant values 
of our society cannot escape the 
cultivation of this precarious, per- 
haps anxious, but exhilirating bal- 
ance. 
children must be the development 
of the child at his own rate of 
speed into an adult who can find 
his life satisfactions within this 
scheme of diversity and unity.” 


The language quoted above will 
surely identify the report as pre- 
pared by scholarly minds, though 
some of them masquerade as 
broadcasters. The 60 pp booklet, 
just out, bears the uncomplicated 
(for a learned dissertation) title 
of “Television For Children.” 

Nearly half the programs aimed 
at children are loaded for “action” 
which is generally okay since “ag- 
gression, which is a fundamental 
problem to the child in his develop- 
ment, is expressed by physical 
violence confronting physical dan- 


ger.” Typical format of the tele-| up 


casters is superbly described as 
“violence in an _ over-simplified 
moral situation.” But it is often 
overlooked, argues the report, that 
the child wants action rather than 
violence itself. Violence may be 
accepted as action but it often 
alienates many children, and espe- | 
cially girls. 

Tracing the various kinds of tv 
formats and the changing tastes of 
moppets at rising age levels the | 
booklet allays parental fears. | 
Tests have established that tele-; 
vision addiction does not, contrary | 
to earlier fears, forever separate 
the rising generation from interest 
in books. To the contrary. Spec- 
fic reading interests are sometimes 
stimulated by video story expos- 
ures. 

Expanding a thoughtful attempt 
to relate social and educational 
complexities in midcentury Amer- 


(Continued on page 40) 


Linkletter, Guedel 





Charge Plagiarism 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Plagiarism was charged in $1,- 
100,000 suit filed here last week 
against CBS-TV “To Tell the 
Truth,” by Art Linkletter and John 
Guedel, of “People Are Funny” 
show. 

Suit contends that “Truth” copied 
and misappropriated material cre- 
ated and previously used on “Peo- 
ple.” Defendants are CBS, Good-! 
son-Todman Enterprises (owners | 
of “Truth”), Pharmaceuticals Inc., 
show sponsors, and KNXT, web's | 
cutlet here. 





very first Mell Jass “Party Line” 
henceforth will be tape-recorded 


Jass on the air the moderator is a 
initials. 


to 10 seconds between the actual 
the broadcast. 


the latter directly on the air via 





girls or sex. 


Listeners Resent ‘Bagsy-Eyed S.0.B. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 


Putting dialers directly on the air via their telephone calls to 
voice opinions on various discussion subjects and to give vent to 
grips, quite the most popular radio thing and vogue here currently, 
is proving to have its expected hazards 

Adopting new programming that goes in strongly for 
interest shows,sWTCN encountered embarrassing moments on the 

j show. As a result, all phone calls 


human 


instead of going directly on the 


ir. 
What flabbergasted the station was the uttering of a nasty word 

by a telephone caller before he could be shut off and, almost im- 

mediately on top of this faux pas, another telephone caller telling 


“baggy-eyed s.o.b.,” not using the 


The telephone calls now are tape fed from a recorder into the 
playback that puts them on the airwaves. Enough of a gap is main- 
tained between the two gadgets so that there’s a delay of seven 


conversation or opinionating and 


All phone calls now are monitored and there’s plenty of time 
to cut off or obliterate any unwanted language. 

KSTP has been fortunate, according to 
thus far its audience participants on its ‘ 


its executives, because 
‘Talk Time” show, putting 
their telephone calls to the sta- 


tion, never have gotten out of line. 
However, WDGY likely will have to join WTCN in going to tape 
because of screwball calls whenever the subject gets around to 


The ends of television for|... 





Ww. Radio Production Centres 








+++ 


{| CBS brass on vacation: Hub echtieen Charles Oppenheim; next 
| week Bill Hylan; week after Merle Jones .. . Harry feeney, CBS-TV 
| trade news manager, back at desk after fortnight hiatus . . . Cedric 
Hardwicke hosting “Playhouse 90" Thursday (15) . Martha Wright, 
Jackie Miles, Everly Bros. and Tina Robin guest on Vie Damone’s Aug. 
21 telecast . Ken McGregor will direct “My True Story” on NBC 
Radio after it "makes the shift from ABE . .. CBS Radio’s ‘Ma Perkins” 
today (Wed.) becomes second soaper to enter its 25th year on the air; 
Virginia Payne has been playing the title performer since show — 
on—and has never missed a performance . . . “Celestial Omnibus,” 
E. M. Forster yarn adopted by NATO soldier Richard Shattuck = 
Italy, will be Sunday (18) broadcast on!“CBS Radio Workshop” .. . 
Dave Kerman and Jim Drommond into “Wendy Warren and News” .. . 
Toni Darnay pinchhitting for Claire Niesen in CBS’ “Backstage Wife,” 
while latter vacations abroad .. . Skip Homeier does “Suspense Sun- 
day (18) . . . Editor Russell Lynes and Virgilia Peterson doing “Last 
Word” Sabbath (18) . . . CBS Radio director of news, special events 
Dave Driscoll back from 10-days on Long Island ... WCBS Radio gen- 
eral manager Sam Slate to lecture this fall at N.Y.U. ‘on local radio 
Stripper Georgia Sethern was “Entertainment Press Conference” 
target last eve (Tues.) on WABD . ,. . Bob Haymes began new WNEW 
show Monday (12)-—after leaving four years ago; stanza is from noon to 
2 daily ... Bem Grauer off last week for month in Europe. 

The ty situation for newsmen got a going over last night (Tues.) at 
| an off-the-record session at the Overseas Press Club. The panel on 
“Today’s Pressures on Radio-Television Commentators” consisted of 
John Wingate, the.“Night Beat” newshawk and WOR newscaster; Sam 
Sharkey, NBC’s news director; John Day, News chief for CBS; and 
George Hamilton Combs, ABC’s top newsman .. . Ellen Adler, an off- 
Broadway actress formerly seen in the Circle in the Square produc- 
tions of “La Ronde” and “The Cradle Song,” has been signed as perma- 
nent assistant to Art Ferd on WABD’s weekly variety show, “Art Ford's 
Greenwich Village House Party,” slated for Sept. 15 debut .. . Actress 
Lili Valenti has returned from Hollywood where she has just com- 
pleted filming a top featured role with Anna Magnani and Anthony 
Quinn in “A Woman Obsessed.” She has had several tv leads and is in 
New York to consider a number of tv offers, as well as a new play. Her 
last appearance on Broadway was in “Anastasia”... Jeanne L. Meyer, 
radio-tv director for Medical & Science Communications, Inc. (and 
CBS alumnus), flying to Italy for first European trip . . . Mutual picked 
“Jazz Under the Stars” event at Wollman Memorial Park concert in 
Central Park Saturday (10) on its live “Bandstand, U.S.A.” program. 

Vacationing from WMGM: Jock Bill Edmonds, in Kansas City; iraffic 
chief Irwin Spiegel, cruising up to Cape Cod; flack Brenda Fuerst, in 
Suffolk County; Sportscaster Vinee Scully marries Joan Crawford, of 
Somerset, Mass., in the fall. 

Georgia Gibbs took off on Sabena for a week in Cannes, France, 
| Where she will take part in the Palm Beach Casino “gala,” which will 
| be filmed for inclusion in her tv show . .. BBC would like it cleared up 
| that Jack Benny’s tv appearance abroad on Aug. 28 is not a cuffo stint; 
also Mary Livingston is not appearing on show with him . .. Ernie 
| Otte, ex-NBC, ex-Frank Goodman, to Steve Allen show as his personal 
press rep ... Chester R. Vail, account exec with Benton & Bowles, 
|named a v.p.... Gene Austin, coming in from Houston, will do a guest- 
| ing stint on the “Jimmy Dean Show” Saturday (17) night, stopping in 
New York before going to Washington. 


IN HOLLYWOOD 


Pete Kortner was moved up from story editor to associate producer 
of CBS-TV’s “Playhouse 90.” Also promoted was Mort Granas to the 
post of cost administration manager at Television City .. Frank 
Cooper bought tv rights to the radio old timer, “20 Questions” and is 
now auditioning panelists for a late winter sale . . . Jim Parsons, for- 
mer Don Lee publicity director, has his own used car lot in suburban 
Southgate .. . Rosemary LaPlanche, ex-Miss America, donned western 
regalia to hostess “Midnight Movies” on KABC-TV for Ranch Market 

. CBS flack Jerry Conway transferred to Howard Meighan’s beach 
amusement operation for the web'in partnership with Santa Anita Turf 
Club . . . Ralph Nelson, producer of “Climax,” video-taped last week’s 
show night before the telecast and next morning summoned the entire 
cast and crew to watch for fluffs and inadequacies. All agreed it was 
well worth it and may become standard procedure on “Climax” and 
“Playhouse 90” ... Pinky Lee passed a few days in town for inter- 
views . .. Residuals are keeping Hal Peary in style at Manhattan Beach. 
Comes into town occasionally for a guest shot or commercial to keep 
his hand in . . . Charles Denny, Mac Clifford and Charles Colledge 
surveyed the NBC facilities with John K. West, division veepee, to have 
everything in order for next season. 


‘IN CHICAGO . 


Jimmy Moorehead, ie nine years with ABC here, moves to San 
| Francisco next week . . . WGN’s Mary Elaine Zerler vacationing in 
Guatemala . . Coca-Cola picking up tab for three days of Lee Phillip’s 
| new morning show, “Mornin’ Miss Lee” . Don MeNeill making series 
of Buffrin commercials at Wilding Studios .. . Dorsey Connors model- 
| ing an Indian sari, which she bought on her recent Honolulu vacation, 
if Saddle and Cycle Club party Monday (19) to help raise funds for the 

yric Opera . .. Charles King’s new rep house, FM Unlimited, has 
“added KISS-FM, “San Antonio, Tex. Colleen Newell has replaced 
| Bette Chapel as gal singer on “Richard "Lewellen Show”... Sam Wein- 
stein’s “Bowl, the Professor” on WBKB changing to distaff competition 
this Sunday (18) as “Bowling Queens” Donald P. Anderson, ex- 
NBC, New York, appointed radio-tv assistant at IIT here ... WGN 
musical director Robert Trendler has included one of his own cleffings, 
“Les Cieux de Paris,” in his new Cinema album, “Lovely Way to Spend 
an Evening” . WMAQ'’s Charles Chan taping shows ahead for his 
Nassau vacation, which starts Aug. 23. 


IN LONDON ... 


Eric Robinson celebrates 10 years as conductor of his orch for BBC- 
TV Aug. 24 with a special show entitled “Personally Conducted” . . 
Associated-Rediffusion will feature Fernandel in its “Close Up” show 
tonight (Wed.). Clips from several of his pictures including “The seed 
Has Five Legs” and “The Dressmaker” will be screened . 

Gracie topped the bill of Associated TeleVision’s “Sunday Night At 
Blackpool,” (11) . ABC-TV’s “Box Office” program sreened excerpts 
from “Beau James,” “To Yuma,” and “His Other Woman,” last Sat. 
(10)... Larry Adler will give a harmonica recital on BBC-TV Aug. 22 
. . . Two filmed series, “Assignment Foreign Legion,” and “Topper,” 
will be aired later this month by Associated-Rediffusion . . . Associated 
TeleVision’s serial “Emergency—Ward 10,” notched 50 performances 
last Fri. (9). The show was originally intended to run for 12 episodes 


IN BOSTON 


WHDH ran a “corn day” at Concord, agricultural promosh with the 
Mass. Dept. of Agriculture, with Joe Kelly, farm and food director, 
handling 1,200 ears and station rang the “corn crier’s bell” on all pro- 
grams ... John McLellan, WHDH “Top Shelf” jazz music program 

(Continued on page 40) 
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DECLINE AND FALL OF ‘T-H-T’ 





Day-and-Dating Queen & Winnie 


By one of those fortuitous circumstances, Britannia will rule the 
airways and the N.Y. sector in particular on Oct. 20 with a Queen 
Elizabeth-Winston Churchill parlay that was entirely unpremedi- 


tated at the time of its planning. 


Oct. 20 is the date that the new ‘20th Century” show premieres 
on CBS-TV. The initial offering will be the 60-minute 
That’s the same day that Queen Elizabeth will get 
blanket tv-radio coverage upon her arrival in N.Y. from Washing- 


Churchill.” 

ton. 
NBC, 

guest on 





“Life of 


incidentally, says it’s positively not so that Elizabeth will 
“Queen For A Day” when she arrives in N.Y. 


Chi WBKB’ $ Strike Strategy 


Quinlan’s Coeds, Alert’ to Expedite Business- 
As-Usual Just in Case 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 

Walkoff by National Assn. of 
Broadcast Employees & Techni- 
cians at ABC-TV last week, pur- 
portedly “to write grievances,” has 
cued the local o&0, WBKB, to set 
up a permanent emergency alert 
plan in case of future NABET inci- 
dents. Station went off the air for 
an hour last Tuesday (6), until the 
administrative personnel could 
take over the controls, and the 
desk set remained on alert for the 
remainder of the week, although 
presumably the union had settled 
its grievances in New York. 

There was a local aspect to the 
union's case against “American 
Bandstand,” new network show 
originating from WFIL-TV, a Phil- 
adelphia affiliate of ABC-TV. It 
involved the double-feeding of the 

Bhow on videotape for delayed 
broadcasting by a single crew. As 

a precaution against another flare- 
oo by NABET while negotiations 
were going on, WBKB maintained 
its alert and even went so far as to 
reserve 40 rooms in a Loop hotel 
for commuters who might have had 
te work into the night. 

Sterling (Red) Quinlan, veep and 
general manager of WBKB, said 
he’s planning to put into effect a 
permanent alert plan, organized in 
depth, to expedite station opera- 
tions in case of strikes. It would 
involve the training of office per- 
sonnel in some of the technical 
jobs and the maintaining of skele- 
ton crews at all times. Quinlan said 
he had 40 non-union men, most of 
them from Balaban & Katz The- 
atres, a sister corporation, ready to 
take the places of the NABET en- 
gineers if they were going to 
strike. 

Quinlan, who doesn’t mince his 
words, called the NABET walkoff 


CBS Finds Clients 
For Radio Sports 


CBS Radio closed sales this week 
with Chesebrough-Ponds for 12 
Saturdays of the “Football Score- 
board” and with Reynolds Metals 
for the Hambletonian, major trot- 
ting race on Aug. 27. It’s the first 
time in several years, according to 
a CBS spokesman, that the radio 
network has sold an audio-only 
sports show. 

C-P, for Vaseline, will be taking 
two quarter-hours every Saturday 
on CBS, beginning Sept. 14, to 
roundup the football scores. The 
buy was made in four parts, with 
different wrapups emanating from 
Dallas for the southwest, from At- 
lanta for the southeast, from Chi- 
cago for the midwest and from 
somewhere on the Coast. CBS exec 
producer in sports James Dolan 
has arranged for the two shows to 
be aired between 5 and 6 p.m. 
in their respective time zones. 

The Hambletonian, which used 
to come from Goshen, N. Y., will 
happen in Duquoin, Ill., on the 
27th. Reynolds has bought first 
heat for airing between 5 and 5:10 
p.m. and the key heats from be- 
tween 5:50 and 6. Buy, unlike 
C-P’s, is national. 

It was pointed out that the only 
sports sales made by CBS Radio 
in the past few years have been 
as simulcasts with tv. 








s 
+ 


‘ ie ’ - 

Day & Night’ Lewine 
With NBC-TV planning no re- 
placement for Mort Werner, who 
resigned recently to join Kaiser 
Industries, the network will desig- 
nate nighttime programming v.p. 
Robert Lewine to also head up the 
daytime program operation. 
Lewine will report to v.p. Manie 
Sacks. 


Chi TV Stations 
In Mad Race For 
10-11 Supremacy 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 

WNBQ, for the first time in 
seven years, is drastically altering 
its 10-11 nightly lineup this fall in 
an effort to improve faltering rat- 

station, which 
once championed the prime hour, 
not only has ylelded inchmeal to 
WBBM-TV’s similar formula but 
has, according to the June ARB, 
descended to last place in a field 
of four stations for the period. 
WBBM-TV is also making a singu- 
lar change in the hour. 

Starting Sept. 30, WNBQ with- 
draws its Four Star news-weather- 
sports-women’s package from di- 
rect conflict with WBBM-TV’s 
news-weather-variety bulwark in 
the first half hour and instead is 
slotting it behind, in the 10:30 to 
11 period, adjacent NBC's “To- 
night.” (Station, by the way, is hop- 
ing the new Jack Paar showcase 
will help hypo the preceding 
hour). 

At 10, to compete with the CBS 
station’s high-rated “Standard 
News and Weather Roundup” and 
“In Town Tonight,” WNBQ plans 
to pit its most potent half-hour 
syndicated films four nights of the 
week, moving Jack Eigen’s inter- 
view show into the spot on Tues- 
days. At this point, the station 
hasn't determined what syndicated 
features it will use, but Jules Her- 
buveaux, v.p. of the NBC o&o, in- 
dicated they would be “the strong- 
est series that aren’t rooted firm- 
ly to other time periods.” 

Fog the second half-hour, where 
WBBM-TV’s ratings taper off, 
WNBQ is slotting a revised Four 
Star layout, expanded to Five 
Stars: 10 minutes of local news 


~(Continued on page 42) 


ALEX SEGAL SET FOR 
2 ‘PLAYHOUSE 90’S’ 


— Aug. 13. 

Alex Segal has be 1 set to di- 
rect two “Playhouse 90” hour-and- 
half dramas on CBS-TV after first 
of year, producer Martin Manulis 
disclosed last week. 

John Frankenheimer is _ sole 
holdover from last year’s director- 
ial crew, with Arthur Penn, Frank- 
lin Schaffner and George Roy Hill 
also set for coming season, So far, 
10 scripts have been prepped for 
1957-58 campaign, and series will 








stick to same format. 

In another promotion within “90” 
ranks, Peter Kortner, story editor 
of the series, was upped to as- 








sociate producer by Manulis. 


| 
| 


| 
| Paar version of “Tonight,” its fifth | 
| for mat in slightly over a year, 


| points up the sad estate to which 


| TV. 








SAD TIMES FOR 
MAG CONCEPT 


By BOB CHANDLER 


Recent premiere of the Jack} 


jand the demise of “Home,” 
the entire “magazine concept” of 
programming has fallen at NBC- 
Just over a year ago, the 
“Today” - “Home” -“Tonight” com- 
bine was a healthy, thriving and 
almost indispensable part of NBC's 
sales and programming setup, bill- 
ing at the rate of about $17,000,000 
a year. Today, NBC will be lucky if 
it gets $3,000,000 this year out of 
the surviving remnants of the 
three. 

“Home” has fallen by the way- 
side and foldéd as of last Friday 
(9). “Tonight's” new format may 
very well be its last—Paar is 
signed only until the end of De- 
cember, and the two pieces of busi- 


ness booked thus far for the show |= 


don’t run past that date either. 
“Today” has fallen in _ ratings, 
prestige and sales. Actually, 
“Today” will be the only bread- 
winner of the erstwhile trio this 
year, an its total revenues aren't 
expected to exceed the $3,000,000 
mark, certainly not at the current 
level of sales for the show, a level 
which has persisted since NBC 
—_ up the old “T-H-T” sales 
unit. 
Beginning of The End 

What happened? 

It mostly started with Steve 
Allen. When Allen toplined “To- 
night,” it was a healthy if not a 
black-ink sales operation. The rat- 
ings, Allen's identity and the obvi- 
ous merchandising factors gave 
NBC something to sell. Beyond 
this, a healthy “Tonight” made the 

“T-H-T” combine realistic, since a 
buyer could get value in all three 
shows. 

Then, a year ago June, NBC 
launched Allen as its Sunday night 
entry against Ed Sullivan. Initially, 
Allen did three “Tonight” shows a 
week, then dropped out completely 
because of the pressures of his 
Sunday night show. Ernie Kovacs 
took over, but it was clecr that 
Kovacs’ tenure was temporary. 
Finally, last January, came the 
“America After Dark” fiasco, which 
drove every last bit of business off 
the show. 

Meanwhile, “Home” had been 
slipping, and last September NBC 
changed the format slightly and 

(Continued on page 42) 


‘Hey, Getcha!’ Spielers 
Go Strawhat on Baseball 





Sponsor Public 


“ 
> 





Katz as Katz Can 

When The Katz Agency, na- 
tional spot rep, and Joseph 
Katz Co, advertising agency, 
were both located at 488 Madi- 
son Ave. sometime ago, they 
were forever getting the 
wrong mail. Even before and 
since the confusion has been 
going on with the post of- 
fice—for about three decades, 
as a matter of fact. 

But the problem was com- 
pounded last week when Katz 
(the rep) got a letter meant for 
Katz (the ad agency) from 
Katz (of Philadelphia). The 
latter is the Benjamin Katz 
Agency, in advertising and 
public relations. 


It's Now Become Fashionable To 


Affairs on TY; 


Kodak May Enroll as Client 


The upcoming season will be 
marked by a sharp upbeat in spon- 
sor acceptance of public affairs 
programming. Not only has CBS- 
TV succeeded in selling its 10- 
hour long “Conquest” specials on 
science to Monsanto Chemical Co., 
at an estimated $2,000,000 time- 
and-talent tab ‘see separate story) 
but there's strong likelihood that 
Eastman Kodak may underwrite 
the same network's longrunning 
“Let’s Take A Trip” sustainer, 
which is also out of the web's pub- 
affairs shop. 

Add to this the $2,000,000-plus 
with which Prudential jis under- 
writing the forthcoming “Twen- 
tieth Century” series on i: ‘BS, plus 
Bell Telephone’s continued al- 
legiance to the Frank Capra science 
series, which shifts over to NBC 
next , and it all attests to a 





WCBS in Drastic 
Daytime Overhaul, 


First m 2 Years 


Practically the entire local day- 
time program schedule of WCBS 
New York flag of CBS Radio, will 
be overhauled on Sept. 2—the first 
major change in the station's line. 
up in two years. Among the most 
important changes that will result 
will be Allan Jackson's first live 
all-local news show, the almost im- 
minent end to John Henry Faulk 
as one of the afternoon entries, 
four news shows a morning for 
Olin Tice instead of one and the 
shifting of Lanny Ross from the 
afternoon to the morning and that 
of Martha Wright and Jim Lowe 
from morning to afternoon. Bill 
Leonard will be returning to the 
air with an early evening edition 
of “Around New York.” 

Station, clearly No. 2 in the met- 
ropolitan area most of the day, 
is making the big shifts partially 
because of the new Ford Motor Co. 
biz, to begin on the CBS Radio net- 
work at the same time. WCBS did 
not spell out exactly how the Ford 
deal will affect the station, but it 
was assumed the overall intention 
was to give the network more flex- 
ibility in location the Ford pack- 
ages. 

Ford’s buy of Arthur Godfrey, 
in a new show for the gabber from 
5:05 to 5:30 daily, will eliminate 
the remaining portion of the Faulk 


' 





Junket to Old Cape Cod 


Sagamore, Mass., Aug. 13. 

Mel Allen and Phil Rizzuto, N.Y. 
Yankee sportscasters for P. Ballan- 
tine & Sons, Newark beer and ale- 
ry, get a chance to “see how 
the other half plays” Wednesday 
night (14) at the midsummer All 
Star Game of the Cape Cod base- 
ball (amateur) league. 

The spielers will be guests of 
honor and present Most Valuable 
Player trophies, donated by Ballan- 
tine, to the two top players in the 
Patti Page circuit. Allen and Riz- 
zuto plane to the Cape from Bos- 
ton, following their WINSer (N.Y.) 
of the Red Sox-Yankee afternoon 
game in the Hub, for the night 
game here. 

Ed Fisher, newly appointed p.r. 
manager at Bally and former Yan- 
kees promotion director, will host 
Allen, Rizzuto and League officials. 
the press and radio at an informal 
pre-game dinner. 

Cape Cod AM-FMer, WOCB, to 
carry play-by-play and MVP cere- 
monies with sports director Ed 
Semprini at the mike. Through- 
out the season WOCB has been 
earrying Three Ring “Player of 
the Week” awards on behalf of 
donor Ballantine. 

Hot weather promotion was set 
up and directed by Don Walsh, 
v.p. and Ballantine account exec 


talk-and-platter-spinning session. 
The Texan, on the station for sev- 
eral years, is first slated to lose the 
last half-hour of his strip, which 
runs from 5:30 to 6. It may be that 
the Godfrey deal will not become 
a fact until after the initial Faulk 
cutback takes place on Sept. 2. 





Jackson, who has beeu on from 
6 to 6:15 nightly, as the network's! 
newscaster, will start doing a live) 
show exclusively for WCBS at the) 
time of the changes. His network 
show, it is understood, will continue 
at 6 p.m. as well, but it will be heard} 
on tape. Jackson will play the local| 
angle as much as possible in his) 
first local format. 

Jack Sterling will retain the! 
weekday time between 5:30 and 9) 
ayem, but his 6 to 7:45 biock, here-| 
tofore uninterrupted on a pegular| 
basis, will also contain news strips! 
by Tice. Tice will be heard at 6.30-! 


(Continued on page 42) 


Goldstein Exits CBS 


Jack Goldstein is exiting the CBS 
Press Dept., which he joined in 
1952. Initially brought in as direc- 
tor of exploitation, after many 
years in the film biz in similar as- 
signments, for the past few years 
he was devoting most of his time 
to the Jackie Gleason show. 

Goldstein's future plans are in- 








at Allied Public Relations, N.Y. 





definite. 


new-found respect for an area of 
programming which in the past has 
represented a money-out-of-pocket 
rap for the networks. 

The recognition that qualitative 
pubaffairs programming can be re- 
warding as well as fashionable 
came last season when the Pruden- 
tial-sponsored “Air Power” series 


| sueceeded in knocking Roy Rogers 


out of the rating box. It eased the 
task for the others in embracing 
Madison Ave. loyalty to the pub- 
affairs scheme. 

Over the past few years, the CBS- 
TV Public Affairs Division has been 
operating on a budget of about 
$7,000,000 a year for its news and 
more ambitious information shows. 
Some of the news (such as Doug 
Edwards) has been sponsored, but 
for the most part it’s been a case of 
CBS carrying the freight. This sea- 
son there will be something in the 
neighborhood of $4,000,000 in spon- 
soring coin incoming, but even so 
CBS will be pouring in about $5,- 
000,000 over and above the sponsor 
take. 

CBS clings to the hope that it 
can sell its “Last Word” sustainer. 
Show has become the “darling of 
the minority” with some fabulous 
newspaper-magazine space to its 
credit. However, it's only copping 
about half the rating that “Tele- 
phone Time” succeeded in spearing 
in the Sunday at 6 period and if it 
goes unsold the network will have 
no alternative but to yank it, since 
Sunday at 6 is now valuable spon- 
sor-bait time. In that case, “Last 
Word” would probably disappear 
completely for the fall, since its 
usual afternoon berth would be 
monopolized by pro football pick- 
ups, with “Word” returning next 
January. 


0'Fallon’s Denver 
Bid for Toll-TV 


Denver, Aug. 13. 

A franchise has been asked of 
City Council for a toll television 
setup, to use the same system as 
used by telephones and burglar 
alarm systems. Since this is Den- 
ver's first experience with such a 
request the query has been sub- 


mitted to the city attorney for a 
|legal okay. 
The permit has been applied for 


by Gene O'Fallon & Sons, which 
has had extensive experience in 
both television and radio. O'Fallon 
was first on the air with television 
here, and for more than 25 years 
operated radio station KFEL. Both 
outlets have been sold by O'Fallon. 

If the plans get a legal okay it is 
expected public hearings will be 
held on the application for a non- 
exclusive franchise, according to 
the president of the City Council. 

O'Fallon said the service would 
be available to all who desire toll- 
tv in addition to present free pro- 
gramming. The offerings would 
include opera, first-run films, 
ballet, theatrical attractions, edu- 
cational courses, sports events, de- 
bates, discussions, sales and medi- 
cal clinics. 
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Fast-Buck Guys on 


And Good Riddance, Sez Bob Levitt; 


the Way Out 


Cal. Nat's ‘Continuity of Product 


s 





By GEORGE ROSEN 

The day fast 
when the irresponsible guy whose 
sole intent is to grab a fast buck 
and run for the hills will be elimin- 
ated from the tv film picture—-and 
the industry will be far better off. 
So observes Robert D. Levitt, presi- 
dent of California National Pro- 


is 


ductions, who as one of ihe more 
astute enterpreneurs in the busi- 
ness is currently in the process of 
charting the type of longrange 
operational! pattern that will make 


the NBC subsid one of the more 
responsible organizations in vidpix 
production and distribution, 

There are still a lot of opportun- 
ists around, says Levitt; guys who 
have no hesitancy about compro- 
mising the future of the industry 
so long as they can clobber the 
customer today. It’s particularly 
vital to the indie producer to rid 
the business of such elements. But 
by the very nature of the business, 
Levitt adds, they can’t survive. 
And only then, when the quick- 
buck guy with the peanut stand 
inventory has run his course will 
the vidpix industry assume the 
status a Cadillac enjoys among 
automotives. And with the articu- 
late policy makers with that long- 
range look at the helm, the whole 
industry will be accelerated. 

Levitt is making his own (and 
Cal Nat's) contribution toward that 
goal, and thanks to the administra- 
tive talents brought to the job by 
the ex-publisher of Hearst's Ameri- 
can Weekly, the Cal Nat picture is 
a far different one today from the 
floundering organization it was a 
short eight months ago, when 
Levitt was initially voted his re- 
volving fund for development of 
new programs. 

No longer ago than last Novem- 
ber Cal Nat was finding it difficult 
to get off the ground. There were 
recurring reports that (1) Ziv was 
in process of buying it; (2) MCA 
was taking it over. In truth, the 
situation was such that it wouldn't 
have taken much prodding for NBC 
to unload its tv film arm. 

Today Cal Nat occupies a re- 
spected niche in the overall scheme 
of things, with fully 50% of 
Levitt'’s initial production ambi- 
tious already bearing fruit. The 
“Silent Service” series is off to the 
races; “Boots and Saddles” and 
“Union Pacific” will be in produc- 
tion simultaneously ‘Levitt is 
currently on the Coast overseeing 
the start of “Pacific” on the Metro 
lot); two more series will be shot in 
England, one on the immediate 
horizon in association with Asso- 

(Continued on page 38) 


Habitant, Loblaw 
Into ‘Grey Ghost’ 


Loblaw Inc., a grocery chain, 
is the latest regional buy client 
on CBS Film Sales first-run syndi- 
cated property “Grey Ghost.” Lob- 
law bought the skein for Buffalo, 
Rochester and Syracuse, N.Y., as 
well as Erie, Pa. 

“Our Miss Brooks,” 130 episodes 
of which have just been put into 
syndication by CBS Film Sales, 
was bought by CBS o&o's, WCBS, 
N.Y., and KNXT, Los Angeles, as 
well as Storer stations in Detroit, 
Philadelphia and Cleveland. The 
series, to be stripped, also has been 
bought by WDAU, Scranton, Pa. 

Habitant Soups has bought “Grey 
Ghost” for the entire New England 
area, with Bosten and Hartford 
already set, and other markets -to 
be worked out. “Grey Ghost” buy 
represents the entry of Habitant 
and Loblaw into the syndication 


field. Colonial Store has bought 
the property for Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia 
and Alabama—a regional buy of 
interest as pointed out previously 
in Variery. Pilot of the skein, 
which concerns itself with a 
Southern hero, Gen. John Mosby, 
was nixed as a network entry be- 
cause of “contreversial” angles 
anent its Civil War setting. dn 
syndication, it’s proving that 
southern advertisers and stations 


are flocking to the series. 


iv 


approaching 


by 


Transfilm’s Midwest 
Setup; Maitland Named 


Transfilm begins a midwest di- 
vision this week. The New York 
telefilm commercial and industrial 
film producer opens a branch in 
Pittsburgh under Ralph Maitland. 


Maitland was formerly with Wild- 


in® Pictures Productions and cover- | for newspaper advertising space to |6 


‘Let's Settle North-South Issue 
Before Creating East-West 


? 


ing the same sales area between 
N. Y. and Chicago. Company will 
build complete midwest production 
facilities. Only other Transfilm 
studios are in N.Y. 


Metro-TV Eyeing 
Foreign Horizons; 
Thin Man’ in Brit. 


Metro TV, just getting its feet 





is eyeing the foreign market, with 
negotiations launched for telecast- 
ing in the United Kingdom of “The 
Thin Man” series, sold in the U. S. 
ee for network airing this 
all. 

Charles (Bud) Barry, Metro TV 
v.p. working under the planned tv 
expansion plan mapped out under 
the direction of prez Joseph Vogel, 
recently returned from a London 
trip, where he negotiated “The 
Thin Man” series with the British 
Broadcasting Co. and commercial 
contractors. Deal on the skein js 
expected to jell within a week. 
Helping Metro TV’s planned push 
in the foreign field is the far flung 
exchange operation of Loew's In- 
ternational, personnel of which 
will be briefed to handle tele- 
films as well as theatrical pix. 

Metro, which Mas a studio in 
London, also hopes to roll a series 
there by next year. Studio now is 
cutting its telefilm production 
teeth there via Sheldon Reynold’s 
lens-leasing for “Dick and the 
Duchess.” Still held out as a pos- 
sibility for London filming is “Mr. 
Chips,” but whether that property 
goes or not, there will be one set 
within the next 12 months, accord- 
ing to plans. 

On the pre-'48 library, Barry is 
slated to go to Canada shortly for 
a tv deal there, involving entire 
library of over 700 pix. Metro TV 
has no library tv plans in other 
foreign markets at this stage. 

As soon as pilots on “Northwest 
Passage” and “Min and Bill” are 


the U.K. markets. Additionally, 
Metro TV is ready to dub in 
French on any of the series, hay- 
ing a complete dubbing operation 
in Paris for theatrical pix. 


Altman Pacted to Shoot 
‘Suspicion’ Telefilm 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Alfred Hitchcock's Shanlee Pro- 
ductions has signed Robert Alt- 
man Co., in unusual deal, to be 
production firm and do actual lens- 
ing of an hour-long NBC-TV “Sus- 
picion” telepie, to roll Aug. 19 in 
Gotham. Segment is “Heartbeat,” 
starring David Wayne, and will be 
filmed entirely on location in and 
around N. Y. 

Altman, who with George W. 
George producéd and directed 
“The James Dean Story,” plapes 
to Fairmount, Indiana, Aug. ‘13, 
for ;reem of the pic, being re- 
leased by Warners. He then re- 
turns to Gotham for Hitchcock as- 
signment. 


Industrial Pix Sales 

Acquisition of five industrial 
films for tv distribution has been 
made by Sterling-Movies. 

The five industrials and their 
sponsors are: “Fun Across the Sea,” 
Italian Line; “Nassau,” British 
Overseas Airways; “Saucepan Sor- 
cery,” Swift & Co.; “Fishing Sea- 
son,” General Electric; and “Be- 
told the Pickle,” National Pickle 











Packers Assn. 


wet in the telefilm field, already | 


completed, they will be pitched to |. 


‘As Far as Stan Hubbard 
Is Concerned, Features 
Can Stay ‘in Cupboard 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 
KSTP-TV will continue its pres- 
(ent policy of ignoring the video 
| programming trend toward Holly- 
| wood major producers’ theatre fea- 
|ture films, according to Stan Hub- 
| bard, president-general manager of 
|the local NBC outlet, one of the 
| nation’s largest and most successful 
stations. 

This, too, is in the face of the 
fact that WTCN-TV here, under 
jits new Time ownership, just has 
acquired the Warner Bros. tv. li- 
| brary to supplement its 20th-Fox 
| lineup and is spending much money 


| acquaint the public with the devel- 
; opment. 

| It's also in the face of the fur- 
er fact that another local station, 
MGM.-T\V, practically confines it- 
self to the M-G-M feature film 
video releases and some other such 
fare. 

But Hubbard cites ARB figures 
to back up his claim that the KSTP- 
TV syndicated half-hour especially- 
produced-for-tv pictures are get- 
ting a larger percentage of the 
video audience in competition with 
the theatre features on other local 
| stations. 

Moreover, declares Hubbard, his 
station is completely sold out of 
after-6 p.m. time when ether sta- 
tions rely heavily on the feature 
films. 


Lab Technicians 
Still Deadlocked 


The deadlock between the lab 
technicians of International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical & Stage Em- 
ployees union, local 702, and the 
New York telefilm processing 
laboratories is several weeks old. 
And there are no prospects of a 
settlement in sight. 

Union, after breaking off nego- 
tiations three weeks ago with 
spokesmen for over 20 large Goth- 
am labs, has kept its men working 
a maximum 40-hour week. Many 
labs are feeling the pinch, since 
they are accustomed to paying 
overtime and working longer work 
weeks, 

Meanwhile, considerable film 
processing biz is known to have 
shifted elsewhere. Some of it has 
gone to the Coast, but other large 
batches have ended up in Boston 
and Baltimore labs, it is reported. 

Union wants a package increase 
for an estimated 1,300 employees. 


TPA Foreign Sales 
Climb as 3 More 
Series Are Dubbed 


Television Programs of America 
recently racked up some new sales 
in Britain and Latin America and 
in preparation for another Latin 
American sales push is dubbing 
three more series in Spanish and 
the “pilot” of a fourth. 

Sales include the. complete se- 
ries of 32 episodes of “Mystery Is 
My Business” to Associated Redi- 
fusion of Great Britain. Inciden- 
tally, the latter outfit is co-produc- 
ing “Tugboat Annie” with TPA, 
with filming underway in Canada. 

In Latin America, “Fury” was 
sold in Puerto Rico and “Stage 7” 
in San Salvadore and Venezuela. 
Manny Reiner, TPA’s foreign chief 
recently returned from Europe, in 
light of new Latin American deals 
on “Stage 7” reassessed the sales 
power of anthologies in that mar- 
ket. The anthology does not rep- 
resent a “soft” category for Span- 
ish dubbed series, he now opines, 

Also in Puerto Rico, where tele- 
vision is growing along U.S. lines, 
TPA has sold second rerun rights 
on the “Count of Monte Cristo” to 
Brown Agency. 

The three new TPA series to be 
dubbed in Spanish include “New 
Adventures of Charlie Chan,” “The 
Count of Monte Cristo,” and “Mys- 
tery Is My Business.” Pilot dub- 
bing will be done on “Suzie,” (Pri- 
ivate Secretary). 


| th 
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some key indies, Westinghouse B: 


stations for similar projects. 


has Coast studio facilities, to join 


get a large station group together 
creative property. 





Those Station Partnerships 


Ever since the Screen Gems deal on “Casey Jones,” involving 


roadcasting, and other stations, in 


an arrangement akin to a partnership, many would-be producers 
of syndicated properties have been sounding out the partnered 


One station exec, while not wanting to discourage any possible 
production of telefilms, said however that he could only go along 
on what he considered “knock-out” projects, expressing his reluc- 
tance to spend station’s money and exec talent in that area. But 
the “Casey Jones” rumble also is heard in other quarters. Many 
indie stations have been asuing RKO Teleradio, which has a central 
film buying operation for its o&o’s under Mel Fenster and which 


in a production-distribution com- 


bine on syndicated properties. At ‘this stage, RKO execs are re- 
luctant, feeling that it is very difficult, if not nigh impossible, to 


to agree on the merits of a single, 


as 





Battle 





Governor TV Pacts 
Hickman Grid Pix 


Governor Television Attractions 
has acquired exclusive distribu- 
tion rights to the forthcoming 
Harold Hickman football-forecast 
telefilm series, being made by 
Derel Producing Associates. 

The 15-minute, 13-week series, 
going under the revised title “On 
the Goal Line with Herman Hick- 
man” has a kick-off date on tv 
stations of Sept. 20. Derel also 
has packaged the Overseas Press 
Club series, “Exclusive!” being 
handled by ABC Film Syndication, 
and is prepping the “Crime Club” 
teleseries, based on the mystery 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I read with great interest Wal- 
ter Lowendahl’s article in your 
TV Film Annual Issue and would 
like to make a few comments con- 
| cerning it. 

First, Walter himself sounds like 
a “prophet of doom” when he 
raises the very issue of New York 
production versus Hollywood. The 
commercial production field is a 
rapidly expanding one and there 
will always be room for good pro- 
ducers “independent” or “major” 
|and regardless of geographic loca- 
tion. 

I cannot fault his definition of is- 
sues. Certainly creative thinking 





line published by Doubleday. 





With Its Telefilm 


Success Formula 


WPIX, N. Y., one of the most 
heavily programmed telefilm sta- 
tions in the country, plans to con- 
tinue its half-hour filmed accent 
comes the fall, with about 60 tele- 
filmed programs planned. 

In preparation, the New York 
Daily News station has bought 
quite a number of first-run syndi- 
cated properties, in addition to a 
few rerun shows. It also has quite 
a backlog of half-hour material. 

First-run syndicated properties 
bought include: “‘Fomahawk,” “De- 
coy,” “Captain David Grief,” “The 
Grey Ghost,” “I Remember Mama,” 
“Frontier Doctor,” and “Casey 
Jones.” ‘Station on the latter 
series has an investment interest 
along with other stations. 

Reruns purchases include “Amos 
and Andy,” “Abbott & Costello,” 
which is being stripped, “Soldiers 
of Fortune.” “Kingdom of the 
Sea,” which was yanked for the 
baseball season, also will be one 
of the new fall properties. 

* Currently, station has three 
double exposure properties, “Code 
3,” “Highway Patrol” and “Silent 
Service,” and expects more from 
advertisers desiring a twin ride on 
two New York outlets with a series. 

WPIX is beginning its fall sell- 
ing campaign with a complete sell- 
out on the Monday through Friday, 
6 to 6:30 p.m. “Popeye” strip. Fol- 
lowing the baseball season “Pop- 
eye” also will be shown on Sun- 
days beginning Sept. 12, which re- 
mains open, Sponsors riding the 
Monday through Friday strip 
comes the fall will include Bosco, 
Junket, Miles Labs, Remco Toys, 
National Biscuit, American Charac- 
ter Doll and King Cone. 

New York indie began heavy 
telefilm programming about three 
years ago, staying away from the 
feature bandwagon in the heavily 
feature programmed New York 
market and giving up a number 
of live shows to telecast the half- 
hours. Last year, with its heavy 
accent on telefilms, station en- 
joyed a record year. 


Edsel Syndication Coin 

Some Edsel money appears to be 
trickling into syndication. 

In one of the initial buys of its 
kind, an Edsel dealer in Cleveland, 
William LaRiche, has bought re- 
runs of “Victory at Sea” for tele- 








and personalized service are the 


customer relationship. I do not 


k-- of building and keeping a 


believe he really thinks advertis- 


WPIX Wont Tinke | ing agencies are so naive as to con- 


|clude that size and/or facilities 
alone result in good film. It is 
true that the “Hollywood Majors” 
have greater facilities not only in 
terms of stages ‘but also as to op- 
ticals, set construction, makeup, 
wardrobe, props, and all the many 
and varied departments which are 
a vital part of film production, 
However, I think it is whistling in 
the dark to write off not only these 
great facilities but also the techni- 
eal knowledge of the thousands of 
trained technicians who operate 
them. 

I cannot subscribe to the thesis 
that in the beginning television 
came only to New York and then 
at some later date crept into Hol- 
lywood. 

UI-TV, a pioneer in the com- 
mercials field, made six tv spots 
for Lux in June 1948. I fail to see 
how this company, celebrating its 
10th anniversary in the commer- 
cials business, can be accused of 


(Continued on page 38) 


Ransehoff Eyes 
Filmways Buyout 


Filmways is expecied to end up 
being owned by one man. Negotia- 
tions have reportedly been going 
on between Marty Ransehoff and 
his partner Ed Casper for Ranse- 
hoff to buy the other's share in the 
tv film commercial unit. 

Casper, prexy of Filmways, is 
currently in Detroit on business for 
Filmways, and Ransehoff, No. 2 
man, is said to he in Europe. They 
went into business together at 
least four years ago. 


DeGaetano Film Ed On 
Lowell Thomas Series 


Alfred DeGaetano has been 
named executive editor of Odyssey 
Productions, which is now filming 
the telefilm series, “High Adven- 
ture with Lowell Thomas,” to be 
telecast over CBS-TV starting in 
November, with United Motors 
System and Delco-Remy divisions 
— aoe Motors picking up the 
ta 








Series will consist of seven one- 
hour color “specs” photographed 
mostly in remote areas in the world. 
DeGaetano had been film editor 
and supervisor film editor for 
20th-Fox and other major Holly- 
wood studios for more than 
years. He came to Odyssey from 
CBS-TV where he held the post 





casting this fall on WJW. 


of exec film editor. 
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IS BARTER BUBBLE BURSTING? 





Everybody's Got a ‘Bush Pilot’ 


In three successive weeks, there have either been announce- 
ments or reports on plans for Canadian production of a “Bush 
Pilot” series by three different groups. This week, Robert Law- 
rence Productions (Canada) Ltd., a company belonging to U.S. 
commercial telefilmer Bob Lawrence, has notified everybody that 
it's going to do a third “Bush Pilot,” making for an unprecedented 


hassle in the telepic industry. 
Lawrence, who says he’s been 


will produce a pilot and only continue with another 38 half-hour 
telepix if he corners a bankrolier. 
Pilot” has been registered for over a year with the Canadian gov- 
ernment and with Screen Writer. Guild in the U.S. Herman Borisoff 
has been inked te script the pilot. 

All three separately-produced series will apparently be marketed 
for fall. Three weeks ago, it was learned that Canadian producer 
Bernard Van Marken was to start his version of “Bush Pilot.” The 
following week another north-of-border producer, Jack Bordley, 
who recently left the States after putting out feelers here, reported 
that he intended to start a series called “Sandy Savage—Bush 


Pilot.” 


There have been other title conflicts in the annals of telefilm, 


but never before, it is believed, 


numbers or in such quick succession. 
A fight over rights is inevitable. Bordley ealled Variery from 
Canada the other day to explain that he thought his rights were 


prior to Van Murken’s. 


a 


working on the idea for a year, 


Lawrence reports that his “Bush 


have there been started in such 











What After Initial Flurry? 


First 50 Markets the Easiest, But It’s the Long 
Pull That Counts 








In the midst of the syndication 
upswing, with many new first-run 
properties tumbling. into the mar- 
ket, some of them followed by a 
string of initial sales, a few syndi- 
cation vets with a lot of savvy are 
sounding a note of caution. 

Sure, they acknowledge, the mar- 
ket currently is good, but things 
are not se rosy that most any prop- 
erty will sell-off enough markets to 
bring in a profit. There’s room for 
all the “hot” properties in today’s 
market, they admit, but the less 
than good commercial properties, 
after the initial flurry, probably 
will run into some trouble. 

Cautious execs say most proper- 
ties can rack up 50 markets soon 
after their launching, especially in 
those markets hungry for film, but 
it’s the long pull that counts, get- 
ting the tough three and less-sta- 
tion markets, the middle markets 
in population, that makes a dif- 
ference in realizing a profit and 
loss on a series. The key is to get 
in the 100-150 sold market area, 
before waxing rosy on a series. 
And the sales record on a new 
series must be racked up in a rela- 
tively short period. If the series 
is not sold in a particular market 
in the first few months, returning 
with it a year later, although it may 
have racked up a creditable rating 
period in the interim in other mar- 
kets, is disappointing. Station, or 
advertisers look at such series as 
old hat, despite the fact that it’s 
mever played the market con- 
cerned. . 

Like the scare a year or so ago 
that the syndication market may go 
kaput, with the features being 
dumped on tv, the conservatives 
warn against exaggerating the cur- 
rent upswing to good biz into a 
whatever-you-got-goes boom. 


$14,500,000 Ziv 
Production Tab 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Ziv, with two new network shows 
and two fresh first-run syndicated 
properties, has earmarked a record- 
high production budget for 1957- 
"58 of $14,500,000, the figure en- 
compassing fresh production on 
“Highway Patrol” and 10 pilots, 
now in varying stages of prepara- 
tion, as well. 

The two network entries are 
“Harbormaster” and “Tombstone 
Territory,” and the syndicated en- 
tries, in varying stages of comple- 
tion, being “Harbor Command” and 
“The New Adventures of Martin 
Kane.” 

With the expanded budget, Ziv 
has increased its producer-director- 
writer teams, while the sales force 
has been boosted in Chicago, New 
York and Los Angeles, 





> 


Aaron Beckwith, director of busi- 
ness development at National Tele- 
film Associates, has resigned. 

He came to NTA from MCA TV, 
where he was a V.p. 


Liv Int'l Upbeat 
In Foreign Sales, 
Ditto ABC Film 


Ziv International and’ABC Film 
Syndication both report fresh for- 
reign sales, with the return of Ed 
Stern, Ziv's foreign topper from 
Europe, and Leon Kagan, ABC 
Film Syndication’s retiring foreign 
chief; from Latin America. 

In Briiain, Ziv’s “Highway Pa- 
trol” has been renewed for the 
third straight year by ATV, and 
“Cisco Kid” has been purchased 
by Associated Rediffusion for the 
second year in Birmingham. “Cis- 
co” has been telecast in London 
and other parts of England for the 
past three years. 

Stern also reports that a success- 
ful trial run of “Favorite Stories” 
in Germany resulted in the pur- 
chase of the entire series by Nort- 
west Deutscher Rundfunk in Ham- 
burg. Summing up, Stern says 
that for the first six months of this 
calendar year, Ziv International 
shows a 42° increase in sales over 
last year. 

ABC Film Syndication reports 
that Corona Brewing bought “‘Code 
3” and “Sheena, Queen of the 
Jungle” for all Puerto Rico, each 
to be utilized for two separate 
Corond products, Spanish versions 
of both series are scheduled for 
mid-September start, stations to be 

(Continued on page 38) 


DeVinny Sets Briefies 
On ‘Willy Wonderful’ 


New distribution company, Willy 
Wonderful Productions Inc., was 
established by a former Guild Films 
sales executive to sell a batch of 
“Willy Wonderful” cartoons, made 
by Eddie Bracken, to television. 
Robert C. DeVinny, who ankled 
as Guild’s midwest sales manager 
last month, bought 65 quarter-hours 
from Bracken and is reassembling 
them into 195 four and five-minute 
cartoon shorts. ‘ 











DeVinny, prexy of WWP, will 
temporarily headquarter in Chicago 
and move to New York within the | 
next 60 days. Deal adds 195 ani-| 
mated units to the 3,298 now on the | 





video market. 


GETS INCREASING 
COLD-SHOULDER 


The barter operation, which has 
been around for quite awhile and 
which for a period had been on 
the upswing, now appears to be rid- 
ing a downward curve. 7 


Most of the large advertising | 


agencies, never hot on the idea, 
continue to give it the cold 
shoulder. With the syndication 
market currently on firmer ground, 
fewer of the major syndication 
houses are warm on entering any 
barter deals, except perhaps for a 
“mop up” operation on old resid- 
uals and in marginal markets. 
Guild, of all the major syndicators, 
now negotiating a barter arrange- 
ment with Bon Ami, is one of the 
exceptions. 

A firm stand against bartering 
has been taken by NBC's Califor- 
nia National Production. Other 
major syndicators, while in the 
main agreeing in principle with 
CNP, are reluctant to take as firm 
a position. Who knows what sort 
of deal may be offered? one syn- 
dicator argued. And then there is 
the “mop-up” operation for mar- 
ginal markets and marginal prod- 
uct. But whether barter is the 
answer to the latter problem is 
disputed in some quarters. 

The anti-barter contingent argues 
that barter in essence is price-cut- 
ting for both the syndicator and the 
stations, which take a slash in their 
rate card as high as 80° for their 
bartered spots in some markets. So- 
ealled marginal markets, one, two 
and even three station situations 
in low population areas do bring 
prices when offered commercial 
shows which bring the sets-in-use 
figures up. It is argued that some 
of the marginal properties should 
be retired, if they cannot bring in 
audiences .and thereby warrant a 
good price. Additionally, once a 
station gets programming, or 
“nothing” via barter, when that 
same station is hit the second time 
around with a good property, get- 
ting a fair price is very difficult, 
for the station wants a bargain this 
time too, it’s contended. 

Matty’s Super Barter 

The king of the barter arrange- 
ment has been Matty Fox, who via 
C & C Super, bartered the entire 
RKO Pictures library in return 
for spots for International Latex. 
But the RKO library represented 
fresh feature product and Inter- 
national Latex had never before 
been riding on television, thereby 
repping a fresh advertiser. C & C 
initially was met with strong op- 
position, now largely dissipated. 

The same conditions do not ap- 
ply to most of the major barter 

(Continued on page 38) 


GUILD’S ‘KINGDOM’ 
VIDPIX FOR ARABIA 


Guild Films has sold its “King- 
dom of the Sea” half-hour series 
in Arabia. Arabian American Oil 
Co. bought the package on a 52- 
week deal. 

Stanza will be carried from Da- 
haran, Saudi Arabia, as part of the 
entertainment program for Aram- 
co's employees in the desert. 


‘Magic Carpet’ to Be 
Lensed in Istanbul 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Second tv project was disclosed 
by Kirg Bros. over weekend, tag- 
ged “The Magic Carpet,” to be 
lensed simultaneously in Istanbul 
with first King Bros. tv series, 
“Sinbad the Sailor.” 

Frederic Frank is _ scripting 
pilots of both series, to roll in De- 
cember with crews from Hollywood 
and London, King Bros. will finance 
projects themselves, shooting. in 
color, with segments budgeted in 
$30,000-$35,000 range. 

Maurice King will produce. 
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‘Just as Profitable to Syndicate 
Your Show as Go Network: Shupert 


Min & Bill’ Pilot 


With a good property, it's just 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


| as profitable to go the syndication 
Pilot for second MGM-TY series, 


+ 
! 








| route in today's rising syndication 
market—if not more profitable— 
“Min and Bill,” rolled last week |than to make a network deal on 
Peggy Woods and Chill Willis the same telefilm series, according 
star, with Lurene Tuttle in top| to George T. Shupert, prez of ABC 
support role. Sidney Lanfield di- Film Syndication. . 
rected and Adrian Samish pro-| His observation, which has wide 
duced. | ramifications, and is disputed in 
|}some quarters, is based on ABC 
. Film Syndication's success with “26 
o | Men,” which in three weeks 
OW | wrapped up nearly $1,000,000 in 
eae sales for a total of 64 markets. 
| Significantly, only 18 of the markets 
nd | inked are among the top 50 tv mar- 
e a - e 0 | kets in the U.S., giving the series 
jan open field for additional rev- 

enues. 
° ABC Film Syndication, like other 
Irst- un e ' telefilmeries such as Screen Gems, 
| Official Films and National Tele- 
. _ |} film Associated, was hit by dis- 
New York, which just about six | appointment at the network level 
; months ago was a late market for | (his selling season, ABC took its 
| first-run syndicated properties with “26 Men” and went syntiication, in- 
the field largely open only at! ctead. Ditto for “Sword of Free- 
WPIX, has done a turnabout. with | dom,” and “Decoy” out of the Of- 
WOR-TV and DuMont’s WABD en- | ficial shop. NTA is offering some 
tering the first-run field. properties that failed to make a 
WCBS, WRCA, network flag-| network sale on its own NTA Film 
shivs remain tight, with advertisers | Network, while Screen Gems has 
with first-run properties waiting} put “Casey Jones” and “ Ranch 
for a berth. WATYV, the remaining | party,” into syndication, both prop- 
outlet in the seven station market, | erties thought of probable non-net- 
still is staying out of the first-run | work entries, Reasons for not mak- 
syndication race, depending largely |ing a network deal are varied and 
on its multi-programmed 20th-Fox | complex, many reasons not relaied 


theatricals. WABC, the ABC flag-| te the value or quality of the show. 
ship, hasn't bought any new first-| Speaking for ABC Film Syndica- 
run skeins. tion, Shupert contends that he can 


Indicative of the changed first-| come out better with “26 Men” in 
run situation is the rundown of new | syndication than had he made a 
properties slated for fall airing on | network deal. In three weeks of 
the three indies, which, incidental- | active sel’ing, he has racked up 
ly, shows WPIX with the greatest | the negative costs of the show, with 
number of new properties. | many big markets to go. 

Here‘s the scorecard: | What about residuais, the area of 

WOR-TV has bought “Harbor | big profit for the successful net- 
Command” and “New Adventures | worked telefilm series, profits ac- 
of Martin Kane” from Ziv and | cruing from the first, second, third 
“Mickey Spillane” from MCA TV.| and so-on run off-network when 

WABD’s new purchases include | put into syndication? Shupert 
“Sword of Freedom” and “The Big | maintains that a syndicated hit gets 
Story,” from Official Films, “Of-| as much in subsequent runs in 
ficial Detective’ and new produc-| today’s market as a network hit 
tions of “Sheriff of Cochise” from; put into syndication, pointing to 
National Telefilm Associates, and | his experience with “Code 3,” now 
“White Hunter” from Telestar | beginning to make the subsequent 
Films. run rounds in some markets, and 

WPIX’s first-run buys include: | comparing it with subsequent run 











“Tomahawk,” initially telecast over | sales of off-network properties 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., made by ABC Film Syndication. 
David Grief,” Guild, “The Grey | Shupert raises the question of what 
Ghost,” CBS Film Sales, “I Re- | happens to the residual vclics of a 
first-runs, “Frontier Doctor,” | don't do too well rating-wise, or 
Hollywood Television Services, and | (Continued ons page 38) 
The following major syndication 
properties still are without a New) MC A TV T . | 
Sob Sas aan? cle hae ae rims its 
first-run off-network “The Honey- 
| e 
Party,” MCA-TV’s second year pro- | Out f T Sails 
duction on “State Trooper,” NBC | -0 ~ own 
Television Programs of America’s) MCA TV, as part of its realign- 
“New Adventures of Charlie|™ment of its syndication offices 
Patrol” and Guild’s “Michaels of | mumber of offices and personnel 
Africa.” will be diminished, has axed Don 
ton, and Paul Weiss, who operated 
out of Miami, 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
: _| tent reports from other syndicators 
Shooting on next season's 31 new | that there has been a noticeable 
starts this week at Goldwyn studios, | applicants from ex-MCA TV men, 
with Miss Young to star in a min-| insists that no sizable reduction of 
Show, which bows on NBC-TV | At _present neither Carlson nor 
next October, will repeat eight seg-| Weiss have been replaced. It's un- 
season. jand its environs will be covered 
jout of New York and the Miami 
‘State Trooper’ Sales =| Whiie the Boston office has not 
been closed, that city along with 
| Bay, Wis., has purchased MCA | are among those cities in which 
TV’s “State Trooper” for Mil-| MCA TV is considering a moveout, 


“Decoy,” Official Films, “Captain On the other side of the coin, 
member Mama,” 16 of which are networked telefilmed series, which 
“Casey Jones,” Screen Gems. i 
York berth: ABC Film Syndica- 
mooners,” Screen Gems “Ranch 
Film Sales “Boots and Saddles,” | 
Chan,” Gross-Krasne’s “African | Which, at this stage, looks as if the 
Carlson, who headquartered in Bos- 
Loretta Rolls 
MCA TY, in the face of persis- 
telepix for “Loretta Young Show”! rise in the number of sales job 
imum of 18. |MCA TY personne! is contemplated, 
ments to piece out the full 39-week | derstood for the time being Boston 
| area out of Atlanta, 
Fort Howard Paper Co., Green Houston, Salt Lake City and Miami 
waukee, Madison, Green Bay and /|in a previously disclosed projected 





Wausau, all in Wisconsin. consolidation plan, At the time of 
| Skein has recently been renewed | the disclosure, MCA TV held out 
| in 72 markets by Falstaff Brewing| the possibility that the affected 


and in six markets by C. Schmidt 

& Sons brewery. A second series of 
39 episodes currently is before the 
cameras. 


| personnel may be switched to the 
consolidated offices, a development 
which has not occurred in the case 
}of Boston and Miami 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated Film Chart 





eau on a monthly basis. 


VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur- 


Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top- 


rated film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. 
All ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 
This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 


tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 


show in the specific market. 


Attention should be paid to time—day and 





time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quis; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 


women’s. 


Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. 


Those ad agencies listed as 


distributors rep the national sponsor from whom the film is aired. 






































TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND JUNE SHARE SETS IN TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 

AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
GRAND RAPIDS-KALAMAZOO Approx. Set Count—536,000 Stations—WKZO (3), WOOD (8) 
1. Secret Journal (Dr)........... to BP re SENS b. dunt ceeds 064 Fri. 10:00-10:30 SS ere ar ss 65-09% 6 42.3 | Mike Wallace ............s. WOOD ....... 11.0 
2. Soldiers of Fortume (Adv) ... WKZO....¢00¢+-MCA..ccoccceess+-Dhurs. 10:00-10:30 ..... 29.8. ..cccee+ 56.4.00000--+ 43.9 | Michigan Outdoors .........WOOD .......142 
3. Highway Patrol (Adv)....:... WR. chase TENE i 0 6dacse vests Tues. 9:45-10:15 ....... 25.2...ss0++- 56.6......... 44.5 | Date With The Angels ......WOOD ....... 21.8 
Captain David Grief .....WOOD....... 16.4 

4. Dr. Christian (Dr)............ WED: 5565 6605 SAE. e002 acseentes Wed. 10:00-10:30 20.06. 3BD.. ccccc cs GOR cccccccs Bt.7 | StMte TLOOPEP . Foo. sc ccc cs OD ccccce lee 
5. State Trooper (Adv).......... WOOD. cccccces MUM. ccscccccccce. WOE, 10:00-10:50 .. woe BN ae venese ee oesbeses 97.7 | De. Courtatitm’”, §o5 sca eee eT 
6. Captain David Grief (Adv) ....WOOD..........Guild Secdesces te 1000-1000... oes OEM ic odes MES: ccc ask ee Highway | I eee WKZO .......248 
| Patrol; Danny Thomas ...WKZO..... a3 

a ere WKZO. »..c000. NBC. ..ccccccccess Fri. 10:30-11:00 .....00. ATG. .ccncece BRA cccceess 33.4 | Weather; WGN 624. 54.0% 005 WOOD .......18.1 
8. Susie (Co)... 3 6 00:60 eb ee MEPs 0 beccece DEA ccedeceoccs et MUM O:e0-1008 Socccess IEF. cavceode 29.7. ..000--. 52.9} What’s My Line ....... ee, er 
9. Bhecil of Cosine GF). 2. cb< ca Cs cocceaes ERs cbncesciesess Wed. 9:30-10:00 ....... IBA.* ve ogee Mek. Teeceees 51.3) U. S. Steel Hour ..........WKZO ed aye 
10. Annie Oakley (W)............ WKZO......0+. CBS... .cccceesses Dues. 6:00-6:30 ....... 13.4.....+.+. 56.6......... 23.6| Weather; News Reports ....WOOD ....... 11.8 
10. Captain David Grief (Adv)....WKZO......... | BR er OTe re Thurs. 10:30-11:00 ..:...13.4......... Oe Maer eas 29.5 | Weather; News ...........- WOOD ...... 20.5 
KANSAS CITY Approx. Set Count—500,000 Stations—WDAF (4), KCMO (5), KMBC (9) 
1. Studio 57 (Dr)... i. + |] ee aS Tues. 8:30-9:00 is ive chevy 8 pb ara 45.1 | Silent Service \ > 10.8 
2. Sheriff of Cochise (W)....... 6 bos rr cence et on COOR Fiae see: fi Pes os SL.Bi i065 ease SEB... cso es er” | et eee ee Me 190.0066 10.4 
3. Stage 7 (Dr) » . o eves oo. covese sacle 1690-4088 0 iid st hs A ee 63.6....+.... 32.5| 10 O'Clock News; Sports ....KMBC ....... 10.0 
4. Badge 714 (Myst)............ KCMO:...% eS vccbockesutedt Tues. 10:00-10:30 ...... >} RP Q 968. cdsacesnd Dem ee Theatre ». ori es Hs oF ge ee 76 
4. Highway Patrol (Adv)........ 8. err e Aer SiR. Wed. 7:30-8:00 .........17.7. s 41.7. chadeses 42.4 | I've Got A Secret ...... oe mOCMO ...~3- 359 
5. Martin Kane Cs . caccas oy: ey Ae eoccoereaes met. ORO-1GGO iceweids 16S. ei. dc ve Ei eebeseas eee Grong... f-.4en00060 te 0s 040 dis 23.3 
6. Whirlybirds (Adv)........... i .CBS Peres S| eee 165. vc ec cdeccah 2 St TO20 Theetee 6c vnst. cadu ces Wak ...6c05 aS 
7. Annie Oakley OW). 0.0460 cews ss: MMBC. ..cc0css CRS ds ddd oe Fri, 6:00-6:30 ‘ 13.3......... 59.1...+0.... 22.5| Three Star News; Weather ..KCMO ....... 8.0 
8. Dick Powell (Dr)....... ead es UU 0 9b cenes RS 2 oR iatoeens Pri, 9:3G-10-00 . i «<6000 13.1 aoe 265 .cccccecs SeuiFrerson to Persom .....:i<.. 8 21.8 
9. State Trooper (Adv)..........KCMO...... ooo GU, 0.0 e0ededsc.0s WY CGb. 20 ROIee ete 12.9....000+. 44.8: eeeees4- 28.9} 10 O'Clock News; Sports ...KMBC ....... 8.4 
10. Superman (Adv)............ Gt i s-0tees Flamingo.......... Tues. 6:00-6:30 eS os «| GB i Fh. 00 oh 23.2| Three Star News; Weather..KCMO ....... 8.0 
LOUISVILLE Approx. Set Count—500,000 Stations—WAVE (3), WHAS (11) 
1, Crunch & Des (Adv) MPM 6 kcanues | ey ee Sun. 8:30-9:00 28.0 5.5. kosers BRD. ce test’s 47D Aloon HOWE oi. .20.. oc000.Wavereey sos 19.9 
2. Highway Patrol (Adv). ....... Wai do dnns ae SOG. . nie eb dee ciins Pri, 6:30-0:00 ..ccecss: SUS... 2408s +s Ee eseee. 53.6) Chevy Show PERN Rt 26.7 
3. Great Gildersleeve (Co)...... WAVE: .csccccs BONO (taveses sees. Sat. 9:30-10:00 ........ ST asaceese 51.8....+..... 51.5| Rosemary Clooney ....... . .WHAS ....... 24.8 
S. ee FSS. ..o. oaeeeo ee 1 Le eee EE: win Seteweicee + ts WORE 600004 BEG. o0.s case GAG. .cccvese B08! What's My- Tine 66.055. 605 RS ese 34.6 
5. Rosemary Clooney (Mus)......WHAS..........MCA........ untae Sat. 9:30-10:00 ........ BRR. cs edocs 48.1......... 51.5| Great Gildersleeve ........ oy 2 ae 26.7 
6. State Trooper (Adv).......... WEEASS | .« nine. dé ¢ cic MER: 800 ice 5 ogee ORR BIRD-1G 5 a ceee% BG6. olvvws ep . 47.9 Death Valley Days ......... WOM acsecad 23.5 
7. Death Valley Days (W)........ WHE: ccccice’s - ME coedbeseedst Tees, 9:30-10:00 <.... . BEB. ccccoccse Maa ebetues . Ste Lette Treeper .. 60 95d. Kee WHAS ....s%> 24.4 
S. Meio Gilet. soc s ceccacemenas METIS s 6eneues cee: och inn goeebec teen SODO-1080 ..cccs 2F2 coeee sou 78.9......... 28.2| What’s Your Question .....WHAS ....... 6.0 
9. Studie 57 (De)... ....ccc0 cee Pee Ps ia tino deginie Tues. 8:00-8:30 21.0 dos GBB sass tecn's 466i Jone Wome... 2 2s casseee WAVE ....... 27.8 
10. Superman (Adv)............ ee ee Flamingo......... Sun. 6:00-6:30 eae Pere 59.7 . 31.8! Bold SS pens 08hasa EEE o> 0.404% 12.8 
RICHMOND Approx. Set Count—500,000 Stations—WTVR (6), WXEX (8), WRVA (12) 
1. Sheriff of Cochise (W)....... . 9 9 Se re se were Mon. 9:30-10:00 24.2 oS ee 50.5|Danny Thomas ........ ee: = | ARR 16.2 
2. Golden Playhouse (Dr)....... a) eae SN ac000 ehtonks Tues. 7:30-8:00 ....... SO ecedceet SD dcccccss ORB) Pane’... thes thos 6 a PEE 40-db0%% 22.7 
3. Death Valley Days (W)....... pt Sa ee iue-qere’ Mon. 10:00-10:30 ...... Lp PESO 3 eee le Bae CP 
4. De. Christian (Ded... .issects WE VR. <.90:6:660 0 ods aincacns oss ~ rues. 9:30-16:00° ...5..: Se: SS0ienas 36.6......... 46.2| Spike Jones *........ Fouts CL oaceuhe 16.7 
5. My Little Margie (Co)........WRVA......... .Official..... oc 6b RR BAAD iS ccterve 13.1 ¢ Mops ebunee 15.4 | Life With Elizabeth ........ WE vanecee, dam 
6. Public Defender (Dr).........WXEX..........Interstate..........Wed. 9:30-10:00 ........ 7 eee sees 26.7. .cee00+. 47.9| Wednesday Night Fights ....WTVR .......19.4 
7. Seeret Journal (Dr)..........WTVR.........-MCA Pee eee 1B8 606555 BRR ctdan dt 0041 Om Whel: 45h. )...; eiveetn WXEX .......12.6 
8. Sherleck Holmes (Myst)...... fs Ey eee .... Wed. 10:00-10:30 ...... ORE. ce het aina OA ae 31.9 | Fights; Rolice Call ...... oes WTVR .......15.5 
9. Public Defender (Dr)........ WARK... .'0:0'0.cgh MOTIINNG..2.0'o0 000 Mon. 10:30-11:00 ..... FUE 61sec cnng ME abene ae 15.9 | Federal a Ee vecdes OUR: coed est SS 
10. All Star Theatre (Dr) ...... WRU. vccep eters Screen Gems.......Tues. 10:00-10:30 10.1 09 se bene ++.» 28.3| Million Dollar Movie ......WXEX .......12:4 
ee 8: eee eee eee WEEE osccovas | a eee Wed. 10:30-11:00 IO. « Se< ane a” eee ee 18.6; Arthur Godfrey ........... WEVA cwcccns 5.8 
SAN ANTONIO Approx. Set Count—302,000 Stations—WOAI (4), KENS (5), KONO (12) 
1, State Troeper (Adv) SE ec oenin 5 PE s.« so Shanes .. Fri. 9:30-10:00 ......... OEMs SenAchidis 0 Sere 41.4,O. Henry Playhouse ........ EE x en.c tite 6.3 
2. Death Valley Days (W)....... KENSG....0¢ . eee o 6a ee DASA... in Kin toin _ er ond cabes ted 47.5 | Soldiers of Fortune ....0.5.°WOAI ......:182 
3. Highway Patrol (Adv) ........ WOAL. .ccccceds ZV... cscee oseeete Thurs. 7:00-7:30 ...... 25.8. wees 64.7. .00002-- 39.9} Bob Cummings ....... obese * sec ccs MS 
4. Sheriff of Cochise (W)...... BONO... ccce NTA Sieseses Tues. 9:00-9:30 ....... 21.2 SU bec caches: G1 SO. eee See Cices -; aoa’). 
5. Badge 714 (Myst).............WOAT......00.. NBC. Fbwede . Mon. 8:30-9:00 ....... 19.4... ccccc- 34.5. ccccce-. 56.2| Godfrey’s Talent Scouts ....KENS .......23.1 
6. Secret Journal (Dr)...........WOAI....0.. MCA cocces. kame, §:90-10:08: 1. ccc. 19.2 india SR vin eedene 54.7 | Climax ee ae cvsce cv svescsn dT 
| Wrestling ...... ovccccce MONO ..000--17.8 

9. Dr. Cheletion Ged... iéccedess WOM. .cncserte aay ere: © > . Meee) Pee | USP 43.6 | Private SOcTetary ..ccoccecs MEMO cevecerIG.l 
8. Annie Oakley (W)...........- SENG, 0 0 09%00s 5 OE 8 bbb0 Ces et eee Thurs. 6:30-7:00 ....... 16.1 eee | rere §ib) re ceetennd  onceees.. tm 

News—Huntley— 

Brinkley ....... ers eT. 

9. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv). WOALI: ...c60.-. MEA ee Rese 0 ce Cee e004. 15.2 cece 32.0..c0c00.. 47.5} Death Valley Days ....e...KENS .......263 
9. Stage 57 (Dr)... .... cece eee: KENS. . ..00002. MCA...cccccccss.. TUCS. 8:30-0:00 .....0.: eee (ee ee A Ra 18.9 
9. Whirlybirds (Adv)............ BO. v:0cbeeee« CAMBS s 0% eoeseoes.. Wed. 10:00-10:30 15.2 ee. 6 39.8 | News bn 9 ab eee «6-6 Ce aE 2s urebaee 


| Weather; Theatre 


scoccee MONO ..00--.13. 
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LONDON’S SECOND COM’L TV’ER 





Nielsen's Top 


(Week Ending July 28) 


Television Playhouse—“Desert Patrol” ...... (AR) 0 
Sunday Night at Blackpool ..........e0++++ (ATV) 62% 
Criss Cross Quiz—Fri, ......+eseeeeecceseesstGRANADA) 60% 
Personal Appearance ......secesseeeeeeeeee(GRANADA) 58% 
Emergency Ward 19 ..... acoccecesétssoenen Sane 57% 
The Carroll Levis Show sesndavesddemenel 

Val. Parnell’s Startle <6 o0s0cccccosccegtess CAE? 56% 
Criss Cross Quiz—Mon. .........seeeeeeeeee (GRANADA) 

Criss Cross Quiz—Wed. costes eee eeeeeeeees (GRANADA) 

Val Parnell’s.Sat. Spectacular ........ sonmovune? 55% § 


Figures reveal the audience in the London, Birmingham and 
Northern Region television homes capable of receiving both BBC 


and ITV programs. 


WWDC's 





Sesame 
Washington, Aug. 13. 

The nation’s Capital, famous for 
big name politicians and bureau- 
crats, is producing a crop of VIP's 
in a field seldom associated with 
Washington—show biz. Aside from 
such celebs as Helen Hayes, Ina 
Claire, Kate Smith, and the late 
Al Jolson, a steady stream of new 
talent is flowing from the annual 
“Miss Washington” contest, which 
attracts about 100 beauties anxious 
to go places in the entertainment 
field. 

The contest, as its sponsor, radio 
station WWDC, proudly boasts, 
provides the only showcase for 
talented gals in the Greater Wash- 
ington area. In the process of com- 
peting for the D.C. title, the girls 
perform before large audiences, in- 
cluding the Carter Barron Amphi- 
theatre and Loew's Capitol, until 
the winner is chosen. Many, with 
little hope of going to Atlantic City 
eriter the contests for. the oppor- 
tunities they offer in appearing as, 
performers. 

During the last 10 years, WWDC’s 
records show, at least 11 “Miss 
Washington” contestants have gone 
on to bigger things—as actresses 
on stage and screen, as singers and 
dancers on Broadway shows, as 
vocalists in night clubs, and as 
performers on television. They are: 

Betty Madigan, a finalist in the 
“Miss Washington” contests of 1947 


and 1948, now one of the top pop| N 


singers, a Coral Records star and a 
nightclub and tv personality. 

Mary Jane (now Allison) Hayes, 
the “Miss Washington” of 1949, 
now a Hollywood star who has ap- 
peared in dramatic roles on nu- 
merous network tv shows. 

Linda Weisbroad (now McNaugh- 
ton), the “Miss Washington” of 
1954, now in the cast of the Broad- 
way production of “My Fair Lady.” 

Sandra Stahl, the “‘Miss Wash- 
ington” of 1950. Miss Stahl sang 
in “Kismet” in the original Broad- 
way and the London production. 

Marilyn Mitchell, finalist in 1954, 
who recently completed a Euro- 
pean tour as a vocalist with Claude 
Thornhill’s band and who has sung 
for two years with Ray McKinley’s 
Glen Miller orchestra. 

Darla Rice, a contestant in the 
1953 and 1954 contests, now a 
vocalist at Washingten niteries, in- 
cluding Old New Orleans. 

Joann Gray, finalist in 1953 and 
1954, now performing as a tap 
dancer at the better clubs in the 
Capital. 

Virginia Pailes, a finalist in the 
1956 contest, now a vocalist at the 
Madrillion restaurant in Washing- 
ton. 

Joyce Carr, a contestant in the 
1951 competition, now singing at 
the King Cole Room in D. C. 

Aletha Agee, runnerup to “Miss 
Washington” in 1948, now a pro- 
fessional dancer and tv personality. 

Lorraine DeBoe, a finalist in the 
1949 and 1950 contests, now earn- 
ing name billing as a dancer at 
Old New Orleans and Hotel 2400 
in the Capital. 

Washington has other natives 
who have achieved distinction in 
the arts: Allan Schneider, director 
of Broadway shows; Shirley Mc- 
Laine, Hollywood actress; and 
Chita Rivera, dancer in “West Side 
Story” opening next Monday (19) 





‘Miss Washington’ Contest 


+ 





here at the National. 


10 in Britain 


(yA 
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Show Biz Careers 


Kaycee on the Ball 


While ABC-TV radio net- 
work counterpart, American 
Broadcasting Network, has 
come up with an overall plan 
for selling the network via 
Johnson-Siday especially-com- 
posed jingles, one of its own 
tv affiliates, KMBC-TV has 
come up with a similar plan. 
The Kansas City tv’er had Bill 
Lorentz, staff arranger, clef a 
series of ditties about KMBC- 
3 





The on-the-air promotion in- 
cludes live-action film spots 
and animation. Music is 
played by a four-piece combo, 
with Norma Sinclair doing the 
vocals. 


Johnson & Siday 
To Tune ‘Em Up 


Austen Croom-Johnson and Eric 
Siday, who have made it a busi- 
ness of composing and arranging 
musical themes and identifica- 
tion jingles for radio stations, 
have been signed to a longterm 
pact American Broadcasting 
Pair have a three-ply 
job with the web, first to act as 
technical consultants on all ABN 
sound, even if not musical; to fur- 
nish ABN affils and owned oper- 
ated outlets with local musical pro- 
motions; and to work on ail ABN’s 
live music, of which: there will be 
at least six hours a day by late fall. 

Contract calls for the brace to 
offer right of first refusal on their 
services to ABN stations in mar- 
kets where they don’t otherwise al- 
ready have a station tieup. Three 
o&o’s were included for special 
services by the jingle cleffers in 
their overall ABN pact, but the 
specific stations were not named. 

Mainly, Robert Eastman, prexy 
of the network, inked the partners 
to detail the music on the live, 
orchestrated programs being 
planned as part of the new ABN 
lineup. They'll aid in selection of 
numbers and arrangements. East- 
man explained something new 
about his program plan—that most 
of the musie will follow the pattern 
of local radio in that it will em- 
phasize top tunes. 

Johnson, creator of the Pepsi 
Cola “hits the spot” jingle, and 
Siday have done promotional work 
for ABC o&o0 WXYZ, in Detroit, 


Chi Trio Buy Station 
Chicago, Aug. 13. 

Three Chicago radio salesmen 
last week purchased station WKAB 
in Mobile, ATa., a 1,000-watt Mu- 
tual affiliate, from Mrs, Louise 
Pursely. Quentin Sturm, of the 
WIND sales staff here, and George 
and John Hopkinson, station reps, 
depart this week to take over the 
reins, 

According to Sturm, present 
plans are to drop the Mutual af- 
filiation and convert the station to 
a straight music-news operation. 








TO oTART IN “od 


By HAROLD MYERS 


London, Aug. 13. 

A second London commercial tv 
station is on the tapis and is likely | 
to start operating early in 1959. | 
That’s the considered view of in- 
formed insiders with close access 
to policy decisions being made at 
the highest political level. 

With equal confidence, the same > 
authoritative sources are naming | 
the recently formed Isle of Wight | 
group as the potential program- | 
mers of London's second outlet. | 
That group, a powerful combina- 
tion of film, newspaper and peri- 
odical interests, is comprised of the 
Newspapers and Amalgamated 
Press. 

If that forecast is proved correct, | 
it will explain away the puzzled re- | 
action of the industry when these | 
three powerful companies were | 
named as program contractors for | 
the comparatively minor opera-| 
tion covering the Isle of Wight and 
Southern England. TV _ experts 
found it hard to understand why 
such an influential combination of 
forces was tempted to accept a 
franchise which called for a lim- 
ited degree of creative program- 
ming. It is now generally believed 
that the Independent Television 
Authority, in awarding the group | 
the contract, intimated there were ' 
bigger and better projects in store | 
for them. 

One of the partners in the new | 
Rank grouping, Associated News- 
papers, were, of course, prominent- 
ly linked with Associated-Rediffu- | 
sion, the present weekday program- | 
mers in London. A few months | 
ago they reduced their holding by | 
a considerable degree and are now | 
left with an investment of around 
10%. In financial circles it’s gen- 
erally believed that they are likely 
to pull out of Associated-Redif- 
fasion completely within the next 
few months and will, henceforth, 
concentrate their television activi- 
ties through the new group. 

Although all these behind-the- 

(Continued on page 40) 
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ALL SIGHS POINT British Com’ TV Hits $3840.95 


Banner Gross for Six Months; 
Granada’s Big North England Take’ 





? 


Tintex Eyes ABC-TV 


ABC-TV may shortly have a 
buyer for the half-hour Sundays at 
6 p.m. Park & Tilford is currently 
negotiating with the network for 
the slot, in behalf of Tintex. 

Advertiser is simultaneously 
0.0."ing a handfui of film packages, 
though no decision has been 
reached about which one to use. 


WLW-T in Cincy 
Preems Local Tint 


Cincinnati, Aug. 13. 

Crosley Broadcasting Corp. 
added to its lengthy record of in- 
dustry firsts in this area with the 
premiere of Cincy-produced color 
telecasts. It originated Friday (9) 
on the Ruth Lyons “50-50 Club” 
show in WLW-T studios and car- 
ried to Crosley stations WLW-D, 
Dayton, and WLW-C, Columbus. 

“Extremely gratifying,” beamed 
Robert E. Dunville, CBC president, 
in summing up early reports from 
viewers. 

He said Crosley switchboards 
were “jammed for the first hour” 
in all three cities by congratula- 
tory calls. 

Expert praise was given by 
Thomas Knode, NBC vice presi- 
dent in charge of affiliated stations. 





He said the uniformity of coloring. 


on the three cameras used on the 
show was excellent. According to 
Dunville, it took 320 man hours 
to balance the cameras. 

Knode was among the 250 guests 
who caught the tint preem off nine 
sets in the Sheraton-Gibson be- 
tween cocktails and luncheon. 








Death, Gunplay, Property Damage 
Stalk Pair of Treasure Hunts 


London, Aug. 13. 

British commercial tv grossed 
$38,940,967 in advertising revenue 
during the first six months of this 
year, and is now well ahead of the 
estimated $56,000,000 predicted for 
the full 12 months at the beginning 
of the year. 

A monthly breakdown of the 
total for the period shows that 
revenue rose cons'stently until 
reaching peak in May. In January 
the four programmers, Associated- 
Rediffusion, Associated-TeleVision, 
Granada-TV and ABC-TV, grossed 


$5,328,913: February, $5,564,922; 
March, $7,318.525: April, $6.877,- 
525; Mav, $7,724,013; and June, 
$8,127,069. 


Associated-Rediffusion, the Lon- 
don weekday programmers, grossed 
$10,683,305 for the six months. In 
January their advertising revenue 
was $1,777,012; February, $1,533,- 
916; March, $1 888.399: April, $1,- 
860.444: May, $2,148,264; and June 
$1,484,272. 


Associated TeleVision, which 
apart from operating the weekday 
Midland commercial tv outlet, are 


weekerd vrovrammers for London, 
crossed $4.969,017 for their 52 
days of London area transmissions 


alone. Avain the peak month was 
May with a gross of $912,422. 
Total revenue for the five-day 


overations‘in the Midlan’s during 
the half year was £7911.870 below 
the income for ATV's London 
transmissions. 

A breakdown of ATV grosses 
in both areas shows that in only 
three out of the six months was 
the weekday outlet total larger 
than the weekend one. In January 
the London station grossed $512,- 
599 and the Midland outlet $633,- 
733, and in Februarv the figure 
for the former wes $694.379 and 
the latter, $795,440. But in March 
the picture changed and the Lon- 
don station went ahead bv $198.- 
355. registering a gross of $1.069,107 
against the M‘dland’s $870,752. The 
gap narrowed in April with the 
London station grossing $885,993 
compared with the Midland’s $802,- 
376. and in May the weekday 
station forged ahead by $93,629 
after it had grossed $1,006,051 com- 
pared with the London outlets 
$912,422. But there was a complete 
turnaround for the last month of 








Hoyston, Aug. 13. 

A $25,000 treasure hunt promo- 
tional staged by Dallas radio man 
Gordon McLendon’s new Houston 
property, KILT, finaled Friday (9) 
at midnight, leaving a trail of 
death, bullets, trampled lawns, and 
ruffled police narcotics officers. 

Yet, in spite of exposure to 
numerous hazards, none of the 
hunters—an estimated 5-7000 on 
the hunt’s biggest day, Thursday 
(8)—succeeded adding up 
numerous limerick clues broadcast 
by station, to click for payola. 
Check’s value deflated to $500 af- 
ter midnight and is still up for 
grabs, station program director 
Don Keyes said. 

Death threw wet blanket on en- 
thusiastic teenage searchers when 
a 38-year-old attorney fell into an 


excavation Thursday night (8) 
while looking for $25,000. 
Jimmie Watts’ 16-year-old 





daughter told police she was driv- 
ing with her father shortly before | 
midnight when he thought he heard | 
the station broadcast a clue placing 
the check “near a fountain.” 

The girl said her father specu- 
lated the Houston Museum of Fine | 
Arts—which they Were near—was | 
the likeliest fountain location. She | 
said he stopped and began search- | 
ing around the museum. He was | 
edging across a foot-wide walkway | 
above a 15-foot new addition ex- 
cavation, when he slipped and fell, | 
breaking his neck. 

Three inches between a pistol | 
slug and the head of a teenage | 
treasure hunter were all that pre-| 





The trio is on the prow! now for 
other stations, 


i 


— 


Greensboro, N. C., Aug. 13. 

A Charlotte radio station's $2,000 
treasure hunt has hit a snag as 
private property owne called 
police to halt swarms of pick and 
shovel-armed hunters. 

The station, WAYS, hid a $2,000 
check July 17. Since then daily 
clues have narrowed the search to 
= area along busy U. S. Highway 

Henry G. Keziah, manager of 
the American Cyanamid Co. branch 
located on the highway, said he 
had called for aid the last three 
days to cope with treasure seekers. 

“During the past 24 hours, over 
1,000 people have swarmed over our 
premises, creating a serious situa- 
tion to us and our employees in 
the operation of this plant.” Keziah 
said. 

He added, “Inasmuch as we have 
been unable to contact the radio 
station management, we have asked 
the help of Mecklenburg County 
Police in assisting us in protection 


| of persons and property.” 


C. N. Reid, owneft of a super- 
market in the vicinity, said, “Last 


| night, I bet.there were 1,000 people 


— here with picks and shov- 
els.” 

State Highway Patrolman J. B. 
Stewart said he has had to keep a 
sharp eye on the highway during 
the past three nights. 

“Last night there were between 
75 and 100 cars. parked along there 
about 10 p.m. and a lot more before 
then,” Stewart said. 

“All we're afraid of is the traf- 
fie hazard.” 

The station announced last night 


vented another tragedy the night that the check is not hidden on | 
(Continued on page 42) 


private property. 


the period when the weekend 
station took $904518 against the 
weekday’s $738,788. 

Up in the North of England, the 
two commercial tv programmers, 
Granada-TV, who supply the 
Monday to Friday programs, and 
ABC-TV, weekend programmers 
for the North and the Midlands, 
grossed $11,823,378 and $6,708,120 
respectively—larger amounts than 
any of the other programmers, 
Granada-TV operating from two 
outlets, Manchester and Leeds, 
reaped $1,691,060 in January; 
$1,643,130 in February; $2,089,128 
in March; $2,178,389 in April; 
$2,418,595 in May; and $1,803,077 
in June. 

ABC-TV, operating from three 
outlet, Birmingham, Manchester 
and Leeds grossed $714,504 during 
the first month of the period, and 
during the remaining five months 
advertising revenue was $998,057, 
$1,403.940, $1,159,323, $1,238,681 
and $1,196.415. Main advertisers 
during the period have been manu- 
facturers of household soaps, soft 
drinks, gasoline, candy and denti- 
frice. 


Rogers’ New Status 


Huntington, W. Va., Aug. 13. 

Lawrence H. Rogers, 2d, presi- 
dent of WSAZ, Inc., has been 
elected secretar$ of the Hunting- 
ton Publishing Co., parent cor- 
poration. 

In addition to Rogers’ duties in 
the radio and television operation, 
he will now assume responsilibities 
as a part of the Management Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the publish- 


ing company- 
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THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 01x of a series of impressions of Washington by T. Miyashita. 
Commissioned by WTOP TELEVISION «ai Broadcast House, Washington, D.C. Operated by The 
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SSOSS SLOOP OSS: wid Bert Knapp, Len Garry, 
Tele Follow-Up Comment  $)sx‘tis ra, « 
WATYV, Newark, N.J. 
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Nat King Cole Show jdle class cliches. Ad agency exec 
Despite an unusual demonstra- husband developed a yen, harm- 
tion of show biz solidarity over less as can be, to his chagrin, for 
the past few weeks to get Nat the office receptionist, pertly 
Cole’s show bankrolled, it was played by Shirley Standlee. His 
nonetheless cancelled for the fall wife leaves him for a two-week 
by NBC-TV last week. Ironically, beauty treatment at a New Hamp- 
the cancellation followed the pres- shire resort, before erring husband 
entation of a socko stanza last sees the error of his ways, and ef- 
be ae A ~ are (6) when Poy Ll fects an awkward reconeiliation. 
elafonte turned up as guestar for 
a reported fee of $500. (Not Jong} rome wae = coop greed 
ago, a $500 fee for a few songs rept hn S ted 
would have looked like big money th onis ~ nd ring co if 
to Belafonte, but in terms of his. 5¥ the lack of ardor from his. wife, 
current potential, five bills | too — et ee 


only be tagged as “nominal”). ble 
Bam gorge the 


Although Cole is consistently a 


Pp 


ood performer. the presence of 
Belafonte sparked the whole pro- pose doe eo y 
ceedings. They delivered singly and sitaatin Were anneal and the 


and together, working straight and’ 
clowning it up with a zestfulness| 
that belied the network’s Damocles’ | <j 


sword hanging over the whole 7 

series. ; | Able supporting roles were 
After a swinging opening by portrayed by Hiram Sherman, | 

Cole, Belafonte was pi up by Shirley Standlee, Jeff Harris, and 

the camera with a dramatic play Nicholis Pryor. Horo. 


of lights and his songalog included 
Kraft Television Theatre 


a potently — m..% —- 
among some other . includ- ‘ 
ing his current “Island in Get eS a ee were on 
Sun.” In the calypso vein, Bela-! Rms Mac Fh 7 
fonte scored with his “Mama | titillates P aw Ti — 
Looka Booboo” hit, with Cole join-| Wrote the nove o time 20) 
ing in. Belafonte reciprocated in| Sergeants” and Ira Levin the very 
the rock ‘n’ roll vein on Cole’s Successful tv-stage adaptation. 
click “Send for Me.” Cole dished Last Wednesday (9), on “Kraft 
up a neat songalog of his own, in-| Television Theatre” on NBC-TV, 
cluding “It’s Not For .Me to Say” John J. Morin was as clever, may- 
and “Love Is Sweeping the Coun- be cleverer in his backwoodsy 
try.” among others. | yarn, “Sextuplets”. 

One of the best bits on the show’ Morin expertly dictated a broad- 
was a routine keyed to Cole’s and' ly humorous of the national 
Belafonte’s past song hits. A bit | stir caused in the mistaken belief 
that came off in excellent style due that a couple of hill folk, Tammy 
to the infectious good humor. An-| Grimes Gwynne, had 
other pleaser was  Belafonte’s|parented sextuplets. The situa- 
Shakespearean mugging. tion was only the vehicle in which 

Unlike some perfunctory guest! come pretty smart simpletons put 
shois, Belafonte seemed to be giv- lit over on a bunch of husslers 
ing his full measure to this stanza) Miss Grimes and Gwynne were 
and that was a powerful ee. a terrific Harmony and Frank, 

erm. |shrewd but kind in their native 
way. Same holds for Ruth White, 
as the grandmother. William Red- 
field was properly nervous as the 
television engineer who discovered 
a medical “miracle.” Kenny Del- 
mar, a veteran of exaggerated poli- 
tical rhetoric, enacted the governor 
of\the state, whose biggest trouble 
was giving away help to 
backwoodsmen, who refused to see 


ash-back device took away what 
little surprise there was in the 





d 





Eye On New York 

The front page streamer in last 
week's Varicry, “B’way Big Bistro 
Boom Seen,” served as the peg for 
Bill Leonard's “Eye On New York” 
stanza over CBS-TV Sunday (11). 
Leonard rounded up George Jes- 
sel, N.Y. Daily News columnist Bob 
Sylvester, and Greenwich Village 
club ops, Benito Collada and Eddie 
Condon to discuss the night club 
situation around Gotham in partic- 


tuplets were two sets of 


ular an around the country in ene. the ple beli had 
general. ; e 

. ; saint been born out of wedlock to the 

It was a lively 20-minute gabfest huatente cleter. Bek 0 ister’s 


heightened by some film clips of 
bygone nitery days. The round 
tablers were not in accord on the 
future of the niteries. Jessel said 
that tv killed the night clubs and 
that he doesn’t believe that the 
20% tax: has anything to do with | 
the bbusiness drop. As far as the 
Variety goes, Jessel didn’t think | 
that the opening of a few clubs | 
meant the return of bigtime biz | 
— as a Judy-Garignd or a Danny | 

aye playing the Palace meant the CBS-TV’s “Studio Qne Summer 
return of vaude. | Theatre” on Monday (12) in a light- 

Sylvester attributed the business | weight comedy out of Helen Cot- 


trio had a legal father after all. 
He was Mike Kellin, a 

flannel-mouthed type. Ferlin Husky 
was tops as the country-bumpkin 
brother-in-law. If it was his acting 
debut, it was quite on a par with 


his singing in the hour-long com- 
edy. Art. 





_- 
Studio One Summer Theatre 
Elliott . Nugent brightened up 


drop to the fact that “people don’t ton’s typewriter ed “The Un-' ~. re 
live in New York anymore” and benantionnin -~ ly ning time, before NBC's “News 
that the spots were no longer the Playing the part of a post-40 OF the Day. deco. 
same. “The night club columnist,” gent longing for his lost yough, 
-~ me og on 1 wy. if he Nugent relayed the humorous | COURT ROOM ps 
oesn” n somet else to. Producer: n 

ng , aspects of the role with the proper Director: Rot eaies 


write about.” ‘touch of pathos and wry delivery. 

Collada, who's been operating El | jt was a big part but he made the 
Chico for the past 32 years, blames | joad seem easy. 
the business fomnbedt, on > 20% Unfortunately, Miss Cotton’s 

ederal tax an e 5% city tax. | cor * ke 

A tax reduction would be a big oe ae ee Ve ee 
help, was his claim. Eddie Condon | 
saw the mushrooming music room 
business as a healthy sign and that 
“nitery biz was not dying but. that | 
it’s definitely off.” 

Leonard steered the guest quar- 
tet in smooth-flowing q.&a. sets. 
His closing 10 minutes were de- 
voted to a discussion of the Asiatic 
flu with Dr. Morris Greenberg. 

Gros. 


Aside from Nugent, the players, 
too, o their parts, a fault 
that could have been controlled by 
director James McAllen. This was 
especially true of Sarah Marshall 
who played the part of a young 
waitress with whom Nugent has a 
fling. In other 
ments were Carmen Mathews as 
Nugent's wife, and Roland Winters 
as the boss. Gros. 


Ed Sullivan Show 
For its fourth annual salute to 
the Army, CBS-TV’s Ed Sullivan 
Show Sunday (11) dished up al- 
most a dozen soldier 
stints by Jayne 


|(“Li'l Abner”) Palmer. On hand 
for the “spot news” touch was 
Major Samuel Tyson who last week 
heroically piloted a crippled MATS 
plane to’ a safe landing at Hilo, 
Hawaii. . . 
Miss Mansfield, who coyly con- 
fided te Sullivan that she merely 
used her up pictures to gain 
prof: recognition, “fronted” 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Alcoa Hour 
Scripter John Whedon, in an 
original, served up a domestic com- 
edy souffle, on Sunday's (11) Al- 
coa Hour, titled “The Trouble-with 
Women.” The trouble with the 
fe was that it had few surprises, 
ardly. enough sparkling lines to 
sustain it, and when it was all over, 
nothing too much happened over 
* the hour-long span. 

It got off to a good, novel start 
with a husband and wife talking 
to the viewers, each trying to re- 
tell the tiff that nearly caused 
their separation. The husband was 
Played by Walter Matthau, who 
lent a light, tipsy touch to his role, 
and his wife was adroitly portrayed 
by Audrey Christie. They deli- 
neated a childless couple approach- 
ing middle age, caught in the te- 
dium of suburbia and upper mid- 











geared strictly 
It’s inherent in the format. 


sponsor 
was 
Mouting job, with cuffo tickets 
to 
sic Tent offered to new subscribers 
to the: periodical. Outside of the 
plugging, the interviews with the 


routine. 
viewing chores are split between 
Bert Knapp, WMCA disk jockey 
and sportscaster, and Len Garry. 


ates package. 


SARATOGA RACING REPORT 
With Fred Capossela 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:15 p.m. 
FITZGERALD BREWING CO. 
WRGB-TV, 


the historic enclosure’s 
Program is spotted on choice eve- 


because ry 4 
they would 

in court, the 
were the original make. Only an 
occasional 
glance at the camera gave them 


sponse to 
strong enough, the p 

go on indefinitely. For ci 
want to do it the easy way, “Court 
Room” is the answer. 


This half-heur WATV entry is 


along plug lines. 
The 
rogram functions as a guide to 


restaurants resorts and anything 
else that might attract visitors. 
The recommendations are made for 
the weekend, which explains the 
title, and covers places in New Jer- 
sey, New York, Connecticut and 
Long Island, * 


The wide area covered’ leaves 


plenty of room for selection 8 of 
the commercial freeloaders, which 
on last Friday’s (9) show included 
Italian, French and Chinese restau- 
rants, plus a gypsy tearoom. Be- 
sides the eateries, the show had a 
female’ dude ranch boss as a guest, 
with accompanying plugs for the c 
resort. Another hotel was recom-| appeal in the way it’s done on 
mended earlier in the program. 


“Sweet Smell of Success” was 


given heavy ballyhooing via a 
trailer with Tony Curtis, who co- 
stars in the film. Also, in the pix 
vein, Tony Randall, who costars in 
the celluloid version of “Will Suc- 
cess Spoil Rock Hunter,” did a 
guest stint. 
some healthy promotion, this time 
for “Rock Hunter.” 


Here again, there was 


Teenage magazine, the only 
of last Friday’s show, 
also given a_ thorough 


the Westbury (LI) Mu- 


ude ranch boss and Randall were 
The tipstering and inter- 


Program is a Ray Rand Associ- 
Jess. 





Cc 


Schenectady 
(George R. Nelson) 


Timely, accurate, authoritative | 
and arresting are the five-a-week 
reports 
toga flat racing d 

ficial announcer at a 
tracks, as well as at two 


by Fred Capossela of Sara- 
August. Of 
New Yi 

in Florida, 
“caller” of 


nd network 


the Kentucky Derby, Capossela is 
heard here describing 
eight daily events at the Spa, and 
recapping the three others 


five of the 


The films Thorough- 


made “by 
bred Photos (for use of the offi- 
> ge Maid ao “iptions 
0! + ‘appy’s” 
track. To the latter are added his 
narration, not heard at Union Ave. 
oval, of the final sixteenths. Ca 
= also tabs the winning Sakeys 
way commercial and a briefie at 
the signoff; spotlights top events 
on the next day’s card. 


at the 


the payoff odds, does a mid- 


It is quite an assignment, but 


Capossela handles everything with 
the ease, assurance and competency 
that have made the former sports 
writer unsurpassed in race calling. 


Films, unusually clear, indicate 
beauty. 





30 Min., Thurs., 5 P.M. 
WMAR-TV, Baltimore 


For Baltimoreans fortunate for- 


tunate enough not to be familiar 
with the inside of a police court 
but still curious as to how justice 
— its way through the 

loc 


teeming 
ket entries, “Court Room” was 


use it was 


self-conscious side 


way. 

Station officials say that if re- 

the first few shows is 

am will 
who 


Cedro. 
















TREASURE HUNT 

With Jan Murray; Tom Reddy, an- 
nouncer 

Producer: Bud Granoff 

Director: Phil Levens 

30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:30 a.m. 

PARTICIPATING 

NBC-TV, from N.Y. 

Because NBC-TV is beginning to 
click with its 11 a.m. strip, “Price 
Is Right,” shouldn't mean that it 
is necessarily going to be just as 
lucky, either commercially or in 
ratings, with Jan Murray's “Trea- 
sure Hunt.” “Hunt,” which spent 
the spring on ABC-TV as a Fri- 
dya nighter, started Monday (12), 
at 10:30, as the mate to the morn- 
ing Bill Cullen show. 

The back-to-back positioning of 
the two programs forces a com- 
parison, at least part of the way. 
They both give away the refrigera- 
tors and minks of standard day- 
time audience participationers, but 
there is distinctly more hausfrau 


“Price.” 
mick—one who guesses closes to 
the actual retail price of the prize 
wins it—is practically nothing, but 
what does count is the clever, na- 
tural and often humorous way the 
prizes are displayed. Women at 
home are getting a good look at the 
things they'd like to own. 

With Murray, the giveaway gim- 
mick is also practically nothing, 
but his Jantone Inc. production 
company still manages to get tan- 
gled up in the thing. There are 
some essentially dull questions 
asked, obtensibly to test contest- 
ants’ intelligence, and then the 
winner goes through a guessing 
game about which treasure chest to 
pick his prize from. No considera- 
tion is given the prizes themselves, 
except for some tiring overscreen 


ugs. 
‘ It may only have been first-show 
shakes, but Murray was too effu- 
sive. He's more of a_ hard-sell, 
punch-’em-home-fast talker than 
his confereres in the business of 
the daytime giveaway. 


ee Py 
| Foreign TV Reviews | 


=— 





There the giveaway gim- | 


| ARLENE FRANCIS SHOW 

| With Hugh The Foursome, 
Norman Paris Trio, others 

Producer Alan Beaumont 

| Director: Ted Nathanson 

boa George Kirgo, Mike Mor- 

| ris 

30 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m. 

PARTICIPATING 

| NBC-TV, from New York 

| Arlene Francis, having discon- 

| tinued her early “Home” seminar, 

has started afresh on a Monday 

| through Friday half-hour series on 

| NBC-TV, and indicates that she'll 

;}come along. Her initial session, 

however, was no criterion, the lady 

appearing in a wheelchair because 

lof a factured ankle. A different 

type of show had to be substituted. 


| Miss Francis is an effervescent 
|performer. She has a _ natural 
charm and intelligence and ig 
neither gushy nor cloying. Her 
kind of personality is good for 


| evening as well as morning display, 
To repeat, she'll get along. 

Taking inte account the fact that 
she couldn't perform in her usual 
vertical position, Miss Francis did 
exceedingly well under the circum- 
stances. In its present state of 
development, it's on the same par 
as most of the daytime stuff, with 
of course, the hypoed benefit of 
Miss Francis. However. it's logical 
to expect that the show has a far 
greater potential than many of 
the daytimers. 

The foursome 


| 





the male quartet 


on the show, needs a lot of prac- 
tice in working together, and the 
| background trio, seems highly ecap- 
lable of covering the situation. 
Among the gimmicks tried by Miss 
| Francis was a trip into the studio 


audience for a few interviews. 
There's an audience game in which 
\3 selectee attempts to talk himself 


out of a given situation with Miss 
|Francis as the protagonist. The 
odds seem a bit overwhelming, on 


Her major opus a 
fables under 
“Arlene in 


this gimmick. 
bit overcute, being 
j the general heading of 
| 


| 
} 


Wonderland.” 

Initial show had to go along on 
|the gimmicks involved. However, 
}with time and a Miss Francis in 
| tip-tip condition, it should hit a 
natural stride in a few more air- 





UNO, DUE, TRE ings. Jose. 
, - | ah 
be - y guests; Marie Consiglie’s ‘PACIFIC 13 


Director: Giancarlo Galassi Beria 
Sat., 9 P.M. 
RAI-TV, from Milan 
Largely via adlib comedy and sur- 
uncompromising takeoffs 


prisingly 
on the foibles and/or comic ele-| 


ments, deliberate or not, of other 
RAI-TV shows, the two Italo com- 


ies Ugo Tognazzi and Raimondo Vi- | 


anello have parlayed a conven- 
tional review framework into one 
of the hit presentations of the Italo 
telenet. 

Stanza caught was particularly 
hilarious, thanks to a better-than- 
usual version of one of the com- 
edians’ standards, the medium- 
mind-reading-viewers-letters act, 
plus an expert and telling satire 
of Italy’s durable number one 


quiz show, “Lascia O Radoppia,” as_ 


staged in the year 2000. General 
format allows for a musical dance 
number, usually inventively staged 
by Norman Lawrence, though obvi- 
ously allowed insufficient rehearsal 
time for the intricate numbers. 
Current one, to “Tropical Heat 
Wave,” however, was very good. 
Also in session caught, juggler 
Polo, whose impressive plate-twirl- 
ing stint is a begoff number even 
via the video tube. Good bet for 
the States if still undiscovered. 
But most of the show stands or 
falls with antics of the two stars, 
both hitting the legit-musical re- 


With Art Hives, narrator 

Masic: Jim Avison 

Writer: Dave Brock 

| 30 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 

| CBC-TV, from Vancouver 

| This vivid stanza of a half-hour 
weekly summer show on CBC's tv 
network (by kinnie west of Winni- 
peg) is basically the work of a 
young: Canadian artist, Ron Kelly. 
Last summer he visited southern 
| France, to see where Van Gogh 
| painted. in and around the asylum 
jin which he spent his mad years. 
Kelly also teok along a movie 





| 


jcamera, and his artist's eve pro- 
duced this splendidly filmed ac- 
count, shown free of commercials 
| Bob Fortune, onetime salesman of 
radio time and now an actor. intro- 
|}duced and wound it up fast and 
|} pleasingly. Nothing wrong with 
this for theatre use cither, espe- 
cially in its original color Kelly 
Lis now a west coast CRC pro- 
ducer 

Avignon is the focal point, with 
Roman ruins, tankers moving up 
the Rhone, the chape! “sur le pont 
d’Avignon,” with sheep crazing be- 
|low; narrow streets; kids skipping 
rope, trees and parks and “tats 
j}and customs and old |adies live a 
long time here.” A postman and a 
pretty girl who toils 60 hours in a 

akery for $15—‘“not like the 
movies!""—are seen it various 
| points in their day. Rock 'n’ roll 


| Posters disfigure a concert hall. 


Then the market, with a commen- 


view field this fall, thanks to their joey 

loes . 4 7 A. p into the psychology of 

ee rics’ ett Dakacoup sudbeee | Rpeuns (It provides ceremony, 
ti i ane peewet they | debate. a contest with prizes”). 

identification as hen th . in | Some haggling between women is 

are pleasers even when they ° |beard spoken, some is amusingly 

for old slapstick routines such 85 | soundtracked| with a plucked 


this week's limp paperhanger bit. 
Technical credits on show are ex- 
cellent except for pacing, which 
as usual with Italian telepresenta- 
tions rarely brings in show within 
its allotted time. Show caught ran 
over 70, rather than skedded 60 
minutes. Hawk. 





BBC-TV, 

Yet another quiz game has found 
a place on British tv, this time over 
the state web. There’s no doubt 
that this type of show plays a 
m in the battle for 
audience ratings and with com- 
mercial tv able to offer money bait, 
often in the high brackets, the BBC 
has to rely on the entertainment 
value of a quiz program. In this 
case, given a little more time to 


(Continued on page 40) — 


string. 

Gypsies went home from market 
to their quarter, and from then on 
it’s mostiy wild songs. the click of 
castanets, sad strum of guitars and 
flamboyant dancing. (“My grand- 
father knew a tune to keep girls 
away. He died rich.”) A lonely 
little kid from “across the tracks” 
watches, and it’s the end of a rich 
feast likely to lure many western 
visitors to Avignon. 

Dave Brock’s excellent commen- 
tary is spoken easily and with fre- 

uent humor by Art Hives, and 
im Avison’s music is always apt. 
Gard. 


NBC’s MacLaine Dickers 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
NBC-TV is negotiating to sign 
Shirley MacLaine for five tele- 
shows next season at a “substan- 
tial” figure. 
She's under contract to Hal Wal- | 
lis but the deal allows her five 








teleshows annually. 
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BOBBY CLARK 
as CASEY, JR. 


Starring ALAN HALE 
as CASEY 


... with a top supporting cast 
including the *CANN@NBALL EXPRESS!” 
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SCREEN 









PRE-SOLD 


IN THESE TOP TV MARKETS! 


KOAT-TV 
KGNC-TV 
KERO-TV 


WAAMN-TV 


WAFB-TV 
KBOI-TV 
WBZ-TV 
WGN-TV 
KYW-TV 
WW45-TV 
KJEO-TV 
KLAS-TV 
KTTV-TV 
WPIX-TV 
WPFH-TV 
KPHO-TV 
KDKA-TV 
KWG-TV 
KVIP-TV 
KCRA-TV 
KTNT-TV 
KVOA-TV 
WTOP-TV 


Albuquerque, N. M. 
Amarillo, Texas 
Bakersfield, Cal. 


- Baltimore, Md. 


Baton Rouge, La. 
Boise, Idaho 
Boston, Mass. 
Chicago, IIl. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Detroit, Mich. 
Fresno, Cal. 

Las Vegas, Nev. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
New York, N.Y. 
Phila.-Wilmington 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Portland, Ore. 
Redding, Cal. 
Sacramento, Cal. 
Tacoma, Wash. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Washington, D.C. 





GEMS, INC. 


TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP. 


711 FIFTH AVENUE, 


NEW YORK DETROIT 
711 Fifth Ave. 709 Fox Bidg. 
Plaza 1-4432 Woodward 1-3979 


CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD NEW ORLEANS 
230 N. ee toe Ave. 1334 N. Beechwood Dr. 1032 Royal St. 
Frank 


2-3696 Hollywood 2-3111 Express 3913 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


TORONTO 
102-108 Peter St. 
Empire 3-4096 
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Lacfi'ssatameetnaceseetanccmnmuernweasstentedsi ‘ 
“SOLD IN 20 MARKETS } 


TO GRIESEDIECK BEER AND OTHER SPONSORS! 


‘ 









- 










. « 
* 


39 FILMED % HOURS OF 
AMERICA’S FAVORITE NEW RHYTHM 2G) 


QQ09 





OF THE PIONEERS 





TRAVIS 





sss oa 


FAMOUS GUEST STARS LIKE THESE IN EVERY SHOW! 


TEX WILLIAMS 


For details contact 9 your nearest office. 


SCREEN\4GEMS, INC. a 


TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP. 
711 FRFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, W. Y. 


NEW YORK DETROIT CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD. WNEWORLEANS TORONTO \4 r 
711 Fifth Ave.  709FoxBldg.  230N, Michigan Ave. 1334N.BeechwoodDr. 1032RoyalSt. 102-108 Peter St. 
Plaza 1-432 Woodward 1-3979 Franklyn 2-3696 Hollywood 2-3111 Express 3913 3-4096 
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Varrery’s weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by American Research Bu 
reau’s latest reports, on feature films and their competition covers 120 cities, Each 
week, the 10 top-rated features in a particular city will be rotated. 

Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers fm 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in @ specific market have been 
included im. this Vartety chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding 
features as their stars, velease year, original production company and the present 
distributor, included wherever possible along with the title. Attention should be paid 
to such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 





VARIETY - ARB FEATURE FILM CHART 


feature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
of the feature, and audience composition, t.e. a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance {n that 

the cities where stutions sell their feature programming on @ multt 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week, a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles, the listed features 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer- 


time period. In 


tained from a multiplicity of station and other data. 








PHILADELPHIA 


ARB 
TOP 10 TITLES AND OTHER DATA TIME SLOT RATING 
1, HOMECOMING— World’s Best Movies 22.8 
Lana Turner, Clark Gable, Anne Baxter, Fri. June 1 
1948; MGM; MGM-TV 10:45-12:45 a.m. 
WFIL 
2. FOREVER AMBER— World's Best Movies 14.4 
Linda Darnell, Cornell Wilde, George Thurs. June 6 
Saunders; 1947; 20th Century Fox; NTA 10:45-12:30 a.m. 
WFIL 
3. BELLE STARR— Ford Film Playhouse 14.3 
Gene Tierney, Randolph Scott, Dana An- Sat. June 1 


10:30-12:00 a.m. 


WFIL 


Stage “S” 13.5 


drews; 1941; 20th Century Fox; NTA 


4. ANGEL FACE— 


Jean Simmons, Robert Mitchum; 1953; Tues. June 4 
RKO; C&C 10:45-12:00 a.m. 
WFIL 
5. SPLIT SECOND World's Best Movies 13.0 


Sun. June 2 


Alexis Smith, Stephen McNally; 1953; 
» 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
WFIL 


RKO; C&C 


6. BEST OF THE BADMEN— World’s Best Movies 10.5 
Robert Ryan, Claire Trevor; 1951; RKO; Mon, June 3 
C&¢ 10:45-12:25 a.m. 
WFIL 


7. CANON CITY Movie 3 7.9 
Scott Brady, Jeff Corey; 1948; Eagle-Lion Sat. June 1 
Filn United Artists-TV 11:00-12:30 a.m 


WRCV 
8. DESTROVER— Million Dollar Movie 78 
Edward G. Robinson, Glenn Ford; 1943; Sat. June 1 
Columbia; Screen Gems 11:15-2 a.m. 
WCAU 
OVER MY DEAD BORY— 
Milton Berle, Mary Beth Hughes; 1943; 
20th Century Fox; NTA 
®. THE PARADINE CASE— Million Dollar Matinee 74 


Mon. June 3 
5:30-6:30 p.m. 
WCAU 


Gregory Peck, Ann Todd, Louis Jourday, 
Valti; 1948; Selznick Studio; NTA 


10. WOMAN IN THE WINDOW— Million Dollar Matinee 73 
Edward G. Robinson, Joan Bennett; 1944; Tues. June 4 
RKO; RKO Teleradio~ 5:30-6:30 p.m, 


WCAU 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
Whit ba 
1. LONG VOYAGE HOME— Curtaintime 163 
John Wayne, Thomas Mitchell; 1940; Wal- Sun. June 2 
ter Wanger-United Artists; Masterpiece 9:30-11:00 p.m. 
Productions KOMO 
2. TAMPICO— All Star Movie 14.7 
Edward G. Robinson, Lynn Bari; 1944; Fri. June 7 


20th Century Fox; NTA 9:35-11:00 p.m. 
KTNT 


3. BERLIN CORRESPONDENT— Major Studio Preview 13.5 


Dana Andrews, Virginia Gilmore; 1942; Sat. June 1 
20th Century Fox; NTA 10:00-11:00 p.m. 
KOMO 
4. LASSIE COME HOME— Famous Film Festival 12.6 


Elizabeth Taylor, Roddy McDowell; 1943; Sat. June’ 1 


MGM; MGM-TV 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
KING 
5. THE HARDYS RIDE HIGH— Andy Hardy Theatre 12.4 


Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone; 1939; MGM; Sat. June 1 
MGM-TV 9:30-11:00 p.m. 
KING 


H’ywood Film Theatre 12.3 
Sun. June 2 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
KING 


6. OUT OF THE PAST— ; 
Kirk Douglas, Rhonda Fleming, Robert 
N 1947; RKO; C&C 


Viitchum; 


Command Performance 11.2 
Tues. June 4 
10:45-12:30 a.m. 
KING 


2 


SALUTE TO THE MARINES— 
Wallace Beery, Marilyn Maxwell; 1943; 
MGM; MGM-TV 


All Star Movie 10.8 
Thurs. June 6 
10:05-11:45 p.m. 


8. ONE MORE TOMORROW—_ 
\nn Sheridan, Dennis Morgan, Jane Wy- 
1946; Warner Brothers; Associated 


Artists Productions KTNT 
%. BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY— Command Performance 8.8 
Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers; 1949; MGM; Fri. June 7 
MGM-TV 10:45-12.45 a.m. 
ING 
10. TALE OF TWO CITIES— Command Performance 8.7 


Ronald Coleman, Elizabeth Allan; 1935; Sat. June 1 
11:00-1:15 a.m, 
KING 


MGM; MGM-TY 


Studio Preview 


Premiere Performance ..... 


Berlin Correspondent, Major 


SHARE OF JUNE, 1957 ARB 
HIGH Low AUDIENCE TOP COMPETING SHOWS RATING 
24.7 19.1 62.5 Person to POTSON ..ccecccece: WCAU idvece. 2a 
Nows, Weather ..cccccevescce WOAU cedesecc kt 
Sports Final ....... socecaceesWCAU ccoscee. 9.6 
Million Dollar Movie .....++.-WCAU .ecosese 6.5 
17.2 10.1 47.1 Playhouse 90 ....... spcovccce WCAU ccccces SOM 
News, Weather ...... odeoccccesWCAU ccccccea0.7 
Sports Final; Movie ....2se0+-WCAU .esooees 9.8 
Milliom Dollar Movie ...666--WCAU ..escgss 5.0 
16.4 9.0 36.3 Your Hit Parade ....... ek 3 ee 
News; SportS ........00s peice \OPEAR Noceeda ce 
Destroyer, Million Dollar 
SG  atibvectadest eoccesWCAU ccccccee OT 
14.6 12.2 49.3 Golden Playhouse .....eee0+2-WCAU ...0+-.143 
Newa; Weather, ....ciccceteceWcAU ccocesecltS 
Sports Fina}; Movie .........-WCAU ......-. 9.0 
13.5 12.2 478 You Are TRee -occccccsccves WAU cecvccce OF 
Vietety. BP Bea ccccccccesev WOR cccvcecs 4.4 
Waterfront ....... Sad bee coe ea cocvesecdee 
11.9 6.9 “ 40.7 Studie GBG= is ecocveces ntons es WCAU  .cccccs.au.4 
Mowe; WOGGHE? «<0. cccédvcce oon WCAU ..cccee L7G 
Sports Final; Movie ........ WCAU ..cccose 93 
8.2 7.4 26.6 News; Sports WAU ovecses 18.6 
Selle Starr, Ford Film Play- 
house ; ‘eit WR in ecswm 4G 
Destroyer, Million Dollar 
Movie... bo oss coe ONE ooo 848 
10.3 2.4 42.1 Belle Starr, Ford Film Play 
house e.. Sas csas gs WEIL wccoeee. 14.6 
Canon City, Movie 3 ..... Gy owvess tas ae 
Nightcap Theatre ........... WeOV cs cd diss 3.2 
74 7.2 28.3 Mickey Mouse Club swe WE ile: wddeoves 12.7 
Starr Theatre .. fee oo ee ae 7.9 
7.4 7.2 27.9 Mickey Mouse Club ........ MEE, -beesne sa 12.5 
Bee BONN. 5 oc v4s beecacs ie btbestes 1.6 
Rapes "et BME ss <4 6s cabo es Ware se¢ecee 7.6 
17.4 14.0 35.1 What's My Line ........+008.-KTNT .eecoee-29.0 
Code 3 ... Mi eee AN i ere 
Soldiers of Fortune .......... KING ..icccee -8.0 
16.9 12.6 * 33:3 A SP sesseeeKING ..00000-17.9 
Date With the Angels ........KING ........140 
World Today; Harwood ......KING ..escecee 7.7 
14.5 12.6 38.7 Pee. GR. Feii os cccg eerie badiescelee 
Andy Hardy Theatre ...... MU. “cecccscctee 
Tale of Two Cities, Command 
ParlecmGne: -.... ccskesss ne” -scocteee OS 
13.0 12.1 27.9 People Are Funny .....++«..-KOMO ........ 22.7 
| RS . rE os eee 31.3 
13.0 11.6 20.4 Co og ES .  rree BAO «uceskes 25.6 
Phil Silvers ......... oe i: awe o- 15.0 
Berlin Correspondent, Major 
Studio Preview .......... KOMO ...cces-143 
13.5 11.6 23.7 Pe a ee ee are 16.4 
| ka Ben cntass<. 25.1 
12.6 10.6 77.3 All Star Movie ......... MINE oisecu. 45 
12.6 | lle 37.6 You Bet Wear Lille ...5...... BROMO 6cssae. dnt 
World Today; Harwood ...... Rr sdbekses 9.7 
Command Performance ......KING ........ 5.9 
10.1 6.8 56.8 Tampico, All Star Movie .....KTNT ........169 
et ee ear re BETO  csteee ee 4.7 
11.1 48 52.7 
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see flow 
this rabbit 
multiplies... 
ratings 


ws 


) rr 




















| Some mathematician, Bugs Bunny. In recent months the brash To see how Bugs Bunny, Popeye 
little star of Warner Bros. Cartoons increased the late-after- the Sailor and other Warner Bros. 
noon audience on KROD-TV, El Paso, Texas, six-fold— Cartoons can multiply audiences 
jumping from a last-place 4.8 to a first-place 28.1 (ARB, May). in your area, write or phone: 

: Warner Bros’. Popeye the Sailor gets Texas-size ratings in > 

| El Paso, too, pulling a 26.2 ARB for May--nearly three times C C inc. 
greater than the combined total of the two other stations. €: & 









Productions Corp. 


The El Paso story alone is conclusive proof of the.drawing nat egy hemeapernpeynon, | tap 


. te 845 Madison Ave., MUrray Hill 6-2323 
power of A.A.P. Cartoons...a success story that is being 75 E. Wacker Dr., DEarborn 2-2080 


1511 Bryan St., Riverside 7-8553 


CHICAGO 
DALLAS 


duplicated from coast to coast. 9110 Sunset Blod., CRestview 6-5886 LOS ANGELES 
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merely “jumping on the bandwag- 
The fact that MGM, Fox, 
and Warners have decided to en- 
ter this field is not a matter for 
criticism—rather it is further 


on.” 


proof of the importance of our 
busines New producers and the 
resullant @empetition should im- 
prove the quality of commercials 
and result in greater activity for 
all those able te keep pace. No 
industry can stagnate or operate 
on the basis that there is no room 
for competition, 


A Universal-International in 


Ne York and Universal City, 
Calif., expansion has been a con- | 
tinuous process. From one cus- 
tomer in June 1948, UI-TV in 1957 
can point to more than 100, in- 
cluding its first one, at every im- 
portant advertising agency in the 
country. Yet .custom-tailored 
service. remains an axiom of the 


studio, a principle encompassed in 


the production of 575 minutes of 
tv spot film production from 1/1/57 
to 7/31/57. 


In 10 years UI-TV has developed 
its personnel and facilities for the 
very special requirements of tv 
spol production. Its staff of pro- 
ducers, directors, cameramen and 
technicians has gradually increased 
with the broadening of the field 
so that personal attention has not 
suffered. The studio's creative en- 
ergies have been utilized both in 
terms of existing production tech- 
niques and film-making advances. 
further point raised was 
that of “economic attrition” and 
“price-cutting.” Again, there is 
the naive approach that this hap- 
pens only in the film business and 
particularly only since Hollywood 
entered the picture. If Walter 
would like to see some of our scars 
from “independent” price-cutting 
I will be happy to exchange notes 
with him. In seriousness, this is 
an evil, unfortunately, that will 
always be present—it is not con- 
fined to any one type of producer. 
Happily no one has ever built a 
successful business on this prac- 
tice and for every agency producer 
who will buy this, there are 10 who 
will look for integrity, quality and 
past performance. 

I believe Walter is correct in 
urging the New York producers to 
use every effort to improve their 
techniques, train their people, and 
increase their technical facilities. 
This we have been doing and we 
will continue to do. As for his try- 
ing to create an East-West battle- 
field—I would like to remind him 


One 





molaw-Wc-lit-leliiiii-1-+ 





~ East-West Vidfilm Battle 


Continued from page % =& 





that we have not yet settled the 
| North-South issue—beside which 
| there’s too much to be done. 
Norman E. Gluck 

| (Television Department Universal 
Pictures Co.) 


iv, ABC 


Continued from pace 27 Gomme 




















announced. Deal was made through 
| Young & Rubicam, Puerto Rico 
ABC Film Syndication’s first 
sale in Manila was made to station 
| DLAG-TV, which bought “Code 
13,” “Sheena,” and “Racket Squad.” 
Other ABC foreign sales are as 
follows: Spanish dubbed versions 
of “Three Musketeers” to Lee Op- 
tical Co. for all Puerto Rico with 


uled for WAPA, -San Juan, and 
WORA, Mayaguez. Series will start 
in Ponce sometime 


Viceroy Cigarets bought “Passport 
to Danger” for Caracas. Ford Mo- 
tors, via J. Walter Thompson, Mex- 
ico, bought “Passport to Danger” 
for immediate start in Guatemala. 
Retiring foreign topper Kagan Is 
joining NBC Film Sales to head up 
latter’s Mexican headquarters. 


Shupert 


Continued from page 2] aaa 











just so-so, or don’t create any ex- 
citement. And he adds, sometimes 
the networked rating of the show 
may not reflect the commercialibil- 
ity and attractiveness of the series, 
the possibility of it being pitted 
against stiff opposition, bad time 
slot, or what have you. Residual 
values in such circumstances are di- 
luted and the “off-network” bo- 
nanza, or to be more exact, the 
stage when profits are to be real- 
ized, proves illusory. 

The near $1,000,000 in sales on 
“26 Men” was racked up in the 
main with advertisers and agencies, 
the breakdown being 80° in that 
category and 20° with stations. 
Some of the advertisers buying the 
show include Hood Dairies for 11 
New England markets, the largest 
regional inked, A&P, for three 
markets, Standard Oil of Texas, 
eight markets, Freihofer Bakeries 
and the latest August Wagner 
Breweries for five situations. Point 
in listing sponsor picture it to in- 





a starting date this month sched-| 


in October | 
when the station goes on the air. | 


dicate that it was nothing like the} 
70 market deal that keynoted the! 
production on “wie 


} 
second year 
| Trooper.” 


Inside Stuff—TV Films 


Some of the big markets still to Even though it has sold its Coast operation to Hamm Breweries, 
be sold include Detroit, Chicago,| Liebmann Breweries is upping its overall television budget during the 
St. Louis, Washington, Milwaukee, | “Miss Rheingold” contest. Increase, agency Foote, Cone & Belding re- 
Cincinnati and New York, although | Ports, is about 30°. 


in the latter ABC 
order for sponsorship. 
ABC Film Syndication, which for 


holds a half-| 


For the first time, Rheingold bought a five-minute entertainment 


| show to help plug the product and the eight-week contest. Sarra pro- 


| duced a one-shot with Marge 


and Gower Champion, with original music 


the past year @id not have a fi-st-| and choreography by Dick Pribor. Pic will be repeated throughout the 


run property 
| siders its experience with 
a revelation. If the market can 
j}absorb it, ABC Film Syndication 
| is prepared to put five properties 
in syndication over the course of a 
year, Shupert says. 





———aae Continued from page 27 aaa 


the last being Exquisite 
Form Bra’s projected deal with 
National Telefilm Associates, via 
Gray Advertising. While Exquisite 
Form Bra has not been much of a 
spot buyer, it’s going to be repre 
sented this current season on the 
networks, according te present 
| plans. Preduct lined up by NTA 
| apparenthy will be nothing new for 
| television, rerums of features and 
, syndicated properties. 

Stations, too, are divided on the 
problem, many of the stronger out- 
lets refusing to have anything to 
do with a spot time—in exchange 
for programming deal, especially 
when the programming offered is 
marginal. The comparatively wezk- 
er stations are much more barter 
prone, lacking the hard cash for 
programming and having plenty of 
ur.bought spots available. 

While the barter bubble appears 
te be bursting, there always will be 
some such deals around, as indi- 
cated above, some also coming from 
smaller agencies and minor syndi- 
cators, a few of which are fly by 
night operations. 


Levitt 


Continued from page 25 


deals, 

















clated British. This will be a 
period piece themed to the Napo- 
leonic Wars, now in scripting stage, 
with the venture crystallizing 
Levitt’s new concept in co-produc- 
tion. Five other series are envi- 
sioned for the future. 

Behind this ambitious Levitt 
schedule are convictions about the 
business in general; of an aware- 
| ness for the need for a continuity 
of product, sales and activity. For 
without that continuity and faith 








LLL 


~ Houston 


in syndication, con-| Mave 
“26 Men”| 2, 





contest on three New York channe 


is, two in Hartford and one in New 


MPO Television and ATV Film 


| New York. Tieup with Mickey 
studio space in Long Island City, 


Productions just consolidated MPO 


was already one of the largest of the telefilm commercial producers in 
Schwarz’s ATV gives MPO additional 
making the merged organization the 


one with the most permanent studio space in the east. With MPO’'s 


' 
| ad 


! immediately. 


net's affiliated stations. 


— | Studios in Manhattan, the combined total is now five studios. 
Schwarz will work as a producer-director under MPO’s banner. In 
dition, all of ATV’s personnel, according to MPO, will be ‘absorbed 





Out of a field of 20 Shirley Temple features made in the mid-30's 
by the 20th-Fox, NTA Film Network selected the following four titles 
for pre-Christmas Sunday showings. They are “Rebecca of Sunny- 
brook Farm,” “CaptaimJanuary,” “Wee Willie Winkie” and “Heidi.” 

The holiday specials stemmed from a tieup with Ideal Toy Co., which 
is lined up as one of the sponsors. Ideal Toy is bringing out a new 
Shirley Temple doll. Telecast will kick off Oct. 20 on many of the film 





in both your product and the’ fu- 
ture, he says, you might as well 
give up because you cannot hold 
creative people. There can be no 
operation, says Levitt, on a hand- 
to-mouth basis. Within the econo- 
mic framework of a $40,000 cost 
per negative and with a proper 
“continuity of programming” (such 
as “Silent Service,” “Union Paci- 
fic,” “Boots and Saddles”) one gets 
the desired flexibility on a project- 
to-project basis; bring in one show 
for $27,000 and you've got~-$50,000 
to upgrade the next entry. 


of exaggerated rating claims 
(“What good does it do te boast a 
Ne. 2 position in Elbow Bend, 
Idaho, or the No. 1 position in 
Screwdriver, Ill., if it isn't related 
to the overall picture”); maintains 
that the more responsible people 
in the industry have an antipathy 
toward barter deals (“We'll certain- 
ly be the last to go in”). But 
primarily, he says, Cal Nat has but 
one major responsibility—to pro- 
duce entertainment that will enable 
the sponsor to use the medium to 
,attract maximum consumers, 





are expected to 
this area within the next 60 days. 
KETV, owned by the Omaha 


TY at North Platte, Neb., owned 
by the Goldenrod Tele-Radio Co. 
Pueblo, Colo., has set Oct. 15 as 








its goal. 





EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


| " TV Film Review | 


Levitt deplores the prevalence | 


World-Herald, will make its initial] 1° 
telecasts on Sept. 17, while KWLS- by a boy, Michael Brook, who re- 











GAY CAVALIER 

With Christian Marquand, Larry 
Burns, Ivan Craig, Michael 
Brook, Simone Silva, Charles 
Farrell, Brune Barnabe, Sam 


Kydd 
Writers: Charlotte Hastings, Gor- 

don Wellesley 
Director: Lance Comfort 
Producer: George King 
30 Mins., Tues., 7 p.m. 
Associated-Rediffusion from Lon- 

don 

George King, veteran British film 
producer, with a string of well- 
knewn features to his credit, has 
branched out into the telepix field, 
with this costume series currently 
|being aired on the Associated- 
| Rediffusion outlet from London. 
| Although given an evening viewing 
slot, this series is barely strong 
enough to sustain a children’s pro- 
gram. It has been on offer in 
the US for some time, but has not, 
| apparently, attracted any buyers. 
Understandably. 

The title role through the skein 
is played by Christian Marquand, 











Omaha — Two more tv stations! }.¢ in the current episode, “Little 
eo on the air in 


| Cavalier,” he was relegated to a 
| minor supporting part, with almost 
ne opportunity to indulge in hero- 
The principal part was played 


| fused to squeal to the Roundheads 
| where his father was hiding out. 
The story line, never clearly de- 
veloped, was hardly aided by er- 
ratic continuity. -The script was 
distinguished only by the banalities 
and cliches it contained. Perfor- 
mances were generally below aver- 
age, but a busty display by Simone 
Silva helped te liven the proceed- 


ings. . Myro. 
TV Film Chatter 
Charles (Bud) Barry, v.p. of 


Metre TV, to the Coast .. , Ditto 
Pete Roebeck, RKO Television 
exec . . . Ed Stern, Ziv Interna- 
tional prez, back from Europe. 
Also returning from a quick trip 
to London is Manny Reiner, Tele- 
vision Programs of America’s for- 
eign topper... Ed Aaranson, MCA 
TV publicist, due to leave for the 
Coast shortly . . . Barney Girard 
and Osear Rudolph have been as- 
signed as directors to Metro TV's 
“Thin Man” series. 

Morrie Roizman appointed direc- 
tor of Transfilm’s editorial depart- 
ment and will assist exec veep 
Walter Low company’s 
plans for theatrical and tv shows; 
resigns as supervisor of short sub- 


errytoons’ biz manager is 
Bors recently budget manager for 
B. T, Babbitt... M and Gower 
Cc ion lensi my eral Elece 
tric Theatre's” “Mischief at Bandy- 
leg” fon-fall .,. Ken Hyman, exe¢ 
at Associated Artists, and wife 
parents of girl, Kate, born last 
week in Wesport, Conn. . 


Guy or Doll Wanted 


Hotshot typist, stenographer, contact 
person, right-hand man of woman in 
dingy, frantie public relations office. 
Tremendous for genius 


In TV, 

Low starting salery $75, but steady 
increases vp to $125 in one year te 
the right person. Write 


Box 411, VARIETY 





154 W. 46 St., New York 36, N. Y. 














ects at National Telefilm ,.. New . 
William 
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———— ——— other staffers joining in ad lib.; 
“ | p _ . Semeve work ~ aeene - the KREM-TV & AM IN 
. inest ever seen. Excellent closeups | : 
Radio-TV Production Centers TV for Children and angles, squeezed out the last $2 000 000 SALE 
Continued from page 24 | drop of atmosphere of an easy y 4 
, : Octet en he going late night show. Seattle, Aug. 13. 
ica to the impact of video the re-| The only sets were the props; King Broadcasting Ca here 
director, authoring the Boston Traveler's first jazz column twice week!) . i or ‘eoivped Used for other programs that had | IG IG-TV) hs 
BO wap ‘ pian port deplores stock or stereotyped ¢ “ |} (KING and KING-TY) has pur- 
WBZ-TV saluted Boston Common, America’s first playground, with Sin 7 : been left scattered about the/| 132.4 a controlling interest in 
live programming from the historic spot from morning to night as part | “!!@"@cterizations In plots. Women| empty stage, and as the cameras | KREM.-TV and vedic & okane. for 
of its “Let Freedom Ring” project .. . Westinghouse began new policy | are too frequently pictured as|roamed about obviously looking | $2 000 000 Pp ; 
of programming FM as individual operations devoted to music of | schemers, fathers as dopes unable | for unusual pictures, the studio Page 


operas, symphonies and ballets with WBZ-FM, Boston, changing its 
transmitter location and improving tech facilities . . . Robert E. Mar- 


shall, former band and act agent of MCA, new p.r. dir. at WBZ-WBZA 


IN CLEVELAND... 


“Madeline” kicked off five-minute 11:15 p.m. nightly femme fatale 
strip on WEWS ... WJW-TV's Roger Kennedy concluded his news 
series with trip to Colorado. Future plans unknown . . . Ken Armstrong 
does five-minute news pitch and John Fitzgerald follows with sports 

Paul Wilcox doing pre-Indian ball game “Dugout Interviews” . 
Robert Newsham, WFIL, named KYW-TV assistant sales manage! 

Joe Doughenty, exits KYW-TV to become WAAM sales manage! 

Dorothy Fuldheim, WEWS commentator, kicks off 1 p.m. hour long 
femme spiel aided by Ronnie Barrett and musical group “Timekeepers” 
with Diek Mone, Churck Diamondoff and Bob McKee . . . Steve Hal- 
perin, ex-WCKT-TV, named KYW-TV flack .. . Wally King pacted for 
WEWS' “Friday Piayhouse.” 


IN DALLAS... 


Charles Payne, ex-KIXL manager, will head the new local office of 
Peters, Griffin & Woodward, Inc., opening tomorrow (Thurs.) for radio 
station representation, only. Hal Thompson, in Fort Worth, will repre- 
sent Texas tv stations for the firm... Jim Underwocd, KRLD an- 


tc do anything right and certainly 
unable to achieve equality with the 


wife who does his thinking ior him. 
Avainst that men seidom are al- 
lowed to show tenderness or wom- 
en mechanical aptitude, physical 


power or courage. The strong sil- 
ent male here is also a dubious 
model for growing boys since, as 
written, he makes his decisions 
vithout consulting anybody—thus 
omitting the lesson of teamplay 
and community cooperation. 
Co-authors of the report are: 
Tom Carskadon, Rudy Bretz, 
Georgé Crothers, Ralph Garry, 
Robert Goldensen, Dale Harris, 
Paul Homme, Eleanor Maccoby, 


| Paul Reed, Robert Lewis Shayon, I. 


nouncer, emceeing a new Saturday weekly q.&a., “Comet Rice Quiz”... . | 


Walter Cronkite, CBS staffer, will be featured speaker Oct. 18 at the 
Southwest Journalism Forum, sponsored by the Dallas Press Club and 
Southern Methodist U. He’s a Texas U. grad . . . KBCS, Arlington, 
started airing last week, with Ralph Widman, ex-WFAA sports reporter, 
as manager ... United National Film Corp., new tv firm, started lens- 
ing yesterday (Mon.) first of 39 half-hour films, “Indemnity,” starring 
Richard Kiley. Frank Telford is directing, with Al Gilks on camera. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS . ... 


KSTP TV-AM (ocal NBC outlet) staffers in election called by Labor 
Relations board rejected AFTRA representation by 15 to 3 vote 
although many are members of the organization . . . WCCO Radio's 
all-day drive for area flood and tornado victims raised more than 
$100,000 . . . KMGM-TV personality Mary Jo Tierney also inked for 
some WTCN-TV shows .. . Sheldon W. Peterson from KLZ Radio, 
Denver, appointed WTCN-TY-FM special events director . . . Crowds 
averaging 5,000 attracted dafly to “Truth and Consequence” when the 
NBC morning tv network show originated from a local shopping center 
during Aquatennial celebration week. KSTP-TV arranged to have pro- 
gram brought here 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ee 


Keith Tyler. 

Appended to the text proper is 
a provocative balancing of desir- 
able and undesirable traits in child- 
aimed television programs. Em- 
cees should be warm and sincere, 
not effeminate men or masculine 
women, Adults should be knowl- 
edgable but not high pressure gab- 
bers. Warning against child gen- 
iuses on the air is sounded. 

Perhaps the most significant 
“propaganda” check-points in the 
booklet are these: tv has little or 


|;ne effeet on eyesight or health, 


Oakland's new channel 2 will probably have the call letters, KDOS. | 


William Pabst, general manager, appears set on a site in Oakland's 
Jack London Square, expects to spend about $250,000 for the studio 


center... 


broadcasts Aug. 6, discharged 20 workers .. . Lu Hurley was eased out 


of his Cale dogfood spot . . . KPIX is telecasting the Western States’ | 


Little League playoffs in Frisco Aug. 17, with Union Oil sponsoring 
... New saiesaian at KROW, Oakland, is Lou Rippa, ex-KVSM ... 
Pete. Abenhelm (KPIX's Captain Fortune) says “the threat of pay-tv 
already has improved commercial tv programming”... Dave Segal’s 
KOBY is throwing a big, free jazz bash as a promotion at Oakland 
Civic Auditorium Aug. 18. 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Jerry Williams, former WIBG late-night gabber, ankles Philly for 
WMEX, Boston ... Max Leon, WDAS pres., has donated space for new 
quarters for the Phila. Radio and TV Broadcasters Assn, in station at 
2nd and Arch Sts... . Benediet Gimbel Jr. pres. and general manager 


of WIP, and Mrs. Gimbel leave (16) on the S.S. “Liberte,” for European | 


tour 


... Vinee Lee, WRCV deejay, emceeing a weekly teenage Swim 


and Dance Party at the Aqua Club, New Hope .. . The tv unit of Smith, | 


Kline & French produced a film on use of tranquilizing drugs in mental 


illness, to be released this fall for public service showing. Don Belcher | 


directed . . . Bob Menefee, WIP disk jockey vacationing in Atlantic 
City, broadcast eye witness account of the general alrm fire on the 
Million Dollar Pier. 


IN DETROIT... 


James H. Quello, advertising and public relations director of WJR, 
has been named program manager, succeeding Ron Gambie who re- 
signed in order to devote full time to the operation of his Blue Haven 
resort in northern Mich ... WWJ announces the appointments of John 
A. Wales as local tv sales manager and Walter A. Schwartz as loca! 
radio sales manager . .. WWJ, which bills itself as the world’s first 
radio station, will celebrate 37 years of broadcasting Aug. 20. 





Another California UHF station went down the drain— | 
KVVG, channel 27, Tulare, in the San Joaquin Valley, discontinted | 


achievement in school, reading of 
books. As te ty influence on char- 
acter development, moral behav- 
iour, fears and aggressions the pan- 
el which prepared the text 
wisely states “Brother, we don't 
have an inkling.” 


‘Foreign TV Reviews 
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settle down, “Place The Face,” 
could well be an audience snatcher. 
\ couple of years age the BBC 
tried out two American tv shows. 
One was “Place The Face,” the 
other “This Is Your Life.” At that 
time there was roem for only one 
of them in the pregram schedules 
| —the latter got the air time. Since 
then BBC-TV has been waiting for 
a chance te air the other program. 
| I: will now be transmitted fort- 
nightly. 
Idea of the show is that celebri- 
ties are invited to identify semeone 
| they have met briefly at some time 
|during their lives. On the show 
|}ecaught the celebrities comprised 
| two comedians, one comedienne, a 
| tennis player and a socialite. Emcee 
Pete Murray did his best to keep 
the show swinging along smoothly 
with a pleasant line of patter. 
Bary. 








THE DILL JONES TRIO 

With Dill Jones, Malcolm Cecil, 
Danny Craig, Jo Serle, Tommy 
Whittle 

Producer: Christian Simpson 

15 Mins.; Tues., 10:30 p.m. 

| BBC-TV, from London 

It’s not often that BBC-TV lets 

jitself go, but when it does, it 

|throws caution to the wind and 

;comes“up with shows like the one 
under review that present serious 
rivals to the commercial tv airings. 

This show was billed purely as a 

jazz session, and that’s exactly 
what it was. The trio set up their 

|kit in an empty studic and had a 

jam session with technicians and 
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#2 HIGHWAY PATROL 
#3 DR. CHRISTIAN 
#6 MEN OF ANNAPOLIS 


#7 SCIENCE FICTION 
THEATRE 


#9 MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
#12 | LED 3 LIVES 


Los Angeles Pulse, Feb. '57 
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NEW YORK * CHICAGO « CINCINNATI « HOLLYWOOD 


|Tommy Whittle. 





| staff were seen taking it easy, and 


in somg cases dancing. Dill Jones 
supplied some excellent jazz piano 
and neat patter, backed up by Mal- 
colm Cecil (bass), Danny Craig 
(drums) and guest artists, jazz 
singer Jo Serle and tenor saxist 
Bary. 
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a choral group comprised of world- 
wide Army Talent Contest winners. 
Actress scored on obvious points, 
but her voice was largely lost in 
the vocal volume generated by the 
soldier choristers. “Rock Hunter,” 
her current 20th-Fox release, came 
in for a plug, natch. 

A couple of special material 
numbers have projected Miss Bur- 
nett into a certain amount of pro- 
minence of late and she reprised 
them with telling effect. For the 
record the tunes are “I Made a 
Fool of Myself Over John Foster 
Dulles” and “Puppy Love.” Palmer, 
who reportedly was discovered for 
the title role of “Li'l Abner” while 
appearing on the Sullivan show last 
year, returned to cop plaudits 
with a neat vocal of “The Song Is 
You.” 

Interviewed by Sullivan, Maj. 
Tyson modestly and laconically re- 
counted his experiences in bring- 
ing his Military Air Transport 
Service Stratocruiser to an unevent- 
ful landing in Hilo on only two 
engines. Shy and reticent, the 
Major probably underweat mere 
discomfort in telling about the in- 
cident than in coping with it. 

Among the Army acts were The 
Burke Twins, clever tumbling due 
from Fort Carson, Colo.; a hep 
Dixieland sextet from Fert Dix, 
N.J.; The Cavaliers, four males 
whose vocal repertoire ranged 
from barbershop harmonies 
touches of rock ‘n’ roll, and Lieut. 
Buddy Knox. Latter, whose wax- 
ing of “Party Doll” topped a mil- 
lion platters, reprised a few bars 
of this ditty as well as another 
number. 

Withal, this was a solid G.I. show 
that should generate plenty of 
goodwill for both Sullivan and the 
sponsoring Lincoln-Mercury D:< l- 
ers. Sunday's edition, incidentally, 
marked the emcee’s return te the 
cameras after hospitalization and 
summer respite. Gilb. 


—_—__ 


London TV 
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scenes moves are being carried out 
in typical British hush-hush fash- 
ion, it’s known that the Indepen- 
dent Television Authority has been 
concerned for some time at the 
influence wielded among some of 
the existing companies by Harold 
S. Drayton, a leading and influen- 
tial city financier. Although the 
Television Act clearly stipulates 
that there should be no financial 
inter-relation between the various 
program contractors, the ITA have 
not been able to overlook the in- 
creasing financial participation by 
the Drayton group. The Rank- 
Associated Newspapers - Amalga- 
mated Press combination was, 
therefore, encouraged as an in- 
dependently financial instrument, 
with the bait of bigger plums to 
be picked if they accepted the 
modest Isle of Wight operation as 
a humble beginning. 

There are some technical dif- 
ficulties to be overcome before a 
second London station can go on 
the air. Firstly, there are prob- 
lems in regard to siting the trans- 
mitter, but these are not regarded 
as insuperable. More difficult, 
however, is the allocation of suit- 
able wavelengths. If London's 
second commercial station gets the 
only available channel on band 
three, the BBC-TV would be forced 
on to band four for its second Lon- 
don outlet, if and when it comes. 
That would involve the public with 
additional costs in conversion of 
receivers and installation of addi- 
tional antennae. At present, the 
BBC's outlet is on band one and 
the commercial tv operates from 
band three. 





Albany—Norm Jordan, formerly 
with WNYC in New York, is a new 
announcer at WPTR. 





| Mrs. Scott Bullitt, president of 
| KING, consummated the purchase 
with Louis Wasmer, owner of the 
Spokane stations. 





Hollywood, Aug. 13 

Half interest in KTKT, AM-FM, 
Tuscon, Ariz., was purchased last 
| week for $90,000 by House Party 
| Productions Inc., Art Linkletter- 
| John Guedel outfit. Seller-is for- 
mer Chi ad man Tom Wallace Sr., 
who continues as station manager 
and joins House Party Productions 
as an exec. 

Aceording to Guedel, no per- 
sonnel and program changes are 
presently planned at 10,000- watter 
KTKT, but station may be used 
in future to try out new show ideas 
and talent for CBS “House Party” 
program. 
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Bob Haymes, for all his years in 
the radio field, is still a fresh tal- 
ent. After fyur years away from 
the station, «we opened again on 
WNEW, New York, on Monday 
(12), in Bill Kemp’s former noon- 
time slot, 

Composer-singer-gabber Haymes, 
backed by Roy Ross’ musical com- 
bo and a ehoice of good disks, 
made the two-hour show some- 
thing of a studio party. None of 
the guys in the band or the studio 
hangers-on did any talking, but 
they were there with appreciative 
laughter for the emcee’s ambling 
conversational tidbits. 

Ross’ numbers, in the portion 
reviewed, were performed nicely. 
He used a small combo, the kind 
of group that lends itself well to 
jazzier pieces. Perhaps the only 
fault to find with the show is that 
Ross and the canned music are 
both in the ~yin that may be just 
a shade more progressive than the 
midday listener is used to. Art. 


Chi WBKB 
=m Continued from page 35 Gea 


“a betrayal, disregarding the 
friendship and mutual respect that 
the union and management have 
built up here for several years.” 
Particularly, Quinlan was incensed 
over the NABET crew’s failure to 
give forewarning and their with- 
holding of an explanation for the 
action until 20 minutes after the 
station had gone off the air. 

Quinlan called it “irresponsible 
. .. a disgrace to union manage- 
ment relations.” He said, “They've 
hurt their own movement. Around 
here now we think in terms of two 
kinds of employees—-NABET and 
all others.” 








Dayton — Malcolm S. Richards 
has been named to the newly-cre- 
ated post of sales manager for 
WING, Dayton. Richards has been 
with the station as a salesman and 
regional count exec since 1952. 
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DO YOU NEED A COMMERCIAL IN A RUSH? 
Do you have a last-minute TV spot problem? MGM-TV offers top quality 
A 
. and speed at budget prices. You can srill meet your Fall production 
. schedule thanks to the fabulous facilities of the Culver City studio! 
: ON A SPOT? JUST CALL LEO! 
le 
4 
4 
is The nation’s biggest agencies 
~ end most important advertisers 
= ore discovering MGM-TVI <<. & 
To mention just a few... = 
7 RCA an es 
Eastman K - 
| Helene Curtis G . 
Maybelline A SERVICE OF eS 
Pure Oil a 
) ee LOEW'S INCORPORATED 
| Standard Oil of Indigna Wire, write or phone 
Houbigant Perfumes Richard A. Horper, General Sales Mgr. 
Bell & Howell 701 7th Ave., New York 36, NM. Y., JUdson 2-2000 
Richard Hudnut Richard Lewis 
Pillsbury 360 N, Michigan, Chicago, Hil., RAndolph 6-1011 
z) MGM Studios, Culver City, Colif., TExes 0-331! 
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installed it in an earlier time in an' 
effort to hypo ratings and business. 
That didn't work either, and mean- | 
while as the rest of NBC's daytime 
schedule kept hitting new rating 
and sponsor highs, “Home” be- 
came an embarrassment in the 
overall daytime picture. It had to 
g0 


With “Home” out and ‘Tonight” | 
reduced to a vehicle around which | 
affiliates could sell adjacencies, | 
NBC decided to. break up the 
*“T-H-T" sales and promotional] unit. | 
For one thing, sales & program- | 


ming exee v.p. Bob Kintner didn’t | 
care very much for the “magazine 
concept" of sales-programming; for 
another, ““T-H-T” was a Pat Weaver 
innovation, and that was—and is 
distasteful to the NBC manage- | 


ment, 


Beyond this, there wasn’t much 
sense in continuing the unit with) 
only “Today” left to sell. The 
obvious administrative advantages, | 
along with the advantages to ad- 
vertisers, were eliminated when the 
three shows couldn't be sold in 
tandem. Some of the “T-H-T” 
force were dropped, others merged | 
into the sales department. 


Since much of the old “T-H-T” 
business was penny-ante stuff for | 
tv—the vast majority of orders well | 
under $1,000,000 — “Today” has | 
been getting somewhat sluffed in| 


ALL TEN 


OF THE 


TOP TEN 


PLUS 


24 of the 
TOP 25 


ON 
WSAZ-TV 


In the June 1957 ARB 


survey of the 110 county 


area served by Huntington 
Charleston television .. . 


WSAZ-TV PROGRAMS 
ARE 
WAY OUT IN FRONT 


1 THE FORD SHOW 


2 THE PERRY COMO 
SHOW 


3 YOUR HIT PARADE 


4 THE LORETTA YOUNG 
SHOW 


THE CHEVY SHOW 
THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE 
FATHER KNOWS BEST 


THE STEVE ALLEN 
SHOW 


TWENTY ONE 
THIS IS YOUR LIFE 
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Cy P 
pees eters 6'4'5'4\a hie Caace 
HUNTINGTON-CHARLESTON, W. VA. 
V.B.c. NETWORE 
Attihated with Radio Stations 
WSAZ. Huntington & WKAZ, Charleston 
LAWRENCE H. ROGERS, PRESIDENT 
Represented by The Katz Agency 








‘tion, will instead use the 15-minutes years, 


| Thursday (8), net reports that 


Decline & Fail of ‘T-H-T’ 
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the context of a sales operation 
which thinks of each order in the 
millions. The old concept was a 
volume concept—lots of pennies 
added up to lots of dollars—but a 
network sales operation as con- 
trasted with a special sales unit 
can't be bothered with the volume 
traffic. 

Consequently, “Today” business 
too has been dropping off at a rapid 
rate. A year ago, a week didn't 
pass when a bundle of business 
wasn't signed for one or all of the 
three shows, with “Today” getting 
the lion's share. As of July, NBC 
signed no more than three con- 
tracts for “Today” participations, 
an indication of the way things 
have been going. 

While there’s been no thought | 
among NBC management of drop- | 
ping “Today,” the very set of cir- 
circumstances that have slowed) 
down its sales impact may yet turn 
out to be the signal for the last 


|of ‘“T-H-T.” 
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ping around for another Pitt. affili- 
ate. 

Since the official takeover from 
the RKO Teleradio group last 
14 
indies have queried MBS on pos-| 
sible affiliation, with KLLL,, Lub-| 
bock, Tex., being the first signed. 

Ownby, in his new post as field 
director, will join King in calling 
on the 14 station heads comprising 
the Mutual Affiliates Advisory) 
Committee and then hit the roaa! 
to talk to station execs in the seven 
MAAC districts. 

Following the changeover, the 
new group, headed by New York 
industrialist Armand Hammer elec-| 
ted Roberts prez and _ director,) 
while Hammer was elected chair-| 
man of the board. Other directors 
named were H. Roy Roberts, Ojai, | 
Cal., also designated treasurer;| 
Frank P. Barton, Los Angeles at-| 


‘| torney, also chosen secretary; Bert- 


ram J. Hauser named exec v.p.;| 
Arthur Brown of New York and L 
M. Halper of Los Angeles. 
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the Par-ABC merger. ‘ut with 
such. colossal issues as , ij-tv, the 


whole future of the tv allocations 
picture and the dire implications 
ot the D.C. inquiries into network 
practices (it’s a virtual certainty 
that, to some degree, the networks’ 
collective knuckles will be rapped) | 
—the “whither FCC’ story is ex-} 
tremely iffy. 

Pay-TV—There’s little doubt but | 
that the FCC will authorize a test | 
for fee-tv, oraqbably next month. | 
Nobody's denying that it’s a poten- | 
tial threat to the whole concept of | 
free television. One network top- 
per frankly conceded: “Who knows, | 
if pay-tv is what the public wants, 
and they'll certainly get a chance | 
to find out, we may have no alter- | 
native but to embrace pay-tv our- | 
selves and throw out the whole 
structure as we now know it.” | 
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6:35, 7-7:10 and again at 9-9:05. He| 
will continue with his regular 7:45) 
to 8 show also. Sterling picks up| 
til 9 with his regular stanza from| 
the time the news with Tice at 7:45 
and the network news at 8 are over.| 

Lowe, who has the half-hour un- 
til 9:30 and Miss Wright, who fol- 
lows until 10, are giving the hour 
(actually 55-minutes with the new 
Tice news capsule) over to Lanny 
Ross, who is on from 4 to 5 p.m. at 
present. Ross, according to pro- 
gram chief Allen Ludden who was’ 
responsible ‘for mapping the 
changes, will play soft music, con- 
sisting largely of albums and di- 


| rected at the “older” audience in 


an effort to build the leadin for 
Godfrey's ayem network show. 
After Godfrey's finished at 11:30, 
Lowe will still be heard, with a 
slight variation of his present show 
Lowe, who from 11:30 to 11:45 now 
does “Lowe Again,” a reminde1 
of his soon defunct 9-9:30 presenta- 


show. The network takes over at! 
11:45 and continues until 4, when) 
Lowe's new show, “Jim Lowe's} 
Hideaway,” will be heard. Ludden 
says the hour, along the lines af 
Lowe's Saturday afternoon format 
directed at teeners and hipsters of 
all ages, will feature top records. 
Ross holds this time now. 

Miss Wright's future time will 
be from 5:30 to 6, period currently 
occupied by Faulk. 

After Jackson aud the news, at| 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV - 


Second quarter spot expenditures in 1957 totalled $118,870,000 for 


320 tv stations replying to the 


Television Bureau of Advertising, This 


video spot tally is about a 10° increase’over the same period in ‘56, 


according to the bureau. 
Participations—taken principally 


have shown the greatest dollar incr 
made on a gross one-time rate. 


to mean advertising expenditures 


| for locally-shown film and live programming (mostly the former)— 


rease in the report. Tabulations are 





WCBS-TY’s daily 6:30 to 7 ayem 


télecourse for college credit began 


6:15, Herman Hickman will con-| last Wednesday (7), and since that time New York U., which is running 
tinue his 10-minute sports show. At} the lectures, has gotten three persons to pay their $75 each and sign 


6:25, it'll 


be weather with Hal! for credit. These students in the course on comparative literature hap- 


Simms. Leonard returns to WCBS) pen to be girls, making it the first time in the history of N.Y.U.’s up- 
Radio from 6:30 to 6:40 with town branch that it has registered females. 


“Around New York.” | 


a a me 
——- 
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In all, the college received 267 
course began. 


requests for further info since the 





RCA Victor and NBC-TV are tyi 


receiver line for fall followed by 
color programming plans. Time fro 


ng up a closed-circuit wire for two 


| hours the evening of Sept. 4, first hour for a pitch on RCA's new tint 


the network's preview showing of 
m 5:30 to 6:30 will be the receiver 


with Len O'Connor ‘vice Morgan |jine for RCA dealers. From 6:30 to 7:30 NBC-TV affils will be added 
Beatty), five of weather with Clint |to the viewers to 0.0 the programming sked. Network reports over 80 
Youle, five minutes of the Utleys | cities will receive the two-part multichrome stanza. 


(Clifton and Frayn, taking alter-| 
nate nights with commentary on | 
international news), five of sports | 


sey Connors’ household hints. 


Morgan Beatty will continue tc | 
do the 10:10 p.m. newscast until 
the new program shuffle goes into 
effect. At that time, he’ll return to 
the NBC network in New York, 
handing down the mantle to O’Con- 
nor, Beatty has news segments on | 
“Monitor,” “News and the World,” | 
and “Life Around the Weere,* 
which heretofore he has been do- | 
ing from Chicago. The Utleys, by | 
the way, are making a return to 
video after several years, now that 
Clifton has apparently recovered 
from an illness. 

WBBM-TV’s change is also a sig- 
nificant one. Station is dropping 
the low-rated Don Cherry show 
Sept. 9 and is replacing it at 10:45 
with five minutes of sports by Jer- 
ry Dunphy and a 10-minute inter- 
view show by Sun-Times columnist, 
Irv Kupcinet. Cherry, ironically, 
had been brought in to plug the 
10:45 gap when Kup switched to 
NBC-TV for the pre-Paar “To- 
night” show. But Cherry failed to 
equal Kup’s old ratings, which 
themselves were not intoxicating. 

It’s believed Kupcinet’s show 
will revert back to its former 15- 
minute length after the baseball 
season. Meanwhile, it's felt the 
five-minute sports insert with Dun- 
phy will serve a twofold purpose: 
(1) to give a more complete sports 
roundup than was previously pos- 
sible during the hour, and (2) to 
build the young announcer, who 
was recently acquired by the sta- 
tion from WXIX, Milwaukee. 

Aside from this brief show in a 
choice adjacency, Dunphy’s slow 
but deliberate buildup is being en- 
hanced by his recent assignment 
as host of WBBM-TV's Sunday 
night “Prestige Performance,” one 
of the station's most potent fea- 
ture film slots; 

As for Don Cherry, who went to 
work for the CBS oé&o last March, 
“other things are being contem- 
plated,” according to a station exec. 
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mind with the show and its stars, 
instead of the spot announcement, 
which it hopes is just a temporary 
expedient. As Karol put it: “A 
program sponsor is entitled to the 
goodwill generated by toprated 
performers and prestige programs 
—virtues that cannot be bought 
through purchase of 30-second spot 
announcements.” 

In a further bid to solidify the 
reestablishment of the single-spon- 
sor half-hour prestige show, Karol 
is going after the “Bell Telephone 
Hour,” now that there are indica- 
tions that it may return in the fall, 
but not to its former NBC time 
slot. Other webs are bidding too, 
but CBS wants it for the early 
Sunday afternoon half-hour pre- 
ceding the “Woolworth Hour,” 
which it considers a natural in 
terms of program sequencing. 

By virtue of the single-month 
$6,000,000 new biz wrapup, CBS 
now boasts a 97% sellout of the 
morning “Arthur Godfrey Time”; 
a 75% sellout on the daytime 
serial units, along with 462 new 
“Impact” segments. 





Hollywood — With start of new} 
“Gold Rush” programming gim- 
mick, KTLA hag shifted station 
reps, with Peters, Griffin & Wood- 
word Ine, succeeding Paul Raymer} 
org, KTLA reps for past eight, 





| supervisor, 





Site for new Writers Guild of America West building was purchased 
with Norm Barry, and five of Dor-| last week in Beverly Hills for $90,000. Entire project, including land 


pleted. 


|and structure, will represent an estimated $250,000 project when com- 


In part, financing is by bond subscriptions from membership, and 


first week’s solicitation drew 90 ple 
Writers Branch of WGAW is loanin 
Present plans call for occupancy 


dges totalling $53,500. Also, Sereen 
g the Guild $50,000 for the project. 
in March. While building will pri- 


marily house Guild officers, limited rentals to outside firms will be 


available. 
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before Watts’ death. Boy was with 
two friends in a car, when an irate 
night watchman who told police he 
was tired of drivers racing down 
road in front of his house, fired sev- 
eral shots at them. One shot came 
close. Watchman made the dailies 
as “phantom” gunman until cap- 
ture the next day. 

Light side of miscues came Fri- 
day when swarms of treasure hunt- 
ers broke up a trap carefully laid 
by narcotics officers. 

Cops set up shop Thursday af- 
ternoon when a $15,000 cache of 
heroin was turned up in a grass- 
covered lot off Old Main Street 
Road. Five officers staked out 
nearby waiting for someone to 
pick yp the stuff—but all they 
turned up were treasure hunters. 

“About 1,500 or 2,000 people vis- 
ited the area while we were wait- 
ing,” said Officer R. D. Smith. 
“People kept finding the package 
and picking it up. We kept asking 
them to put it back. We waited 24 
hours———but there were too many 
treasure hunters, I guess. We had 
to give up.” 

The same day, squads of officers 
had to be rushed to a nearby area 
south of the V. A. Hospital where 
5,000 hunters swarmed over gar- 
dens, lawns and shrubbery and in 
some cases invaded the houses of 
irate residents. 

One group of hunters brought 
picnic lunches which they polished 
off on a private lawn. A home- 
owner told police he found another 
group looking for the $25,000 in 
his garage deepfreeze. 

“We had a lot of people phone | 
complaints to the station,” Keyes 
said. “But we had no way of 
checking on their accuracy. 

“One man told me some treas- 
ure hunters had gone into his barn | 
and allowed five horses te escape.” 

Keyes said the check had been 
hidden by an Oklahoma insurance 
company that specializes in “‘treas- 
ure hunts and other promotions.” 

“Even I didn’t know where it 
was, I got to thinking about it the 
last night and decided to look— 
but I didn’t have any success 
either.” 


Paul Winchell Client 


Paul Winchell has found a part 
sponsor for his upcoming Sunday 
afternoon ABC-TV show. Hartz 
Mountain products bought alter- 
nate weeks of the 4:30 to 5 pro- 
gram. 

George L. Hartman agency han- 
died the negotiations with the juve 
show. There is no name as yet for 
y program, which begins Sept. 








New Orleans, Two men have 
been upped in the commercial and 
program departments of WDSU, 
John F. Screen, manager, said Fri- 
day (9). Harold Wheelahan has 
been promoted to assistant station | 
manager in addition to present 
duties as commercial manager. 
Jim Dunbar, deejay personality, 
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FOR SALE—SMALL ESTATE 
ppesite Westchester Country Cleb 
Deip's quarters, 

Phone Rye 7-0521 
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PUBLICITY 
WRITER — Contact, Top Column Men, 
Features, Solid TV-Theater Exp. Pree- 
ently employed, seeking more chal- 
longing 


position. 
Write BOX 985, VARIETY 
154 W. 46 St. New York 36, N. Y. 
—_————— 


Luxurious Waterfront Home 


Atlantic Beach, L1-175 Bay Bivd-South Shore's 
most beautiful MIN TO MANH. 

Fishing, swimming 
beach 

















long term 
mtge. lense. ite Box 113, Atiantic 
Beach, NY or cali CEdarhurst 9-9426, 














BOY FRIDAY 


Intelligent young man desires posi- 
tien as private secretary. General 
and varied clerical duties. Refer- 
ences. Contact: IRVING VINSONT, 
2639 Linconia Ave. Trevose, Pa. 
Orchard 3-1790. 
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has been appointed production 


$100 - $110 Inquire Premises 
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PIX & DISKS’ ‘LOVE & MARRIAGE’ 
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Jazz Going Legit in 


Blending Planned by Kameron & Kay 


Nitery-Concert 





Jazz is now being primed for a+ 
legit showcasing. Pete Kameron 
and Monte Kay, who produced a 
three-week run of “Jazz Under 
The Stars” in New York's Central 
Park for Michael Grace and Chris 
Anderson, are prepping a “Jazz 
Theatre” concept which will incor- 
porate a jazz concert presentation 
with theatrical values. 

According to Kameron & Kay, 
it'll be a cross between a jazz pre- 
sentation seen in night clubs and in 
concerts. The prices for acts, they 
say, will be comparable to nitery 
fees but not as much as the jazz- 
sters get on one-nighter tours. How- 
ever, the jazz performers already 
canvassed by Kameron & Kay have 
expressed a willingness to pioneer 
in the theatre field. Plans are to run 
the show in New York for three or 
four weeks and then take it on the 
road for one-to-two-week stands in 
key cities. 

Presentation will consist of vari- 
ous jazz names but the producers 
believe it’s only a step before writ- 
ers will be able to develop a story 
line centered around the jazz per- 
formers. 

Success of the stand in Central 
Park has formed the producers to 
slot another “Jazz Under The Stars” 
for Aug. 26. The bash will feature 
Lionel Hampton, Dave Brubeck and 
Chico Hamilton. 

Also Joe Glaser, head of Asso- 
ciated Booking Corp., has inked 
Kameron & Kay to produce special 
jazz shows for next season. | 


Rock ’n’ Roll Revives | 
In Brit. After ‘Brief 
Resurgence of Ballads 


London, Aug. 13. 

Rock ‘n’ roll has had a shot in 
the arm from British fans who've 
suddenly gone on a disk buying 
spree. A couple of weeks ago, 
there were signs that the bottom 
was falling out of the r 'n’ r mar- 
ket, and disks in this vein were 
having a lean time among the 
top 10 sellers. It was ballads to the 
fore. 

Now, at the top is Elvis Presley 
with his rendering of “All Shook 
Up.” Next in line comes skiffler 
Lonnie Donegan with “Puttin’ On 
The Style,” followed by Presley 
again with his version of “Teddy | 
Bear.” Others in the current list, | 
who come or came under the! 











heading of _rocksters .are Pat 
Boone, making a © 
larity here with Love ‘Letters 


In The Sand,” the Everly Bros. 
with “Bye-Bye Love,” Tommy 
Steele’s “Butterfingers,” and Lit- 





urn to popu-| appraisal are 


‘Jackass’ Jubilee 
San Antonio, Aug. 13. 

The local Chamber of Com- 
merce observed the 100th anni- 
versary of the opening of the 
overland mail route by flying a 
stagecoach to San Diego, Calif., 
west coast terminus of the old 
line, 

A song was written for the 
occasion by local hillbilly and 
western Decca recording artist 
Charlie Walker, of KMAC. It’s 
called “Jackass Mail Blues.” It 
combines “Mule Train,” “Hound 
Dog Blues,’ “Donkey Seren- 
ade” and “Grand Canyon Suite” 
and, according to Walker, “can 
be recorded with creaking 
wheels, bullwhips, hoofbeats 
and a rauc6us hee-haw! What 
else do you need to make a hit 
nowadays?” 


Diskers On 
Move for Original 
Cast Legituners 


It's open season again on origi- 
nal cast albums of Brodway tuners. 
RCA Victor and Decca already are 
| set for two incoming tuners while 
Atlantic will make its bow in the 
original cast album field with an 
off-Broadway lammister, “Simply 
Heavenly.” Latter is slated for its 
Broadway move-over preem next 
Tuesday (20). 

On Victor’s agenda is “Jamaica,” 
the Yip Harburg-Harold . Arlen 
tuner starring Lena Horne. In 
Decca’s hopper is “Copper and 
Brass,” penned by David Baker 
and David Craig. and starring 
Nancy Walker. The “Jamaica” 
score will be published by E. H. 
Morris while Chappell has “Cop- 
per and Brass.” Bourne, Inc., has 
the publication rights to “Simply 
Heavenly,” penned by Langston 
Hughes and David Martin. 

Currently making the rounds is 
the Leonard Bernstein-Steve Sond- 
heim musical, “West Side Story.” 
The RCA Victor brass auditioned 
the score last week but no decision 
has yet been made. 

Waiting in the wings for diskery 
“Carefree Heart,” 


———— 








PARLAY PAYS OFF 
IN WAX GLICKS 


Parlay of a pic showcasing and 
disk exposure is again hitting pay- 
dirt for the.muse biz. The tandem 
plug has been working strongly in 
the film soundtrack field but it's 
now scoring simultaneously with 
the pop tune insertions in pix. 

Currently there are seven pic- 
plugged tunes racking up strong 
sales and deejay play with a cou- 
ple more waiting in the wings for 
a takeoff. Leading in the pic-disk 
parlay is the Pat Boone version of 
the oldie “Love Letters In The 
Sand” on the Dot label. Tune was 
pulled out of the Bourne catalog 
for a slot in “Bernardine” and has 
been growing steadily in the mar- 
ket as the film spreads around its 
playdates. The Johnny Mercer 
title tune for the same pic also 
has been doing well via the Boone 
slicing. Also riding strong is 
“Around the World” via Victor 
Young on Decca an@ Mantovani on 
London. The Mike Todd film has 
hit a little more than 35 situations 
and the disk execs figure the disk 
will be around a lorg time as the 
pic gets into more theatres around 
the country. 

Although not immediately asso- 
ciated with its pic origination, “It's 
Not For Me To Say,” a Columbia 
etching by Johnny Mathis has been 
riding the hit lists for the past sev- 
eral months. Tune was written by 
Bob Allen and Al Stillman for 
Metro's “Lizzie.” “Teddy Bear,” 


(Continued on page 50) 


Victor Sparks 
Best Buy’ Plan 


Preliminary to public unveiling 
of its fall program, RCA-+«Victor 
execs this week are staging a series 
of distributor meetings throughout 
the country to introduce the disk- 
ery’s “Best Buy of 1957” program. 
Following these meets, the dis- 
tribs in each area will hold their 
own tonclaves with dealers in 
their own areas, 

Spearheading the “Best Buy” 
campaign will be 34 new LP pack- 
ages, 22 EPs and eight stereo- 
phonic tapes. 

Nine regional meetings, ending 
today (Wed.) have been held in 
the last three days with. W. W. 
Bullock, chief of the Victor -album 
division, leading the contingent of 
homeoffice execs making the trek 








“Captain’s Paradise,” “Music Man,” 


into the field to detail the program. 





The Calypso Drag 
Chicago, Aug. 13. 

It may be after the trend, 
but ballroom dance teachers 
this year are putting the accent 
on calypso. Preparatory to the 
opening of the 45th conclave 
of National Assn. of Dancing 
Masters here, dance instruc- 
tors were given two weeks of 
tutoring on new ballroom steps 
for the calypso beat. Addition- 
ally there was some emphasis 
on exhibition dancing in the 
modern jazz idiom. 

New steps were devised to 
accommodate requests by 
dance students from various 
parts of the country during the 
past year. 


Steve Sholes New 








As Carlton Exit 


Joe Carlton exited his key post 
as pop artist & repertoire chief of 
RCA Monday (12). 


until next May, a settlement of the 
contract was made. 


‘Aberbachs In New Court Battle 
Over Rights of Children In Renewals 


+ 
? 


In a case pattérned after the re- 
cent suit involving control over the 
late Buddy DeSylva’s estate, Jean 
and Julian Aberbach, in behalf of 
their Ross Jungnickel music firm, 
has filed an action against Witmark 
Music, part of the Warner Bros. 
combine, over songs written by the 
late Ernest R. Ball. The Aber- 
bachs, who were the successful 


| plaintiffs in the DeSylva_ case, 


case, claim they have copyright as- 
signments for the Ball songs from 
four of his children and hence now 
own 80° of 400 copyrights. 

The DeSylva case, which ran all 





the way up to the U. S. Supreme 
Court, established that children 
have ownership interests in song 


estates equal to and separate from 
! the songwriter's widow. Hence, the 


High Court ruled that the son of 
Buddy DeSylva, Stephen Ballen- 


j tine, an illegitimate offspring, could 


j}assign his renewal rights apart 


| from DeSylva’s widow. As a result, 


Although his} 
pact with the company was to run | 


Hill & Range, which paid some 
$100,000 in front to Ballentine and 


° his mother for the renewals, picked 
up half of the DeSylva share of 
a flock of important copyrights. 


While Shapire-Bernstein and Chap- 
pell have made arrangements with 
|the Aberbachs about the DeSyiva 
songs, the Warner Bros. firm is 
asking for further court action. 

| In the current case, the Aber- 
bachs acquired the rights from the 
four Ball children a few months 
ago and are now demanding an 


| accounting from Witmark which 


controls all of thé works in con- 


Steve Sholes, longtime head of | tention. Ball's widow, Mrs. Maude 
Victor's country & western divi-| Ball, assigned her rights to Wit- 
sion and one of the company’s | mark. The Aberbachs are claiming 


imaginative execs, is 
into the pop a&r 
whose stature in 
grew tremendously when he 
brought Elvis Presley to Victor by 
spending Some $30,000 to buy out 


but turned it down. 


the past four years, having origi- 
nally joined to take over the RCA 
subsid label then known as Label 
X but since renamed Vik Records. 
Shortly after joining Victor, he 
was named to the a&r spot, replac- 
ing Dave Kapp who left the disk- 
ery to set up his own company. 
Carlton had come to RCA from 
Mercury Records. 

It’s expected that Sholes_ will 
hold wide freedom to the pop a&r 
staff which now includes Hugo 
Winterhalter and Joe Riesman in 
the east and Dick Peirce on the 


stepping ‘all the money earned since the ex- 
spot. Sholes, | piration of the first 28-year term 
the company | on each of the copyrights. Many 


| of the songs in question are weil 
| into their second copyright term 
and hence the amount of royalties 


his contract, was reportedly offered | inyolved in the suit could add up 
the pop a&r job many years ago, | to » hefty sum. 


Ball, who died in 1927, wrote 


Carlton had been with Victor for such hits as “When Irish Eves Are 


Smiling,” “Mother Machree,” “Let 
The Rest of the World Go By,” 
“A Little Bit of Heaven,” “I Love 
The Name of Mary” and many 
others. 


Ray Kidd Joins Vocalist 
Ranks and Sees the World 
In 2-Yr. Show Biz Odyssey 


Tokyo, Aug. 13. 











Coast. A singing Phineas Fogg arrived 





in Tokyo on the last leg of his two- 











| year around-the-world whirl. Ray 


Kidd, a belter with a legit voice, 
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Bing Crosby: (Decca): “THERE'S 
A GOLDMINE IN THE SKY” 
(Bourne*), which has been newly 
launched by Pat Boone for Dot, 
turns up in its original click ver- 
sion by Bing Crosby some 20 
years ago. It'll give Boone’s slice 
a good run for the money. “I’M 
AN OLD COWHAND”" (Feist*) is 
another fine old Crosby side. 

The Four Lads: (Columbia) 
“THE EYES OF GOD” (Korwin*), 
a pop religioso, has strong commer- 
cial chances via this Four Lads’ 
treatment. “HIS INVISIBLE 
HAND” (Paxton*) is another class 
entry in the religioso groove. 

David Hill: (RCA Victor) “BY 
MY SIDE” (Duchess?), an uptempo 
entry, gets a standout rendition by 
David Hill, a newcomer who could 
go all the way with this platter. 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 











years ago, turns up in a new slice 
with a Latin beat in the back- 
ground. 

Jimmy Gavin: (Cameo) “I SIT IN 
MY WINDOW” (Starlingt), a 
strong rocking number, is sold very 
effectively by Jimmy Gavin. 
“LONELY CHAIR” (Progressive*) 
is a conventional slow-beat ballad. 

Lee Russell: (Skidmore) “BLOS- 
SOM, BLOSSOM”, (Shapiro-Bern- 
stein*) is a pleasing ballad deliver- 
ed simply and effectively by 
Lee Russell, folk-type singer. 
“YOU'RE THE ONLY STAR” 
(Shapiro-Bernstein*) is another 
neat country ballad. 

David Rose Orch: (MGM) “A 
NIGHT IN TRINIDAD” (Rose*) is 
a slick David Rose instrumental 
with a catching Latin beat. “CAP- 
TAIN’S PARADISE” (Ludlow?), 
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“EVERYWHERE I GO” (Sheldon*) 
is a lovely ballad which could take 
over for the long run. 

Joni James: (MGM) “DAY 
DREAMING” (T. B. Harms*), the 
oldie, makes excellent material tor 
Joni James whose slice could bring 
this ballad back big. “CRYING IN 
THE SHADOWS” (Evans*) is a 
good ballad in a famliiar tearful 
groove. 

The Crew-Cuts: (Mercury) “HEY 
YOU FACE” (Sequence*) is a 
swinging novelty which the Crew- 
Cuts beat eut in the contemporary 
style. “I SIT IN MY WINDOW” 
(Hiil & Range?) is an okay rocka- 
billy item. 

Eddie Lawrence (Coral) “MEMO- 
RIES OF LOUISE” (Merrick?) is 
an okay comedy platter written 
and performed by Eddie Lawrence, 
a standout comic in the wax media. 
“THE OLD PHILOSOPHER ON 
THE RANGE” (Merrick*) is an- 
other burlesque on the western 
standard 

Frankie Laine-Johnnie Ray: (Co- 
lumbia} “UP ABOVE MY HEAD” 
(Beechmond?), a rousing revivalist 
number, gets a zestful workover by 
this name duo which could push 
it into the hit brackets. “GOOD 
EVENING FRIENDS” (Korwin*) is 
another bright side also with big 
commercial potential. 

Sammy Kaye Orch: (Columbia) 
“MOONLIGHT SWIM” (Daniels*), 
a neat tune with a light Hawaiian 
flavor, is bounced winningly with 
Barry Frank and The Kaydets vo- 
caling. “MARY LOU” (Mills*), 
the oldie is another listenable side. 

Libby Horne: (RCA _ Victor) 
“THIS YOUNGER GENERATION” 
(Marlen*), a clever piece of mate- 
rial with an above-par teenage peg, 
gets a neat rendition from song- 
stress Libby Horne. “DREAM 
BIG” (Earl Barton?) is a bright in- 
spirational entry. 


Ethel Smith: (Decca) “FAS- 
CINATION” (Southern*) turns up | 
in another fine version by Ethel 
Smith and her organ. “SUMMER 
LOVE” (Young*) also makes an 
highly listenable instrumental. 


Brenda & Eddie: (Dot) aan 
YOU'VE DONE TO ME” (Gil?), 
cute rhythm number with a blend | 
of calypso and rock 'n’ roll ele- 
ments “GEE, 
(Gilt) is fair, 

Renaldo Loren 
“BREAD, 


Orch: (Prep) 


(Mellin’) is a colorful instrumental | 
“Seandal In| 
IN. RIO” | 


from the Italian pic, 
Sorrento.’ “FIESTA 
(Stardust!) shapes up an okay La- | 
tin-styled number. 

Buddy Bregman Orch: (Verve) 
“THE DELINQUENT” (Famous-), 
main theme of the “Deliciate De- 
linquent” film, is a mambo-type in- 
strumental sharply executed by 
Buddy Bregman’s orch, “IT AIN'T 
NECESSARILY SO” (Gershwin*), 
the standard, gets dished up in a 
jazzy groove. 

Wanda Jackson: (Capitol) “DID 
YOU MISS ME” (Central*), a rou- 
tine rocking baliad, is belted in the 


I LOVE YOU" | 


LOVE AND TEARS” | 





| 


| 
| 


| 





| 


approved stvle by Wanda Hale. 
“COOL LOVE” (Central) is a fair 
uptempo entry with hep lingo ly-| 
rics | 

Ella Fitzgerald: (Verve)! 
“GOODY GOODY” (DeSylva., 
trown & Hen@erson*), now on a 
revival, gets another crackerj*c* | 
slice by Ella Fitzterald. “A TIS-| 
KET, A TAS “ET” (Robh'+*), a 
click for Miss Fitzgerald mony 


| BUBBLES” 


title song of the UA film, *is 


tricky entry. 

Eartha Kitt: (RCA Victor) 
“TAKE MY LOVE, TAKE MY 
LOVE” (Broadcast?) is solid mate- 
rial for Miss Kitt’s sexy vocalistics 
and she belts it for maximum re- 
sults. “YOMME, YOMME” (Zo- 
diact), an offbeat tune with an 
oriental flavor, doesn’t come off. 

Bernie Nee: (Columbia): 
“SLEEPY SUNDAY” (Darmouth*) 
is a chraming calypso entry that 
could hit irrespective of cycles. 
Bernie Nee handles it deftly. 
“WHAT WOULD YOU DO" 
(Frank*) tells an old story in a 
conventional way. 

Cliff Steward: (Coral) “RED 
HEAD” (Algonquint), an_ old- 
fashioned, rhythm number, gets a 
colorful workover by Cliff Stew- | 
ard’s vocal-instrumental combo, 
The Boro Lounge Boys. The oldie, | 
“SWEETHEARTS FOREVER” | 
(Witmark*) gets an appropriately- 
styled harmonizing slice. 

Giorgio Tozzi: (RCA _ Victor) 
“SOME ENCHANTED EVENING” 
(Chappelli*), one of four songs on 
this EP from “South Pacific,” is 
delivered in superb style by Gior- 
gio Tozzi, the Metopera singer 
whose voice is being used for the 
soundtrack in the 20th-Fox film 
version of the legiter. Tozzi also 
sings “YOUNGER THAN SPRING- 
TIME,” “BALI HA’I” and “THIS 
NEARLY WAS MINE” in a style 
and voice similar to the late Ezio 
Pinza, the original male lead in 
a Rodgers & Hammerstein musi- 
eal. 

Lew Douglas Orch: (Bally) “KISS _ 
(Valleydalet) is a lilt-| 








| FOR THE BLUES” 











LESTER LANIN 


Mass., Aug. 10 
Spence, SURF 


Nantasket Beach, 
(NBOA). — Bill 
BALLROOM, operator reports, last 
Friday he drew 43,000 dignified 
dancers of all ages when societies 
foremost maestro Lester Lanin 
played his room. Lanin’s new popu- 
larity is due to his EPIC ALBUM 
(LN-3340) DJ's coast to coast list 
No, 1. 


Goody's Album Bestsellers 


(Compiled by Sam Goody's, 


leading New York disk retailer 


whose global mail order operation reflects not only the national 


market, but internationally). 


Artist Title Label 
1. Around World 8@ Days Sound track Decca - 
2. Harry Belafonte Calypso RCA Victor 
3. Mantovani Film Encores London 
4. Frank Sinatra Swingin’ Affair Capitol 
5. My Fair Lady Original Cast Columbia 
6 The Weavers At Carnegie Hall Vanguard 
7. Lena Horne At The Waldorf RCA Victor 
8. Elfa Fitzgerald Sings Rodgers & Hart Verve 
9. Nat King Cole This Is Nat King Cole Capitol 
10. Erroll Garner Concert By The Sea Columbia 
11. New Girl In Town Original Cast RCA Victor 
12. Perry Como We Get Letters RCA Victor 
13. Fitzgerald-Armstrong Ella & Louis Verve 
14. Nat King Cole Love Is The Thing Capitol 
15. Johnny Mathis Wonderful, Wonderful Columbia 
16. Poily Bergen Bergen Sings Morgan Columbia 
17. Peggy Lee The Man I Love Capitol 
18. Harry Belafonte An Evening With Belafonte RCA Victor 
19. Shelly Manne My Fair Lady Contemporary 
20. Mantovani Great Operatic Arias London 





Album Reviews 











ce 
ing waltz rendered in lush style by| “Satehmo—A Musical Autobiog- | “They Can’t Take That Away From 
Lew Douglas’ orch. “NIGHT'| raphy of Louis Asmstrong” (Decca) | Me,” “Sleepy Time Gal,” “South of 


BIRD” (Midway*) is a fine tango 
instrumental with good potential. 
Gene Miltais: (Decca) “DEEP 
RIVER BLUES” (Cedarwood?) 
could be construed as a parody of 
the Presley school of singers, but 
Gene Maltais is probably not kid- 
ding. “CRAZY BABY” (Copar?) is 
more of the same in fast tempo. 

Dave Howard: (RCA _ Victor). 
“FOURTEEN HOURS” (Marmort?t), 
a gruesome bit of material about a 
condemned man, has little com- 
mercial impact. “THEY REMIND 
ME OF YOU” (Marmor?) is a good 
ballad nicely crooned. 

D’Artega Orch: (MGM) “PA- 
RADE OF THE TEDDY BEARS” 
(Rongwent) is a colorful instru- 
mental slice with a marching beat 
lushly rendered by D’Artega’s 
symphonie orch, “STRADAVARI 
CHAMPAGNE” (Broude*) is a 
fast, glistening slice. 

Guy Mitchell: (Columbia) “CURE 
(Planetary*) is 
an excellent ballad served up by 
Guy Mitchell against blend of 
country and Hawaiian’ guitars. 
‘CALL ROSIE ON THE PHONE” 
(Hawthorne*) is a cute, bouncing 
number neatly belted by Mitchell. 

Nickey De Matteo (Ace): 
“I'LL ALWAYS LOVE JUST 
YOU” (Dauphin?), a routine rock- 
ing ballad handled with a big, but 
slightly uneven voice, by this young 


singer. The orch backing is too 
obvious. “PLEASE DON’T GO 
AWAY” (Dauphin?) is in the same 
groove. 


Gloria Lynn: (Central). “JUST 
LIKE THAT” (Newkirk?) is just a 
fair’ ballad which Gloria Lynn 
pushes along nicely, “I'D BE A 
FOOL” (Newkirk?) follows the 
rockin’ blues idiom without too 
much individuality. 





is a standout packaging project. 
Comprising four LPs in a specially 
boxed de luxe volume complete 
with notes and photos, it’s a words- 
and-musiec saga of the most impor- 
tant figure in jazz over the past 
three decades. Narrated by 
Satchmo himself, this set covers 
four dozen of the top classics 
associated with the jazz master. 
The historical format gives added 
values to the music although most 
of the sides were newly recorded 
earlier this year and some a few 
years back. Whatever is lost in 
not getting the “original” sessions 
is made up for by the fine sound 
and some firstrate vocal and instru- 
mental performances by Armstrong 


supported by combos and bands 
various sizes. Repertory goes from 
“Dipper Mouth Blues,” originally 
cut with King Oliver’s band in 
1923, through such superb small 
combo numbers as “Wild Man 


Blues” and “Potato Head Blues” to | 


“Them There Eyes” and “On The 
Sunny Side of The Street.” A 
“profile” of Satchmo by Louis Un- 
termeyer, an “appreciation” by 
Gilbert Millstein, excellent disco- 
graphical notes and a photo file 
round out the handsome package. 

Perry Como: “We Get Letters” 
(RCA Victor). Taken from a cross- 
section of requests received by 
Perry Como on the weekly tv show, 
this is a neat, highly listenable 
collection of standards delivered in 
Perry Como’s most relaxed and 
winning style. A small combo 
under Mitchell Ayres supplies a 
lightly swinging background for an 
important plus. Tunes include 


the Border,” “It’s Easy To Refmem- 
ber,” and others. 

Erroll Garner: “Other Voices” 
(Columbia). This set marks Erroll 
Garner's first performance with a 
big orch and g presents five 
compositions us Bly» rolific key- 
board artist . incidentally, is 
unable to read music. Backed by a 
stringed orch under Mitch Miller, 
Garner is enabled to magnify the 
lushness of his pianistics into a 
richly embroidered sound. But the 
sound is unmistakably Garner. In 
addition to five originals, set in- 
cludes such standards as “It Might 
As Well Be Spring,” “The Very 
Thought Of You,” “I Didn't Know 
What Time It Was” and “On The 
Street Where You Live,” from “My 
Fair Lady.” 

Roger Williams: “Almost Para- 
dise” (Kapp). Roger Williams, a 
pianist who has been 4 consistent 
commercial click, turns in another 
excellemt performance in this pack- 
age. The familiar trademarks of 
ornamental arpeggios and lush 
romantic stylings are displayed 
against an orchestral background 
|on a dozen fine numbers, including 
such current hits as “Around The 
World” and “Love Letters In The 
Sand,” amidst the standards. 

“American Skiffle Bands” (Folk- 
ways). Skiffle bands, originally 
designating American folk combos 
playing homemade _ instruments, 
have been enjoying a revival via 
the British route. Folkways Re- 
cords, the enterprising label deal- 
ing in authentic grass roots music 
of all lands, has come up with some 
examples of skiffle groups from 
Alabama, Texas and Tennessee, 
named the Memphis Jug Band, 
Cannon's Jug Stompers and The 
Mobile Strugglers. As it so fre- 
quently the case, this primitive- 
ding music has an emotional 





. AREY |() Best Sellers on Coin Machines................ 


1. GONNA SIT RIGHT DOWN (7) .........0.cceececees Fecccee Bly Wilhlome ........08 Coral 
Be TUR PD a oneic ons viccsereccecceecece oosanee ceenc ewes I PE i ev vio. cas Victor 
Be Bee ee Pee Bee FO GAT (8) on. icdcccccecesecccties wees. Johnny Mathis ......Columbia 
4. LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND (12) .........cccccccese rs: = i Pear Dot 
Debbie Reynolds....... ..-Coral 
TE Betts os cv de 4d or onvedveebeaersbdiesiciee ede Ameo Mires, ...«.i St ee Victor 
, . { Dow  ROnGe ..ccccceces Jubilee 
6. WHITE SILVER SANDS (4) ........ gedeeb oensessbeeeeecene ) Dave-Gardner ........6.-. OJay 
i, PEED MED vc cc cvcbepaedgetcs dene ceovseeeewen ‘ Everly Bros. ..... ++.+. Cadence 
ED. Lids «ods 06-06 hoe 6640 RCS ERS CRORE Mae aCe Russ Hamilton............ Kapp 
. { Victor Young ......... Decca 
ee CPD ss iscvebhencegaues gene eeeekesrensimee ) Mantovani ........++-+. Leadon 
ETE "ox +> va cect. ov ceases ita diwcdgs i eaceels Four Coins .. Epic 
» 
2 Second Chap 
MED - 5 donb eretevvs cd ndapededeet Ces bans-ee0es ane Patti Page ......++.. Mercury 
SE ARCHING , TIT CC Tere ee ee CI cos ick . Atco 
WHOL 7 a Penn ..xccancbnced Sebbecs s4cbeaheueeeaue Jerry Lee Lewis .......... Atco 
i Se so wroeecgeewcdere On pega 6200 ewe ekean CE Ev s:0 0.2 05 e0~ ABC-Par. 
we Eee TP oePIPTTervrrrririsrre: Coe Se OE cos ccnect Columbia 
A Le. h, . .) icocd puseeees spoke tcdbpue tekaWa he aneaen pL Liberty 
; SHORT, FAT FANNY ......... Hevea te etic ress Larry Williams....... Specialty 
3 a Ts ec cagewene ta Jimmy Dorsey ..Fraternity 
pe HONEYCOMB ; Jimmy Rodgers . Roulette 
pe Ce ee UE COU ee vc cc cece deed tecsteteevicksprenes Pat Boone .... Dot 
+ 
: ikiqures m parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10) 


intensity not encountered in the 

more refined product. Also in- 
cluded are interview segments with 
the performers. 

Chico Hamilton Quintet: “Jazz 
Themes From ‘Sweet Smell of Suc- 
cess’” (Decca). Part of the sound- 
track score from the film, “Sweet 
Smell of Success,” this set contains 
the portion played by the Chico 
Hamilton Quintet, a ‘som combo with 
an unusual sound. One side contains 
the various themes used in the film 
while the flip is a pretentiously 
modern work with many interest- 
ing moments. In general, the 
Hamilton combo strives more for 


offbeat than exciting effects, al- 
though on occasion the p does 
swing with a pulsat at as on 


“Sidney's Theme” and “Jam,” the 
latter number being the jazziest in 
the set. 

Katyna Ranieri: “I'm In The 
Mood For Amore” {RCA Victor). 
An accomplished Italian chanteuse 
who impressed in her first “Girl 
On The Spanish Steps” album, 
turns up with another pleasing 
collection of Continental songs. The 
vocalistics are excellent but Miss 
Ranieri will have to accent the 
English lyrics more in order to hit 
in the U.S. market. 

John Fostini: “Love Letters” 
(Precious), In this package, John 
Fostini,» who has a program on 
WEVD, N.Y., reads a collection of 
love letters written by Napoleon 
Bonaparte, Franz Liszt, Ludwig 
Von Beethoven ani Edgar Allan 
Poe. Fostini reads effectively in a 
quiet, but dramatic style, getting 
the sentiment across in face of some 
| fancy literary turns of phrases in 
|his material. Appropriate. music 
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Jocks On Pops, Payola, Polls 


Detroit Spinners Sound Off Versus Quality of New 
Releases, Own and Public Taste 





Coast Disk Biz Operates as Usual 
Despite Threat of Copyists’ Walkout 








Detroit, Aug. 13. | to me that’s just like stealing from 
“If you can really tell the truth | your boss.” lied fe 
bout this pop music racket, you’ll| Eddie Chase, of CKLW, told Ro 
ne . the 5 Se the biggest i | inson he tries to avoid listening to 
_— . & | new releases as much as possible. 
in the country,” according to Bob | “If you think the stuff you hear on 
Maxwell, WWJ disk jockey. | the air is bad, you should listen to 
WXYZ’'s Ed McKenzie, one of the | some of the stuff I bal he was 
nation’s top dollar disk jockeys,| quoted as saying, adding: “I can 
ine: “Tt? | play you some (records) eight to 
was quoted as saying: “It’s a handi- | 10 times and you can’t get a word 
cap to know anything about music. | yt of it. It’s horrible. I’ve thrown 
I can’t let my personal taste come | a record away and said, ‘if they'll 
into it. I’d ruin myself and my | buy =n Ma aay aig way on re 
‘ , . +» | weeks later I’m on the phone tell- 
serene ta tak, xbox what 1) m8 my girl to dig It out of miscel 


think about the music I play. Not | laneous. 

even off the record. I don’t want| In answer to a query as to how Dodge Dancing Party 

to get myself in a mess. I have | the jocks perform their self-styled) apnc-ry—sat. 9-10 P.M, EST. 

to keep on good terms with artists | goal of “giving the public what it For Dodge Dealers of America 

who appear on my shows. I'm not | wants,” Chase replied: “There are Top Tunes and New Talent 

trying to educate the public. 1} dozens of polls, but you can’t rely | ABC-TV Mon. 9:30-10:30 pm, E.S.T. 

give them what they want.” /on any of them. Why I've seen 
Both McKenzie and Maxwell, | Some surveys list a tune in the top Theses Transcriptions 

along with others, were quoted in | 10 when I know they couldn't have | — 

one of a series of articles in the | got the record more than a day be- h : : 

Detroit Free Press which is billed | fore. ‘’- . Sy Were PLNEENE Songs GF pee 

as “The Story Behind the Disk| In answer to the same query, | Viding entertainment to draw lis- 

Jockeys.” Free Press staffer James| Marty McNeeley, of WJR, who/|teners for the products of their 


Robinson interviewed the Detroit | makes up a weekly listing of top sponsors. Robinson quoted them 











LAWRENCE 


And His CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
3rd Consecutive Year 














jocks, while other stories in the | 10 tunes, refused to reveal how he | as saying: “I’m not in the business | Aaron Thomas as veepee and a&r | 


syndicated series were written by | goes about selecting the top 10 be-| of selling records. I’m selling re- 
Don Henahan. | cause it was a “trade secret.” He frigerators and automobiles. 1 | 

Maxwell’s comments came in an-| added: “All I can say is it reflects | don’t care what the teenagers are | 
swer to Robinson's questions about | the local market, which records are | pyying.” 
payola. McKenzie replied to the | Selling | and which are being | they select their music, Robinson 
payola queries thusly: “It’s com- | Played.” 
mon practice in the industry. I've Robinson wrote that the jocks’ selling. 


| What the public is buy-| 
been approached many times. But | have a set reply when asked wheth-! ing.” 


Westinghouse’s Wax Pitch 
Via ‘Original Cast’: Pkge. 


Industrial shows are getting into 
the disk act. Dramaturgy, Inc., 
which is prepping a show for West- 
inghouse, is putting the production 
into the groove for cuffo distribu- 
tion to the audience during the 


five-day run at Columbus, O., be-| 


ginning next Monday (19). 
Production, tagged “The Shape 
of Tomorrow,” is being grooved 
this week at the Nola Studios in 
ee 
Martyn Green, Marilyn Ross, Fred 
Hillebrand and Renee Orin. Score 


was penned by John Wyman and | 


will be conducted and arranged by 
Ted Royal. Herb Kanzell is writer- 
director. Dramaturgy is prexied by 
Rankin Bingham. More than 2,500 
original cast sets will be run off 
the presses for the Westinghouse 
conclave. 


New Central Label 


Latest indie to get into the disk 
race is Central Records. Firm is 
prexied by Malcome Newkirk with 





topper. 
Central has kicked off its release 
schedule with a Gloria Lynn cou- 


Yet, when asked how | pling of “I'd Be a Fool” and “Just | 


Like That.” A new vocal comba, 


| quoted them as saying: “By what's | The Pastels, has been added to the 


Central roster with their first re- 
lease scheduled for mid-August. 




























































































































































































Topliners in the cast are | 


+ Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
( Coast disking operations are 
} continuing as usual despite a con- 
| tinuing threat of withholding serv- 
| icen of copyists and orchestrators 
| to enforce new pay scales set last 
|}month by AFM Local 47. 


Threat of a work stoppage as of 
| Friday (9) was averted at the last 
;}moment as a result of contract 
| technicalities. Local 47 had noti- 
fied the recording companies that 
failure to meet new pay scales for 
orchestrators, copyists and ar- 
rangers by Thursday (8) night 
| would result in “withholding of 
| services” of musicians, effective 
| Friday. However, a study of the 
contract clauses indicated that no 
such action could be taken without 
first going through the complicated 
machinery of declaring the individ- 
ual companies in default. Once 
‘such action has been taken and 
the firms placed on AFM's nation- 
al defaulters list, all services could 
| be withneld. 

In view of this development, the 
| Local postponed its action, permit- 
ting recording sessions slated for 
| the weekend to go on as scheduled. 
Meanwhile, tune union execs held 
long-distance telephone confer- 
ences with Federation officials in 
the East, explering possible new 
| moves in the situation. 
| Seale hikes, ranging from 5 to 
30° in various classifications, 
were ordered by Local 47 prexy 
| Eliot Daniel, acting on the authori- 
ty of a letter from AFM chief 
James C. Petrillo, designating him 
as bargaining agent in the field. 
| Orchestrators, copyists and ar- 
rangers had not had a raise in 10 
years. Once the new scales were 
set, diskeries protested what they 
called “unilateral” action and con- 
tended that the scales could not be 
altered until the reeording cantract 
itself came up for negotiation. 


La. Jim Crow Law Bars 


; 


| White Bandleader From 
Working Hamilton Show 


New Orleans, Aug. 13. 

Jim Crow reared its head here 
| for the first time at Municipal Au- 
ditorium Sunday (11) and nearly 
floored the Roy Hamilton “Rock 'n’ 
Roll Show” when musical director 
Graham Forbes of New York was 
| banned from conducting the Negro 
| presentation. 
| Forbes had performed at an 
| earlier mixed but segregated audi- 
|}ence without incident. He said he 
| was given a direct order not to 
conduct before a second show for 
an all-Negro audience. 
The order, he said, came from 
an official of the Municipal Audi- 
|torium in keeping with the recent 
segregation laws passed in the 
state legislature by the Earl Long 
administration in the wake of the 
| 1954 U. S. Supreme Court's de- 
cision. 

Just before the opening of the 
; second show, it was agreed that 
| Buddy Johnson, the pianist, would 
|} fill in for Forbes. Forbes, how- 
jever, stood behind the curtains at 
| the left of the stage to give partial 
| directions to the band for the re- 
| mainder of the show. 

The laws also bans mixed boxing 
| bouts in the state, 


LONDON OFFERS 10% CUT 
"IN FALL PACKAGE PUSH 


London Records has started its 
fall program by offering a 10° 
discount and November, December 
and January billing on its fall re- 
lease group of all new items. 
The extra 10° discount and de- 
| layed billing will be available 
| through Aug. 31. Distributors will 
|not receive credit on sales of al- 
| bums in the program made after 
that date. In the event, the disk- 
ery has back-orders on hand for 
distributors as of Aug. 31, the dis- 
tribs will be entitled to complete 
shipment of such back-orders 
against original dealer orders writ- 
ten in August even though the 
shipments will have to be made in 
September. 

There are 29 new albums in Lon- 
don’s fall push. 
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wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title 3 SIBIFIELEISIEISISZIE Zi\fi“¥ l/Oles 3 6is/ s 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) 
1 1 +. ¢.. SRT eruror a 8 10 5 9 1 1 1 s 3.. 3 Dix. 2 1 2 102 
DEBBIE REYNOLDS (Coral) a 
2 | Dae a cota des bd 2 ee . 2 7 4. '3 a8. S« 3 93 
PAT BOONE (Dot) in 
3 2 Gene Sea ee ees Deed... ds: ee bao see Se. BR: . 8. i 3 1 4... 2 2 7 86 
BILLY WILLIAMS (Coral) jem 
2 Gonna Sit Right Down........... 2 4 1 + 2 1 6 8 1 3 6 8$§ 8 8 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) —— 
5 4 It’s Not For Me To Say.......... @ +2. 3 3 6 2 oe hee oe as o 7 a 6 3 4 7 83 
EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) —aer 
6 5 Bye, Bye, Love... nbs 4 ee 1 - 3 4 § 9 7 1 8 57 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) + oi irae 
7 10 Send For Me.......... ak 7 1 R 8 . 2.3 3 5 10 41 
COASTERS (Atco) 
8 16 #£Searching a oe » lms q 1 6 3 6 6 35 
PAUL ANKA (ABC-Par.) 
9 12 sds cub ome Aa ee ee 6 i 
JIMMY DORSEY (Fraternity) : 
10 4 So Rare ee” ae BD sb te 7 2 5 9 8 8 9 8 31 
, MANTOVANI (London) ™ 
111A .7 .Apewmd the. Ween sok sc cuccse 6 5 7 7 8 9 8 8 30 
LARRY WILLIAMS (Specialty) 
11B 8 _ Short Fat Fanny.......... aah 6 S 6 8 10 1 2 , rr i, an 
CRICKETS (Brunswick) 
13 Se That'll Be The Day .......... 4 9 1 1 29 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) Ve 
14 11 Old Cape Cod eee ae 7 2 10 5 10 Q 23 
RUSS HAMILTON (Kapp) 
a = ge eee ere 5 5 A 10 22 | 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
16- 17 Around the World ............. ~ ni SS 5 2 20 
VICTOR YOUNG (Decca) . 
17A 24 Around the World .............. op ot -¢ oe BAe SSP 3 19 
JIMMY RODGERS (Roulette) 
ee ee, ee eee 7 5 19 
AMES BROS. (Victor) * 
19A 15 Tammy ....... PIPER 8 2 . a 9 18 
DELL-VIKINGS (Dot) 
19B 14 Whispering Bells ............... 6 4 § 18 
FOUR COINS (Epic) 
ae e000 ey ere ee “ 9 4 6 14 
BILLY WARD (Liberty) 
See BBs OS eb dk Midas io cys secede 7 us 5 10 13 
JERRY LEE LEWIS (Sun) 
22B Whole Lot of Shaking........... Tia sons. ng ie ae ee Se ae oee ee | 13 
JILL _ COREY (Columbia) * 
24A Love Me to Pieces;............. OE ae ea . 11 
DON RONDO (Jubilee) 
24B 18 White Silver Sands............. Oe op ee a ee a ee a O.. a 10 11 
| 


Julie Vernon, new band chirper 
|for the Dorsey Band, succeeding 








Dotty Reed. 
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DAVID HOUSTON :..; Teenage Frankie & Johnnie.» ll Follow You «070 


(from the film “Carnival Rock”) 
























| | 

| Hours ow They Remind Me of You 7/20-7004 
DAVID HILL ;i.,s By My Side «jw Everywhere 1 Go 47207005 

| - * . 

Now on NBC-TV every Monday 7:30-7:45 pm (EDT) eo Pi “Million Record Show,” starring ceorta Cet 
Sos ! 4 
| | America’s favorite speed...) 45 RPM @ RCA VICTOR 
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Comeback of Ballads Just Another 


Swing of Music Biz Pendulum: Berlin 


As the ballads seem to be taking + 


hold more, and rock 'n’ roll is eas- 
ing off, vet songsmith Irving Berlin 
again asserts that these manifesta- 
tions “have always been a part of 
the music business.” 

As he puts it, “Just because I 
teed off ragtime with ‘Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band,’ and later came jazz, 
the blues, etc., that didn’t mean 
that good ballads, always the es- 
sence of a nation’s folk music, 
wouldn't or couldn’t click. And 
just because ‘Tennessee Waltz’ 
proved the smash it did, and de- 
servedly, because it’s a good song, 
that didn’t mean the nation was 
going country & western perma- 
nently. For every ‘Sh-Boom’ and 
“See You Later Alligator’ the music 
business has had its yesteryear 
novelties like ‘Yacki Hacki Wicki 
Wacky Woo,’ ‘Ja-Da,’ ‘Lily of the 
Valley’ and the like. 

“The pendulum is swinging back 
to ballads. Pat Boone on ‘Love 
Letters In The Sand’ is as hot as 
Elvis Presley but there will always 
be a market for this new post-mid- 
century ‘beat.’ Just as the sundry 
Latin tempos, the Continental im- 
ports and the rockabilly items will 
always round out a publisher's cata- 
log 

“Even the ratio of BMI versus 
ASCAP, so far as the Top 20 are 
concerned has now swung more in 
favor of the Society. Only a short 
time ago it was almost a BMI 
monopoly. 

“One thing agreed ywpon by all 
ASCAP writers and publishers is 


that without the Society we 
couldn't stay in business. But, on 
the other hand, the networks and 
the diskeries, with their mood mu- 
sic and other standard LPs, also 
need the wealth of ASCAP music 


to stay in business.” 


Marais & Miranda Plan 
Tour With Franz Allers 


Josef Marais & Miranda, concert 
duo specializing in South African 
folk songs, are planning a tour next 





summer with Franz Allers, musical 
director of the legit show, “My 
Fair Lady.” Projected team-up is 


a result of a couple of click dates 
at Chicago’s Grant Park and N.Y.’s 
Lewisohn Stadium by Marias & 
Miranda and Allers. 


Among the works conducted by 
Allers was Marais’ “Africana 
Suite,” based on his incidental 


musie for the legit drama, “Too 
Late the Phalarope.” 
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Wolpin to Coast 
Eddie “Wolpin, general profes- 
sional manager of the Famous- 
Paramount firms, heads for the 


Coast this ‘week for huddles with | 


studio brass on the pic schedule 
for the balance of the year. 

He'll be back at his New York 
desk in about two weeks. 


Whoever Touches a Line 
Of Those Old Foster Tunes 





Dies Like a Dog, Solon Sez. 


Louisville, Aug. 13. 


A bill asking for fines as high as, 


$25,000 and prison terms as long 
as five years for radio and ty net- 
work officials who alter American 


folk songs without the approval of | 


Congress was introed last week 
by Rep. Frank L. Chelf, of Leba- 
non, Ky. 

Chelf’s bill is a new twist in the 


controversy over deletion of such) 
and | 
“Old Black Joe” from the lyrics of | 


terms as “darkies,” “Massa,” 
Stephen Collins Foster and other 
composers. Chelf’s is the first 
measure to forbid editing by the} 
networks or to provide penalties. | 
Kentuckian would make the penal-| 
ties—fines and prison sentences— 
apply to changes made in folk 
songs written during or before 
the 19th Century. 


A COUPLE OF ZANIES IN 





ANGLO-U.S. BAND SWAP 


London, Aug. 13. 
One of the most unusual Anglo- 
U. S. band exchanges to date, will 
be cemented this week. On the 


American side of the swap is Spike | 


Jones & His City Slickers, with the 
export product to be the British 
counterpart of the Yank outfit, Sid 
Millward & His Nitwits. 

Norman Payne, who's handling 
this end of the business for MCA, 
said the bands would change coun- 
tries for about six weeks. The 


Millward outfit would be featured | 


in two Ed Sullivan tv shows around 
Christmas time, and also play sev- 
eral weeks at the Radio City Music 
Hall. Other dates have yet to be 
arranged. Although venues for | 
City Slickers have not been final- | 
ized yet, it is likely they will be 
featuyed in a London Christmas 
show. 


Air Force Base Uses 
Jukebox for SAC Plugs 


Houston, Aug. 13. 

The jukebox played on but no- 
body danced. The tune wasn't fa- 
miliar. In fact, it wasn’t even a 
tune. It was a man’s voice say- 
ing, “Located on Florida’s beau- 
tiful coast” and launching into a 
pitch for MacDill Air Force Base, 
near Tampa. 

The jukebox is a new but not-so 
secret weapon of the Strategic Air 
Command placed ever so strategi- 





cally in the officer's club at Elling- | 


ton Air Base here. Information, 
not syncopation, is its mission. In- 
formation about SAC bases and air- 
craft for the prospective assignees 
from Ellington's navigation classes. 

The Wurlitzer has 45 records on 
it, most of them singing the praises | 
of SAC facilities and aircraft. 
Among the SAC “commercials” are 
a handful of the sort of records 
people pay a nickel to hear on a) 
civilian jukebox. But they’re SAC 
products, too, and like the com- 
mercials, free for the punching. 
The musical numbers were record- 
ed by the SAC Bomber band and 
the SAC Barbershop Quartet. 
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Charges ‘Night Lights’ 
Infringes on ‘Sweetness’ 


Bregman, Vocco & Conn, Capi- 
tol Records and songwriters Sam- 
my Gallop and Chester Conn were 
named defendants in a suit filed in 
N. Y. Federal Court last week by 
tunesmith Charles L. Cooke. Plain- 
| tiff claims an infringement of his 
tune, “Sweetness,” by defendant's 
‘Night Lights.” 

Suit seeks an injunction, dam- 
ages sustained and the impounding 
| during the action of the alleged in- 
fringed tune. According to Cooke, 
he wrote “Sweetness” prior to 1951 
| with the late Bernie Grossman and 
assigned it to Handy Bros. Music, 
who secured a copyright. In De- 
cember, '56, Handy assigned all 
| rights to Cooke and in February 
of the following year, the Gross- 
man estate assigned all rights to 
the plaintiff. 

Complaint charges that after 51, 
the defendants without consent in- 
fringed with “Night Lights,” which 
was allegedly copied from “Sweet- 
ness.” 


Victor Brews 
Package Tie-in 
With Pabst Beer 


| 

Broadening its policy of linking 

up promotions with non-show busi- 
ness enterprises, RCA Victor has 
made a tie-in with the Pabst beer 
| company in conjunction with a trio 
| of RCA albums by the Tony Cabot 
}orch, originally released late last 
|}year. Pabst, which is bankrolling 
the Green Bay Packer telecasts this 
year, is using the Cabot sets as a 
| peg for a broad promotional cam- 
paign in the fall. Deal with Pabst 
was set up by Bill Alexander, 
| Vietor’s advertising chief, who is 
mapping other major tie-ins with 
other major outfits. 

In addition to extensive spot 
campaign plugging the beer pro- 
ducts with mentions of the album 
tie-in, Pabst is underwriting an ex- 
tensive coupon promotion in which 
it is offering to its beer customers 
the Cabot albums at $2.50 apiece, 
aS against the regular $3.98 tab. 
Coupons will be attached to some 
2,000,000 six-pack beer cartons. 
Pabst is also plugging the albums 
in its “Football Facts” pamphlet 
which it is distributing this fall as 








| well as via 90,000 banners to be, 


displayed 
product. 


in stores retailing the 
Due to state laws, coupon 


redemptions will be valid in only | 


23 states. 

In recent months, RCA Victor 
phas made similar promotional deals 
with Crest toothpaste and Schrank 
pajamas. Victor execs are con- 
vinced these tie-ins are instrumen- 
tal in pushing disks and hence are 
planning to spring the biggest co- 
op plan to date this fall. 


ROCK ’N’ ROLL SOCKO 
IN CARNIVAL ROOM, L.V. 


Las Vegas, Aug. 13. 

A rock 'n’ roll center is develop- 
ing downtown in the Fremont Ho- 
tel’s Carnival Room. Constant 
booking of later hour rockers, usu- 
ally beginning at 11:30 and finish- 
ing at 5:30 a.m. has paid off in the 
recently refurbished bistro. New 
sound equipment has helped make 
the Carny Room a wee-hour gath- 
ering place when barstools & 
| tables are a premium, Oddly, old- 
sters as well as youngsters patron- 
|ize the room. Since the youngsters 
| must be 21 to get in, they qualify 
|as players, and probably, leave 
some of their cash in the casino-on 
the way out. 

Previous groups, sich as Mike 
Sarge & His Sargents, and The 
Nitecaps, have had high success, 
and the recently departed Satel- 
lites have carried on the pack-’em- 
in tradition. The past weekend saw 
the intro of Birdie Castle & The 
Stardusters. All four groups men- 
tioned, incidentally, are from Phil- 
adelphia. 


Lanin’s 6G Take 
Hull, Mass., Aug. 13. 

The Surf Ballroom, Nantasket 
Beach, Mass. had a record gross of 
over $6,000 on Friday (9) with 
Lester Lanin band. Admission 
price was $2. 

Owner William Spence and 
general manager Jack Scott said 
Lanin has been booked for another 
date in October. 

















Inside Stuff—Music 


British singer Donald Peers has just waxed his first disk in that 


country in over three and a half years. The title is 


“Start Movin’,” 


and it'll be released on the Oriole label. The title’s quite appropriate, 
for Peers is making a comeback here after dropping out of the British 
public’s eye during a couple of years in Australia. He's scheduled to 
make another disk for the company in the near future. 





Bill Randle, WERE (Cleveland) deejay will get a private fearing of 
tomorrow's (Thurs.) Cleveland Symph concert. Erroll Garner, who’s 
guesting with the orch, is arranging to have the concert piped in to 
Randle’s room at the St. Alexis Hospital where Randle is recuperating 


from a recent auto accident. 





Jazz, Once Branded ‘Capitalistic, 
Now Flipping Tooters i in Titoland 





British Disk the Cy 


All Shook Up ....... Presley 
(HMV) 

Puttin’ On Style ....Donegan 
(Pye-Nixa) 

Teddy Bear .......... Presley 
(RCA) 

Will Make Love ....Hamilton 
(Oriole) 

Little Darlin’ ..... Diamonds 
(Mercury) 

Love Letters Sand ....Boone 
(London) 

Island in the Sun .. Belafonte 
(RCA) 

Bye-Bye Love ....Everly Bros. 
(London) 

Butterfingers ........Steele 
(Decca) 

Tamete «. .ccccecscoes Richard 
(London) 








Vik Brass Hits Road 
For Distributor Meets 
On ‘Sound Buy’ Program 


Execs of Vik Records, an RCA 
subsid, are hitting the road Friday 
(16) to launch a series of distribu- 
tor meetings on the label’s “Sound 
Buy 1957” program. Meetings will 
run through Aug. 29. 

Meets will kick off Vik’s most 
extensive package project to date 
with a total of 22 LPs and 44 EPs 
included in the program. Among 
the artists to be spotlighted in the 
package push will be Eddie Can- 
tor, Gisele MacKenzie, Helen 
O’Connell, Julie Wilson and oth- 
ers. Ben Rosner, manager of the 
label, is taking charge of the Chi- 
cago conclave with other execs 
handing other distrib points on the 
map. 


BLOOM GETS RIGHTS 
TO SONG ABOUT DULLES 


Ben Bloom has picked up the 
publishing rights to “I Made A Fool 
Of Myself Over John Foster Dul- 
les.” Tune came into prominence 
last week when songstress Carol 
Burnett sang it on NBC-TV’s “To- 
night” show and stirred up State 
Dept. interest. 

Tune, written by Ken Welch, 
concerns a girl who has a crush on 
the Secretary of State. Bloom be- 
gan making the diskery rounds 
with the song Monday (12). There’s 
also some diskery interest in 
Miss Burnett. She’s currently at 
New York’s Blue Angel. 

ABC-Paramovnt grabbed Miss 
Burnett early this week to etch the 
“Dulles” tune. It'll be backed 
with “Puppy Love.” 


Jubilee Kicking Off 
Fall Drive With 15 LPs 


Jubilee Records is kicking off its 
fall album program with a special 
promotion campaign geared for 
distributors, dealers and radio sta- 
tions. For the next three months, 
dealers purchasing seven Jubilee 
albums will receive one cuffo set. 
Radio stations are offered their 
choice of 30 LPs from the diskery’s 
current catalog of 55, as well as 
future releases within one year for 
$25. 
made available to the stations for 
$1.10 each. 








Morty Palitz, diskery’s veepee F 


and a&r chief, has set 15 new al- 
bums for September release. The 
September schedule is included in 


the fall promotion campaign. Due|: 


for release are LPs by Shep Fields, 
Teddy Charles, Walter Scharf, Don 
Rondo, Mark Monte, 
Bros.,, Frank Ortega and Frank 
Verna among others. 


By HANS HOEHN 


Belgrade, Aug. 6. 

“Jazz has, percentagewise, in 
Yugoslavia more followers than in 
most other European countries,” 
according to Bojan Adamic, Yugo- 
slavia’s most popular bandleader. 
Adamic referred to the fact that 
true jazz is actually liked by only 
comparatively few people in the 
various countries. In this country, 
however, large segment of music 
lovers go for authentic jazz. 
Adamic calls latter’s popularity 
here “simply amazing.” 

It all started when Tito broke 
with Stalin in 1948 and Yugo- 
slavia’s cultural authorities began 
to tolerate American music. Today 
one can buy the latest American 
records in this country and the 
bands play American music as 
often and as much as they want to. 
Adamic, whose 18-man band is 
with Radio Ljubliana and who also 
writes the music for nearly all do- 
mestic films, said that many ex- 
perts rate already Yugoslavia next 
to Sweden and Holland among the 
European jazz nations. 

American musicians keep find- 
ing their way also into this Com- 
munist country. Dizzie Gillespie 
and his orch appeared here, just 
recently also the Ray McKinley 
band, ditto Tony Scott, in addition 
to various bands-from West Ger- 
many. The Yugoslavian musicians 
have picked up a great deal of 
knowledge from their American 
masters. Mostly they learn jazz 
from records and they develop fast. 
They know their trade, to an ex- 
tent that they are sought after by 
West European ensembles. 

When West Germany’s Kurt 
Edelhagen, for instance, recently 
set up his new big band, he took 


(Continued on page 49) 
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LEROY ANDERSON 


His Next Big One 


FORGOTTEN 
DREAMS 


Recorded by 
® LEROY ANDENDOU (Decca) 
© CYRIL STAPLETON (London) 
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More Diskers 


Become Pubs 


More disk performers have en- | 
tered the music publishing busi- 
ness. Latest to set up their own | 
firms are Eydie Gorme and Steve | 
Lawrence, both of whom are man- 
aged by Ken Greengrass. The two | 
singers will have an ASCAP and | 
BMI firm apiece, Miss Gorme’s | 
companies being Fortuna Music | 
(ASCAP) and Twinkle Music| 





(BMI) and Lawrence’s being Max- | 
ana Music (ASCAP) and Pixie Mu- | 
sic (BMI) Stanley Catron will man- } 
age the companies. 

A few weeks ago, Sal Mineo, the 
actor who has been making a dent | 
in the disk market, also set up his | 
Salmin firm a BMI affiliate, which | 
published the songs on _ both} 
sides of his recent Epic platter. | 
Mineo’s move, like Miss Gorme’s 
and Lawrence’s, follews a a pat- 
tern established by virtually every | 
major platter artist in the business 
who have their own firms. These 
include Elvis Presley, Perry Como, 
Frank Sinatra, Eddie Fisher, Kay | 
Starr, Dinah Shore, Patti Page, to} 
name just a few. | 


Golden Crest Label | 
Pitches Fall Deals. 


Golden Crest Records will kick 
off its fall campaign with a two-| 
pronged program. The campaign | 
will run through Aug. 31. The} 
first segment of the plan is called | 
the “Special Starter Deal” and is | 
aimed at dealers who have never | 
bought the Golden Crest LP line | 
or who have purchased only one | 
or two of the label’s albums. Plan | 
offers a pre-pack of 25 LPs, a full | 
sampling of the diskery’s album 
catalog, at a special price. 

The second part of the program | 
is called the “Incentive Plan” and 
is designed to open stock selling. 
Label is offering two free albums 
for every 10 purchased by the deal- 
er. On the two-for-10 offer the 
terms are one-half due in 30 days 
and the balance in 60 days plus 
the standard Golden Crest policy 
of 100% exchange privilege. Also 
in the fall album schedule are 13 
new LP packages. 


Vik Adds 2 Distribs 


Vik Records, an RCA Victor sub- 
sid, has added two distributors for 
the West Coast. 

Diamond Record Distributing 
Co., in Los Angeles, will cover the 
southern California area, while | 
Northwest Tempo Distributing will 
handle the Pacific northwest terri- | 
tory. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 














A Great Standard 


VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Brit. Disk Climb 
rit. 
London, Aug. 13. 
A decline in record production 
since Janyary has been more than 


offset by increased sales of LPs. 
Official figures for May show that 











Coin Machines 





Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 


| production of long-play disks was 

up to 1,214,000 against April's to- 

| tal of 1,074,700, and although the 

; total production for all disks ir 

May dropped from 5,771,400 to 

5,538,000—a deficit of 239,400—the 

retail value rose by $137,200 over 

the previous month from $2,746,800 
| to $3,164,000. 


For the first five months of this 
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SO BEATS MY 
HEART FOR YOU 





aus By oa 
Pat Ballard 
Chas. Henderson 
Tom Waring 
RECORDED BY 


GORDON JENKINS 


(CAPITOL) 


PETE KING 


(LIBERTY) 


FRED WARING 


(CAPITOL) 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, 
Inc. 














JOHNNY REE 
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ms Are Beating Fe 


BILLY YANK 
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GENE AUTRY 
THE COUNTRY SINGERS 


RORRIN ha 
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2 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) 
3 JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) .......... 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


seeseeeee Leddy Bear* 


\It’s Not for Me to Say* 
**)Wonderful, Wonderfult 


year disk production totalled 33,- 
310,100, which was worth $16,190,- 
| 000, less tax. Total output last 
year was just over 67,000,000, the 
best year in the history of the Brit- 
ish disk business, but estimates 
| made at the beginning of 1957 that 
this would be an even better year 
| looks well founded. 

Recent upping of disk prices, 


|} mainly due to increased labor, mu- 

TALENT | sicians fees, raw materials and re- 

POSITIONS | cording costs, may to some extent 
This’ Last jeurb the disk-buying kick the 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE | British are on ai present. Decca 
E : ight Down* | have recently raised their prices 

1 BILLY WILLIAMS (Coral) ............... Gonna Sit Right ie Wee tet ene On one 


other companies have already, or 
| will in the near future follow suit. 


National Hikes 78s; 








1 
2 
3 
4 4 PAT BOONE (Dot) ............. coeeeeecees LOVE Letters in The Sand* 
5 6 DEBBIE REYNOLDS (Coral)............. Tammy* Inks Emery Deutsch 
6 5 EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) ........ weeeeee Bye, Bye, Lovet National Records, the recently 
. launched diskery run by Joe 
7 RUSS HAMILTON (Kapp) caees sbipaweidimie Leahy, is following the hiked price 
: trend on 78 r ylatters Effec- 
8 10 COASTERS (Atco) ........ b sececseceeses Soearchingt ltive Aug 20, the price of the 7és 
(Young Blood+ will be increased to $1.15. Dealer 
: -ost will be Tic. each. 
4 PAUL ANKA (ABC-Par.) ........... sited . Dianat "hs ted beet end ‘Veisibieee 
10 DON RONDO (Jubilee) ..... seeceeecseses.s White Silver Sandst end, National has added Emery 
Deutsch to its roster. The vio- 
linist will cut pop singles as well 
as albums. Leahy also is branch- 
ing into custom record activities. 
gy TUNES The Wayland Recording Studios 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER is launching a custom division with 
: Leahy as musical director on a 
1 1 *LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND—“Bernardine”-F ............ Bourne freelance basis Phil Macy will 
2 6 *TAMMY—“Tammy & Bachelor”-F .................. "Eh le Northern — se ica cts, A! aah 
3 2  *GONNA SIT RIGHT DOWN ...... dahawevtiatpeees sibosteveady Chaggell, ies 2 Ss sees ek ee 
4 4 *TEDDY BEAR—“Loving You”-F ......... vashegheldot de er Gladys SS TS 
5 5  *IT’S NOT FOR ME TO SAY—“Lizzie”-F ................. ..... Korwin } Ferko String Band End 
6 3 *AROUND THE WORLD—“Around World In 80 Days”-F ........ Young Pact With Dave Miller 
, nvUE aff. Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 
7 7 +BYE, BYE, LOVE ....... 06 gon 6neeen eae pe a Ree eee . Acuff-Rose The Ferko String Band has split 
8 8 *OLD CAPE COD .........2.- ee re ios beatles aneat 4 tmeie eet _ Pincus with local diskery chief Dave Mil- 
ler. 
9 9 WHITE SILVER SANDS .............. OR rae ee Southern || "A hassle over royalties and dis- 
 -. OOBAME..........55. 000.5 ira in0vs3 jodetedhedh o6ipsieetonid Bebbtey Bet oe ae canen cone 
(*ASCAP +BMI F-Films) ler, who had put out their releases 
on the Palda, Media and Trans- 
| World labels. 





Titoland Jazz 


=== CONntinued from page 48 Qaaae 





| two trumpeters from Yugoslavia: 
| Milorad Pavlovic and Dusko Goj- 


covic. Adamic himself gave just 
these days his best trumpeter, Sepe 
Mojmir, to the Max Greger band 
in Munich. Yugoslavia’s forte is un- 
doubtedly her jazz. trumpeters. 
(After all, Ziggy Elman hails from 
this part of the world.) 

Adamic revealed that the kids 


| mainly go for dixie, while the crit- 


ics show an obvious predilection 
for cool jazz. Gerry Mulligan and 
Dave Brubeck are their idols. Mu- 
sic in the Glenn Miller style is 
also extremely popular. 

About Russia, Adamic had also 
interesting things to say. He said 
that Russia is possibly the greatest 
jazz-conscious country in the world. 
He was in the Russian capital a 
number of times and found that 
the popularity of jazz in music 
circles is even more than just 
amazing. The popularity of jazz 
here has even grown to such an ex- 
tent that foreign musicians who ap- 
pear in Mescow are forced to play 
on and on, some times even all 
through the night, after their regu- 
lar appearance. Adamie said of his 
Czechoslovakian colleague Karel 
Viache (he’s the No. 1 bandleader 
in Prague) that latter really fears 
to go again to Russia because 
there it will happen again that he 
has to give one encore after the 
other and that’s too much for him. 

The Yugoslavian bandleader, 
who used to be a classical musician 


| before he switched to Jazz, further 
| declared that jazz is undoubtedly 

the greatest cultural contribution 
| the Americans have given to the 

old world. He believes that jazz 

will be the music of the future. 
| And it seems that even Yugosla- 
| via’s party-ruled cultural authori- 
| ties have realized that. There was 
| still some controversy some years 
| back when some ministers thought 


| that type of music capitalist non- | 


| sense but this time is strictly over. 
| Jazz is today an institution in this 


| Communist country. 








James Reynolds 














declaring that only “The King and 
I” and “My Fair Lady” projected 
anything in the way of stunning 
appeal. He thought today’s music | 
was stronger and overall produc- | 
tion was excellent—but he felt the | 
dramatic books used in musicals | 
were becoming heavy and strained. 
Reynolds became ill last spring 
before he sailed for his annual 
summer visit to Europe—but was | 
mulling a return to Broadway with 
a revue which he thought would 
interest Irving Berlin or Cole! 
Porter. 
| WVariery’s last Anni quoted the 
| late Gene Buck, Ziegfeld’s contact 
man, as touting Reynolds as ident- | 
ified with “Ziegfeld finest period.” | 










BEAU JAMES 


Paramount Picture 


“BEAU JAMES" 


recorded by 


DEAN MARTIN 


Capitol 


Famous Music Corporation 











Continued from page 2 


decor declaring his “Boccacio” bal- 
let which was presented in “May- 
fair to Montmartre” was better 
than anything then current at Co- 
vent Garden. He also wrote, de- 
signed and directed several ballets 
and dramas in Rome. 

During the past few years Rey- 
olds, who never approved of union 
demands, concentrated on writing 
travel books and ghost stories—16 
in all—which have become col- 
lector’s items because of their 
handsome mounting and literati 
value. 

He was also a dominant figure in 
interior design having created spe- 
cial rooms in Hampshire House in 
New York, hotels, apartments and 
private country places here and 
abroad. He designed a series of 
panels for Douglas Fairbanks Jr.’s 
London residence. 

Reynolds recently deplored the 





lack of beauty on Broadway now, 


KKK EKER KEKKKEKEK 


CARMEN McRAE 


NOW—BLUE NOTE, Chicago 
Aug. 23—N. Y. JAZZ FESTIVAL 
Aug. 25—ED SULLIVAN SHOW—CBS-TV 


DECCA RECORDS—Current Albums 
AFTERGLOW 
BOY MEETS GIRL (with SAMMY DAVIS, Jr.) 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOB GLASER, Pres. 
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Italy Exports 


An Italian instrumental, “Autumn Concerto,” is amassing a 


vast number of recorded versions 


the song had 115 recordings in Europe and South America plus a 
flock of sides in the U.S. on the MGM, Dot, Capitol, Mercury and 


London labels, 


The tune, written by C. Bargoni, recently turned wp with an 
English lyric by Al Stillman under the title of “My Heart Reminds 
Me.” That's the title used by Kay Starr for her new RCA Victor 
version. The same number is being released by Jubilee as “And 


Songs, Too 


around the world. At last count, 





That Reminds Me” with Della Reese. Latter was the way Stillman | 
originally had it, but Miss Starr slightly changed the lyric in her | 
disk performance and the title was amended to conform. 


Meantime, Decca which originally cut it with Carmen Cavallaro, 
has put out a new disk with Helmut Zacharias. Victor is also | 


rereleasing its version of “Autumn Concerto” by the Melachrino 


Strings. 


Paul Siegel, whose Symphony House publishing firm is handling | 


the song in this country in a deal 


with the Edizioni Leonardi firm 


of Milan, is on a dick jockey exploitation tour through the midwest. 





Singers in Central Park’s 
Jazz Festival Just Cool 
Enough to Freeze Rink 


The groovey sounds emanating 
from just north of Central Park 
South this week come from the 
fourth chapter of Michael P. Grace 
and Chris F, Anderson's Jazz-Un- 
der-the-Stars series. This week's 
episode concentrating on singers, 
is dedicated to recapping of disk 
classics from yesteryear on. 

With Billy Williams Quartet as 
an “extra added attraction,” and 
featuring such diversities as Slim 
Gaillard, Maynard Ferguson Orch, 
Les Paul & Mary Ford, and the 
husky-voice thrush, Lurlean Hun- 
ter, late of Chicago niteries, the 
show’s almost cool enough to frost 
the Wollman Memorial Skating 
Rink well ahead of season. 

Prier to intermission, commen- 
tary by Leonard Feather purports 
to trace some trends leading to the 














North Shore Jazz Fete — 


Lynn, Mass., Aug. 13. | 


A North Shore Jazz Festival, first yictor factory. 


of its kind to be staged within! 


reaching distance of Hub, is set for | 


Manning Bowl for three days, Aug. 
23-25 at a $4.40 top, with entre-| 
preneurs Harold Leverant, James. 
K. Donahue and Charles Caruso 
aiming for an anni bash. Inked for 
the three day jazz festival are: 
Count Basie, Sarah Vaughan, Billie | 
Holiday, Oscar Peterson, 
Hackett, Anita O'Day, Gerry Mul- 
ligan, Dave Brubeck, Stan Getz, | 
Dinah Washington, George Shear 
ing, Four Freshmen, June Christy, 
Maynard Ferguson, Herb Pomeroy, 
Wilbur de Paris and Miles Davis. 
Many of these names are also! 
playing the N. Y. Jazz Festival at | 
Randall's Island Aug. 23-24. 


|set for Angelo’s, Omaha, Aug. 2, | heads up a jazz combo at Boys 





MORE LOOT AS SINGLE, 
CONTINO DITCHES ORCH 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 


On The 





Upbeat 








Dick Contino’s brief venture into 
the band field ended last Sunday 
(11) with the close of his engage- New York 
ment at the Aragon Ballroom here.|_ Peggy Kelly, of Paramount- 
Accordionist disbanded the group sneey tine to, Renost Pude- 
to resume as a single. +s rge earing’s new 

Contino Sasend the band last | Capitol album, “Black Satin,” is 
April and had several successful serene a een tie-in with An- 
dancery bookings since, but under | ge tes? Ps ged +i, Dick Wil- 
present conditions, Contino finds ‘fers — ~ the a ee ie 
he can net more as a single. He’s | tuner “Jamaica” Pipex - Rem 





and then at the Hotel Nacional, | Harbor, East Hampton (L.1.) Satur- 





Havana, Sept. 4. | day (17). 





Bobby | of Angels” and Vic Damone’s Co-| Sept. 13-15. . . 





| Ann Ronell’s choral work, “Some 
Pix & Disks 


| Folks Say,” gets a bestseller spot- | 
=== Continued from page 43 ae 


| ting in the 1957-58 catalog issued | 
from the Elvis Presley starrer, 
“Loving You,” marks another big 


by Chas. H. Hansen, Inc. It’ll be | 
performed at the National 
one for Presley out of the RCA 
Another strong 


Music 

Camp Concert tomorrow (Thurs.) | 
pic tune is “Tammy” out of “Tam- 
by And The Bachelor.” It’s riding 





... Tunesmith Charlie Tobias back 
from the Coast this week ... 
Buddy Rich Quartet and Bobby 
Scott open at the Cafe Bohemia 
Friday (16). | 








hgh via Debbie Reynold’s Coral Chicago 

slice and the Ames Bros. RCA Vic- | Composer’s Trio set for Basil’s, | 

tor etching. f |Kokomo, Ind., Sept. 2, for one| 
Also due to get wide play are a/ week... Three Men & Maid into | 


trio of title songs. They are/ Leland Hotel, Aurora, Ill., Aug. 20, 
Harry Belafonte’s RCA Victor slice | for three frames .. . Ray McKin- | 


;of “Island In The Sun,” Sarah | ley’s Glenn Miller Band pacted for 


Vaughan’s Mercury disk of ‘“‘Band|the two Holiday Ballrooms here, 
Joe Burton Trio 
lumbia etching of “Affair To Re-|just launched on Canadian tour | 
member.” | Friday (12) .. . Johnny Pate Trio} 

The soundtrackers continue to| With Corky-Shayne set up as new) 
hit well for the diskeries. Top sell-| ff night house group at S.R.O. 
ers among them are “Around The | here on Mondays and Tuesdays. 








World” (Decca), “King and I” |’ 
(Capitol), “Eddy Duchin Story” Hollywood 
(Decca) and “Oklahoma” (Capi- Hans Salter will score Univer- 
tol). |sal’s “The Female Animal” . 


Judy Canova and James Melton 
signed with Tops Records , . . Car- 
men Cavallaro in a new five-year 
pact with Decca ... Paul Weston 
prepping Columbia albums by 
Doris Day, Joe Stafford and Vie 
Damone .. . Ted Embry, 16-year- 
old singer, signed to a three-year 
pact by Accent Records... Jerry 
Fielding orch plus the entire fegu- 
lar show at the Crescendo will be 
presented in concert form at the 
nitery . . . Lienel Newman com- 
pleted recording composer Hugo 
Friedhofer’s score for 20th-Fox's 
“The Sun Also Rises” . . . Freddy 
Martin cuts his first LP album un- 
der his new Capitol pact Aug. 19. 


London 


Pianist Don Riddell is leaving 
the Eric Delaney band to join the 
new Bernie Stanton outfit later 
this month . . . Chris Barber’s Jazz 
Band with blues singer Ottlie Pat- 
terson will appear in BBC-TV’'s “Ex- 
tra Special” Aug. 24... Songstress 
Anne Shelton starts her first Radio 
Luxembourg series in October .. . 
Accordionist Camilleri has waxed 
the “Seven Thunders Theme” from 
the Pinewood picture “Seven Thun- 
ders,” for the Parlophone label. It 
will be released here Sept. 1... 
The Southlanders, vocal quartet, 
set for a five week European tour 
next month. They'll take in Ger- 
many and Belgium .. . Skiffle 
Songstress Naney Whiskey, who 
leaves the Chas. MeDevitt Skiffle 
Group next month to solo, has been 


. offered a 10-week vaude stint. 
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o— the N. ¥. State Fair ia a Te of eee irae aie er 4 
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Florida Niteries to Stress Production 


As Antidote for Hotels’ Name Policies 





Florida nitery operators 
formulating policies intended to 
lead to non-name production shows. 
Lou Walters, who will open the 
Casino de Paris, in Miami Beach 
in December, has stated that he 
will try a non-name policy. “I’m 
tired of paying names more than 
they can bring in.” The nearby 
Cotton Club ‘ex Beachcomber) is 
likely to have a discovery show to 
be produced by songwriter Benny 
Davis, and the Latin Quarter, tq be 
run by E. M. Loew, will have a 
big production show, which may 
not be headed by an expensive 
name. 

The success of the Cotton Clubs 
show last year in Miami Beach has 
caused a re-evaluation of the name 
setup as it applies to nightclubs. 
The revue which was heavy on pro- 
duction and had such talents as 





Cab Calloway, Lonnie Sattin, Sallie} 
Blair and other Negro acts, was) 
the surprise ef the Miami Beach | 
season with grosses higher than 
the resort has even seen in its his-| 
tory. The Latin Quarter, also with-| 
out names, did well. 

Feeling this year is that if po- 
tential customers are given what 
is described as “real night club 
shows” with heavy production and 
a lot of lavishness usually associ- 
ated with top nitery displays, then 
they can favorably compete with 
the top hotels which will be show- 
ing name acts plus a couple of 
supporting turns. The nitery op- 
erators feel that the traditional 
cafe show has an excellent chance 
of making it. 

Possibility exists that there may 
be a fourth major cafe in the 
Florida area this year. Nat Harris, 
at one time associated with the 
Latin Quarter and La Vie en Rose, 
both N.Y., may open Ciro’s, also 
in Miami Beach. Harris would go 
along with the idea of concentrat- 
ing on production, should he final- 
ize the deal. 

At one time, the Florida niteries 
were in the buying limelight carry- 
ing a triple set of headliners on the 
same show. Attraction costs alone 
went to more than $25,000, and 
sometimes the show failed to pay 
off. This practice resulted in finan- 
cial difficulties for the bonifaces. 
This time they are countering with 
production policies almost exclu- 
sively. 


JOHNNIE RAY, SAUTER 
PLAY FRANKFURT FAIR 


Frankfurt, Aug. 13. 


Capturing an unusual European 
playdate is Johnnie Ray, who's 
booked in as the star attraction at 
the International Radio and Tele- 
vision Fair, being held at the 
Frankfurt Fairgrounds Aug. 3 
through 11, with hundreds of Euro- 
pean manufacturers showing their 
late model radio and tv seis. 

Ray is booked to make personal 
appearance and sing here on the 
last three days, Aug. 9-11, at a 
top salary. It’s part of his Euro- 
pean tour, and quite aside from his 
usual music hall pop concert book- 
ings. 

Also appearing at the fair_is Ed- 
die Sauter, American orch leader, 
who now has his own band in Ger- 
many, appearing for Sudwest Rund- 
funk, radio and tv center in Baden- 
Baden. Ray is also making several 
free appearances for American Air 
Force and Army units in this area. 


Spice Edinburgh Fete 
With Strip ‘Concerts’ 
Edinburgh, Aug. i3. 

A late-night revue staged by 
the Irving Club Theatre, Londcn, 
shapes as a controversial feature 
of the unofficial “fringe” shows at 
the upcoming hightoned Edinburgh 
International Festival. It will fea- 
ture striptease acts and will be 
staged nightly from Aug. 19 in the 
Palladium Theatre, normally a 
vaudery. 

The wits are describing it as a 
“fringe show with only fringe cos- 
tumes.” “Fringe” is the name 
here for plays and revues lacking 
the official blessing of the Edin- 
burgh Festival Society. A whole 
eluster of these surrounds the 
more dignified nucleus of drama, 








are? 


Creditors Go to Court 
. La > . ’ 
Against Ciro’s in H’wood 
Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 

Foreclosure proceedings against 
Ciro’s, perhaps the best-known 
nitery in the world, have been in- 
stituted in L. A. Superior Court 
by Archie Preissman, realtor, and 
David May 2d of the department 
store family. Named defendants 
were Herman D. Hover, longtime 
operator of the club, and his wife, 
Yvonne. 

Plaintiffs claim Hover executed 
a note for $55,000 on Sept. 29, 1955, 
and that $44,510 is still due on a 
10% mortgage. In addition, the 
action alleges that the club owed 
the Federal government $79,474 on 
an excise tax lien, in addition to 
a state unemployment tax lien of 
$10,205 and other debts totaling 
$30,566. 





Minnesota State Fair 


Tries for Extra Punch 
At B.0. Via Prize Fight 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 

What's believed to be a new kind 
of attraction for a fair, anywhere, 
a 10-round boxing bout between 
Der Flanagan and Tiger Jones, 
in the 20,000-seat Hippodrome 
building, is scheduled for the open- 
ing night of the Minnesota State 
Fair Aug. 24. Fight card is scaled 
at to $10. Those attending 
also"must pay the 50c admission to 
the grounds. 

Instead of the customary Barnes 
& Carruthers 1 fair variety 
show, the night grandstand enter- 
tainment, excepting on the open- 
ing day, will be provided by the 
new B.C. frontier musical, “West- 
O-Rama,” with a cast of 200 prom- 
ised. It'll include a community 
hoe-down, an old-fashioned chari- 
vari, stage coach robbery, Indian 
ceremonial dance and an evening 
at the “Silver Dollar,” etc. 

Blended into the two-hour musi- 
cal, however, will be several spe- 
cialty acts such as highwire artists, 
a pantomime offering and a trick 
roper and there’l! also be a chorus 
line of girls. As always, there'll be 
no name performers. 

Grandstand afternoon fare again 
will be auto and motorcycle races 
which have proved to be tops as 
draws, pulling 30,000 capacity 
crowds. A grandstand “thrillcade” 
is scheduled for the opening night 
and for one of the afternoons. 
Until a few years ago there were 
several days of horse trotting races, 
but, sans betting, they failed to 
draw sufficiently and have been 
discarded in favor of more auto 
races. 

Fair, one of the world’s largest, 
almiost unfailingly turns in a net 


profit of several hundred thousand | 
Its 10-day attendance sel-4 


dollars. 
dom fails to hit the million mark. 

It’s believed to be one if not the 
only amusement event with a “free 
list suspended” policy in the strict- 
est sense. Everybody pays 50c to 
enter its gates. That goes for ex- 
hibitors, coneessionaires, perform- 
ers, officials and newspaper report- 
ers covering it. Having gotten 
away with this hitherto, it’s un- 
doubtedly the envy of all amuse- 
ment purveyors. 

Reserved grandstand seats, aft- 
ernoon and night, are $2 and $2.50, 
except on Labor Day when they're 
upper to $3 and $3.50. A horse 
show has a $1 and $1.50 tap. Re- 
served seats are on sale at Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul downtown tick- 
et offices. - 

Fair opens Aug. 24 and continues 
through Sept. 2. 


Rebuild Lowell Spot 
Lowell, Mass., Aug. 13. 

John George is rebuilding the 
Blue Moon nitery*here to enlarge 
seating to 2,000. The roadside spot 
has been playing semi names for 
the past several seasons. 

George is remodeling the club 
along the lines of Blinstrub’s, Bos- 
ton, 1,700-seater, and plans to emu- 
late the Blinstrub format of hot 
disk names. The two niteries, how- 








ever, will not be in competition. 


..+- A Boy Singer Too 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

A pair of Los Angeles busi- 
nessmen are sponsoring what 
may be the most expensive 
showcasing in show? iz history. 
Garment manufacturer Jack 
Geller, real estater Norman 
Danskin made arrangements 
with Herman Hover, for Ciro’s 
for tonight (Tues.) and invited 
town’s top agents, film, radio, 
tv, disk execs, to eye Keith 
Kittrell, Ypsilanti, Mich., boy 
with virtually no professional 
experience. | en a 

Room, drinks, etc., expected 
to come to around $2,000. 





Friendly's Exit 
Final Curtain 
On RKO Vaude 


Dan Friendly, longtime booker 
of the Palace Theatre, N. Y., was 
let out of the RKO Theatres or- 
ganization following foldo of the 
theatre, last week. Plans at the 
moment haven't been formulated. 

Friendly joined RKO as a page 
boy in the fifth floor family time of- 
fice, and had been there ever since 
with the exception of a brief pe- 
riod with the Arthur Fisher book- 
ing office and service in the Army 
| during World War II. One of the 
| last active circuit theatre bookers 
}(only Harry Levine of Paramount 
}remains), Friendly showed ability 
|to book a show without jeopardiz- 
ing the family jewels. Friendly at 
various times booked shows_ in 
many of the cities where RKO 
maintains houses 

Letting out of Friendly indicates 
that any hopes of reviving stage 
shows anywhere on the RKO cir- 
cuit are very slim. 


Lou Walters Maps Plan 
To Prolong Ind’l Show 
Tours Via Local Dealers 


A means of prolonging industrial 
show tours is being mapped by the 
Lou Walters Enterprises, Inc., 








currently organizing a group of 
arena and auditorium operators for 
the showing of layouts sponsored 
by industry. 

Franklin is currently organizing 
Auditorium Industrial Operations, 
which has signed several members. 
Purpose is to get these operators 
to house a consumer version of the 
varied industrial shows under spon- 
sorship of local dealers in each 
city. Walters is set to produce a 
Cadillac show which goes on tour 
in October, and it's likely that the 
first dates following the regular 
dealer tour, may be under the aus- 
pices of local car distribs. 

A group of arena and auditorium 

managers have already met with 
Franklin and have shown an inter- 
} est in the show. 
Group is especially interested in 
this kind of show, to which the 
| public would be admitted free or 
at a nominal admission. It’s been 
|found that the major shows have 
|to be spaced in any given situation 
|so that sufficient promotion time 
|can be obtained. Franklin is point- 
|ing out that with sponsorship of 
|locals, considerably more arena 
time can be sold, and at the same 
time, performers working indus- 
trial shows can get considerably 
longer tour. 

New arena group has been 
started with approximately 20 
|members and likelihood is that 
most of them will take the initial 
Caddy show should local sponsor- 
ship come through. 


Jennings Exits AGVA 


Dean M. Jennings, who recently 
came in from Dallas to be pub- 
licity director for the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and who 
was assigned the job of editing the 
AGVA News, has resigned that 
post. 

Jennings, son of writer Dean 
Jennings who was columnist on 
various San Francisco papers, and 
who is now a freelance writer hav- 
ing authored the recent series on 
Victor Borge in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, is likely to go into per- 
geal greet. 











headed by Cass Franklin, which is | P@S 





Ice Capades, ‘Holiday’ Agree On 
Mutual Setup for Dates, Equipment 


+ One of the most important de- 





Mass. Gets 426 Bill 
For Mayflower Cel 


Boston, Aug. 13. 


State bills for the recent May- 
flower II arrival and celebration a 


t 
Plymouth came pouring in this 


frame. To date, Massachusetts has | 


paid out or is in the process of 
paying out a total of $42,391 for 
assorted items. In addition, the 
state spent $285.000 to remodel the 
accommodations for the Mayflow- 
er, dredging Plymouth Harbor. 
Bands and music cost $3,301; 
Jack Barry got $1,583 for serving 
as coordinator for the Plymouth 
committee and the official recep- 
tion committee. Some 2.000 
lunches for the police, Army, out- 
of-town contingents and the work- 
ing press cost $4,250. A $4,590 ca- 
tering bill was presented by May- 
flower Restaurants. Cost of two 
tv and press towers and stage for 
the pageant was $6,200. Decora- 
tions and tents were provided for 
$2,770. There was $8,590 worth 


of electric lighting; picture taking | 
by two photographic outfits for) 


$750 each; three dozen commemo- 
rative plates for $90 and printed 
cards to go With them for $28.50. 





Allege Hawaiian Nitery 
Angel Lost 1006 While 
‘Bewitched’ and ‘Bunkoed- 


Honolulu, Aug. 13. 

Charge of “witchcraft,” “sor- 
cery” and “bunko” have blown the 
lid off Top O’ the Isle, roof nitery 
at the Waikiki Biltmore hotel, and 
the current show was ordered to 
fold. Top O’ the Isle has been 
operated by Shirley Louise Men- 
delson, a wealthy heiress who owns 
and operates radio station KHON 
through her South Pacific Broad- 
casting Co. 

The nitery operation, her former 
attorney told liquor commission, 
has cost her up to $100,000 in the 
t few months. Estimating 
losses at $10,000 a week, the at- 
torney asked the commission to 
close the show to keep Miss Men- 
delson “from being bunkoed any 
further.” 

Miss Mendelson’s husband, Dr. 
Donald MacDonald, claimed his 
wealthy wife was under the “do- 
mination” of the show's star, fe- 
male baritone Haunani Kahalewai, 
and that the mother of a member 
of the company was acting as a 
medium to contact Miss Mendel- 
son's mother, dead nine years. 

Attorney Edward Berman~ said 
Miss Kahalewai is drawing a sal- 
ary of $600 a week, contrasted with 
the $125 to $150 she got at her last 
nitery job. A hula dancer who for- 
merly worked for $75 a week at the 
Royal Hawaiian hotel is drawing 
$175 a week. 

Miss Mendelson retorted “Lies, 
all lies” to the charges that she 
has been “bewitched.” 

And Miss Kahalewai had this to 
say: “I’ve never heard of such a 
silly thing. I've been asked if I'm 
a witch or a kahuna (Hawaiian 
witch doctor or ‘medicine 
and if I know anything about black 
magic. Somebody’s lying in all 
this. I know it’s not me.” 

Original permit had been granted 
on the proviso that the South Paci- 
fic Broadcasting Co. would share 
the cost of alterations in the room 
and all subsequent expenses. The 
commissign decided this week that 
Miss Mendelson herself had been 
the angel. 

Top O’ the Isle has had an on 
again, off again career ever since 
the hotel opened. The Mendelson- 
Kahalewai troupe reopened the 
room in May with some 15 enter- 
tainers and musicians. 

Miss Kahalewai is regarded as 
being one of Hawaii's three top 
names in the nitery field. She's 
heard frequently on the “Hawaii 
Calls” radio programs. 


N.Y. Bal Tab Relighting 


Oldest nitery in the Broadway 
sector, the Bal Tabarin, is set to re- 
open tomorrow (Thurs.) following a 
six week summer hiatus. 

Comic Tommy Ford and Gallic 
import Lili head the bill. Lou Har- 
old's band and a line are in support. 
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| velopments in the ice show field 
|came last week when International 


|Ice Attractions Inc. (“Ice Ca- 
pades”) and “Holiday on Ice Shows” 
; agreed to a working arrangement 
| on schedules and routes as well as 
,exchange of pertable equipment 
|that could permit them to work 
combined shows in certain situa- 
tions. Deal was negotiated by John 
H. Harris, “Ice Capades” producer, 
and his board who made the agree- 
ment on behalf of the junior “Ice 
Capades” company which some- 
times plays arenas with no ice 
equipment and therefore must 
make its own ice. “Holiday” has 
always carried its own portable 
refrigeration plant, but has played 
arenas already set up for blades 
shows as well. 

| Importance of the move is seen 
| by the fact that many cities, now 
taking three shows annually, will 
now get only one or two depending 
on conditions in the city. In Phila- 
delphia, one year, three major 
companies came in. Result was that 
only the first troupe to hit the town 
carried out some surplus. 

New arrangement will permit 
them to cooperate on schedules. 
Shows will be spaced far apart so 
that both stand a chance of coming 
; out ahead. It will be possible now 
to eliminate some cities that cannot 
| sufficiently support a major show. 
| It's conceded that some towns are 
| played just to break up jumps and 
to keep the company going until 
more prosperous areas are on the 
schedule. It’s likely that both com- 
panies will be able to reduce ex- 
penses considerably by working 
closely on schedules. 

The only show with whom there 
will be no interlocking arrange- 
ment will be “Ice Follies” operated 
by Shipstads & Johnson. 

Another possibility as a result of 
the new agreement is the likeli- 
hood that it will now be feasible 
for all the ice troupes to attempt 
to develop names in the field. 
Hitherto, the show has been’ billed 
above all the performers, with the 
exception of Sonja Henie when she 
toured with the now defunct 
“Hollywood Ice Revue” and when 
show goes out at the head of one 
vf the “Holiday on Ice” companies. 
Feeling has been among the frappe 
operators that with production costs 
hitting as high as $500,000, they can- 
not afford the high priced names. 
Miss Henie, for example when 
touring on the Wirtz show got 
$3,000 per performance and ex- 
acted some conditions that cost the 
producer a lot of loot. Rather than 
go in for such heavy outlays, most 
of the icers have gotten a!ong with 
talent that reached a fair name 
level and never went higher be- 
cause of billing and promotional 
| practices of the major producers, 
| However, with competition hav- 
|ing narrowed down to two major 
| organizations (combined “Holiday” 
' and “Ice Capades” troupes, and the 
“Ice Follies”) even if they decided 
to develop names, a top performer 
would be limited. 

As it now stands, al] three major 
ice companies cooperate in several 
jareas. “Ice Capades” which is 
| handled through the Arena Mana- 
gers Assn. steers away from “Ice 
Follies” routes whenever possible, 
and there is no bidding between 
| them on some prime time in some 
arena situations. 
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PRESLEY & TROUPE SET 
FOR NORTHWEST TOUR 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 13. 

The Elvis Presley show has been 
;set for five performances in the 
| Pacific northwest by Northwest 
|Releasing bosses Zolly Volchock 
land Jack Engerman. Presley will 
|present a two-and-a-half hour 
| Stage show with a company of 70 
j in his debut in this area, The lay- 
out will be presented in Multno- 
mah Stadium here and similar out- 
door plants throughout. 

NWR will present the singer in 
Spokane, Aug. 30, in Vancouver, 
Aug 31. Tacoma, Sept. 1, in the af- 
ternoon; Seattle, Sept. 1, in the 
evening, and Portland, Sept. 2, 
Multnomah Stadium, with 20,000 
seats, will be scaled from $1.50 
$3.50. 
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Walters Floating $200,000 Stock, 
Debenture Issue for Miami Nitery 


Lou Walters, former operator of 
the Latin Quarters in New York 
and Miami Beach, 


stock issue for the operation of the 
Cafe de Paris (ne Copa City), 
Miami Beach 


in a prospectus sent out to pros- 
pective stock buyers, Walters 
stated that an anticipated $10,308 
weekly profit is anticipated as a 
result of the operation. Figure is 
based on a weekly gross of $50,000 
in the dining room and bars; rental 
of five stores which would realize 
$200 weekly; $1,200 income from 
concessions, aS against an opera- 
tional cost of $41,001.66. The 
$50,000 gross on food and bever- 
ages, according to the prospectus, 
is conservative. 


In comparison, the N.Y. Latin 


Quarter, which Walters recently 
relinquished to partner E. M. 
Loew, grossed $2,775,660 in 1955 


for a weekly average ef $53,376; 
$2,754,570 in 1956 for a weekly 
average of $52,970, and is now 
averaging a gross of somewhat 
more than $53,000 weekly. 

it's also pointed out that ,the 
prices are higher in Florida than 
in New York, and the difference in 
seating capacities (N.Y., 550 plus 
20 at the bar in contrast to the 
Miami spot’s 1,000 seats plus 350 
in the cocktail lounge) also indi- 
cates a larger gross. In addition, 
prospectus claims that income of 
concessions is based on conserva- 
tive quotations. Concessionaire at 
the N.Y. LQ pays $1,200 weekly for 
which there is no _ car-parking 
revenue, latter being the major 
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AMERICA 


145 W. 47th Se., a cotter 


prepayment of rent; redecorating, 
$50,000 (to be done by Reuben 
Bodenhorn Associates, decorators 
|of the Latin Quarters in N.Y. and 
|M.B.). Cost of the show (costumes 
& scenery) will be $35,000; advance 
advertising, $5,000; additional 
| lighting equipment, $10,000; licen- 
deposits and utilities, $4,500; 
premium payments on 





‘item in Florida (since few hats or | ses, 
coats are worn there) and photo- | advance 


is floating a| graphy and sales of souvenir pro- | insurance, $2,000; additional china, | 
$3,000; overhaul- | 


glassware,’ silver, 
|ing where necessary (refrigerators, 
kitchen, etc.), $2,000. Food and 
liquor advance is expected to be 


grams are far better in Florida 
ithan in.New York. The winter 
months are peak months, but the 
Beach during July and August are , 
as heavily populated as in the peak | $8,000, although excellent credit 
periods, and there is reasonable|may be expected. Miscellaneous, 
expectancy that business can be | set higher than actually anticipated 
continued into May and June when | is tabbed at $15,000. 
curtailed operation may prove |capitalization is at $200,000 and 
profitable. It’s also cited that | therefore surplus over pre-opening 
during the Easter period, business | expense is to come to $46,000. 
is as heavy as in the top February | 
period. 

During September, October and 


Copa City by the 
| Weinger, who operated the cafe for 
November, according to the pros-|some years. It was designed by 
pectus, there are three possibili- | Norman Bel Geddes. 

ties: 1. Close the entire spot so As presently capitalized, the 
that there will be no expenses (rent | 50% of the stock now up for sale 
is allocated for a 30-week period);|is a private offering with each 
2. Close main dining room and|share in the corporation to be sold 
operate the bar and cocktail lounge | at $500. However, for each share 
with no show except a pianist. In| purchased, buyer must lend the 
this event, cost of operation would | corporation $1,500 making a $2,000 
be less than $700 weekly, which | total for each share. The $1,500 is 
could easily be taken in on a Satur-|to be repaid before any dividends 
day night; 3. Operate cocktail|can be declared. Only 100 shares 
lounge with a moderately priced | are being vifered to participants 


show. Cost of operation under this| which represents half the total 
setup would be about $2,000/stock. Other half is retained by 
weekly. | Walters for transferring his lease 


Copa City’s 15G Take 
According to prospectus, the 
examination of the books of the, 


}to the venture and setting up the 
organization, and for services ren- 
dered. Loans to the corporation 
former Copa City reveals that | will be secured by debentures pay- 
$75,000-$80,000 were normal week- lable within five years. However, 
ly incomes, a figure that doesn't | the corporation will have the right 
include store or concession rentals. |to call such debentures at 110%. 
There were weeks, according to No dividends to be declared until 
the brochure, in which grosses|such debentures are retired. Pros- 
were over $100,000 and a week pectus calls for weekly 
when the gross reached a “fabu-|ings by facies As. 

lous” $135,000, another of over 
$125,000. This is in comparison with 
the N.Y. Latin Quarter, the pros- 
pectus stated, when during its 15- 
year operation, the gross exceeded | 
$70,000 weekly only three times. 
“Hence, if the New York operation, 
with an average weekly income of 
a little over $50,000 can show a 
profit of $250,000 annually for each 
of its 15 years of operation, it is 
reasonable to expect that the new 
Cafe de Paris may prove a fantas- 
tically profitable operation.” 


Alan Gale Leases 
Chi Theatre Due 
To Nitery Pinch 


Alan Gale will test his lure as 


Amount of | 


The Cafe de Paris was built as | 
late Murray | 


| 
account- 


Expenses listed are topped by 


iNew Owner the $50,000 plus 2% of the gross 








a Ne Te i t annual rent, which when allocated 

Menogement) — over a 30-week a year basis, comes 
ott on orlens wish to $1,666.66. Salaries listed in- 
ROOMS WITH cluding show, music, dining room 
Ley ey * a tn staff, kitchen, concession girls, 
© SAME STREET stage heads, Socticions, janitors, 
, come to $20, weekly. Utilities 

pe $7.00 including gas, electric, telephone, 
~ =p Olembus license fees, ete., $800; accounting 
Single | Double ri and clerical, $300; insurance and 


htunnhnnan hibits social security, $300. Miscellaneous 
uu ij not included in the previously 


listed estimates computed on the 
“THE COMEDIAN” 


basis of a 30-week season, $300. 
Real Monthly Additional 2% of gross for rent, 

PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE based on a. $50,000 gross would 
THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — fjcome to $1,000 weekly. This total 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST comes to $25,966.66. Other ex- 
Now in its 84th issue, containing || penses include cost of food and 
ion neskiors, eualenee Chet meme || Lauer (30% af Income based on 








logs, parodies, double gags, bits, || 950,000 weekly Income—not includ- 
ideas, intros, impressions and im- | ing concessions) comes to $15,000. 
Procante es tne Day Momerecs || Linen, breakage, replacement of 


Humorous 
Views of the News, o Start with 
convent issue, $15 yeari | 
$8 — 3 years $40 — Single C 
$2.00 —- NO C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St. New York 19 


glass and chinaware and _ silver, 
2 R44 $500. Expenses involved in con- 
cessions, $625. 
Expenses 
Brochure contrasts the expenses 
incurred at the N.Y.LQ with half 
the Cafe de Paris capacity. NY. 
rental is over $2,200 weekly, while 
rental of Miami Beach Latin 
Quarter, which it says is in a less 
favorable location and also half of 
$1,750 weekly. 
the Cafe de Paris capacity, is 
The amount necessary to open 


America’s Stars. 
PHOTO s SERVICE]! 
MOSS : 350 W. seth St. NY 191 the Cafe de Paris comes to $154.- 
'000 broken down into a $20,000 


The DEEP RIVER BOYS Xx 


Starring HARRY DOUGLAS 
9th International Tour 

















MOSS “isso PHOTOS 


Quality photoes in quantity, as low as 
le each. For public purposes con 
sult Moss first. Since 1935 Serving 
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CASINO THEA., Oslo Norway of 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY . % 


Pers. Mgr.: ED KIRKEBY 





| of “WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND” 
Lucille a je and Eddie ROBERTS 
, thru August 28 
AR ADISSON 
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a theatre attraction with a stand| 
at the Harris Theatre, Chicago, for 
a week starting Oct. 6. Gale is 
leasing this Shubert theatre on his 
own, and will operate at a $5 top. 
Following that stand, Gale goes to 
the Town & Country Club, Brook- 
lyn, Oct. 14, and continues with 
other nitery stands. 

Leasing of a theatre points up a 
condition now prevalent among 
many nitery comics. Gale, who 


never appeared in a theatre pre-|f 


viously, is believed te have taken 
this house for lack of a suitable 
cafe showcasing date at the salary 
to which he has become accus- 
tomed. Chez Paree being the only 
major nitery left in the Chi area. 
Gale feels that he can gross $40,000 
in eight shows at the Harris Thea- 
tre and net will be considerably 
more than he can make in any 
local cafe stand. 


Present season marks the first 
time in several years that Gale 
hasn't operated his own cafe. He 
had previously leased clubs in New 
York and Miami Beach. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Arthur J. Slattery shed a plas- 
ter cast that he has worn for over 
a year due to a fractured arm. Lee 
Klimick all cleared and is skedded 
to join the staff of telephone oper- 
ators in our mail office. 

Fay B. Hammond, yesteryear 
middleman of minstrelsey, ended 
an ordeal of six months of hospi- 
talization at the V. A. hospital 
Prescott, Arizona. He received an 
all-clear to resume work at Hen- 
derson, Nevada 

Ann Budd's progress is a special 
item. She is the sister of Frances 
Zingler, of Warner Bros.’ N. Y. 
office. 

Adirondack Antiques Show & 
Sale was held at the local Town 
Hall, resulting in tiptop business. 
This is its seventh season and was 
the biggest of it’s career. Among 
those acting as co-chairman of the 
sale were Mrs. William Morris Jr., 
and Mrs. Roger Tubby, wife of the 
publisher of the Adirondack Daily 
Enterprise. 

Fred McCabe got good report of 
his progress and his wife Catherine 
McCabe, of AB-PT’s Gotham office, 
shot in for a bedside celebration 
of the occasion. 





Tobias Resigns Eden Roc 


Miami Beach, Aug. 13. 
Henry Tobias has resigned as en- 
| tertainment director and emcee 
of the Eden Roc Hotel, here, to 
work on several projects including 
a book, “Broadway & Borscht,” de- 


| Signed to be a manual for aspiring | 


social directors in hotels, 


with the Totem Lodge, Averill | 
Park, N. Y. prior to going to the | 
| Eden Roc. 


SHOW BIZ DAMPENS 





MASS. RAIN-MAKERS| 


Boston, Aug. 6. 
Rain-making projects in south- 
eastern Massachusetts, where 21 
| machines are seeding the clouds to 
end the prolonged drought, will 
not be set up in Essex county, be- 
cause of possible effect on al | 
fresco biz, although farmers in the | 


sending no rainmakers their way. 


ning, it is expected that fair offi- 
cials will protest rainmaking at- 
tempts in fair areas. As rainmak- 
ing attempts so far have been out 
of outdoor showbiz areas, no pro- 
tests have been lodged. In Rhode 
Island, however, rainmaking at- 
tempts fizzled when showbiz inter- 
ests protested to the Governor to 
protect their interests. 


Ringling’s 306 in Albany 
Despite Bad Weather 


Albany, Aug. 13. 











| 
| 





area are unhappy that the state is| said. 





Lewis, Miffed at Fast 
Benefit Booking, Returns 
5G to Texas Sponsors 


Houston, Aug. 13. 
Jerry Lewis made a $5,000 re- 
fund to the Houston Jr. Chamber 
f Commerce in connection with 


0 
Contract with the inn still had/ pis July 14 appearance here to 
| several months to go. He had been| me the Miss Houston Contest. 


Date was a Sunday afternoon and 
Lewis on a promotional tour had 
just enough time to charter plane 
from New Orleans and fly in for 
two-hour appearance. But his name 
alone wasn’t enough to outdraw 
a summer afternoon at the beach, 
and only about 1,500 of 10,000 seats 
at Houston Coliseum were sold. 

Jaycee public relations commit- 
tee chairman Marvin Zindler said 
yesterday (9) that Lewis has re- 
turned $5,000 of his contracted 
$10,000 and was angry at being 
booked for such a poor date.” 

“I do this kind of show for noth- 
ing,” Lewis is reported to have 
“I would have been glad 
to have arranged to be in Houston 


With the big fair season begin-|two or three days to build up an 


audience.” 


Show only grossed $5,000, which 
left it plenty shy of anticipated 
$30,000 b.o. and $10,000 in the red. 
Houston Oldsmobile dealer Bill Mc- 
David who'd agreed to underwrite 
Lewis’ appearance, partly because 
comic will be sponsored by Oldsmo- 
bile this autumn via tv, had to pick 
up the tab. 





Robert C. Rothafel, managing di- 


|rector of the Roxy Theatre, N.Y., 


accompanied by Irving Chezar of 
General Artists .Corp. and Betty 
Murray, who had been casting tal- 
jent for the theatre, left last week 


Adverse weather conditions held|for Rome to look at some new 


\the gross to $30,000 on the recent | acts. 


| five-performance stand of the | 
|Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey | 
| Cireuit at Hawkins Stadium (ball | 
| park of the Albany Eastern league | 
|club, in suburban Menands). 


| Attendance was approximately 


| 20,000, according te Bob Snyder, | 


| who with Ted Bayley, of Troy, pro-| 
|moted the big top’s first tentless | 
| engagement here. They made “a 
little money”—at $1.50 to $3, with 
half price for children under 12. | 
x Stadium seats around 9,000. 


The Saturday night ceuliiemeeniead 
was given despite a severe elec- 








KEN BARRY 





Thanks, BOSSIN Agency and Club 


| trical storm; the Sunday afternoon | One Two for asking me to stay 
show was staged in light, inter- | 
| mittent rain. The circus manage- | 


for the Sunday matinee. Between 
800 and 1,000 readmission stubs 
were presented. 


Whereabouts Sought 








Ward, clarinettist whose home 
town was either Elkhart or Muncie, 
Indiana, also George Power of 
Power's Elephants. 

I would be most grateful if you 





outfit for nearly 20 years. 


hasn't been named as yet. 





he inimitable 


Successor at the Davies ofiee| 


ment made the decision to go on Gratetuily, 

with the full routine, including KEN 
aerial acts, during the downpour. meee 

There were no mishaps. Patrons|] P.S.: Currently: Neuwtilus, Miami. 
were Offered readmission tickets |] Aug. 26, Famous HARRY ALTMAN’S 


"| “Delightfully 
England. Difterent” 
Editor, VARIETY: Now Appearing 
I wish to contact a Mr. Otto ye mam 





in the agency having been with the! 





TROTTER BROS. 


FEATURING FABULOUS PUPPETS 
Currently: CLUB DATES 





GLEN CASINO, Buffalo 

| Mgt: STU & WILL WEBER, N.Y.C. 
————— 

RAY ROMAINE 
and CLAIRE 








“NIGHT AND 

DAY FOLLIES” 

at the Istanbul 
Open Air Theatre 
ands ae a Day 








would mention my inquiry in your yee ey Ni 
paper. Key Dal (Turkey) 
ay y. Thanks 
41 Church Road A. TAvaL 
Sholburyness, Essex Paris 
Meyer Resigns Davies 
Josh Meyer has resigned the) YVONNE MORAY 
Jack Davies Agency to open an| CURRENTLY 
office of his own. He was a partnet | LOU'S VILLAGE 


SAN JOSE, CALIF, 
MILTON DEUTSCH AGENCY 
Hollywood - New York 








NAT DUNN 
1650 Broadway, 


New York 

















Write to those who are ill. 


SS 


BEVERLY HILLS’ MOST 
BEAUTIFUL SUPPER CLUB FOR SALE 


Write Jan Rubini’s Keyboard 
435 NORTH CANON DRIVE, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 
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Vaude, Cafe Dates 





New York 


Peggy Ann Watson made her | 
cafe debut at One Fifth Ave. last | 
night (Thues.). She’s the daughter | 
of vet musicomedy singers Milton 
Watson and Peggy Bernier . ‘ 
Lyda whee * a newcomer to Le 
Cupidon .. . Otte Salamon of the 
William Miokrie oa concert 
dept. reports to the Army Aug. 26. 

. Jerry Vale to the Safari Club, 
College Pt., N. Y., Sept. 27... 
Lone Ranger, Silver and Lassie, 
tapped for the State Fair at Lewis- 
burg, Va., Aug. 19 . Eddie Ris- 
man, general manager of the Latin 


Quarter, off on a quick trip to 
Miami beach, site of the branch 
LQ... Kirby Stone Quartet to the 


Eden Roc, Miami Beach, Aug. 22. 
. Buddy Hackett’s date at the 
Copacabana, moved back to Nov. 
14 to make way for a film assign- 
ment... Rebert Clary goes to the 
Fontainebleau, Miami Beach, Sept. 
17... Phil Foster follows at that 
spot ... Lenny Kent reports to the 
Riviera, Las Vegas, Oct. 9 . . 
Sophie Tucker down for the Roose- 
velt, New Orleans, Jan. 9 . will 
Mastin Trio goes to the Moulin 
Rouge, Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
Dominique pacted for the Latin 
Quarter, starting Aug. 22... Jana 
Mason tapped for the Mocambo, 
Montreal, Oct. 7 . Bob Ritter- 
bash an added starter to the Blue 
Angel show . . . Edwards Bros. to 
the Palladium Theatre, Dusseldorf, 
Sept. 1 for four weeks ... Harry 
D. Squires lining up a lecture tour 
for musicologist Don Walker . . 
David P. O'Malley and Sam Honig- 
berg in from the Coast ... Cab 
Calloway starts at the Stage Coach 
Inn, So Hackensack, N.J., Aug. 23. 
. . . Jack Durant heading for the 
Indianapolis State Fair following 
his turn at the Latin Quafter ... 
Goofers to be held until Christmas 














CAPPELLA 
PATRICIA 


Now 8th Week 
OPERA THEATRE 


Buenos Aires 




























CAB CALLOWAY 


CLUB BOLERO, Wildwood, N. J. 


ED SULLIVAN SHOW, CBS-TV 
Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 


;at the Palladium, London, on the 
| show which opened June 21. 
| Jean’ Miller Deob, new at the 
| Tropicana, New Rochelle. Singer 
is in for an indefinite stand, 





Chicago 

Paul & Reyes pacted for two 
frames at Chez Paree here, Aug. 
. Set for Du Quoin, Ill. Fair 
for one week, Aug 25 are Hal 

Sands Dancers, Wazzon 
Robert Williams, Pryde & Day, 
Billie & Gene Lambard, Johnny 
O’Brien, Betty Johnson, Wiere 
Bros. and Mills Bros. Don 
Tannen inked for Cleveland Statler, 
Nov. 25, for two frames followed 
by Cleveland Statler, Dec. 9, for 
two frames . . . Steve Lawrence 
goes into Cleveland Statler, Sept. 
30, for two frames and then the 
Detroit Statler, Nov. 11, for two 
weeks .. . Po Thedy Family 
ee oe Hilton, Houston, Oct. 





Hollywood 


Richard Pribor cleffing the ar- 
rangements for Marge & Gower 
Champion’s two-week Cocoanut 
Grove engagement, which starts 
today (14)... Paul Gilbert set for 
a top role in the new editions of 
Ziegfeld Follies which opens Sept. 
11 in N.Y. . Eartha Kitt opens 
Nov. 29 fer nine days at the Palm 
Springs Chi Chi. House booker 
Dave Branower also has set Jerry 


- | Lewis and Liberace for dates later 


in the year . . . Hi-Lo’s set to open 
<*. 20 at Fed ug ‘Interlude, following 

harole Simpson, 
Capitol > oll set for a two-weeker 
at the Thunderbird, Las Vegas .. . 
Jerry Fielding composing a new 
act for Vivian Blaine. 





é.tlanta 

Singing pianist Johnny Ryan 
opened Monday (12) in Danny 
Demetry’s Zebra Lounge in lobby 
of Howell House . .. Another 
pianist, Gale Norman, is being fea- 
tured before show and at inter- 
missions at Circus Lounge, where 
Dancer Tana Leigh and emcee 
Tommy McRaft top the bill . . 
New show at Domino Lounge in 
Imperial Hotel is headed up by 
exotic Carmela Rickman, acro 
terper Lorraine Powlas, and dan- 
cer Harry Poll, who doubles as 
emcee , .. Trudy Richards is star- 
ring in current offering at Henry 
Grady Hotel’s Paradise Room. 

Jimmy Kilpatrick, singer, opened 
Monday (12) at Mammy’s Shanty 

Clovis Club is featuring one 

cers Sally Blaine, Gina George, J 
Turner and Desiree, with Jack det 
Rio in emcee role . Dancer Jo 
Lasure is spotlighted at Club Peach- 
tree in the downtown sector, on 
same bill with Candi, exotic dan- 
cer, and heofer-emcee Jack Lester 
. . . Anchorage Supper Club in 
Clermont Hotel stars orning Wood, 
Clermont Hotel stars Morning 
Wood, dancer. 


Dallas 





Statler-Hilton, with Eileen Rodg- | 


ers and “Prof. Backwards” due 
Aug. 22, follows with Rusty 
Draper, Sept. 5, June Valli, Sept. 
19, and has inked Lile for an Oc- 


tober opening . Colony Club is 
holding Johnny Bachemin for a 
four-week stand . Jaeques Foti 


opens a fortnight tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the aay Hotel, 
with George Liberace to introduce 
him the first three nights. 
be followed Aug. 29 by 
& Velvel . . . Jean Shannon 

Brooks Bros. open Aug. 20 at the 
Monteleone Hotel, — Orleans, 
for two weeks... Alvarado, 
regular at the iniversity Club 
here, set for the Eden Roc, Miami 
Beach, Sept. 1... Jee Reichman’s 
erch inked for “Adolphus Hotel's 
Century Room on Oct. 3... Gor- 
don MacRae om in the Cotten 
Bowl Show on East Texas Day, 
Oct. 15, during the 16-day State 
Fair of Texas run , . . Bob Cross 
orch opens a four-week date to- 
morrow. (Thurs.) at New Orleans’ 
Roosevelt Hotel. Crew returns to 
the Statler-Hilton here on Sept. 19. 








Starting August 16 


and August 18 


Troupe, | last Friday night. 


Stripper ‘Amateur Night’ 
Clicks at Dallas Spot 


Dallas, Aug. 13. 

“Amateur Night,” the magic 
words which kept many a motion 
pic theatre in biz during the depths 
of the depression, is proving equal- 
ly effective for Barney Weinstein, 
at his Theatre Lounge. Weinstein 
is presenting an amateur night for 
exotics each Friday night for this 
month. 

A total of five finalists will com- 
pete for a 16-week contract good 
for $1,600 in bookings. Accord- 
ing to Weinstein, some 250 people 
were turned away frotm the door 
“It was the best 
night we've had since last New 
Year's.” 


ee 


Disks, Films, Form Basis of R ‘n R 
Exports to S.A.; GAC Forms Package 


Rock ’n’ roll looms as a major 
export to South America. Spurred 
by the success of the Platters-June 
Taylor Dancers show currently at 


presario, is working on the deal in 
conjunction with GAC. 

Layout is slated to open in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, Sept. 21 for an in- 





the Teatro del Opera, Buenos| definite run. Following will be 
Aires, General Artists Corp. is} dates in Rio de Janeiro and Buenos 
currently packaging a show which Aires, with other cities still to be 
will include the r 'n’ r acts as| Umed up. 

well as regulation talents. In the| Rock 'n’ roll is just about catch- 
unit being sent out by the agency ing on in that part of the world. 
will be The Tyrones, Maureen Can- | Exports of records as well as a few 
non, Four Knights and Sparkle | rock ‘n’ roll films, have ignited 
Moore. Alex Valdez, a Peruvian im- (Continued on page 55) 



























sense of 

ever losing its 

direction.” 

__-WILLIAM LEONARD 
Chicago Tribune 





“Supper-Clubbers are certain to enjoy 
the easy, relaxed comedy of Paul Gray 
and the superb song an of Sallie 
Blair at the Black Orchid. 

“Orchid bosses Paul Raffles, Bill Do- 
herty and Pat Fontecchio have come 
? with another winning . Paul 

is a very funny guy who ratties off 
ing bits yh ~ Scone wane a 
oan manner. 
“A Chicagoan, Gray finds his current 
‘visit’ a one. Besides appearing 
nightly ot Black Orchid, he has 
taken on a rather early morning tele- 
vision comedy stint as well.” 
—CHARLEY DAWN 


Chicago American 


STEGN 
Chicago Sun-Times 


Concluding: 


Four Weeks, BLACK ORCHID Chicago 


(13 Weeks in Two Years) 
and Doubling: 


Six Weeks — National Telefilm Associates’ 
“A.M. IN CHICAGO with PAUL GRAY’’ 


ABC-TV—8-9 A.M. Daily 
* 


Opening Aug. 15—-BIMBO’S 365 CLUB, San Francisco 


Television: 
ARTHUR HERSHKOWITZ 
501 Medison Ave., New York 


~ 
Representation: 
Clubs: Midwest Club Dotes: 
DAVID JONAS LARRY LUX 


200 W. S7th St.. New York 203 N. Wabosh Ave., Chicgee 
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Copacabana, N. Y. 
Jules Podell presentation with 
Don Cornell, Larry Daniels, Cor- 
onados (3), Mike Durso & Frank 
Marti Orchs, Tom Rockford, Dori 
Anne Gray, Jeff Bolton, Doug 
Coudy Line; Songs, Durso, Mel 
Mitchell & Marvin Kahn, costumes, 

Sal Anthony; $5.50 minimum. 





As far as summer is concerned 
at the Copacabana it’s apparently 
a time for experimentation. There 
must be some taleet around that 
indicates a potential for headline 
status and apparently boniface 
Jules Podell is doing his best to 
showcase them at a tir_e when busi- 
ness is normally at afi ebb. 

In the current bill, singer Don 
Cornell and comic Larry Daniels 
are tandemmed with the Corona- 
dos in support. It’s a pleasing 
combination entertainmentwise 
and one worthy of study as an ex- 
hibition of acts able to return peri- 
odically to this spot. 

Cornell, whe occasionally sounds 
like Tony Martin, is a colorful sin- 
ger at times. He has a wide range 
of numbers with a catalog that in- 
cludes something for nearly every 
kind of musical taste. He gets a 
lot of spirit out of a rhythm num- 
ber and his ballads have appeal. 
He registers for many reasons at 
the Copa and a half-hour stint pro- 
vides ample reward for several 
legitimate bows. 

Larry Daniels is a young comic 
with an apprenticeship of many 
years, and he looks like he's well 
on his way. Daniels has developed 
a style of comedy rather than a 
concentration on routines. He 
works in a low pressure metier, 
but gets results. e starts slowly, 
but his modus operandi does ignite 
the risibilities before long and he 
has an easy time of making a suc- 
cess at this venture. He does have 
routines to go along with his type 
of operation, his topper being a 
description of a passenger taking 
his first flight. An offstage femme 
voice assists in getting a top mitt 
for this effort. He has some of the 
usual routines {ncluding some im- 
pressions and a routine on the 
dress industryites that similarly 
beget yocks. Daniels looks like 
he’s found a N.Y. outlet. 

Other major item are the Coro- 
nados, a vocal group comprising 
two lads and a girl. Femme is re- 
portedly new to the contingent 
having been a last minute replace- 
ment for the ailing original. How- 
ever, she falls in nicely with the 
group which gets good results with 
a varied repertoire, which winds 
up with a rock 'n’ er. 

The Doug Coudy production 
holds over and the Mike Durso, 
Mel Mitchell & Marvin Kahn tunes 
give melodie strength te the pro- 
ceedings, Ineidentai song and 
dance work by Tem Kockford, Dori 
Anne Gray and Jeff Bolton con- 
tinue to be effective. Durso at the 
showbacking and dance chores 
and Frank Marti’s Latinizing are 
added plusses to the cafe. Jose. 





Sahara. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 8. 

Betty Hutton, Amin Bros., Cheer- 
leaders & Herb Lurie (6), Saharem 
Dancers (12); choreography by 
Sonia Shaw & Bill Hitchcock; Cee 
Davidson Orch (13); produced by 
Stan Irwin, $2 minimum. 





Although Betty Hutton sur- 
rounds herself with The Cheer- 
leaders & Herb Lurie (6) and a 
pack of fine musicians, the frantic 
energy she throws inte her chirps 
and terps makes this look like a 
one-woman show. Her upbeat per- 
formance throughout the = ac 
makes the package socko enter- 
tainment. Opening number, an 
original by Jay Livingston & Ray 
Evans, gives her a chance to_kid 
herself and demonstrate her forte 
as a comedienne. Smooth savvy 
of The Cheerleaders blends per- 
- feetly with Miss Hutton’s antics, 
and with them she presents sev- 
eral abbreviated production num- 
bers saturated with top showman- 
ship. Especially hefty salvos went 
to the spoofing of Brando and 
Presley “culture.” and the im- 
preshes of show biz greats. With 
her trumpet man, Sherty Sherock, 
she does an outstanding job with 
“I'm Going To Sit Right Down & 
Write Myself a Letter,” and “Birth 


of the Blues.” Jack Latimer is 
Miss Hutton’s pianist-conductor, 
and Frank DiVito handles the| 
drumming chores. 

The Amin Bros. are on the bill, 
and the speedy acrobats show 
again why they're consistently one 
of the fave acts in Las Vegas. 
One brother juggles the other 
with his feet, and they zip through 
intricate paces. 

Opening line number is an origi- 
nal composed & arranged by ®ll 
Hitehecock, a very clever romp by 
the Saharem dancers (12) called 


“Sahara Swiggle.” 


| weekends. 


orch (13) neatly batons show which 
is booked for four agape 
ce. 


500 Club, A. C. 
Atlantic City, N. J., Aug. 10. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Palmer House, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Hildegarde, Mattison Trio, Ben 
Arden Orch (10); $2 cover. 





Her 13th opening at the Empire} 





It’s an ingenious invent that an- 
swers the constant cry of comics 
about difficulty in getting new 
material. The basic idea is a sock 
springboard to howlraising. 
Midge & Bill Haggett, holdovers, 


McGuire Sisters, with Three Cap-| Room reveals a Hildegarde of in-|4dd more youth and zing to the 


ri Sisters; Blackburn Twins & Jerry | 
Collins; Lee Henderson Girls (8), | 
Pete Miller Orch (14) directed by | 
Joe Frasetto; $3 minimum, $5 





The McGuire Sisters, in their 
usual August appearance in Paul) 
D’Amato’s Vermillion supper-club 
room, this year add something 
new, the three Capri  Sisters,) 
Terry, 15, and twins Phyllis and 
Annette, 12 years old, whose assist | 
in McGuire's “Me and My Shadow” 
number is a solid smash. | 

So well do the youngsters 
“shadow” the McGuires that pay- 
ees think that trickery in the form | 
of a tape recording is being em-| 
yloved. This is dispelled when the. 

ids s’ng by themselves. “Shadow” | 
number is cleverly done, and. 
patrons would like to have had) 
more of the Capris, whe have eg | 
istered on tv programs. | 


Sisters, sparkplugged by Phyllis, | 
with exception of the Capris, offer) 
much of show of a season ago. | 

“Sincerely,” their top Coral disk, | 
and “Pienic,” from the motion pic- | 
ture, again score as does the “Sis- 
ters” number with Phyllis deserted | 
by Chris and Dottie to do carbons | 
of the wax greats. Again they) 
are a irio to jam “Alabama Ju-| 
bilee,” playing piano, sax and bells | 
with the orch, | 

In “Your So-Much a Part of Me,” 
they ulilize prop Coke bottles plus | 
sputtering cigarets. Begoff piece | 
is “Think of Me Kindly,” which | 
registers solidly. Beautifully | 
gowned their 45 minutes outfront} 
is well paced and wins top ap-| 
plause, | 

Not to be outdone, Blackburn) 
Twins, who appeared on same bill 
with MecGuires last summer, also 
add something new in the form o 
comic Jerry Collins, who lifts 
twins’ nice routine out of song and 
soft shoe class, providing comedy 
good for those belly iaughs so 
highly valued by bistro owners. 

Blackburns first appear alone do- 
ing the things they have always 
done. Act* hits a higher plane 
when Collins appears, trio working 
nicely together constantly aiming 
for yocks but giving too with song, 
patter and soft shoe. Highlieht 
is water bit with Collins trying 
to wet down the twins but being 
frustated everytime until he is 
soaked. 

Lee Henderson girls appear in 
two nice production numbers and 
show is backed up well by Pete 
Miller orch directed by Joe Fra- 
setto. Walk. 


Royal York, Teronto 

Toronto, Aug. 11. 
Felo & Bruno; Los Romeros & 
Reina (3), Johnny Lindon Orch | 
(10), with June Sheath; cover 


$2.50-$3 minimum. 


With a lusty Cuban quintet, com- 
plete with plenty of oles, the posh | 
Imperial Room of the Royal York 
Hotel has currently switched to La- 
tin talent for a bouncy 60-minute 
session, with Felo & Bruno taking 
the major part of the floor show | 
for their duo pianistics, and Los | 
Romeros & Reina (Mora) opening | 
for the initial 20 minutes. Of swift | 
flamenco dancing, cape twirlings | 
and staccato heel-work. Whole is 
brisk-paced entertainment for the | 
carriage-trade in the snootiest and | 
highest-tariffed room in Toronto. | 

Los Romeros, two boys, and Re-| 
ina, a looker, (all formerly with the } 
Jose Greco troupe), have played| 
the top night spots in New York, | 
Las Vegas, Washington and Ha- 
vana, plus appearing in specialties 
in four Hollywood motion pictures. 
Their feverish flamenco dancing is 
spectacular and the trio works fast 
on dazzling technique. All mem- 
bers do solo and team work. On 
that disciplined castent-clicking, 
plus exquisite wardrobing, this is 
an exciting dance combo on whirls 
and stampings. They do an “Ale- 
grias” medley, a bull-fight number, 
a classic bolero and finish with a! 
rousing gypsy country dance to 
Vota.” 

On the latter half, Felo & Bruno! 
are excellent at the twin keyboards, 
though the 900-seater is too big) 
and the pianos too small to sound-| 














Cee Davidson i 


register properly with the back- 
benchers. They need a more in- 
|timate room and the supporting 
jorehestra drowned out some of the 
|finale effects. Their pianistics in- 
|cluded “Malaguena,” a “Hungarian 
|Rhapsody,” “Warsaw Concerto,” | 
|“Sabre Dance” and a finale samba 
jmedley. Closer up, the boys are 
excellent on duo-piano work. 

| Johnny Lindon’s orch is excel- 
lent for dancing, together with the 
| lady-like warbling of June Sheath, | 
'a blond who displays a good voice. 
McStay. | 


¢;edy and melody unfolds this fort- 


jhe adds to his stock of showman- 


creased stature. 


shedding of superfluous coyness, 


: | . 
A fairly thorough} goings on with 
y . | themed terpings, while house em- 


their cleverly 


and its replacement by a relaxed| cee Jackie Heller warms the affair 


attitude to the audience, shows an| With medley of standards. 


approach to concert dimensions. 
The 45-minute assortment of) 
pops, musicomedy tunes and 
‘rench, German and Spanish songs| 
are offered in an animated context 
of quips and movements that 
sparkle throughout. No detraction| 
from the elass of the act is Hilde-| 
garde’s stagey handling of the key- 
board with some of her vocals. Her | 


sophisticated treatment of the, 
audience, especially in request} 
numbers, adds further lustre to} 


the act, and a final encore irq 
the back of the room proves to De} 
an imaginative and successful bit 
of staging. 

Show opens with three tapsters, 
The Mattison Trio. Leader of the 
group, Guy Tanno, shows _ fine 
showmanship in his selection and 
interpretation of a variety of ma- 
terial. Trio starts with a specialty 
modern jazz tap routine and con- 
tinues into an equally picturesque 
bolero, winding up with a Rodgers 
& Hammerstein set. Trio is versa- 
tile, adept, enthusiastic and has an 
individual style that shapes well 
for plush hotel rooms. 

Jo Ann Miller heads the next 
bill here Sept. 5. Leva, 


Beverly Hilis, Newpert 
Newport, Ky., Aug. 2. 

Andrews Sisters (3) (with Wally 
Weschler); Romo Vincent, Donn 
Arden Dancers (10), John Juliano, 
Gardner Benedict Orch (10), Jim- 
my Wilber Trio, Larry Vincent; $3 
minimum, $4 Sat. 





A double-barrel melange of com- 


night in Greater Cincinnati’s ace 
casino. Big guns are the Andrews 
Sisters and roly poly Romo Vin- 
cent, perpetual funnyman. For 
filling are the talented Donn Arden 
Dancers and the reliable location 
band of Gardner Benedict. 

Patti, Maxine and LaVerne 
Andrews breeze through a half- 
hour cycle of pops, highlighted by 
a medley of their disk clicks. Ap- 
plause topper is an audience par- 
ticipation number. Attractive in 
matched pink-plumed gowns, the 
sisters blend expert routines with 
sole and ensemble chirping. Piano 
accompanist Wally Weschler con- 
tributes top support in direction 
of tricky tempo changes. 

Comie Vincent, a few pounds 
under his last time out here, com- 
mands the situation for his 30 
minutes on the boards. A model 
for cleanliness as a story teller, and 
with a high average for response, 


ship with artistic impersonations, 
including Texans and inebriates 
and surprisingly nimble hoofing. 
Steve Lawrence tops the lineup 
opening here Aug. 16. Koll. 


Americana, Miami B. 
Miami Beach, Aug. 11. 
Steve Lawrence, Haller & Hay- 
den, Midge & Bill Haggett, Jackie 
Heller, Lee Martin Orch; $5 min- 
tmum. 





The weekly summer _ series 
booked into the Bal Masque of this 
hotel has been noteworthy for the 
continued import of new faces to 
the area. Current layout is illus- 
trative of solid results that can be 
marked up if the cdOmponents hit 
with impact. 

Steve Lawrence is a reverse of 
the cafe-fo-video venturers. His 
spurs were earned on the Steve 
Allen shows, and he is now making 
the step into the night club circuit. 
The confident manner in which he 
takes hold in this outing in a ta- 
lent-jaded town marks him a win- 
ner from first tune offerings. The 
bonifaces around town might well 
take stock of talent from tv avail- 
abilities with view to further ex- 
plorations in such bookings. Law- 
rence projects with all the ease 
and assurance of a longtermer cafe 
vet, aided by a shrewdly assembled 
songalog that blends the ballads 
with the upbeat and offbeat, to 
raise continued approval from the 
attendees. With it he inserts a cou- 
ple of well-told new sounding 
stories that break the melody-line 
for laugh payoffs. He's equally 
adept at the high ranging uptemp% 
arrangements as he is on the softly 
phrased mood compos. End result 
is backcalls for more. 

Another new act to the area is 
the team of Haller & Hayden, 
Their material is new and for the 
main portion, yock raising, especi- 
ally so in a spoof on the “Monitor” 
program with the big laugh topper 
a screwy, constantly _ hilarious 





sight-bit anent the Olympics and 
all nations reps in a walking race, 


Lee 
Martin and his crew back show in 
skilled manner. Due in Aug. 15 
are Diahann Carroll and Billy 
Vine. Lary. 


Statler Hotel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Harry Babbitt, Lloyd Lindroth, 
ictor Moreno & Rosalie, Eddie 
Bergman Orch (12); $2-$2.50 cover. 





For the last few years, Harry 
Babbitt—once a household name 
as featured vocalist with Kay 
Kyser (“Three Little Fishies” etc.) 
—has had a relaxing, entertain- 
ment-loaded morning show on CBS 
radio. Now, he’s making his move 
back into the personals via a series 
of nitery bookings beginning with 
this local date at the Statler, Un- 
fortunately, he doesn’t have an act. 

Babbitt is trying something new 
or the bisto beat, bringing the ra- 
dio atmosphere to a cabaret floor. 
It just doesn’t work; the patter is 
a little too folksy and unfunny and 
his technique of sitting on a stool 
while singing doesn’t fit with the 
general atmosphere. Vocally, he’s 
still good, the pipes are warm and 
pleasant and he knows his way 
around both lyrics and melody. He 
runs through a series of familiars 
with only “Around the World” and 
“Love Letters in the Sand” (and 
that’s acutally an oldie) te repre- 
sent the current Hit Parade. Un- 
deniably, the songs are better than 
most of what's available at the mo- 
ment and they add a fine element 
of nostalgia. With a better overall 
act to frame his stuff, he could do 
nicely on the cafe circuit. 

Remainder of the show falls be- 
low the level of Statler offerings. 
Opener is Lloyd Lindroth, a harpist 
with a too-fixed smile and a line of 
patter that detracts from his okay 
string work. Best of his stint is 
some work with an Irish harp and 
the flashy utilization of phosphor- 
escent strings on one number. Also 
on the bill is the dance team of 
Victor Moreno and Rosalie who 
showcase badly. Choreography is 
stilted and they frequently appear 
clumsy in an assortment of lifts 
and spins. 

Eddie Bergman orch holds over 
again to provide a fine dance beat 
and back the show. ‘dyy 





Cork Club, Houston 
Houston, Aug. 9. 
Delores Perry, Jose Campean 
Orch (5) with Jackie Moore; no 
cover or minimum. 





Dolores Perry's operatie style 
brought a breath of fresh air to 
the local nitery scene with her 
opening at Cork Club, and though 
serious ality of her voice takes 
patrons by surprise, thrush’s im- 
pressive piping soon builds com- 
fortable balance of enthusiasm. 

With a fine, trained soprano 
voice, Miss Perry stays with the 
serious ballads, semi-classics, and 
arias. “I Love You” is a sweet- 
toned opener, segued by “Love Is 
Where You Find It,” and “My 
Guitar,” all good for enthusiastic 
palming. Sunny floor manners 
make her a double winner. 

“I Could Have Danced Al! Night” 
and “Granada” also click with solid 
climax in an area from Puccini's 
“Madame Butterfly.” 

Peter Wood follows Aug. 18. 

Burt. 





Thanderbird, Las Vegas 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Snooky: Lanson filled in for his 
“Hit Parade” teammate when Dor- 
othy Collins had to ankle the Thun- 
derbird show four days early. This 
was Lanson’s Vegas debut, and his 
performance definitely put him in 
the hit class, which will no doubt 
pave the way for future Strip dates. 

With his w:k. warm southern- 
gentleman charm, Langon socked 
across 13 songs ,including “It All 
Depends on You,” “Come Rain or 
Come Shine,” “My Funny Valen- 
tine,” “One For My Baby,” and a 
medley of “Hit Parade” faves. 

Ronnie Eastman, the brilliant 
pantomimist who does his socko 
act-as an “electronic comedian” 
because of his complicated system 
of cutting in and out of celeb re- 
cordings, was held over, but 
changed his act almost completely. 
Both Lanson and Eastman are re- 
warded with warm mitting. 

Production numbers are reprised 
intact, and are capably backed by 
the Al Jahns orch (12) which neat- 
ly ties show together. Duke, 


Ctro’s, Hollywood 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Herb Jeffries, Mac Niles & His 
Calypsons (5), Felix & His Mar- 
tiniques (4); $2 cover. 





Ciro’s returns to a name attrac- 
tion policy with this layout but it 
won't be Herb Jeffries’ fault if 
there isn’t much ringside action. 
Room hasn’t played names in some 


jtime. Sudden booking of Jeffries 
hasn't been heavily exploited 
enough. 


From a performance standpoint, 
Jefferies, as usual, is doing a good 
job. His 30-minute stint is a fine 
blend of ballads and uptempo ma- 
terial, sold with an easy style that 
registers strongly. Vocally, of 
course, he’s one of the stalwarts on 
the cafe beat and easily holds an 
audience through a skilfully paced 
stint that ranges from tunes like 
“Basin Street” or “Jump for Joy” 
to a medley of “More Than You 
Know,” “Ghost of a Chance” and 
“Body ard Soul.” He's got a fine 
audience gimmick in his peram- 
bulating peddling of “I’m in the 
Mood for Love” in which he in- 
veigles ringsiders to sing the title 
line. Finale, of course, is his trade- 
marked “Flamingo.” 

Jeffries is preceded by Mac Niles 
and his Calypso group, who alse 
alternate during the evening with 
Felix and his Martiniques. They're 
about the last defenders of a dying 
fad on the Strip, but they do a 
good job, utilizing all the familiar 
Trinidad tonalities and occasion- 
ally incorporating the steel drums 
for added emphasis. At 22 min- 
utes, however, they’re on too long 
for show purposhes and at least 
one of their numbers could os cut. 

ap. 


Eddys’, K. C. 
Kansas City, Aug. 9. 
The Hilltoppers (4), Del Ray, 
Tony DiPardo Orch (8); $1, $1.50 
cover. 


Another of the pop singing 
groups, the Hiiltoppers, is holding 
forth in the Eddy Restaurant for 
the fortnight and giving a good 
account of itself. ee re 
is the first in the Eddy s and 
the first in town in more than twe 
years. They are teamed with magico 
Del Ray, whose minutes of 
sleight of hand, gadgetry and tricks 
lead off the show acceptably. 
Musical formula of the Hilltop- 
pers centers around Jimmy Sacca 
as lead singer with Don 
bass, Eddie Crowe, baritone, and 





Seymour Spiegelman, tenor, in 
background and support. 
They reel off line of numbers 


largely taken from their list of Dot 
pom ot na includ their _ hits, 
“P.S., I Love You,” “To Be Alone” 
and “Falling Star.” They also wrap 
up “I've Got the World on a 
String,” “Till Then,” “Until the 
Real Thing Comes Along,” “You're 
Wasting Your Time,” e” 
and “I Must Be Dreaming.” 

Midway there is an in for 
Eddie Crowe to make like uis 


by 
Cagney, Gable, Cooper, Stewart, 
Sullivan and Liberace for moderate 
success. Foursome has its songs 
in top arrangements and are aptly 
done. " 
Next is comic Allan Drake and 
singer Teddie King to open Au. 
gust 23. Quin, 


Statler-Hilten, Dallas 
Dallas, 


Aug. 9. 

Eddie Peabody, Chuck Cabot 
Orch (9); $2-$2.50 cover. 

Eddie Peabody. keeps rollin 
along with banjo magic, ‘na 
ignores the past two decades in po 
tunes. At opening (8) in the 
Empire Room, the animated little 
guy bounced on and off a small 
stool, atop a specialy-built “Pea- 

reh” and, with the raised 
dance floor, he was visible and 
audible two blocks away with his 
frenetic plucking. 

After 36 years in show’ biz, he 
easily sizes his audience, and con- 
geals the conviviality with audience 
participation. Wild-haired, instru- 
mentalist plays only w.k. standards 
and evergreen pop tunes—adding 
a medley of sou faves, 
“Dixies,” “Eyes of Texas,” etc. He 
varies his new ba by using 
a violin mute to en the sound, 
and utilizes his new “banjoline, 
with amplifier, for en Hawaiian 
medley. He keeps a fresh line of 
chatter, between tunes, with his 
auditors and gets off a slick 40- 
minute shew. 

Chuck Cabot’s orch lends able 
assist to the soloist and the 
leather pushers for Ss. 

Act ds Aug. 21; bill of 
Eileen Rodgers ‘essor 
Backwards opens Aug. 22 for two 








weeks, 


ceGuire, - 
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Conrad Hilten, Chi 

Chicago, Aug. 5. 
“Ice Review Spectacular” with 
slen & Colleen, Miss Lucille, Jo 
Ann McGowan, Ros! Pettinger, Bill 
Christopher, Gil Shepard & De 
Soto Sisters (2), Gibben & Koth- 
man, Fred Napier, Norman Crider, 
Boulevar-Dears (6) & Boulevar- 
Dons (6), Tune Tattlers (4), Char- 
lie Fisk Orch (10); $2 cover ($2.50) 


Sat./. | 








After a month’s layoff, another 


of -Cowboy.” 


audience participation bit going to 
the front tables and dancing with 
ringsiders, finally getting one onto 
| jitterbugging. 


of Fontaine, who has appeared 


Read or Write,” “Gimme Some 
Good Whiskey” and a “New Kind 
He does show over 
for a late arrival, and offers an 


the stage where they do a bit of 
Outstanding dancing and vocals 





here before, also win him plenty of | 
applause as he mainsprings pro- | 


duction numbers working with the | 


ice show has come into the Boule- Harlemettes and three boys who | 


vard Room, this time with a less| 
strained and pretentious script} 
than the previous, and with fewer | 
mechanical contrivances and props. | 
Present edition is a set of well- | 
worked. out routines that segue! 
neatly into each other thanks to| 
the classy work of the cast and 
production staff. The current pro- 
duction, built around a hobo 
theme, doesn’t show all the ear-| 
marks of. financial expenditure | 
seen in previous shows but rates a 
notch or two above its recent pred- | 
ecessors in overall effect. 

Three settings for the assorted 
acts, hobo jungle, Bahaman and 
New Orleans, are created out of 
the costuming, story and music. 
For the first scene Fred Napier and 
the Boulevar-Dons cavort on the 
ice in patches and toppers. Napier 
then does a duo with a newcomer 
to the Boulevard Room, Rosl Pet- 
tinger, in which the flavor of Pier- 
rot and Columbine cgmes across 
nicely. Acrobatic clowning on ice 
skates follows that and _ scores 
heavily for Gibben and Kothman. 
Like the rest of the choreography 
this turn uses the full possibilities 
of skating performers for story 
value, 

Miss Lucille is this show’s mag- 
ico. The attractive blonde works 
with an assortment of birds and an 
ice skating pup that appear and 
disappear before the house. A well 
handled turn. 

Rusl Pettinger’s “Cuba Ooba” 
routine follows as a smooth bit of 
blade work, and a familiar face 
here, Jo Ann McGowan, gives her 
usual spectacular exhibit of spins 
and splits on skates. 

A calypso medley rendered by a 
bell-ringing trio, Gil Shepard and 
the twe De Soto sisters, rates a 
heavy-hand. Trio pantos in drama- 
tic and amusing bits which add 
considerably to the act. 


To the Dixieland music and | ad 


blues, various members of the cast 
get to strut more stuff. Standout 
is an adagio routine here by Glen 
& Colleen. The close-meshed inte- 
gration of arms, legs and steel 
blades adds suspense to a spec- 
tacular turn. 

As usual one number is given 
over -to § 1 lighting effects. 
The finale is rendered under black 
lights with only hats and instru- 
ments in the hands of the whole 
cast luminous. . 

All-acts received strong support 
from. the Boulevar-Dears and 
Boulevar-Dons. Choreo and stag- 
ing by Bob Frellson is imaginative 
and varied. The Charlie Fisk orch, 
recently imported from the Palmer 
House, fits in fine with the plush 
room .and the vocals supplied by 
the Tune Tattlers who come 
through well. 

Show runs 55 minutes and is ex- 
pected to run about three — 


Club Harlem. A. C. 
Atlantic City, July 26. 
Timmie Rogers Show and Billy 
Williams Quartet; Timmie Rogers, 
Kim Karter, Cook & Brown, Gor- 
don, Lon Bibeau Fontaine, Bill 
Graves’ Harlemettes (10), Johnny 





Lynch’s Band (12); $1.25 admis- is 
. pleasant and Johnny 
sion, $2.50 weekends. Vv nice ment. ‘show 
The Timmie Rogers Show, “No oe héadiice ie an enty 
Time for Squares,” with name acts | September. f. 
—this week it’s the Billy Williams 
Quartet—is nightly packing .Club 
Harlem, mid-city sepia spot, Turn- Red N. Y. 


away business is routine as the 
big. weekend crowds pack the re- 
sort. 

Rogers, who produces and wrote 
the music for the show, with Lou 
Bibeau Fontaine the staging and 
directing, comes up with a vane d 
moving, well-meshed and beauti- 
fully costumed production which 
keeps the 600 customers with him 
for the two hours it runs. 
yell for more as the final girl on 
the line kicks off. 

Under policy adopted last year 


by Ben Alten and Cliff Williams, | , 


Harlem operators, and Jack South- 
ern, its manager, name acts come 
in to back up Rogers. Arthur Lee 
Simpkins follows. The Williams 
Quartet is worked nicely into the 
show. 

In “No Time for Squares,” the 
work of Rogers is outstanding as 
he gets things underway, color- 
fully garbed ir coral coat, black 
Bermudas and strawhat, with 


“Haven't Got nm Opening Song.” | tun 


Producer later wows with “Better 





Than Ever Before,” “Couldn't! — 





| You Gonna Do,” and Kim Karter's 


made more effective as special de- 
|vice throws hundreds of soap bub- 
bles among and over principals. 


and beautifully garbed, wins plen- 
|ty of mitting with her “From This 


They |g 


k up the line. Best is West) 
Indies bit with Fontaine’s “What. 


“Got Something You Want.” Bit is 


Miss Karter, vocalist, a looker 


Moment On,” “Good For Nothing 
” and “Gonna Live.” 

Flash Gordon proves that she 
has forgot nothing but learned 
more as she does her strip bit. 
Passes bills to men at near tables, 
and then tries to lure one of them 
onstage after paring down and do- 
ing series of luring bumps & 
grinds. Shouts “Chicken” when he 
refuses invitation. Gets good 
mitting. 

Cook & Brown please with their 
dancing and patter. Nick Nichols 
leaves band for mike and neat sax 
solo. Harlemettes with three boys 
outstanding in their dances give 
show real lift. 

Billy Williams Quartet takes 
over near conclusion of “Squares” 
and lives up to and past its repu- 
tation as one of the country’s out- 
standing vocal units. Williams is 
a congenial and gracious entertain- 
er who leads the quartet through 
such numbers as “Up 


Believe,” among 
ence into act with “I'm Gonna Sit 
Right- Down and Write Myself a 
Letter” as -out bit. Takes 
bows but won’t give with more de- 
spite pleas of audience, Walk 





“ ‘essor”’ — “ of this swankery humming, 
world’s foremost,” does ryan Mev thanks to draw values of Marie 
hour that has audiences|McDonald, making her first foray | ™aen 
stand line to get into this| #!0ns the circuit here. 
pemnnar stro. piace wg? mg A of the well- 

Corey, tsed and slov-|P" onde "Ss cus- 
enly, shuffles onstage with a five- ate Begee bee ae which she 
minute silent y| handles a smartly tailored act de- 
breaks into his own odd, cracked | Signed by | accompan ger- 
voice and gives a on Shake-| Conductor Hal Borne; he has ap- 

peare—with Brooklynese interpol-| Binoy “vocal, feck, in blag Me- 
intimate pe at this/ Donald. Result is a pleasing 
‘ stint which contains eye and ear 
‘s is excellent, his|appeal. Smartly a 
of the is fled, Miss McDonald eschews 
and he’s also adept at bbing | any heavy workover of “the Body” 
hecklers back label, concentrating instead on 


pong dn toe highbrow bi 
are é; 

bs but c " 
their own 


uses her strong voice for 
wonde: contrast men's 
voices, 





Othella Dallas, Joe Zeihi Trio; 
$3.50 minimum. 
upon a 


Freddy Jacobs has hit 
summer in this 


successful 
intimerie with a one-act bill of 
name or semi-name proportions. 
Newcomer here is Othella Dallas 
who has been around for a while 
following a sojourn in France 
he has onto a warm and 
insinuating style that’s ideally 
suited for the small rooms and can 
be easily adaptable for the larger 


Negro singer works in several 
es with one of her more 

colorful tunes being in the Latin 

idiom. At the same 

a 


time, there's 
her numbers which spices 
considerably 





of sex in all 
tunes 


up her 
has “a 
cata that encompasses special 
ma as well as excellently 
tailored Continental and standard 


ee 





Flaminge, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 9. 

Ritz Bros., Gogi Grant, Don 
Kirk, Kay Tapscott, Flamingoettes | 
(8), Lou Basil Orch (13); musical 
arrangements by Ivan Lane; pro- 


New 


Acts 








duced & directed by Hal Belfer; 


$3 minimum. JUDY SCOTT 


Songs 
22 Mins. 
Adolphus Hotel, Dallas 

Judy Scott, 19-year-old protege 
of Jerry Lewis, is a fine songstress 
but she misses as a headline act. 
where she’s now billed at the plush 
Century Room for two weeks. 
Pretty brunette captured the open- 





One of the fastest moving acts 
ever to hit the Strip is churning 
up the Flamingo Room, The Ritz 
Bros. are breaking in new mate- 
rial, and it’s top yock-bait to add 
to their zany repertoire. Big la s 
are poured on their topical skits, 


ke. La Noth oti, COP ng patrons, ut her short tin 12 
“Gunfight at OK Corral, and minutes) isn't enough for this top 


spot and her eight songs are no- 
tably of the same genre. 

She's a great potential, but she 
ran out of gas in her abbreviated 
show. Canary needs a larger rep- 


“Vitality,” wherein the boys jump 
on the calypso cycle. Harry’s mag- 
nificent mugging and leers at ring- 
siding cuties blends with the 
dandy irreverence of Al & Jimmy ' - : 
to keep the vet trio one of the ertoire, some conversational devi- 
funniest in show biz. They toss | ation—comic or else—to hold the 
nostalgia into their softshoe rou- auditors. And she should vary her 
tine, and their song lyrics get) menu with a novelty of offbcat 
lofty acceptance. The Flamingo is melodies. Bark, 
fortunate in that the Ritz Bros. will | _— 
pull in the players. ; PETE PEDERSEN 

Gogi Grant's distinctive chirp-| Harmonica : 
ing gives a good balance to the | Monteleone Hotel, N.O. 
Hal Belfer-megged show, which is| A former member of harmonica 
set for four weeks. Miss Grant | groups, Peter Pedersen is a pleas- 
gets a torrid reception with her| ant, talented and ingratiating per- 
offerings which include “I a former. A homespun type, Peder- 





Music,” “Without a Song, }sen combines comedy, material 
Can't Give You Anything But) with music. Musically, the mouth 
Love,” and her disclicks, “Sud-| organ takes on the aura of a con- 





es. 
Joe Zeihl Trio bockstops capably. 
_ ~ Jose. 


ets 


‘ne Gne 


denly There’s a Valley,” and “Way- 
ward Wind.” In a clever novelty 
number, she comparés the goofy 
songs of yesterday to those of to- 
day. 

Curtain raiser is a nifty “Yankee 
Doodle Dandy” number featuring 
Kay Tapscott & Don Kirk, a cou- 
ple of highly talented terpers. 
Kirk does a fine singing-dancing 
takeoff on George M. , and 
the Flamingoettes (8) add icing to 
the cake, Jou Basil orch (13), con- 
sistently one of the best show 
bands in town, backs the package 
with excellence. s 


Eden Roe, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Aug. 10. 
Marie MacDonald with al 
Borne, Don Tannen, Phil Lawrence 
& Mitzi, Henry Tobias, Mal Malkin 
Orch; $3.50 minimum, 


There's been a sag in late biz 
around the town’s bistros in recent 
midnights, but the = Pompeii 





catalog of pops, standard and mu- 
sicomedy excerpts. 

Her staging is a fluid one, the 
big items a “Round the World” 
concept allowing for ow of 

uistie talent and mike 
technique, that comes off 
an achievement in this big room 
in which her basically small, albeit 
melodic vocability is framed. Adds 
easy, knowing proach to the 
ringsiders to build rapport, with a 
tongue-in-cheek delivery of her 
intro-gab to garner herself hearty 
payoff that leads to encore seg- 
ment, _ 

Don Tannen clicks with his off- 
beat material. Teeoff routine, strip- 
ping a ventro’s dummy, is a fast 
warmer-u leading to lampoon- 

ontinental singers and 
build to yockfilled satire on a 
slightly confused ex-Nazi gauleiter 
turned night club emcee. Well- 
paced delivery and timing on the 
talk sequences add to steady reac- 
tion build. 

Phil Lawrence & Mitzi are a 
breezy duo of tapsters who revive 
the old vaude heel and toe pat- 
terns to. continuing mitt payoff. 
Henry Tobias emcees in okay style, 
With May Malkin and his crew 


.| rating bows for their showbacks. 


Due end of the week are Carmen 
Cavallaro, Helen Forrest and 
Augie & Margo. ‘ 


Belafonte’s 206 in K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 13. 
Over 6,000 Harry Belafonte fans 
turned out for a one-nighter last 
Saturday (10) in the Municipal 
Auditorium. 
Admission for “An Evening with 
Belafonte” was scaled at $5, $4 and 
$2, resulting in a 





toppin 
$20,000, great money for this type 
of attraction. 


Ba etagr jive 
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cert instrument in his hands. 


SOOCHA RENAY 


Songs 
15 Mins. 
El Merocco, Montreal 
Slyly. sexy, with McCoy conti- 


nental touch (born and reared in 
Vienna) is Soocha Renay, a tall, 
copper-topped looker with a creamy 
skin. Good figure is shown off well 
in a low-cut greenish-blue, floor- 
length sheath. She’s been singing 
three years on this continent, 
sometimes at the Czardas, N. Y. 

Miss Renay’s best-delivered song 
tells story of an Austrian gir!, with 
head kerchief—her only prop—who 
is gleefully “ruined on the Rhine” 
(“roughly translated” from a Ger- 
man spiel) and meets a similar 
happy fate in numerous other coun- 
tries. “This girl was roughly trans- 
lated all over Europe” is a well- 
,prepared yock. Another clever 
number is “International Rock ‘n’ 
Roll,” with lines like “Rock der 
,lieber Augustin” and a bit of hip 
swinging. Chinese and Russian 
versions of calypso go over well 
| too, with payoff to latter “Shut 
|your mouth, you son of a Harry 
Belafontevitch!” 

At one point she asks a ringside 
| femme may she borrow her escort 
|for a few minutes. When caught, 


While he has a leaning for the; the lady deadpanned sardonically, 
classical stuff, he can revert to the | “Help yourself!” Miss Renay did a 
blues, nostalgic tunes and pop stuff | fairly deft bit of wolf-resisting with 
with ease. Pedersen essays a wide |the cooperative customer, while 
variety of tunes in a session that | Singing “The Continental Touch.” 
ranges from Offenbach’s “Gaite | She also does “Around the World” 
Parisienne” to “St. Louis Blues” | Straight and effectively. 
in jazz and classical arrange-| With worn-out “Thank you, 
ments. Pedersen injects hymor- | ™usic lovers!" dropped, and cave 


tween tunes ina re-|0t to let her generally velvety 
oo Na gto A "tds } Fb | contralto get shrill, she could sell 
; her best material, with an added 


ndj force on avoirdupois. 


YP creo 


Beach Plaza Hotel, Revere, Mass. 
This 340-pound youngster, out 
for some time as a single on the 
Coast, but not yet documented 
in Variety, is a crew-cutted ver- 
sion of the hefty school of comics 
in the Leonard-Gleason physical 
style, and displays natural affinity 
for miming. From a show biz fam- 
ily (Boots & Barton, retired dance 
act) the 23-year-old fills the stage 
with himself and authority. His 
um opus is a boff pantomime 
of Anna Russell's intro of a guest 
artist befere a femme sesh in full 
regalia, wig, pince nez, boa and 
f cae Fag working with a tape 
g of the actual Russell bit. 
Timing, lip movements, gestures 
in this piece of business is slick. 
Opening with an r&b “Allright, 
Okay, You Win,” the strawhatted 
youngster gets off some sizzling 
one-liners and goes into a tour de 
Crossing to 
a screen, he muggs and gags it up 
while quick changing for the Rus- 
sell bit of 11 minutes; follows with 
neat softshoe and piping of “Ida” 
in nostalgic style for good effect; 
and knocks out some nicely etched 
carbons of Tallulah, Bette Davis, 
Greenstreet, Lorre and Jack E. 
Leonard. Windup is hilarious rib 
of weight control salons done to 
“All Depends On You.” 
His presence is smart, 
songs, dance and comedy fast- 
throughout with deft offbeat 
origination. Should rate sharp for 
niteries and shapes big ‘both wavs) 
for any sight medium. 


PEPE MILLER 
Record-Pante 
25 Mins. 


Murray Franklin’s, Miami Beach 

Recording-panto acts these days 
must have a superior quality and 
gimmicked tape arrangements to 
hit with any force on a cafe audi- 
ence. Pepe Miller, a suave look- 
ing Latino, has all the require- 
ments, plus a highly developed 
satirical flair which is very much 
a part of his workover of pop and 
classic artists. The manner in 
which he inserts offbeat bits key- 
notes his possibilities for smart 
intimeries looking for off-trail ma- 
terial. 

Utilizing theme from “Around 
The World” to background in in- 
enious fashion, he spoofs Eartha 
itt and opera singers among 
others to generate laughs, wigs and 
costume pieces adding to the im- 
pact of his performance. 

In this room, a haven for show- 
bizites as well as the smarter post- 
midnight crowds, he clicks on all 


a number of weeks by boniface 
Murray Franklin. Miller -has a 


for change of act whenever the 
Steadies ask for newies: 
stamping him a bet for those spois 


&\ which like to keep an act for a 


long stay on a patron-build angle. 
Lary. 





ju 


ia ire 


again ! 


Room in stride. mums ballad or two, in most class spots, 
Cc 
Comets FIVE DALLAS BOYS 


Songs 

14 Mins. 

| Empire, Glasgow 

| This quintet of youthful males 
jhas obvious potential for future. 
|Given more grooming, they are 
okay for general run of vauderies 
and radio, Main faulting is that, 
at show caught, orchestral backing 
resulted in words of their songs 
being largely inaudible. 

~ As is, the fivesome are lively 
group who give out in pop and 
rock tunes with lotsa attack and 
energy. Comedy strain is neatly 
interwoven, and garbing in black 
college-boy sweaters suits the mod- 
ern mood. Guys score with an 
item titled “Jukebox Saturday 
Night,” which includes travesties 
of the Platters, Elvis Presley, etc. 
Act's lighting could also be attend- 
ed to. Wind with “When Saints Go 
Marching In,” and exit to solid 
palming. Gord. 


JOHNNY TRUE TRIO 
With Ray Corre 
Jazz Skowexzse, San Francisco 
This young trio is fairly ephe- 
meral, so cool that they may blow 
away. Leader True seems to have 
a nice touch on piano, and his elec- 
trie guitar and bass are both pleas- 
a Meer pw but the group as a 
whole still appears to be seekin 
|a definite style. . 
With vocalist Ray Corre, just the 
reverse is the case. Corre basically 
has a good voice—and strong 
not to need a mike—but 
he’s picked up a lot of mannerisms 
from Sinatra and Como that look 
ridiculous. Corre’s wise to stick 
to standards, such as “Foggy Day 
in London Town,” “I Get a Kick 
Out of You,” “Birth of the Blues,” 
until he develops his own style. 
Same applies to the trio, whose 
best effort probably is “Let's Get 
Away from It All.” Stef. 


R ’n’ R Package 
== Continued from page 33 See 


that market. 
grosses, for example, came to 
$140,000 in the first two weeks of 
its run. U. S. names have always 
done well on this continent. In 
| the days of the big casinos, when 
| gambling was a major lure, major 
|mame talent played many of the 
| theatres in South America. Since 
| then, there have been some name 
| bookings, but act exports from the 











|U. S. were very much on the ge- 
| cline until records paved the way 


for the resumption of major book- 


points and has been held over ‘or | ings in South America. 


‘ 


State, Hartford, on Vaude 


large book of routines, allowing | 


The State Theatre, Hartford, is 
again planning weekend shows in 
which names as well as rock 'n' roll 


| troupes will be used. 


A layout is already set for Sept. 
21 and, 22 with ay,'n’ © cast. 


The Platters-Taylor .- 


fic 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 14 


Numerals in connection with bills below Indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO) (S) Stoll) (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 








Debonairs wy Barn 
NEW YORK CITY Gillian Grey Teng 
Music Hall (P) 15 { Mario Alverez Simon ees Sop hie Parker 
Rocketles Enrique Montoya Chic Jame Zeb Carver 
Conrad Ludlow Virginia Mor nm Syncopated Waters | Ed Smith 
Wes Harrison ancy Lee Parker | Jo Lombardi Ore Jodie Carver 
George Carl Manuel Del Tora Harlowe Orc Joel Shaw Ore 
Roxy (15) Skating Squires Park Sheraton Villege Vanguard 
“Fiesta at Roxy” peavemee A A Sack Mitte Tris 
aria Antinea OX, ire 
i voor iy — Teel bee 
a Dimitri aldorf-Astoria 
corse Ernest Schoen Ore | Sarah Vaugh 
nest oen Sara’ aughan 
pa povnns Bianiette Sres. Harold Sandler Haitian Ders 
ive ) 08 a abai Ore 
Archie Robbins Medlock = Marlowe Peal Maan Bela Ba ° 
Marge (Z Bomb) Balladin: 
Singing Boys of Billy 8 
Mexico Darryl Stewart CHICAGO 
2 Earls O’Connor Black Orchid Glenn & Colleen 
Christine & Moll Edit Juhasz Larry Storch Miss Lucille 
Lebrac & Bernice Alwyn Leckie Abbey Lincoln Jo Ann McGowan 
Bobby Gonzales Rae Morgan Ocie Smith Ros Pettinger 
Delicados amela Godso Blue Angel | Bill Christopher 
Williams & Shand Olivia Dale “Calypso Fiesta” Gil Shepard & De 
Buster Fiddese Dancing Boys Princess Abilia & Soto Sisters (2) 
Brenda Kowe HONG King Christian Paul Gibbon & 
Frank Ward Empire (T) 12 Lord Ra foot Sully Kothman 
Della Vance Katherine Dunham | Lord Caly Fred Napler 
Dionne Vail - Prince Pablo, Lady | Norman Crider 
SYDNEY Rite Cabaret 12 Melena Lady | Tune Tattlers (4) 
Tivoll (T) 12 Darvas & Julia Blane Charlie Fisk Ore 
Johnny Lockwood BANGKOK Roger” McCall S of Hern 
Bobby Limb Oasis Cabaret (T) 12. Al D aaee . Bob Gibson 
Dawn Lake Banks & Memuth Jo Mapes 
Robby “lacket™ os Fees Bemiies 
armen McRae (3) ouse 
BRITAIN Paree Errol faseet Trio 
Sammy Davis Jr. Eddie gins (3) 
ASTON Roshetin 9 Will Mastin Trio Mister Kelty's 
Hippedrome (1) 12 | Arthur Worsley Luis Gomez & Jackie Cain & 
Due Duvelle Greces Beatrice Roy Kral 
Kirby & Raymond Betty Driver Chez Adorables (6)| Maya Angelou 
Curzon Duo Archie Glen Ted Fio Rito Ore 13| Shelley Berman 
Peter Raynor M & B West Cloister Inn Marty Rubenstein 3 
Wilde Peter Lewis Trio Palmer House 
Kari Kari Sis LIVERPOOL Loren “Alcnsnarin | Wiidegsrde 
yon Gino (Mi onrad Hilton | Mattison Trio 
Denise Vane Charles McDevitt “Ice Review Spec” Ben Arden Orch 
Southlanders Nancy Whiske 
BLACKPOOL ke & Kovac 
Paiece (1) 12 Ted Lune Los ANGELES 
Hylda Baker Terry Dene 
Tanner Sis Dickie Dawson 8. Gray's Band Box Intertude 
Odette Crystal Darly’s Billy Gray Bobby Short 
ie ie osteo & Partner Diamond Chamber Jazz Sex’t. 
Mitchell Singers E & J Webster Carol Shannon =he | 
gmpere Eres. On Bert Gordon John Carroll 


Janet Gray 
»Martin Granger Ceo. 
Beliana Ivanko 4 

Joan Davis Co. 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 12 


Recklin & Inge 
BRADFORD 
Alhembre (M) 
Ronnie Carroll 
Kidd & June 


Linda & Constant 
Pat Hatton & Pessy 
Bobby Thompson 
Campbell & Koger- 


aon 
BRIGHTON 
Hip reme (M) 
Winttred Atwell 
David Nixon 
Alleen Cochrane 
Rea Varney 
R & ! Jover 
Malta . Fernandos 


Do 
Mitchell Singers 
Belles & Beaux 
COVENTRY 
Hippodrome (1) 12 
Hughie Green 
Pat Rosa 
Nelson Lioyd 
Flack & Mills 
Mary Naylor 
Bill Waddington 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (mM) 12 
Hal Monty 
Michael Holliday 


Averil & Aurel 
Eleanor Gunter 
Falcons 


Donald B. Stuart 
Rossetto & Gaston 
scow 


Empire (M) 12 


Me! Torme 
McKinnon Sis 
Desmond & Marks 
Mandos Sis 


Mumford’s Puppets 
George Braund 


Miki & Griff 

Shipway 2 
HANLEY 
Royal (mM) 12 

Lee Lawrence 


Miles 2 

Dany Ray 

Winters & Fielding 
Terry Seanlon 


Jack Beckitt 

Max Geldray 

Marcies 

Juggling Brauns 
t 


Empire (Mm) 12 
Issy Bonn 














Jimmy Gay 
— Stanford 


ry 
Erie 


er Grp 


Sheila Armstrong 








Cabaret Bills 


3 

Saunders s Miller 
Enric Cug. 
Noel Bo 


Bal-Taberin 
ce 


m Arden 
Carlton Hayes Ore 


nes 
“Pajama Game” 


Garwood Van Ore 


El Cortez 
“Rhythm on_ Ice” 
George Arnold 
The Gaylords 
Buster Hallett Ore 
Ft + a Veges 

Lewis 
Aeberia Sherwood 
Nejla Ates 
Molnar Dancers 
Dick Rice Orch 

Flaminge 
Ritz Bros. 

Gogi Grant 
Flamingoettes 
Lou Basil Orch 
Fremont Hotel 
Tune Jesters 
Jo Ann Castle 
Stardusters 











NEW YORK CITY 


Bon Solr Tony Starman 
Anne Russell Michael Durse Ore 
Charles Manna frank Marti Ore 
Anita Ellis Noe 1 Fifth Ave 
Three flames Peggy Ann Watson 
Bruce Kirby Bob Downey 

Bive Angel Harold Fonville 

C. Jones Hotei Ambassador 
Carol Burnett Chauncey Gray Ore 
Mae Barnes Jani Sarkozi 
Jimmy Lyon 3 Gypsies 
Bart Howard Quintero Rhumbas 
Bob Ritterbush Pierre 

Casanova Stanley Melba Ore 
Jacques Zarow Alan an Ore 
Alex Alstone Joseph y 

Choteau Madrid Hotei Roosevelt 
Helene Aimee Eddie Lane Ore 
Mari Ann Hote) Taft 
Panchito Ore Vincent Lopez 
Seccares Ore Milt Shaw Ore 

Copacabana Ray Bari Ore 
Don Cornell Latin Quarter 
Larry Daniecis Jack ant 
Coronados Szonys 
Tom Rockford George Matson 
Mari Anr Cooper Molider Trio 





Bob & Syivia 


Riviera 
George Gobel 
DeCastro §sters 
Novelited 
Ray Sinatra Orch 


Americana 
Diahann Carroll 
Billy Vine 
Martha Ann Bentley 
Hal Loman & His 

Playmates 
Jackie Heller 
Lee Martin Ore 
Maya rel 


Balm 
Billy Mitchell 
s Ke Ore 
Tana Lenn 

Di Lido 
Mandy Campo Ore 
Othella Dallas 


oC 
Carman Cavallaro 





Helen Forrest 
Johnny Costa Trio 

















Frankie Sands Trio 
Paul Hebert Orc 


= Grove Meulin Rouse 
M& «) champion Jerry Colenna 
Bob Di Statier Hotel 
F, Martin" Ore Babbitt 
Lleyd Lindroth 
Dave Brubeck We erene &Rosalie 
Mert Sahl E4. Bergman Ore 
RENO 
Herolds Skylets 
ieGmers E4@ Fitzpatrick Ore 
Phyilis Inez New Gelden 
4 
ne Ast Engler 
Hank Penny 


Penthouse 4 


a Riverside 
Lit St. Cyr Lewis 
Rowan & Martin tarlets 
Little Buck Bil) Clifford Ore 

LAKE 1AHOE 


Dick Kerr 
Barbara McNair 


Happy Jesters Del Courtney Ore 
A ntals 
Characters oe _Sountry 
Cal 
Sophie Tucker Sons Bt a 
Matty Malneck Orc | Buddy Greco 
Harrah's Dennis & Rugg 
Lancers G r 
LAS VEGAS 
Desert ton Reyal Nevads 
Gordon MacRae Russ Morgan Ore 
Rudy Cardenas Sonny Howard 
Gina Genardi Sahara 
Art Johnson Betty Hutton 
Den: Amin_ Bros. 


Shaw-Hitchcock 
De 


rs. 

Cee Davidson Ore 

Mary Kaye Trio 
Sands 


Marguerite Piazza 

Davis & Reese 

Copa Girls 

Antonio Morelli Ore 
Showboat 


Benito Moreno 
Taffy O'Neil 
Garr Nelson 


Norman Erskine 
Caprice 
Barbary Coast Boys 
poe Cavanaugh 
r aye 
Mac Wenphice 
Slippscese 
rettes 
Geor Redman Orch 
Thunderbird 
Four ate 
Jay Nemet 
ill Wells & 
Four Fays 
Rex Johnson 
Thunderbird Dncrs 
Al Jahns Orch 
ropicana 
Carol Channing 
Elaine Dunn 
Judy Logan 
Norvas Singers 
Jack Costanza 
Nat Brandywynne 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


mal Malkin Ore 
Chico Cuban Boys 
Fontainebleau 
Johnny Puleo 
Harmonica Rascals 
Johnny Mathis 
Augie & Margo 
Stuart Ore 
casas Orc 
Pupi Campo Orc 
Natali-Fields Trio 
ondon Towne 
Arthur Blake 
Weela_ Gallez 
Jean Tourigny 
Lucerne 
Havana Mardi Gras 
Diosa Costello 
Milos Velarde 
Don Cygne 
Tonia Flor 
Tony & Francella 
Juan Romero 


| David Tyler Gre Terry ove 


Luis Varona Murri Ruth 
Murray Frenktin’s Tommy Ryan 
Steve Murray Johnny Siivers Ore 
Joe Mayer Trio Rey mbo 

| Dick Haviland Saxony 


| Murray Franklin 


lSue Lawton Al Stuart Archette | 
Eddie Bernard Jimmy Grippo 
autilus red Thompson 
Hal Fisher Tommy Angel 
Phyllis Arnold Vagabonds 
Mario & Tonia Vagabonds (4) 
Syd Stanley Ore Micki Marlo 
Seville Dunhills (3) 
Dunhills Frank Linale Orr 
i 
HAVANA 
Montmartre Gloria & Rolando 


Sonia Calero 
Victor Alverez 


Raul Mesa 
Raquel Barisba 


Ivette De La Fuente | Dulzaides Singe: 

Ceasiens [ove Ortega Orc 

Gladys Bocay 

; Guzman Singers Tropicana 

yFajardo Orc Luis Garcia 
Nacional Alberto Rochi 

Lois O’Brien Matzuko Miguel 


Gladys & Freddy 
Riveros 

Dominiqu 

Tropicana Ballet 

S Suare: Org 

A Romeuw Org 


Martha Phillips 
Ray Carson 
Dancing Waters 
W. Reyes Ore 
Sans Souci 
Claire Hogan 











House Reviews 











| Alhambra, Glasgow 

| Glasgow, Aug. 13. 

| Jimmy Logan, Stanley Baxter, 
David Hughes, Fay Lenore, Gil 
Johnson, Sheila O’Neill, Malcolm 
Clare Dancers (10), Geo. Mitchell 
Singers (8), Raymond Agoult Orch. 





| 
| Jimmy Logan, fave Scot com- 
jedian, is maturing rapidly into a 
| top-grade comedian with lotsa po- 
| tential, and merits immediate U.S. 
attention. He has the charm of 
a Jack Buchanan added to youth 
and freshness, plus warm style of 
comedy. Scores in a boy-and-girl 
how scene with dancer Sheila 
O'Neill, item demanding artistry 
and stage mechanics, and pointer 
to Logan’s usefulness in musical 
comedy. 

Stanley Baxter scores with local- 
flavored comedy, caricaturing the 
| Glasgow accent considerably. He 
| is best in a juve delinquents sketch 
| with Logan and John Mulvaney, a 
pop’eyed artiste with laugh-rous- 
ing power. 

David Hughes garners solid mitt- 
|ing for stylish song act. Gil John- 
son, U.S. dancer, is nimble-footed 
performer earning high position on 
mitt-meter in a fast “Bolero” item, 
| with Judy Mant and the dancing 
ensemble. Fay Lenore is attrac- 
tive and versatille soubrette, and 
Sheila O'Neill pleases as talented 
dancer. The Malcolm Clare Dan- 
cers and Geo. Mitchell Singers 
give fine backing. Raymond 
Agoult wields baton for Geraldo 
orch, and entire layout, well in the 
quality class, is energetically staged 
by Dick Hurran, London producer. 
Show has strong appeal to many 
American tourists currently visiting 


| this area. Gord. 





Hippodrome, Londen 

London, Aug. 6. 
Charlie Gracie, Fredye Marshall 
(with John Constable), Jack Rad- 
| cliffe (with Helen Norman & Billy 
Russell, The Three Edwards Bros., 
| Janik & Arnaut, Duncan’s Collies 
| (3), Reg Radcliffe, Reg Cole Orch. 





On the strength of a couple of 
|hit records, 2l-year old Charlie 
| Gracie gets headline status in this 
| West End vaude line-up and it’s 
}evident from the reaction that the 
| teenagers in the gallery are hep to 
|his background, while the more 
| staid occupants of the orchestra 
| stalls start off by being less en- 
| thusiastic. After an exuberant and 
snappy half-hour show, some of the 
|oldsters are won over by the rhyth- 
| mie beat that’s a feature of his act, 
| while the enthusiasm of the young- 
| sters continues to mount. 
| Self-accompanied on an electric 
guitar, which he plays with the 
maximum of energy to achieve 
|maximum rhythmic effect, Gracie 
has a style which compels atten- 
tion. His three noted hits, “Butter- 
| fly,” “99 Ways” and “Fabulous,” 
are saved to the and and give the 
| show a sock closure, but some of 
| his earlier entries are also lively 
j}enough to stimulate audience ex- 
| citement and to evoke spontaneous 
|handeclapping accompaniment. The 
emphasis, natch, is on rock 'n’ roll, 
and a slight switch in style is 
jachieved with his lively guitar 
| boogie. In one particular, the 
|youthful headliner deserves spe- 
|cial kudos: he goes straight into 
his act without wasting his limited 
time on unnecessary gab. 
| Because she objected to taking 
|}second billing to Gracie, Dorothy 
| Squires ankled the cast and was 
replaced a few days before opening 
|by Fredye Marshall, the Negro 
| songstress from “Porgy and Bess.” 
That turned out to be a fine break 
|for Miss Marshall, who emerges 
as easily the most polished per- 
| former in the bill, with a reception 
|that put her into the begoff cate- 
|gory. Her first three songs, taken 
‘from “Carmen Jones,” “Carousel” 





| forming before a few hundred pay- 











Unit Reviews 





Ak-Sar-Ben Revue 
(AK-SAR-BEN FIELD, OMAHA) 

Omaha, Aug. 7. 
& Co. (4), Dick Con- 
tino Orch (14), with Candy Ander- 
son, Vernon Bumpy & Co. (8), 
Herbie Sells; At Ak-Sar-Ben Field, 
Aug. 6-7, °57 


Ben Blue 





Folies Striptease 
(EMPIRE, GLASGOW) 
Glasgow, Aug. 10. 

Paul Raymond presentation for 
Nassau Productions Ltd., with Har- 
ry Bailey, George Meaton, Rhoda 
Rogers, Dallas Boys (5), Ron Dik 
lon, Bob Grey, Nat Willis, Jean 
Raymond’s Folies Girls (8), The 
Folies Nudes (4), Joe Baldwin: 





Ben Blue, who has spent all his 


43 years in show biz as a vaude | 


and nitery comic, did something | 
new by headlining the fourth show 
of the season for members of the | 
Omaha civic org Ak-Sar-Ben. The | 


balding Biue, accustomed to per | 


ees at the most, was asked to de- | 
liver belly laughs from a pair od 


| crowds that totalled 10,000—and he 


definitely delivered. 

Blue worked 50 minutes both 
nights, being on stage all the time 
except for a costume-change while 
his comely foil, Anne Mason, belted 
out a pair of tunes. He opened 
with some slick patter and then 
brought on screwball stooge, Sam- 
my Wolf, for impersonations of the 
Ink Spots, Liberace and Johnny 
Ray while Blue straighted. A 
strut dance by Blue was followed 
by Miss Mason's stint, then Blue 
eame back for his park scene with 
the bumble bee. Wolf, Miss Mason 
and Dick Burney coming up with 
topflight assists. Blue’s Chandu 
the Magician was used for the fi- 
nale and sent him off to an ova- 
tion. 

Top billed was Dick Contino, 
who had the difficult task of fol- 
lowing Blue. The youthful accor- 
dionist did a yeoman’s job and held 
the aud well, altho his vocals and 
patter left much to be desired. 
Contino is superb on the piano and 
his squeezebox and should stick to 
those. 

Herbie Sells handled emcee 
chores ably but was only so-so 
in his impresh inning. However, 
in fairness, it should be added that 
he was fighting a losing battle 
with the orch. Sells’ top efforts 
were in mimicking Jack Benny, 
Dennis Day and Jerry Lewis. 

Giving the revue a rousing open- 
ing was the outstanding Vernon 
Bumpy & Ce., one of the best kid 
acro acts in the biz. First pop 
Verngn brings on his four lads, 
ranging from 14 to eight, for 
stunts, then come out the girls, 
six and three. Even the mother 
makes an appearance at the close. 

The band was billed as the Dick 
Contine orch. Although its been 
on the road with him for about 
four months, it still: muffed his 
own accordion numbers to say 
nothing of what it did to the other 
acts. If the agency is hoping to 
revive the band biz, it should do 
better than just grab a bunch of 
local musicians and give them a 
name leader. 

The show's s.a. was afforded by 
band singer Candy Anderson, a 
looker with fair ability, and Blue’s 
Miss Mason, who unveiled a good 
voice as well as some gorgeous 
gams, 

Ak-Sar-Ben’s fifth free show for 
its 21,000 members is slated Aug. 
27-29, with the Barnes & Carru- 
thers office of Chicago furnishing 
one of their fair troupes. 


Orch, 





This layout achieves its b.o. aim 
with accent on nudes, glamor, 
|danee scenas and novelty, but 
doesn’t set its quality very high. 
As is, however, revue, touring un- 
til October, appears to satisfy the 
outfronters, a generous sprinkling 
of these being males in for curios- 
ity interest. 

The striptease of title is a minie 
mum quantity, being mainly supe 
plied by redhead Rhoda Rogers in 
a “Pink Champagne” scene, backed 
by the Folies Girls,and the nudes 
in stationary pose, as per statutory 
regulations here. Another scene 
features Top Town Nudes, with 
each nude representing a_ dif- 
ferent English city and compere 
Bob Gray narrating double-mean- 
ing commentary in questionable 
taste. 

George Meaton, impressionist, is 
best vaude artiste on layout, scor- 
ing with sound effects from his 
mouth of express trains and planes 
unloading bombs on German dams. 
Ron Dillon, in song and dance, and 
Nat Willis, in a piano act, are 
merely adequate. 

Two Rexanos, mixed duo, win 
strong mitting for humorous acro- 
batics with chair and tables. The 
Five Dallas Boys are promising 
act with generous quota of modern 
harmony. 

Harry Bailey, Irish comedian, 
leads the fun department with a 
breezy Emerald Isle charm, and 
has right air of sauciness for this 
type of roadshow. Joe Baldwin ba- 
tons the resident house orch. 

Gord. 


Whirl of 1957 

(GAIETY THEATRE, AYR) 

Ayr, Scotland, Aug. 6. 
Jack Milroy, Margo Henderson 
& Sam Kemp, George Cormack & 
Irene Sharp, Ken & Anna Alezis, 
Metronotes (3), Jenny Hogarth, 
Glen Michael, Cherry Willoughby 
Dancers (10); Harry Broad Orch. 


Staged by the Popplewell Bros. 
who have catered for summer vaca- 
tioneers over many years, the 1957 
“Whirl” is live bright fodder, 
headed by a breezy hard-working 
comedian in Jack Milroy. Using 
lotsa new gag material, latter in- 
jects life inte the layout and his 
infectious humor comes right over 
the footlights. 

Margo Henderson is a standout 
with songs and impressions at 
piano, and teams with her husband, 
Sam Kemp, in musical offering. 
Scot tunes appeal from vocal duo, 
George Cormack & Irene Sharp, 
and Ken & Anna Alexis are stylish 
in the terping section. Modern 
rhythm is sung by the three Metro- 
notes, a useful act in any layout. 
Jenny Hogarth, amply-built femwxe 
stooge, and Glen Michael aid iu 
the comedy yock-garnering. 

The Cherry Willoughby Dancers 
are an attractive line. Harry Broad 
orch showbacks, and production is 
by Tommy Graham. Gord. 








Trump. 
and “Porgy” set the pace and her 
follow-ups, “Basin Street Blues” 


and a dramatic interpretation of 
“Stormy Weather,” has the cus- 
tomers cheering. She gets the 
same reaction for her final number 
“Battle of Jericho,” a spiritual 
which is sung with a combination 
of zest and sincérity. 

Jack Radcliffe, a wk. Scottish 
comedian, whose superb sense of 
timing more than compensates for 
any inadequacies in his material, 
is always good for laughs on his 
rare trips south of the border. 
There seems little ‘justification, 
however, for giving him and his 
two supports, Helen Norman and 
Billy Dick, two spots on the bill. 
Billy Russell, a veteran comedian, 
whose spiel is always “on behalf 
of the working classes,” has some 
new and up-to-date patter, which 
registers to good returns. 

The Three Edwards Bros., a 
Canadian acrobatic team, thdulge 
in some fancy tricks to stout re- 
ception; Janik and Arnaut offer 
intricate. contortionisms in their 
snake charming routine; Duncan's 
Collies have a well-drilled team of 
canine performers—always stout 
with local audiences; and Reggie 
Redcliffe gives a lively musical dis- 
play on his xylo-rhumbaphone, a 


each end. Reg Cole does a stand- 
ard job of showbacking. 

The bill, in for a two weeks’ run, 
will mark the end of the current 
vaude season at the Hippodrome 
and also the end of the theatre as 
a legit house. It’s to be remodelled 
and will reopen after some_months 
as a theatre nitery. Myro. 





Italy’s Opera 


Continued from page 1 sas 





(and tourist) interest to the na- 
tion. 

Petition was made in the face of 
the imminent adjournment, for the 
usual summer hiatus, of both Sen- 
ate and House, a move which would 
postpone all action on the aid bill 
until at least September—too late 
for plans to be made. Group 
claims that since the law expired 
June 30 this year, failure te re- 
new vital legislation already has 
postponed plans for the coming 
season beyond the “danger point.” 
Plea asks that even if no new law 
be approved, the old legislation at 
least be renewed, effective imme- 
diately, in order to save this sec- 





standard xylophone with drums at 


tor of show biz. 
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LONDON CRITICS PICK ‘BESTS’ 





Steady Strawhat Turnover 





Present 154 Total Equals 


1955, But Is Under Last 


Season—Only One New Tunetent on List 





Largescale openings of new the- 
atres are nearly offsetting the usu- 
al crop of strawhat shutterings. 
That’s reflected in the Actors 
Equity count on bonded theatres 
for the current and past two semes- 
ters. The taily jumped from 154 in 
1955 to 162 last year and is back 
to 154 this summer, 

Those totals are exclusive of 
closings during the individual sea- 
sons. Last year’s 162 figure, in- 
cluded 32 operations that were new 
to Equity and had not been listed 
among the 154 theatres counted in 
°55. That meant that 24 of the 
spots functioning in ‘55 failed to 
reopen in ‘56 

In that same vein, the tally on 
the 154 theatres operating this 
season includes 26 newly-bonded 
spots. On the basis of the over- 
all drop of eight theatres from the 
previous semester, that means that 
34 of the operations functioning in 
"56 failed to reopen this summer. 

Of the theatres that posted 
bonds this season, five have already 
closed. They are Crystal Lake 
Lodge, Chestertown, N. Y.; West- 
chester Playhouse, Mount Kisco, 
N. ¥.; Theatre-Go-Round, Virginia 
Beach, Va.; Chelsea Playhouse, At- 
lantic City, N. J., and the New 
Egypt (N. J.) Theatre. 

Of those, the New Egypt, 
operated by Michael Gould, and 
the Chelsea Playhouse, operated 
by James H. Day, were new this 
season. Another spot, the Drury 
Lane Theatre, Evergreen Park, IIl., 
closed a few weeks ago, but is 
scheduled to reopen at a new loca- 
tion this season. 

The lineup of fresh professional 
outlets includes only one tunetent, 
the Westchester Music Theatre, 


(Continued on page 60) 


Jurisdictional Squabble 
Over Program Salesmen; 
Legit in Middle-Again 

Broadway legit may be put in the 
middle of a union jurisdictional 
scrap over representation of sou- 
venir program salesmen. Picket- 
ing is threatened immediately after 
Labor Day. 

The situation stems from the ef- 
forts of Local H-63, of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, to break into the legit 
field by adding jurisdiction of sou- 
venir program salesmen. The lo- 
cal is mainly active as the repre- 
sentative of office workers in the 
film business, but its legit affiliates 
include the stagehands ‘and box- 
office unions. 

Russell M. Moss, executive di- 
rector of Local H-63, alleges that 
the souvenir program salesmen 
currently belong to a ‘phantom” 
union and that if any legitimate 
producer signs an agreement with 
it, “picket lines will be established 
on the day following Labor Day at 
any legit theatre involved.” 


Just So They Don’t Try 
To Slip in Any Blurbs 


Disk jockeys are getting into the 
legit act. Joe Adams, who’s been 
spinning platters on KDAY, Los 
Angeles, for more than 10 years, 
has been tagged for a featured 
spot in the upcoming Broadway 
musical, “Jamaica,” costarring 
om Horne and Ricardo Montal- 

an. 

On a more local level, Jack Pyle 
deejay on WIP, Philadelphia, has 
been set by producer Michael El- 
lis, for a featured role in “Will 
Success Spoil Rock Hunter,” at 
Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. The comedy, scheduled 














; 


for the week of Sept. 16, will star 
Gene Rayburn, 
d.j. 


an ex-New York 


Realist 

“Small talk,” says Boyd Mar- 
tin, critic of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal, “is not for 
Roger L. Stevens.” One day re- 
eently when walking on 45th 
Street, near Broadway in com- 
pany with producer-realtor 
Stevens and Courier-Journal 
president Barry Bingham, Mar- 
tin jokingly remarked to his 
boss, “When you've got the 
money to spare, Barry, I wish 
you’d buy the Bijou Theatre 
for me.” 

“Oh, not that one,” quickly 
cut in Stevens. “It doesn't have 
the capacity.” 


A Road ‘Journey 
Aimed for Fall 


A touring edition of “Long Day's 
Journey Into Night” is planned for 
the fall. Leigh Connell, Theodore 
Mann and Jose Quintero, producers 
of the -Broadway original, have 
notified the show's backers that 
they’re withholding part of the 
profits to finance a second com- 
pany. 

Meanwhile, the Broadway pro- 
duction of the posthumous Eugene 
O'Neill prize-winner is scheduled 
to resume next Monday (19) at the 
Helen Hayes Theatre, N.Y., after 
a six-week layoff following a July 
2-6 engagement at the Paris 
Festival. The drama, costarring 
Fredrie March and Florence Eld- 
ridge temporarily halted its New 
York run June 29 to play the over- 
seas stand 

As of the Broadway suspension, 
the production had retained$68,037 
of a $147,037 gross profit. That was 
reflected in a June 29 audit, which 
also listed a $15,000 advance from 
the American National Theatre & 
Academy for costs involved in the 
Paris move The overseas stand 
was sponsored by ANTA as part of 
the State Dept,’s International Ex- 
change Program. 

Other highlights of the audit 
include the following: 


Original investment (repaid), 
$80,000. 


Distributed profit, $79,000, split 
evenly between management and 
backers (another $12,000 was dis- 
tributed: late in July). 


GEO. ABBOTT SUES U.S. 
FOR ‘TREE’ DEDUCTION 


Washington, Aug. 13. 

e Abbott has appealed to 
the U. S. Tax Court from an In- 
ternal Revenue ruling that the pro- 
ducer can’t deduct a $5,600 pay- 
ment to his ex-wife from his 1951 
income of $114,200. 

Abbott claimed he paid his then- 
wife, actress Mary Sinclair, $5,600 
for her suggestion that the novel, 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” could 
make a stage musical. The pay- 
ment, claims Abbott, was an “ordi- 
nary and necessary business .x- 
pense ... in conformity with the 
established custom in the theatrical 


world.” . 
Save 


Need $1,000,000 to 
The St. James’s, London 


London, Aug. 13. 

The St. James’s Theatre may be 
saved if close to $1,000,000 can be 
raised, “within a_ reasonable pe- 
riod.” Demolition’ work was to 
have started July 31, but strong 
.opposition in both the Commons 
and House of Lords, together with 
a “Save The St. James’s” campaign 
led by Vivien Leigh, has resulted 
in the $1,000,000 posal by the 
Viarex Property Investment Co., 
Ltd., new owners of the site. 














Nitery singer Julie Gibson will 
have the Jayne Mansfield assign- 
ment opposite Rayburn. 





An offer of $100,000 has report- 
Huntington Hartford. 





‘DOLL’ TOP PLAY, 
‘GONDOLA’ TUNER 


London, Aug. 6. 

Paul Scofield has a walk-away 
victory as the best actor of the 
London legit season (from July 1, 
1956, to June 30, 1957) in a poll 
conducted by Vartety’s London 
bureau among the first-string na- 
tionla press reviewers. His per- 
formance in “A Dead Secret” 
earned him seven votes, with Laur- 
ence Olliver lagging, behind in sec- 
ond place, with three votes, for 
“The Entertainer.” 


was voted best actress for her in- 
terpretation of the title role in 
“The Diary of Anne Frank,” with 


as the schoolmaster’s wife in ‘Tea 
and Sympathy.” Miss Nielson re- 
ceived four votes, as against two 
votes for Miss Sellers. 

The vote for the best British 
play went to “Summer of the 
Seventeenth Doll,” the Australian 
import currently a hit at the New 
Theatre and due for a presenta- 
tion on Broadway this winter be- 
fore it is filmed by Hecht-Hill- 
Lancaster. “Under Milk Wood,” by 
the late Dylan Thomas, which was 
also staged at the New Theatre 


In the same poll, Perlita Nielson | 


Elizabeth Sellers a close second | 


Low Royalties, 
Switcheroo 

Until his resignation several 
months ago, Malcolm Wells 
was assistant to Victor Sam- 
rock, general manager for the 
Playwrights Co. He's now 
partnered with Daniel Blum 
in a scheduled Broadway re- 
vival of Wycherley’s “The 
Country Wife,” to costar Julie 
Harris and Laurence Harvey. 
The production will be done in 
association with the Play- 
wrights Co. 

So Wells will be the boss of 
his former boss, Samrock. 








Yankees’ Profi 


Off-B’way Switching to New Plays; 


But Other Returns 


Off-Broadway, which has 
thrived on revivals, appears to be 
turning to new plays. That's in- 
dicated by the flurry of New York 
preems announced for production 
outside the Times Square area this 
season. 

The transition from classic to 
contemporary playwrights is con- 
sidered a natural offshoot of the 
dominant niche carved by off- 
Broadway in the New York legit 
scene. Although the financial pay- 
off to authors is peanuts compared 
to the Broadway royalty potential, 
there are compensating factors. 

Obviously, the submission of a 
new play for off-Broadway produc- 
tion normally follows failure to get 
Main Stem presentation. In some 
cases, the plays had been optioned 
for Broadway, but the producers 
were apparently unable to raise the 
necessary capitalization. 





Reaches $750,000 
“Damn Yankees” has thus far| 
distributed $750,000 profit. On he} 
basis of the usual 50-50 split 


between the management and 
backers, that gives the latter 150% 





and is also due for a Broadway run, 
was voted into second place. 

“Tea and Sympathy” got the nod 
as the best foreign play and “Damn 
Yankees” was the winner in the 

(Continued on page 60) 


Cambridge Drama Fest 
Plans All-Year Setup 
Of Great-Artist Shows 


Boston, Aug. 13. 

A new theatrical enterprise for 
Boston is underway by the Cam- 
bridge Drama Festival, Inc. which 
last year did “Saint Joan,” “Henry 
Vv” and “Beggars Opera” in San- 
ders Theatre at Harvard. The 
group has been inactive this sum- 
mer. William Morris Hunt, head- 
ing the project, says it will be a 
year-round effort, opening Oct. 31 
with a three-day stand by Emlyn 
Williams, in dramatic readings 
from Dylon Thomas’ works, 
Sanders. 

The Festival did not open San- 
ders this summer, it’s explained, 
because the house is not air con- 
ditioned. The group is looking for 
a site for a permanent theatre. 
Idea of the enterprise, Hunt re- 
veals, is to bring in “great art- 
ists of the theatre” when available, 
between shows, or when they have 
time off, for one or more nights. 

In the “top level theatre” plan 
for Boston, Hunt declares, he has 
enlisted the aid of Tyrone Guthrie, 
recently at Harvard to lecture. The 
British director has promised to 
Stage one production. The plan also 





atl 


return on their $250,000 invest- 
/ ment, 

The payoff, reflected in a June 
|29 accounting, plus a subsequent 
| July 5 distribution, includes in- 
;come from the current Broadway 
production, the defunct touring 
company and subsidiary rights. The 
| New York editson of the Frederick 
| Brisson-Robert E. Griffith-Harold 
|S. Prince production currently in 
| its 120th week has been on twofers| 
|for the past three months and has| 
| been playing to marginal business 
| since late June. 


According te the June 29 audit, 
office expense for the three weeks 
ending on that date was reduced 
from $350 to $100 for each of the 
stanzas. Other highlights of the ac- 
counting are as follows: 

Total gross profit to date (includ- 
ing income from film sale), $806,- 
268. 

Distributed profit, $725,000 (an- 
other $25,000 was distributed July 
5). 


ATPAM WILL VOTE ON 
STRIKE VS. SHUBERTS 


A special membership meeting of 
the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers has been called 
for next Tuesday (20) to vote on 
a strike against the Shubert® That 
was decided yesterday (Tues.) by 
the union’s board of governors. 

After months of negotiations, 
ATPAM officials say they’ve made 
no progress toward an agreement 
with the Shuberts. The unior is 
seeking to bring the Shubert con- 
| tract up to the slightly higher level 




















| 
| 





involves bringing in complete 
a | of its deal with the League of N.Y. 
en hn ie eee, ‘oe | agreement with the Shuberts ex- 
lius, j}and house managers and press- 
a. 0 one peat ~ _— | agents, both in New York and out | 
Since withdrawing from the 
Bussell in gressagent. | League of N. Y. Theatres several | 
Ethel Linder Reiner erally negotiated separate contracts | 
| with the unions. 
“Maybe Tuesday,” comedy- dra Gateway, Atlantic City, 
ma by Mel Tolkin and Lucille Kal-| Sold to Ins ce Firm 
house for career girls on upper) 
west side Manhattan, has been ac-| The’ Geteway Playhouse in su- 
Broadway production next winter. | urban Somers Point has been 
A director ie being sought, a surance Co. for $92,500. The the-| 
Tolkin was head writer on the #t’e Will finish out the balance of | 
Miss Kallen is also a tv scripter. | Paul L. Aiken, producer of the op- 
“Maybe Tuesday” was for-| eration, plans to set up a tent at 
Fried. se - 
¥: | Prudential plans to use the Play- 
Charles Blackwell has withdrawn | »ouse as a temporary office until it 
Civie Light Opera production of | project in nearby Linwood. The 
“Fanny” at the Curran Theatre, | theatre will then be used for stor- | 





edly been made by U. S. producer | 


As % sends nom, Sete would | Theatres. The existing two-year 
cludes, in addition to Hunt, C. T,| Pites Aug. 31. It covers, company 
South Shore Music Cireus. Jay , %f tow?- 

| years ago, the Shuberts have gen- | 
‘ >) | 
Sets ‘Maybe Tuesday | 

len about an apartment-boarding 

Atlantic City, Aug. 13. 

quired by Ethel Linder Reiner for! 

|purchased by the Prudential In-| 
casting to follow. 
Sid Caesar television show, and its season, through Labor Day. 
merly under option to Walter, @other Somers Point site next 
a 

as assistant stage manager of the completes a $1,000,000 building 
San Francisco, to join the produc- | age. The Playhouse formerly was | 


way musical, “Ja case for name bands. 


It seems that off-Breadway's 
general emergence from penny- 
ante physical productions with ob- 
scure performers to polished pres- 
entations have made playwrights 
less reluctant to have their wares 
shown in the smallseaters. And, in 
getting an off-Broadway production 
in lieu of a Main Stem outing, the 
authors are still virtually guaran- 
teed critical coverage by most of 
the New York dailies and numerous 
periodicals. 

If a new play does click off- 
Broadway, there's a possibility of 
(Continued on page 60) 


Buzzard’s Bay Survives 
Local Barn’s ‘La Ronde’ 


Buzzard’s Bay, Mass., Aug. 13. 

Having survived the threat of 
contamination from a “dirty play,” 
the natives and summer vaca- 
tioners of this seaside hamlet can 
again concentrate on how the fish 
are running offshore and what ships 
are coming through the adjacent 
Cape Cod Canal, With the support 
of the courts, the semi-pro Buz- 
zard’s Bay Summer Theatre com- 
pleted a two-week engagement of 
Arthur ‘Schnitzler’s  turn-of-the- 
century shocker, “La Rhonde.” 

At a hearing last Wednesday (7) 
in Suffolk Superior Court, Boston, 
a temporary injunction was issued 
by Judge Reuben L. Lurie, for- 
bidding the board of selectmen of 
Bourne, Mass., just across the canal 
from Buzzard's Bay, from inter- 
fering with the presentation of “La 
Ronde.” The court suit had been 
brought by Alex Byron, producer, 
and Jordon B. Hott, director, of 
the strawhat theatre. 

Judge Lurie ordered special 
pleadings in the case to be com- 
pleted by next Monday (19) and a 
hearing scheduled for the second 
week in September. In granting 
the restraining order, he indicated 
disapproval of the action of two of 
the three Bourne selectmen, Philip 
Sanford and William Crump, in 

(Continued on page 60) 


Buff Photo Bug Blows — 
Stack at Wrong Union 


Buffalo, Aug. 13. 

A photo-buff patron of Melody 
Fair, local musical tent, informed 
by the management that union 
regulations prohibit picture-taking 
during performances, has  dis- 
patched a letter to Actors Equity 
“strongly resenting this intrusion 
of my personal rights and liber- 
ties.” 

Pointing out that his picture-tak- 
ing did not involve flashes or shut- 
| ter noise, the irate amateur photog 
| wrote, “I will arouse public opin- 
|ion and go so far as to refer to the 
authorities the question of whether 
‘or not my constitutional rights are 
|being invaded and, if so, will see 
| that necessary enforcement meas- 
ures are taken.” 

















(The stagehands’ union, not Act- 


tion staff of the upcoming Broad- | a 2,000-seat nitery and then a show-/ors Equity, forbids photo-taking 
during legit shows.—Ed.) 
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Stock Reviews 


Fever for Life 
Hyde Park, N. Y., Aug. 9. 


Allen Swift, in association wi 
rence Langner and the Theatre Guild, 
presentation of three-act (seven scenes) 
drama vy Orin r Stars Fay 


Bainter; features Rip Torn, Barbara Bax- 
ley, Ruby Goodwin, Jane Rose, John 
Randolph, Barbara, Barrie. Staged by 


Henry T. Weinstein; assistant director, 


Jacques Traubee; setting, John Bolt; pro- | 


duction stage manager for Guild staff, 
Kenneth Mays; technical ad x for 
Guild staff, W. Zev Putterman; stage 
manager and lighting technician, 
Serda. At Hyde Park (N. Y.) Playhouse, 
Aug. 5-10, °57; $3.30 top 
Cardelle 

da Martha Sanghorn 


Sone 


“* Jonelie Allen 
Ruby Goodwin 
Anne Wedgeworth 








Viney Lou Cyllen .,........+. ane Rose 
Willy Bigberry ove Rip Torn 
Dovey Bigherry ......++.-- Fay inter 
Aunt Alice -cseeeees. Helen Martin 
Doe Earl .._ ..-+.sseece John Randolph 
Mattie Kate Barnes ..... Barbara Baxley 
Wine TAGS 055s. -vecages Barbora Barrie | 
Gherill Laak .. 20s .ccccsrvesss Noah Kean | 

According to the scuttlebutt 


around Hyde Park (N. Y.) Play- 
house last week and in Shubert 
Alley recently, the Theatre Guild 
seriously considers a production of 
“Fever for Life” as a subscription 
offering this season. That must 
mean that Guild bigshot Lawrence 
Langner and his henchmen count 
on major improvement in the re- 
writing. 

It seems best to ignore the sug- 
gestions that in playwright Orin 
Borsten the stage has ancther Ten- 
nessee Williams. There are indica- 
tions that he’s an admirer, if not 
an apostle, but it’s unlikely that 
the Guild (or even the tryout cast) 
mistakes ‘Fever’ as more than sin- 
cere flattery of “Glass Menagerie” 
or “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.” 

Whether the flowery imagery is 
poetry or merely ornate verbosity 


Law- | 


Reese | E 


All In a Day’s Work 


“The Country Wife” wound 
up in the lost listings of the 
. N.Y. Times Lost and Found 

| Back to Methuselah column last Wednesday (7). 
Chicago, Aug. 5. Stephen Porter's current off- 








Arnold , Moss (by arrangement with | . z 
\-Theatre Guild) presentation of comedy| Broadway revival of the Wil- 
by Sosa ony: Shaw, condensed by | liam Wycherley comedy was 
Arnold Moss, in two acts (six scenes) : 2 Py. : 
Stars Celeste Holm, James Daly; features| involved in the following item: 
veer Se Panett gen’ be pian “Identification wallet, green, 
} nk, rno oss. >= e rv Philip . i . 
| Burton; setting, Marvin Heine: costumes, important personal . papers. 
John Boyt. 4 _ di.) Summer Contact Maxine Keith c/o 
Theatre, Aug. 5, °57. “ ~ se te 

¢ Author . Felix Deebonk The Country Wife,” Renata 
Adam ...... James Daly Theatre, 144 Bleecker St. Or 


Celeste Holm 





pane =< 0S _ 4-3210. Reward 

Serpent Valerie Bettis : . 

kg wie anh ahd bt Michael Tolan For anyone who didn’t know, 
Prof, Barnabas ........-+.+- Arnold Mos Miss Keith is the show's press- 


Arnold Moss 


Accountant General 





Archbishop ........,00+++: James Daly| agent. 

Mrs. Lutestring .........-. Celeste Holm 

Fusima ‘ Svaeved eave Valerie Bettis 

Elderly Gentleman ........ Arnold Moss ‘ ’ 
STE: kvihdade'nectt «49% Michael Tolan To Reo Land Be ond 
Zoo S ent ge omees-vedeecoens Celeste Holm pen y 
Strephon .......-+se++: John Granger 

TD. sven tichvede Dorothy Whitney 


James Daly 
Celeste Holm 


Off-B’way, Then on Tour 
The Greenwich Mews Theatre, 


N.Y., is planning to revive its pro- 
|duction of Loften Mitchell’s 











Originally a quintet of plays for 


three-evenings’ partaking, this) >" rs s “A 
| Shavian fantasy, bewailing life’s Land Beyond the River,” which it 
ibrevity, has been ingeniously | "4" for three months through last 


abridged by Arnold Moss -for a|June 30. The Mews has scheduled 
single, long sitting. The actor-|the drama for a return stand of 
adaptor has stripped the character | approximately four weeks starting 
list from 39 to 17 and the cast from | late in September. 
22 to 8. Even so, it’s not likely to The revival is in line with an 
set Broadway atire. expected tour of the play under 
That it’s not hilaridus Shaw may|the sponsorship of the United 
owe both to Philip Burton's formal | Automobile Workers. The union 
staging, which plays the outlandish | had originally considered sending 
story mostly straight though it begs | out the show to its schools and 
to be farcical, and to the boiling | camps this summer, but scrapped 
out of extraneous comedy in Moss’ | the idea as unfeasible for the hot 
adaptation. In decimated form, the | weather. 
script sticks close to the heart of| t's now understood that the 


the matter and as a result becomes | 7; 
heavy and hortatory. | UAW contemplates taking the pro- 


| Morsicem, legit editor of VARIETY. 


. o 
Inside Stufl—Legit 

Show biz speakers at the American Educational Theatre Assn. annual 
conference Aug. 26-28 at the Hotel Statler, Boston, will include George 
Freedley, curator of the theatre collection of the N.Y. Public Library; 
film-legit director-producer John Houseman; actress Frances Fuller; 
former actress Helen Menken, of the American Theatre Wing; actor- 
director Ezra Stone; Theatre Arts mag staffer Alice Griffin; Willard 
Swire, executive-secretary of the American National Theatre & Acad- 
emy; Robert Schnitzer, of ANTA’s international exchange program; 
playwright N. Richard Nash; actor Clarence Derwent, president of 
ANTA; Gilbert Gabriel, of Saturday Review; John Beaufort, of Christian 
Science Monitor; Elinor Hughes, of the Boston Herald; Elliot Norton of 
the Boston Record; Harold Bone, New Haven correspondent of VARIETY; 
George Alan Smith, executive director of the American Theatre Wing 
training program and off-Broadway reviewer for VArtety, and Hobe 





Empire State Festival, at Ellensville, N.Y., had more than deficits to 
fret about during the recent season. Repercussions are still picked up 
anent Lazzlo Halaz’s reputed long-distance telephone call to Leopold 
Stokowski, in Texas, touting him off Carl Orff’s “Carmina Burana” in 
costume on the grounds that the Festival couldn't afford Stokie’s am- 
bitious project, though commitments for talent had been signed. Stokow- 
ski went along with the poverty plea, but burned later on discovering 
that Halaz had assigned himself to condiict Richard Strauss’ “Elektra” 
in costume and on a lavish scale. It took plenty of sweat for Frank 
Forest, the Ellenville impresario, to square Stoky's peeve. 





Although attendance at the Aimerican Shakespeare Festival Theatre 
at Stratford, Conn., is running 100% ahead of last summer, a loss of 
$70,000 is anticipated by the end of the 1957 term. That was reported 
by the management to the town board of zoning appeals last week in 
pitching for the right to sell food on the theatre property. 

The zoning group decided to give the ASFT, now in its third sum- 
mer, a restricted go-ahead to serve food before the show and during 
intermission, but not after the performances. The ruling, which means 
a liberalizing of the local zoning regulations, was opposed by local 
restaurant operators. 





“The Stage Year Book” for 1957 (Carson & Comerford, Ltd., London; 
$1.60) has an even more comprehensive reference section than the 
previous edition. Added to the titles in the reference sction is a 





Story carries Adam and Eve fig- 





ures from their discovery of sex | 


js probably a matter of personal |in the Garden of Eden to the year | 


taste. But granting the author the 


| 31,957, when evolutionary changes | 


|duction over after its return en- 
gagement at the Mews, for bookings 
in Chicago and Detroit, as well as 
during its off-Broadway run on4 


| have occurred that are too amusing | Friday nights for dates in Connecti- 


ability to create dimensional! char- - 
; ito be science fiction. Most of) 


acters, he still hasn’t learned that 
fhe essence of good writing, as of 
any art, is economy. He simply 
cannot bring himself to use one 
word where he can make 1,000 do. 

Although “Fever” has a potent 
basic situation and more plot than 
many a better play, its explicit 
earthiness somehow fails to eluci- 
date an overall theme. Presumably 
the author sees a sort of nobility 
in the southern matriarch’s frenzy 
for descendants, and he clearly ad- 
mires the bride's unstinted love 
for her paraplegic husband. 

He apparently doesn’t regard the 
grandchild - obsessed paraplegic’s 
mother as silly. And other ele- 
ments of the play are downright 
enigmatic, as for instance the func- 
tion of the emotionally contorted, 
pathetic town trollop, the pro- 
phetic version of the Negro crone, 
the possibly symbolic fact that the 
nice-girl bride, a rape victim, fails 
to conceive the longed-for child, 
while a local tart fulfills the matri- 
arch’s dream by becoming unwill- 
ingly pregnant. of 


Probably none these flaws 


Shaw's dominant themes enter in, | 
along with his language acrobatics, | 
but the main thesis is that man’s 
life span is too short for real wis- | 
dom and maturity | 
Celeste Holm and James Daly) 
make it a _ splendid exhibition, 
changing character kaleidoscopi- 
caliy and speechifying with gusto. 
Moss, the adapter, also gets in 
some fine acting licks in an assort- 
ment of character parts, and Val- 
erie Bettis and Michael Tolan con- 
tribute firstclass assists. It’s too 
bad that the role is necessary, but 
Felix Deebank fares well enough 
as Shaw prefacing the scenes. 
John Boyt’s costumes are inter- 
esting, and Marvin Reiss’ settings 
effective. Les. 


Neo Laughing Matier 


East Hampton, N.Y., Aug. 9. 


Ron Rawson production of three-act 
comedy by Armand Salacrou, translated 
7 Lucienne Hill, Stars Scott McKay, 
~ Mundy, Max Adrian; features Gaby 
Rodgers, John Stewart, William Windom, 
Rain Winslow. Directed Laurier Lis- 
ter; settings, William J. Ryan; lighting, 













would be important if the show as | George Vogel. At John Drew Theatre, 
a whole were satisfying or enter-| Kay, Samptom N. Yo Aug. 3. “oF. veers 
taining. But BE a a gpg Jo Lancelot ....+.+++++000 +00: John Stewart 
stretch out interm y, wit a Wes. ae cott McKay 
only occasional scenes of immedi- ——.. hada og Oy ~ 
acy and emotional impact. Sig-|Nicole .....-..... ..:,Rain Winslow 
nifleantly, one of the best scenes |?™es Max Adrian 


has only indirect effect on the sto- 
ry, while the key moments in 
terms of plot tend to talk the audi- 
ence into a stupor. 

Considering the seript difficul- 
tles and the inevitable limitations 
of strawhat, Allen Swift's Hyde 
Park Playhouse production is com- 
mendable. The casting is gener- 
ally fortunate, John Bolt’s skeletal 
scenery is a triumph of ingenuity 
over economics, Henry Weinstein’s 
staging manages to find occasional 
movement and pace in the talkfest, 
and several of the performances 
are standout. 

Fay Bainter somehow contrives 
to make a believable and moder- 
ately poignant figure of the south- 
ern matriarch who's hipped on the 
subject of having her only remain- 
ing son, the paraplegic, sire her 
a grandchild. The part ts a con- 
versational ordeal, but she brings 
it to life. Barbara Baxley mops up 
with her custemary skill in the 





This Gallic import (by way of ; 
London) sounds some novel and in- | 
teresting notes on the theme of in- | 
fidelity. They are alternately | 
naive and sophisticated, trivial and | 
tragic, but the score they piece 
out seems to be that a man, to be 


vering faithfulness from his mate | 
—be she missus or mistress. 

Though this thesis may not re- 
ceive universal endorsement, scrip- 
ter Salacrou has hand-picked his | 
situations and custom-tailored his | 
dialog to make a plausible case. 
This is no_ in-the-window-and- 
under-the-bed French farce, but a} 
satirical social study combining 
situation comedy, trenchant hu- 
mor and elements of tragedy that 





ences. 


The script parallels two case his- | 
i 


tories and derives its humor 


(On the Summer Stock Circuit ) 
|The night-wind softly whispers, 


happy, should not demand unwa-| 


fof a fairly literal translation, but 


' 
may, in the latter instance, find; 
small favor with American amb 
| Play 


cut and other areas near New Yor‘. 


Old Vic Opens Sept. 18 
To Wind Up Folio Plan | 


London, Aug. 13. 

The fifth and final season of the 
Old Vic Theatre’s Folio Plan opens 
Sept. 18 with a production of 
“Hamlet.” The Plan will be com- 
pleted by the presentation dur- 
ing the new season of “Measure 
For Measure,” “Midsummer Night's 
Dream,” “King Lear,” and “Henry 
Vil,” plus a repeat of “Henry 
VI" parts one, two and three. 

John Neville, who's appeared 
consistently with the company 
since 1953, when the plan was in- 
troduced, will play Hamlet, sup- 
ported by Coral Browne as Ger- 
trude. The production will be 
staged by Michael Benthall. 

When the plan was first en- 
visaged, it was thought that a num- 
ber of plays might have to be per- 
formed by guest companies, but 
all 35 productions are being done 
by the Old Vic. . 


A Lover’s Farewell 








Freighted with lovers’ sighs; 
And I add my rue te the murmur— 
As our brief encounter dies. 


I'll miss your upstage nonsense, 
I'll miss your garlic kiss; 
And I know your unpredictableness 


I'm surely going te miss. 


So farewell strawhat dream-girl, 
Our on-stage love is dead: 
And I'm sure I'm going to need 


you— 
Like well known hole in head. 
Tom Weatherly 





there is reason to suspect that the 
spirit of the original has been less 
faithfully rendered. This is a 
1 in the French tradition of 
mercurial emotions expressed in 
garrulity. It demands high-style 


Repertory Directory giving a town by town reference to theatres and 
companies and their chief management and production staffs. The 
first half of the 280-page book is devoted to a review of 1956, and in- 
cludes lists of plays produced in London as well as elsewhere, and 
ditto for operas, ballets and ice shows, with cast lists. A major feature 
of the reference section gives details of managers and managements — 


in practically every sphere of the legit business . 





Harold Arlen, who wrote the 
seore for “Blues Opera,” will co- 
produce the musical with Mark 
Marvin. Robert Breen, formerly 
listed as sole producer, will be in- 
volved only as director, Rehears- 
als are scheduled to get underway 
in London next January prior to a 
March preem in Amsterdam. It’s 
scheduled to be brought to New 
York following a European tour, 
which will include the Brussels 
World’s Fair. 


A musical version of “Camille,” 
with book by John Mitchell, head 
of the script department of the 
American Broadcasting Co., and 
musie and lyrics by Lor Crane and 
Lil Mattis, respectively, is planned 
for Broadway production. by Jerry 
Lynn, who's scheduled to make 
his Main Stem managerial bow 
with another legituner, “Trelawny,” 
adapted from “Trelawny. of the 
Wells.” Joe Reth will be general 
and company manager on “Ca- 
mille,” with Paula Hack as casting 
director. 

The planned American Shake- 
speare Festival tour this fall, follow- 
ing the regular summer season 
Stratford, Conn., has. been post- 
poned until the 1958-59. season, 
with the delay attributed to a lack 
of sufficient consecutive road book- 
ings. The group has also deferred 
its scheduled’ Aug. 3 Stratford 
opening of “Much Ado About 
Nothing” to the Aug. 7 matinee. 

Robert Fryer, co-producer with 
Lawrence Carr of “Auntie Mame,” 
has been asked by the Encyclope- 
dia-Britannica to write an article 
on Broadway producing. 

Jerry Whyte, production trouble- 
shooter and British representative 
for Rodgers & Hammerstein will 
return to London late in Septem- 
ber for a visit of about four or 
five weeks to look over the pro- 
vincial touring, company of “Pa- 
jama Game” and the West End edi- 


te of “Damn Yankees.” 


Rosalind Russell, star of “Auntie 
Mame,” played the performance 


single, juicy scene as the mixed-up |through juxtaposing their succes- 
trollop. |sive ups and downs. In the one a 

Rip Thorn, better known in 5 emg is deserted by his wife, a 
fms, is acceptable in the ill-de-| flighty young thing who runs off 
fined role of the anything-for-| with a lover virtually on the spur 
mama paraplegic, although his dic-|of the moment. In the other, the 


leomic acting that can range from 
|hammy histrionics to detached in- 
|tellectualism and genuine pathos 
|and that can evoke ‘audience inter- 
lest without self-identification. 

| But the cast (with one exception) 


tion isn't always.clear, perhaps be- 
cause of the necessity of using a 
southern dialect. Barbara Barrie is 
appealing as the paraplegic’s clear- 


husband's boyhood friend elopes| Plays more in the spirit of farce, 
with an older man’s wife, a woman | and the subtleties of the script are 
of experience who sincerely be-| los in heavy-handed clowning. The 
lieves the elopement will bring her|noted exception is Max Adrian, 


of Tuesday night of last week (6) 
with one eye virtually closed, as a 
result of an allergy from a sleeping 
‘mask. } 

The N. Y. City Center, currently 
undergoing extensive renovations, 
will present a three-week run of 
“Carousel,” beginning Sept. 11. 

Jerry Orbach, featur in the 
off-Broadway production of “Three- 


eyed bride, and there are com- 
petent performances by Ruby 
Goodwin, Jane Rose, Helen Martin 
and John Randolph in supporting 
parts that permit no more than 
competence. Hobe 


true love. 

The final curtain has the too- 
| forgiving husband and his wife bill- 
ing and ing like newlyweds. 
| His friend, having learned that he 
he is not the first of his enamorata's 
| extra-marital lovers, has sloughed 

D. A. Sazani, designer and mer- her off in a fit of disillusionment 
chandising executive, has been ap- | and dejection. 
pointed sales manager of Ameri-| The trans-Atlantic transfer has 
can Studio Associates, Inc., a New | worked this opus to disadvantage 
York firm specializing in scenery in more ways than can be dismissed 
and displays for the entertainment | with “suffers in translation.” The 
and advertising industries, present script bears the earmarks 








|who gives a punctiliously polished 
| performance as the older worldly 
wise husband. The rest of the cast 
|works as hard and successfully as 
}an outfielder on snowshoes. 

| Broadway chances are difficult 
to judge on the basis of this pro- 
|duction, There may be too much 
lof tae French temperament in this 
| work to earry New York under any 
conditions. Then again it could 
be that all that’s needed is a style 
|of acting more compatible with 
}that temperament. Hank. 


penny Opera,” has been tagged for 
a role in “The Cop Hater,” a film 
being shot in New York by Barbi- 
zon Productions. 

Christopher F. Anderson, co- 

roducer with Michael P. Grace of 

heatre under the Stars in New 
York’s Central Park, has formed a 
new production firm with his wife, 
Meryl. The Andersons are current- 
ly negotiating with Frederick Col- 
lins in West Palm Beach, Fla.; to 
open a 2,000-seat theatre on the 
grounds of the West Palm Beach 








Legit Bits 


Polo Club for a 14-week season be- 
ginning Dec. 15. 

Norma Crane has resumed her 
role in the off-Broadway produc- 
tion of “Career” following a three- 
week leave of absence. 

Oliver Smith and Miles White 
will desigh the sets and costumes, 
oY for “Captain Para- 

ise.” 

The Irish Players’ off-Broadway 
production of a tr of one- 
acters by J. M. Synge will be trans- 
ferred to the Community House at 
Ocean Beach, Fire Island, N. Y., 
for a one-shot evening perform- 
ance Sept. 1. The group will play 
its regular matinee at Theatre 
East, N, Y., that day. 

Alvin Colt has been set as cos- 
tume designer for “Rumple.” 


Howard Bay will design . the 
scenery and ligthing and Raeul 
Pene du the costumes for 


“The Music Man.” 
Legit pressagent Reginald De- 
vacationing this week in 
Bermuda, returns to New York 
next Monday (19) te join William 
and Walter Alford for ies 


Fields: 
at | Wrights Co. productions and er 


shows. 

John. Scott is resigning from his 
“Happy Hunting” stage managing 
stint next Saturday (17) to become 
assistant director for Albert John- 
son on several commercial produc- 
tions for Wildi Enterprises in 
Detroit. Le will succeed 
Scott and Paul Libin will be added 
to production stage manager Bob 


Downing’s “Hunting” staff next 
Monday (19). 
John Stix has been appointed 


visiting critic in directing and Tad 
Mosel visiting critic in television 
writing at the Yale School of Dra- 
ma for the academic year starting 
next month. 


Terrell-ATPAM Settle 
Tent Pressagent Spat 


St. John Terrell and the Assn. 
of Theatrical Press Agents & Man- 
agers have buried the hatchet. The 
union has removed the tent oper- 
ator from its “unfair” list, follow- 
ing his hiring of ATPAM member 
Margaret Hartigan as p.a. for his 
Neptune (N. J.) Music Circus. 

The setting of a pressagent for 
Neptune enables Max Eisen to re- 
turn to his longtime post as drum- 
beater for Terrell’s Lambertville 
(N. J.) canvastop. He'll also func- 
tion as general p.a. for both Ter- 
rell teepees, The ATPAM-Terrell 
flareup was cued by the union's 
demand that Terrell hire an 
ATPAM pressagent for each of his 
tents. 

Eisen had been handling “both 
spots and was called off the job 
when Terrell refused the ATPAM 
demand, 











Wednesday, August 14, 1957 


VARIETY 





LEGITIMATE 59 








50 Years of MacDowell Colony 


——— ees CONN ion ne 
his special needs as does the doc-; crave.” He spoke also of the artist 
tor, the business man or the sci-| invited to a campus art school and 
entist.” ; the embarrassment at commence- 
One of the boons of the colony | ment because of such undecreed 
is the Savidge Library which com-| persons, “What kind of a robe shall | 
prises some remarkably rare music | they wear in the procession?” | 
manuscripts, including everything| Robert Penn Warren, the Yale | 
published on Wagner, an entire | professor-novelist, held that the | 
Bach Gesellschaft and copies of | artist's basic devotion was to the | 
all works written at the colony. | form and substance of his work and | 
“Porgy” was written here in everything else came afterward. 
Peterborough, first as a novel. Du- | Virgil Thomson characterized cre- | 
Bose Heyward met his future wife | ativity as a service “midway be- | 
at the Colony and the stage play) tween the Glory of God and occu- | 
(1927) with her collaboration and | pational therapy” in its implica- | 
the opera (1935) with George’ tions. 
Gershwin’s music and Ira Gersh-| Thomson, the composer-critic- 
win’s lyrics made theatrical his-|jecturer who was on the N. Y. 
tory. More recently Alec Waugh | Herald Tribune 14 years, caused a 
wrote his novel “Island in the Sun” | total hush in the assembly of 400, 
at the Colony, Carl Carmer’s “Stars | probably two-thirds women, by 
Fell on Alabama” was written here. | cracking that many artists compli- 
(Carmer is a former president of | cate their careers by too early as- 
the MacDowell Assn.) Hervey Al- suming the responsibilities of mar- 
rying and siring offspring. The 


len always credited the Colony for | 


the completion of “Anthony Ad- | 


verse.” 
“Appalachian Spring” of Aaron | 
Copland is a product of residence. 


hint that an artist couldn't afford 
marriage went over like a wall of 
bricks.” 

In this same context but at an- 


Ditto Roy Harris’ Third Symphony | other point Thomson remarked of 
and Cadman Wakefield’s “At Dawn- | creative folk. “After all we have 
ing.” babies, we lay eggs . . .” whereupon 

If the MacDowell Colony flew | Moderator Lynes deadpanned for 
pennants it could unfurl 18) the biggest laugh of the afternoon, 
for Pulitzer Prize works by colon- | «which do you mean?” 


ists, including Stephen Vincent 
*.« 
British Shows 


and William Rose Benet, individu- 
ally, Willa Cather, John Gould 

(Figures denote opening dates) 
ONDON 





Fletcher, Paul Green, Julia Peter- 
kin, Edwin Arlington Robinson, 
Leonora Speyer, Margaret Widde- 
mer, Thornton Wilder, Aaron Cop- 


. 7. At Drop of Hat, Fortune (1-24-57). 
land, Gail Kubik. It is the es- Sey Prone, yndham’s (12-1-53) 
sence of qualification for residence Chatk ws ess ( 

‘ . a market (4-11-56). 

that the applicant is already @| Bama Yankees, Cotigeum 57). 
snags 0 A i -| Dead ret, Picea (5-30-57). 
pro. A group of three in Man y new =~ Sess. 
hattan validates admissions in each Dry Ret, tehall be 
of the arts—music, painting, litera- Fanny. Drury Lane (11-15-56). 
ture. There is no requirement, as a =e Cate. 6 65-50. 
for a Guggenheim Fellowship, to] Gr e 


spell out the intended project. In- 
deed a total lack of supervision is a 


conscious goal at the colony. Its| 4gu,e¥, Meenitent. Aldwych, @.14 
executive director, George M. Ken- New Crazy Ga’ Vie. Pal. (12-18-56). 
No Time 5 Maj. 23-56), 


dall, former headmaster of a girls 
school, is valued partly because he 
discharges his duties almost invis- 
iblv—like the lunch drop tech- 
nique. 


er . . 
Nude With Violin, Globe (11-7-56). 
Odd Man tn, St. Martin’s (7-1 . 


Beware, Strand (2-16-55). 
baled Days. Nagy sms (8-5-54). 








ing, b 
‘Fewér But Better’ x fhonthe’ Srece, Phoenix _(6-4-57). 
MacDowell can accommodate] yg sympathy, cael Sy 1 
about 100 colonists each year. Tife LG ou Meet, ew Lind. (4-23-57), 
association’s present president,| Yuet, 1, Teresders, Criterion G-37-0m 
James Johnson Sweeney, curator - HEDULED OPENINGS 
of the Guggenheim Museum and] $oscthsiner Sane quan 


head of the International Arts Crit- 
ics Assn. advocates “intensifica- 
tion rather than expansion”—in 
short doing more for fewer but 
more carefully selected creators. 


Nekrassev, Roval Ct. (9-17-57). 
Repertery, Old Vic (9-18-57), 


Says Sweeney; “I don’t like to] gaturaay Might’ Kies Shelley Winters, 
look backwards. What was good | Joseph Wiseman. 


Nature's Way: Betsy von Furstenberg, 
Robert Emharat. 
Soft Touch: Loring Smith. 
rts: Loretta Leversee, 


for the Colony 20 years ago, was 
good for that period. Tomorrow 


; Miss Lonel s 
must relate to tomorrow. This|winiam Hickey. Henderson. Forsythe. 
Colony must remain a_ living, | Ruth Warrick, Janet Ward. - ‘ 
; icm”? 2 Gown: Ga onet, Rod 
therefore a changing, organism” | strong, John Smolko, Betiy Carr. 
yet always faithful to ‘the basic} Wappy Hunting: Jan Norris (succeeded 
Virginia Gibson) 


purpose of the founding couple to 
provide ideal working conditions 
for professionals. In no sense is 
the Colony a charity and only in- 
directly a benefaction. The dif- 
ficulty of finding a work-promot- 
ing and work-protecting environ- 
ment was clear half a century ago 
when the original 60 acre tract was 
set aside. 

Marian MacDowell died only 18 


Four Winds: Carl Esmond, Peter Cook- 
son, Harry Bannister, 
Ludmilla Toretzka 

Fair G-me: Sam Levene, Edna Ray, 
Rehert, Webber, Sally Gracie, Shirley 

Romanoff & Juliet: Alvin Epstein, Fred 
Clark, George Voskovec. 

Look Back im Anger: Kenneth Haigh, 
Alan Bates. 

Auntie 


Ma James Hickman 


me: (suc- 
ceeded Robert. Higgins). 


. 7 ‘ir. 
Salt Air: Betty Field, James Whitmore. 


months ago, aged 98, having sur-| Captain's Paradise: Abbe Lane. 

, J iss 'sebel: Neney Marchand, 

vived her celebrated composer- | puke. Kathleen Maquire. aent 
Most Happy Feila: 


Helen Blount (suc- | 


spouse 48 years, all of them dedi- 
nson 


cated to the memorial colony, now 
internationally famous, at least in 
its own areas of influence. 

Over 400 people arrived for the 
50th Anniversary, many from con- 
siderable distances by plane, train 


ceeded Susan 


Worth. 
Richards, Edward 


Brass: Joan Blondell, Sue 
Tina & Coco, Alan Bunce. 
Weod: Donald Houston, 
Diana Maddox, Francis 
Themas. 


r and 
ngdon, 
r Milk 
Cathérine Dolan, 


Unde 


and car. Among them were nu- | “qupton. Powys 
: ‘ope Dan : Art Carne 
merous alumni. As artistic folk | Hecht. denny 


Jamaica: Ricardo Montalban, Erik 
Rhodes, Augie Rio, yne wson, 
pie Ailey, Josephine Premice, Adelaide 

Tunnel of Love: Kirkland (suc- 


they did three arty things: (1) 
made a gracious salute at the 
woodsy grave of the MarDowells; 


Ann Andrews, | 


(2) held a symposium in the main 
lodge on the traits and loyalties of 
creators, and (3) concluded the day 
with cocktails. 

“Who Do You Work For?” was. 
the deliberately ungrammatical 
title of the 50th Anniversary dis- 
cussion panel. Association director 
Davidson Taylor of NBC on way to 
the ceremonies informed a Boston 
lady of this and she expressed deep 
shock that a body of disciples of 
the creative arts should not have 
asked, “For Whom Do You Work?” 

Russell Lynes, managing editor 
of the Harper’s Mag, was modera- 
tor. General consensus of the 
panel was that creators work first 
for themselves and then for money 
and praise. Perhaps nobody was 
surprised. Painter Ben Shahn 


acknowledged but did not name 
“six persons whose‘ opinion I 








Louise 
ceeded Elisabeth Fraser). 
Square Root of Wonderful: Anne Baxter. 
in Y: (succeed 


gievhen Douglas), Charlotte Fairchild 
a enen Bolin). . 

PO raaee Denholm Elliott, Percy War- 
A... Time for Sergeants: Christian Flan- 


 —— . ‘i 

= & His Mike Kellin 
‘evya " 
i Covid Happen You (Yiddish): Mae 
om. » 


Scott rriil (re- 
Wien vorne Bentler Yovccesied “Jo 
r). 
Synge Trilogy: Howard Claney (sue- 
ceeded Jock MacGregor). , 


Ziegfeld Follies: ‘Kaye Ballard, Paul 
Gilbert. =p . as 





Russell, Alan.| a2 


Ceca-Munshin in ‘Janus’ 
Rack $15,500 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 

The Playhouse in the Par 
bounced back up last week with 
“Janus,” co-starring Imogene Coca 
and Jules Munshin as the draw. 
The gross was $15,500, as com- 
pared to the disappointing $12,000 


for the previous semester's “Chalk; 


Garden.” Attendance for the 
Playhouse’s seventh summer sea- 
son is well above last year's re- 
ceipts and seems more than likely 
to set an all-time seasonal record 
for the tent. 

Current show is “Will Success 
Spoil Rock Hunter.” 


Lady 11346, SF. 
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Fanny’ Great 556, 


Sets. OK $29,200 


San Francisco, Aug. 13. 
Civie Light Opera’s “Fanny” has 


Bway Up; Russell 





‘Stratford (Conn.) Fest 
Has Best Week, $37,700 


Stratford, Conn., Aug. 13. 
Biggest week in the three sea- 
sons of American Shakespeare 
| Festival Theatre grossed $37,700 





ifor eight performances through 
{Sunday (11). Six of the shows) 
|were sellouts, with legal standee 


limit of 70. The record figure tops 
by better than $1,500 the previous 
peak of two weeks ago. 

From here on to closing of sea- 
son Sept. 8 it’s virtually SRO, In- 
| dicative of the business flood was 
the Saturday (10) matinee’s $4.500 


for “Othello” in the rain. Over 
50% of mail orders are being re- 
turned. 


sked 





Reports of extension of 


Record $47,868, 


‘Abner’ $52,800, ‘New Girl’ $48,300, 
Merman $36,800, Ritchard $19,500 


+ 


Broadway brightened last week. 
The capacity entries held steady, 
while business climbed for the 
other entries. Increases were sub- 
stantial in practically ail cases. 

The business jump put “Li'l 
Abner” back in the capacity groove 
along with “Auntie Mame,” which 
‘resumed last week after a _five- 
frame layoff, and “Bells Are Ring- 


ing” and “My Fair Lady.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
eretta), 

| Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
| number of performances through 
last Saturday, top. prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10° Federal and 


established itself as a smash suc-|jinto September are denied by the|5°o City tar, but grosses are net; 


cess, with a sellout fourth week 
following near-sellouts in each of 
first three sessions. 

“My Fair Lady” continues sell- 
out in its fifth week at Opera 
House, and “No Time for Sergeants” 
was strong in the sixth week 
at the Geary. Fifth week of “The 
Reluctant Debutante” barely held 
its own at the Alcazar, grossing a 
trifle under breaking point. 

“Diary of Anne Frank,” starring 
Joseph Schildkraut, moves to the 
Alcazar from Los Angeles for Aug. 
26 opening. CLO revival of “An- 
nie Get Your Gun,” with Mary 
Martin and John Raitt, opens Aug. 
29 at the Curran. “No Time for 
Sergeants” looks set at the Geary 
through September, and coast com- 
pany of “Tunnel of Love” will 
open Sept. 30 at the Alcazar. 

Estimates for Last Week 
My Fair Lady, Open House (5th 


wk) ($5.50-$5.90; 3.300; $115,000) 
(Brian Aherne, Anne _ Rogers). 
Standees-only $113,500; previous 
week; $113,500; slightly below 


house potential because of CLO 
subscription. 

Fanny, Curran (4th wk) ($5.50- 
$5.90; 1,758; $58,000) (Claude Dau- 
phin, Doretta Morrow, Italo Tajo). 
Sellout $55,000; previous week, 
$54,000; slightly below house po- 
sone bceeause of CLO subscrip- 
tion. 

Ne Time for Sergeants, Geary 
6th wk) ($4.40-$4.95; 1,550; $36,- 
000) (James Holden). Strong $29,- 
200; previous week, $31,100. 

Reluctant Debutante, Alcazar 
(Sth wk) ($3.85; 1,147; $27,200) 
(Reginald Gardiner, Brenda For- 
bes). Slim $9,500; previous week, 
$9,700; exits Aug. 24 for Los An- 
geles. 


Stratford (Ont.) Big 
$55,600 on 6th Week 


Stratford, Ont., Aug. 13. 

Shakespeare Festival, still run- 
ning at 90° eapacity, grossed $55,- 
600 last week, for six-week total of 
$291,100. Last season’s first six 
drew $267,500. Last week's con- 
certs took in $4 5 

Festival ends Sept. 7. 


Stock Tryouts 


(Aug. 12-25) 

Aayens for Love, musical, with book 
and lyrics by Burton Crane, music by 
Jane Douglass White (Irene Manning)— 
4 vower Playhouse, Spring Lake, N. J. 
(19-3). ’ 

Apple R by Russell McLauchlin 
—Stowe (Vt.) Playhouse (16-18). 

Back to Methuselah, Arnold Moss’ con- 
densed version of Bernard Shaw's play 
(Celeste Holm, Arnold Moss)—Theatre- 
by-the-Sei, Matunuck, R. L. (19-24). 

Chairs, by Eugene lonesco (E. G. Mar- 
shall—White Barn Theatre, Westport, 
Conn. (25). 

Fever For Life, by Orin Borsten (Fay 
Bainter)—Westport (Conn.) Country Play- 
house (12-17). 

Jamison Affair, by Joel Wyman (Fran- 
ces Farmer)Bucks County Playhouse, 
New Hope, Pa. (19-24). 

Little World of Don Camillo, adapted 
by Gilbert Hartke from Giovanni Guares- 
chi’s novel—St. I's Playhouse, 
Winooski Park, Vt. (13-17). 
etey’s ’ Fred Carmichael— 
Dorset (Vt.) Playhouse (15-17). 

Pound in Your Pocket, by Robert 
Cenedella and S. lL. Abelow, with music 
by Charles Strouse and lyrics by Lee 
Adam o w Theatre, East Hamp- 
ton, L. Ll. (924) (Original straight play 
reviewed in VARIETY, Jan. 2, ‘57, under 
es ie “Small Servant”). 


r the 
@Morothy Lamour, 
Beach (L. 
in VARIETY, J 

Simon and 


I) Playhouse 
y 17, 

Laura, by Alla 
n, ise A 








xth, by Joseph Carole 
Robert Alda)}—Long 
A om (Reviewed 


mn Melville 
Ubritton)— 


1 London p 
viewed in VARIETY, Dec. 8, >. 

Will and the Way. by Michael J. Molloy 
—Red Barn Theatre. Northport, N. Y. 
(13-18) (Original Dublin production § re- 
viewed in VARIETY, Sept. 14, '55). 


“Parade,” by Marianne 
Waters, will be tested Sept. 3-7 at 
at acetal Theatre, Bellport, 





management, 


‘SP’ Huge $75,300, 
Diary’ $25,000, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 
Only one house flies the legit 
banner this week, the Philharmonic 
Auditorium having gone dark for 
a week between the departure of 
“South Pacific” last Saturday (10) 
and the arrival of “Fanny” next 





Monday (19). Only other arrival 
slated is “Reluctant Debutante,” 
due Aug. 26 at the Huntington 
Hartford. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Diary of Anne Frank, Hunting- 
ton Hartford (D) (2d wk) ($4.95- 
$5.50; 1,024; $33,000) (Joseph 
Schildkraut), Nearly $25,000; pre- 
vious week, $25,500; exits town 
Aug. 24. 

South Pacific, Philharmonic 
Aud (MC) (5th wk) ($5.95; 2,670; 
$80,000) ‘Mary Martin, Georgio 
Tozzi). Great $75,300 én the wind- 
up, for a $375,000 total; previous 
week, $75,000. 


PATRICE BIG $44,300 
‘SP’ 1ST WEEK, DALLAS 


Dallas, Aug. 13. 

“South Pacific,” fifth production 
of State Fair Musicals’ 16th sea- 
son, grossed a hefty $44,300 for 
seven performances 
through Sunday’s (11) matinee at 
State Fair Auditorium. Revi 
stars Patrice Munsel 
drew a weather break, with tem- 
age only 100 degrees and 

low, except Saturday (10), when 
aftermath of Hurricane Bertha 
dumped heavy showers here. 

Sixth production, “Rose Marie,” 
went into rehearsal yesterday 
(Mon.). 
rector Charles R. Meeker Jr., piece 
stars Anna Maria Alberghetti, with 
John Reardon, Alice Pearce, Reu- 
ben Noel, Julie Niemar and Rob- 
ert Bush featured. 


SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 








BROADWAY 
(Theatres Set) 
*Long Day's Journey, Mayes (8-19-57). 
*Simpiy Heavenly, Playhouse (8-20-57). 


*Separate Tables, Music Box (9-2-57). 
Mask and Gown, Golden (9-10-57). 

. City Center. (9-11-57). 
Cave Dwellers, Bijou (9-23-57). 
West Side Wint. G ._ (9-26-57) 
Sat. Night Kid, Morosco (10-2-57) 
Miss Lonelyhearts, Music Box (10-3-57) 
Look in Anger, Lyceum (10-3-57). 
Barrymore (10-9-57). 


Compuisicn, Pelasco ('0-14-57) 
Under Milk Wood, Miller (10-15-57). 
Nature's 7 Coronet (10-16-57). 
Copper and Brass. Sey LST. 

) 


Produced by managing di-| 


| Le., exclusive of tares. 


| Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (C) 
|(35th week; 277; $690; 1,214; 
$46,500 (‘Rosalind Russell), Re- 


|sumed Aug. 5, after five-week lay- 
; off. New record for theatre at 
$47,868, with scale upped to $6.90 
jtop every night. 

| Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (MC) 
/ (37th wk; 292; $8.05; 1,453; $58,- 
|101) (Judy Holliday). As always, 
| $58,700. 

| Damn Yankees, Adelphi (MC) 
(119th wk; 947; $7.50; 1,434; $50,- 
|000). On twofers, Previous week, 
| $22.600; last week, nearly $26,400. 
| Happy Hunting, Majestic (MC) 
|(36th wk; 284; $8.05; 1,625; $69,- 


| 989) ‘(Ethel Merman). Previous 
| week, 29,600; last week, almost 
$36,800 


Li'l Abner, St. James (MC) (39th 
| Wk; 308; $8.05; 1,028; $58,100). 
| Previous week, $45,900; last week, 
| nearly $52,800. 

| Most Happy Fella, Imperial (MD) 
1(67th wk; 532; $7.50; 1,427; $57,- 
| 875). Previous week, $24,000; last 
| week, almost $26,500. 

| My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
1(74th wk; 587; 98.05; 1,551; $67,- 
696) (Edward Mulhare, Julie An- 
| drews). As always $68,700. 

| New Girl In Town, 46th St. (MD) 


| (13th wk; 103; $9.20-$8.60; 1,297; 
$59,084). ‘Gwen Verdon, Thelma 
Ritter). Previous week, $43,700; 


last week, over $48,300. 
Ne Time for Sergeants, Alvin 


(C) (95th wk; 756; $5.75-$4.60; 
11,331; $38,500). On discount tick- 
lets. Previous week, $16,000; last 


| week, over $17,300. Closes Sept. 
14 to tour. 
Tunnel of Love, Royale (C) (25th 
| wk; g 
| Ewell). Previous week, $11,000; 
last week, almost $11,200. 
| Visit to a Small Planet, Booth 
| (C) (27th wk; 212; $6.90-$5.75; 766; 
$27,300) (Cyril Ritchard), Previous 
| week, $15,700 last week, nearly 


| $19, 


OFF BROADWAY 
| Mees Actors Playhouse (4-30- 
| Country Wife, Renata (6-26-57). 
Iceman Cometh, Circle-in-Square 
| (5-8-56). 

In Good King Charles’ Golden 
| Days, Downtown (1-24-57). 
| Purple Dust, Cherry Lane (12- 
| 27-56). 
| Sehool for Wives, Theatre Mar- 
}quee (6-19-57); closes next Satur- 
}day (17). 
a Synge Trilogy, Theatre East (3- 
| 6-57). 
| Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9- 
| 20-55). 


‘HATTIE’ TEPID $35,000, 





Egghead, 

Four Winds, Cort (10-10-57). | 

Romanoff & juliet, Pivmouth (10-10-57). | R K.C. 
| 


Kansas City, Aug. 13. 
Starlight Theatre outdoor mu- 


Brown | 


j ings. 





t 
r | 
r sicals in Swope Park sagged to a 
‘ season low of $35,000 last week 
‘with “Panama Hattie.” with Julie 
Wilson and Webb Tilton heading 


Moniauve, Golden (10-22-5 
Fair Game, Longacre (10-23-57). 

Fof Amusement, Ambass. (10-25-57). 
Sq. Root -f Wenderful. Nat'l (10-30-57). 
Jamaica, tmperial (10-31-57) 


Carefree Heort, ANTA (11-7-57). ! » eae . " 

Time Remembered, Morosco (11-12-57). j the cast. The show play ed ‘seven 

Country Wife, Adelphi (11-27-57) performances ending Sunday (11). 

—_ amy mg Barrymore een “Silk Stockings,” with Tony, 
op airs, Music Box (12-5-57). } > i ’ 

Miss Isobel, Rovale 112.26-57). Bennett and Julie Wilson opened 


|last night (Mon.) to run through 
| Sunday (18) in the 7,600-seat the- 
atre. 


Music Mon, Majestic (12-28 57) 
(Theatres Not Set) 
Strongest (10-2-57). 
Rumple (10-31-57) 
Touch (11-6-57) 
Nude With Violin «wk 11-11-57). 
Rope Dancers (wk. 11-18-57). 
Shadow of My Enemy (wk. 12-9-57) | 
Sait Air (wk. 1-27-58) 
Rivalry (1-27-58). | 
Ceptrin’s Prredise ('-28-58) } 
Sunrise at Campobetio (1-30-58). 
Love Me Little (26-58). 2 
OFF-BROADWAY 
Sweeney Todd, Sullivan St. (8-27-57). 
Tevye, Carnegie Playhouse (9-16-57). 
Watian Strawhat, 4th St. (9-25-57). 
| Clerembard, Rooftop (11-7-57). 
| Note: Asterisks indicate reopen 








‘Father of Bride’ $14,300, 
With Henry Morgan, Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 

“Father of the Bride,” starring 
| Henry Morgan, grossed $14,300 in 
seven rformances last week at 
the Edgewater Beach Playhouse 
here 

“Affairs of Anatol,” costarring 
Uta Hagen and Herbert Berghof, 
‘is current, 





} 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 14, 1957 








Off-B’way’s New Plays 


nn Continued from page 57 


its eventually being moved to 
Broadway, as has been the case 
with a few shows including last 
season's “Simply Heavenly.” The 
Langston Hughes-David Martin 
musical was forced to exit its 
original uptown berth early this 
summer and is now slated to re- 
sume on Broadway next Tuesday 
(20) at the Playhouse. 

Off-Broadway showcasing can 
also pave the way for film sales 
as evidenced by several of last 
season's preems, plus other past 
entries. They include “Carecr,” 
current at the Actors Playhouse, 
N.Y., which was purchased by Hal 
Wallis and is also scheduled for 
pubiication by Random House. 

In addition, the James Lee play 
is currently being presented at the 
La Jolla (Cal.) Playhouse and Its 
slated for stock production at the 
Playhouse in the Park, Philadel- 
_ the week of Aug. 26. S. M. 

andelsman, manager of the play- 
house, has also obtained the rights 
for Coast production this fall. The 
off-Broadway presentation of the 
drama actually followed a prior 
tryout at the Alley Theatre, Hous- 
ton, Tex. 

Other off-Broadway-to-pix deals 
include “Me Candido,” Walt Ander- 
son's play, presented last season at 
the Greenwich Mews; “Wayside,” 
John Duff Stradiey’s drama, which 
had a brief run at the Barbizon 
Theatre late last season, and Louis 
Peterson's “Take A Giant Step,” a 
1953 Broadway flop. 

A revival of “Step” had a long- 
run at the Jan Hus Theatre last 
season and it was during that 
period that the film deal was made. 
In prior season’s Calder Willing- 
ham's “End As a Man” and Patricia 
Jourday's “Teach Me How To Cry” 
were picked up for filmization. 
Both were originally presented at 
the Theatre de Lys in Greenwich 
Village. 

The crop of new plays slated for 
off-Broadway include the following: 

“Clerembard,” adapted by Nor- 
man Denny from the French of 
Marcel Ayme. The English version 
was originally produced in London 
two years ago and has been under 
option to Broadway scenic designer 
Leo Kerz, who had been contem- 
plating a Main Stem production. 
He's now scheduled to produce it 
with Leonard Lesley at the Rooftop 
Theatre, with a Nov. 7 preem 
planned. Claude Dauphin will star. 
His contracts, however, is limited 
to 12 weeks. 

“Hamlet of Stepeny Green,” by 
Bernard Kops. The play, now in 
production at London's Theatre 
Workshop, is slated for presenta- 
tion next December at the Cricket 
Theatre, N.Y., by Joseph O'Brien 
and Rhett Cone, by arrangement 
with Mark Marvin. 

“Light a Penny Candle,” by Jack 
Dunphy. The play previously slated 
for Broadway preduction by Lyn 
Austin and Thomas Noyes, is now 
under option to Leigh Connell, 
Theodore Mann and Jose Quintero 
for production at their Circle in the 
Square, following the current run 
of “Iceman Cometh.” 

“A Part of the Memory,” by 
James Van Lare. It’s scheduled 
for co-production by the author 
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FOR LEASE 


The Modern 1580-Seat 
Center-City 


LOCUST ST. 
THEATRE 


Broad & Locust Stree’ 
Philadelphia 


Operated under Shubert man- 
agement for many seasons. 
Available as legitimate thea- 
tre or motion picture house. 
Completely equipped stage, 
lighting, etc. Large projection 
booth. High Speed transporta- 
tion, parking for 4100 cars in 
immediate area. 


BINSWANGER 
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and Donald Toomey next Novem- 
ber at the Theatre Marquee. Steve 
Romaine and Arlene Mitchell are 
already set for the cast. The for- 
mer also composed incidental mucis 
for the production. 

“Rigmarole,” by Harold Levitt. 
It’s skedded for fall production by 
actor-writer Allan Frank at an 
undesignated theatre. 





“Quare Fellow,” by Irish play- 
wright Brendan Behan. The play, 
was produced last season in Lon- | 
don by Script Plays and David | 
Ross, is played for a March opening 
at the Carnegie Hall Playhouse by | 
Banner Productions. Ross, who 
operates the 4th Street Theatre, 
N.Y., had contemplated presenting 
the play on Broadway. He claims 
to have an option on the script 
until January, but, it's understood, 
he doesn’t intend exercising it. 

“Tevya and His Daughters,” 
adapted by Arnold Perl from 
stories by Sholom Aleichem. This 
is also on the Banner Productions’ 
schedule for a Sept. 16 opening at 
the Carnegie Hall Playhouse. 


How They Voted 


Individual ballots of the various 
critics participating in the Variety 
poll of the London first-stringers 
were as follows (figures refer to 
the different categories): 








Harold Conway (Daily Sketch): 
(1) “Under Milk Wood,” (2) “Grab 
Me a Gondola,” (3) “Tea and Sym- 
pathy.” (4) None, (5) Paul Scofield, 
(6) Elizabeth Sellars, (7) Ivor 
Emmanuel, (8) Joan Heal, (9) Don- 





ald Pleasence, (10) Megs Jenkins, | 
(11) Tim Seely, (12) Elizabeth | 
Seal, (13) Peter Hall, (14) Ray 
Lawler. 


A, V. Cookman (The Times): 
(t) “Summer of the Seventeenth 


Doll, ” (2) “Grab Me a Gondola,” | 
(3) “The Chairs,” (4) “Damn! 
Yankees,” (5) Laurence Olivier, | 
(6) Edwige Feuillere, (7) None, | 
(8) None, (9) Richard Johnson, 
(10) Megs Jenkins, (11) None, (12) 
None, (13) Peter Hall, (14) John 
Osborne. 


Alan Dent (News Chronicle): (1) 
None, (28 “Grab Me a Gondola.” 
(3) “View From the Bridge,” (4) 
None, (5) Paul Scofield, (6) Perlita 
Neilson, (7) None, (8) None, (9) 
Lian Redmond, (10) Megs Jenkins, 
(11) Tim Seely, (12) Vivien Leigh, 
(13) Peter Brook, (14) John Os- 
borne. 

Frank Jackson (Reynolds News): 
(1) “The Quare Fellow,” (2) “Free 


as Air,” (3) “Camino Real,” (4) 
None, (5) Laurence. Olivier, (6) 
Helene Weigel, (7) Michael Al-| 
dridge, (8) Joan Heal, (9) George! 


Voskovec; (10) Ethel Gabriel, (11) 
Tim Seely, (12) None, (13) Michael 
Macowan, (14) Brendan Behan. 
Derek Monsey (Sunday Express): 
41) “Summer of the Seventeenth 
Doll.” (2) “Zuleika,” (3) “View 
From the Bridge,” (4) None, (5)| 
Paul Scofield, (6) Geraldine Me- 
Ewan, (7) Bernard Cribbins, (8)| 
None, (9) Alec Clunes, (10) Bertice| 
Reading, (11) None. (12) Barbara | 
Chilcott, (13) Peter Brook, (14) Leo! 
Lehman. 
Old Trouper (News of the 
World): (1) “Under Milk Wood,” 
(2) “Free as Air.” (3) “Diary of | 
Anne Frank,” (4) “Damn Yankees.” 
(5) Paul Scofield, (6) Perlita Neil- 


son, (7) Peter Woodthorpe, (8) Pa- 
tricia Bredin, (9) Sam Wana- 
maker, (10) Megs Jenkins, (11) 


Brian Bedford, (12) Elizabeth Seal, 
(13) Peter Brook, (14) Ray Lawler. | 
Moore Raymond (Sunday Dis- 
patch): (1) “Summer of the Seven-| 
teenth Doll.” (2) “Grab Me a Gon-| 
dola.” (3) “Tea and Sympathy,” 
(4) “Fanny.” (5) Laurence Olivier, 
(6) None, (7) Bill Kerr, (8) None 
(9) Bonar Colleano, (19) None, (11)! 
None, (12) Anna Massey, (13) 
Peter Brook, (14) Ray Lawler. | 
Robert Tee (Daily Mirror): (1) 
“Look Back in Anger.” (2) “Grab) 
Me a Gondola.” (3) “View From | 
the Bridge.” (4) “Fanny.” (9) Paul) 
Scdfield. (6) Elizabeth ‘Sellars. (7) | 
None, (8) Joan Heal, (9) Donald) 
Pleasence, (10) Brenda de Banzie.| 
(11) Tim Seely. (12) None, (13)! 
Peter Brook, (14) John Osborne. | 
Cecil Wilson (Daily Mail): (1) 
“Summer of the Seventeenth 
Doll,” (2) “Grab Me a Gondola.” 
(3) “Tea and Sympathy.” (4) 
“Damn Yankees,” (5) Paul Scofield. | 
(6) Perlita Neilson, (7) None, (8) 
Elizabeth Seal, (9) Ni#el Stock,! 
(10) Megs Jenkins. (11) Tim Seely, 
(12) Diana Fairfax, (13) Peter) 
Brook, (14) John Osborne. | 
Robert Wraight (The Star): 
“The Making of Mon.” (2) “Grab! 
Me a Gondola.” (3) “Tea and Svm-! 
vathy.” (4), None. (5) Pevl Sco-! 
field, (6) Perlita Neilson, (7) None, 
(8) Joan Heal. (9) None, (1%) Mees 
Jenkins, (11) Tim Svelv, (1%) None, 
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(13) Peter Brook, (14) Leo Lehman. 


| N. Y. 


Expect Off-B’way ‘Wives’ 
To Fold to $6,500 Loss 


The off-Broadway revival of 
“School for Wives,” which ends a 
nine-week run at the Theatre 
Marquee next Saturday (17), was 
capitalized at $6,500. It’s figured 
the venture will represent a loss 
of at least that amount. The clos- 
ing had originally been intended 
for last Sunday (11), but was ex- 
tended indefinitely “due to in- 
creased boxoffice trade.” 

The Moliere play, adapted by 
Thom Hitchell and J. Robert Dietz, 
was presented by Hitchell, Cassie 
Meer and Nicholas Wanamaker. 


KO’s Censorship 


Continued from page 37 











acting to halt performances of “La 
Ronde without having seen the 
play themselves. He declared, how- 
ever, “I do not wish to preclude a 
prosecution under the criminal 
statutes.” 

The court ruling was criticized 
by Rev. David OBrien, pastor of 
St. Margaret-Mary Church, Buz- 
zerds Bay, with a renewal of his 
warning to Catholics to shun the 
play. “Today; it seems the courts 
are favoring the people who break 
the law,” he said, “and this applies 
to the highest courts as well as the 
lowest. Authorities are being hin- 
dered “in carrying out their duties 
as a result of the courts action. 

In an editorial last Friday (9) the 
Boston Herald praised Judge 
Lurie’s decision to halt the “Cen- 
sorship in Bourne,” and rapped the 
local selectmen for “taking toe 
much on themselves.” The paper 
noted the distinction between pre- 
censorship, which is illegal under 
Constitutional guarantees of free 
speech and the press, and proper 
prosecution under the statutes 
covering obscenity, etc. 

Before obtaining the injunction, 
strawhat producer Byron had been 
presenting “La Rende” on an ad- 
mission-free basis. That was in 
order to avoid prosecution after 
Bourne officials had cancelled the 
theatre license to charge admission. 








Strawhat Turnover 


~—=~mmmm, Continued from page 57 Ga 


Rye, N. Y., which Philip J. Moloney 
is operating. That brings the total 








London Critics Poll Results 


Tabulation of selections by the London drama critics for the various 
“bests” of the 1956-57 West End season (July 1, '56-June 30, '57). 





1. Best New British Play 
“Summer of the Seventeenth Doll” .. 
“Under Milk Wood” 
“Look Back in Anger” 
“The Quare Fellow” 
“The Making of Moe" 


“Grab Me A Gondola” .. 
“Free As Air” 
“Zuleika” 


eee ew eeeeeeseee 


~N DD wee 
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“Tea and Sympathy” 

“A View From the Bridge” 
“The Chairs” ... 

“The Diary of Anne Frank” 
“Camino Real” ... 


were ee erate easee 
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“Damn Yankees” 
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5. Best Performance By the Male Lead in a con vay 
Paul Scofield (“A Dead Secret”) 
Laurence Olivier (“The Entertainer”) 
6. Best Performance By the Femme Lead in a ‘Straight Play 
Perlita Nelison (“The Diary of Anne Frank”) 
Elizabeth Sellars (“Tea and Sympathy”) 
Helene Weigel (“Mother Courage”) 
Edwige Feuillere (“La Parisienne”) ..............ccccccccses 
Geraldine McEwan (“The Member of the Wedding”) ......... 
7. Best Performance By the Male Lead in a Musical 
Dees Beene (Wren. AS Bi) 2. i... coed ccccecdeccevess 
Ivor Emmanuel (“Damn Yankees”) ...... ri esses 
Peter Woodthorpe (“Zuleika’”) 
Bill Kerr (“Damn Yankees”) 
i CS. as 5 oben. 2 Walp be-aeaeh do's’ ree aed Maa es 
8. Best Performance By the Femme Lead in a Musical 
Joan Heal (“Grab Me a Gondola”) 
Patricia Bredin (“Free As Air”) 
Se Sen C RMOUID IINN o.oo a «dca d's < emeibdwaic meatanieine < 
9. Best Male Supporting Performance (Straight Play or Musical) 
Donald Pleasence (“Restless Heart’) .. ah 
Richard Johnson (“Plaintiff in a Pretty Hat”) we hkwoosnreede 
Liam Redmond (“It’s the Geography That Counts”) . onngnsecienon 
Bonar Colleano (“A Hatful of Rain”) ............. ooreensenes on 
Bees Ges ("Whe Cape8i es... oo 0 9 0.050.000 cece cove 
Nigel Stock (“Subway in the Sky”) ............ 
George Voskovec (“The Diary of Anne Frank”) 
Sam Wanamaker (“A Hatful of Rain”) . 
10. Best Female Supporting Performance 
(Straight Play or Musical) 
Megs Jenkins (‘View From the Bridge” (2) “A Dead Secret” (5)) .. 
Brenda de Banzie (“The Entertainer’) = 
Bertice Reading (“A Member of the- Wedding”) 
Ethel Gabriel (“Summer of the Seventeenth Doll”) 
11. Most le sat New West End Actor 
Tim Seely (“Tea and Sympathy”) .. +" 
Brian Bedford (“The Young and the Beautiful”) ane anbien es 
12. Most Promising New West End Actress 
Margaret Whiting (“Antony and Cleopatra”) 
ers © Cr Pw ee cee beep be pt eben poe 
Barbara Chilcott (“The Glass Cage’) ......-+..seeeee Ritecadeaee 
Vivien Leigh (“Titus Andronicus”) ... 
Anna Massey (“Dear Delinquent”) ...........ceeee - 
Diana Fairfax (“A Month of Sundays”) .. ........+%. 
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on musical canvastops to 19 this 
season, one less than last semester. 
The two teepees that failed to 4 
open were the Melody Circle, Al- 

lentown, Pa., and the Melody Cir- | 
cus, Siilwaubes. 

Other operations, being bonded 
by Equity for the first time this | 
year, include the following, with | 
managers listed parenthetically: 

Beachwalk Playhouse, Chicago | 
(Noel Behn). 

Duke’s Oak Theatre, New Coop- 
erstown, N. Y. (Cheryl Maxwell). 


Kenley Players, Dayton, O. 
(John Kenley). 
Peabody Auditorium, Daytona 


Beach, Fla. (Roy A. Trombley). 
North Jersey Playhouse, 
Lee, N. J. (Robert Ludlum). 
Ledges Playhouse, Grand Ledge, 
Mich. (William L. Slout). 
Musicomedy __ Festival, 
Fla. (‘Sam Hirsch). 
Carousel Star Theatre, Myrtle 
Beach, S. C. (Charles C. Haynes 
Jr.). 
North Hatley (Quebec) 
house (Brigham Day). 
Green Mountain Playhouse, 


Fort 


Miami, 


Play- 


Poultney, Vt. (John Hurd). 

Ripon (Wis.) College Theatre 
| (George L. Anderson). 

Joy Thomson’s Tent Theatre, 
Ste. Agathe, Quebec (Joy Thom- 
son). 


Compass, St..Louis (David G. 
Shepherd). 
Red Barn Theatre, 
Mich. (James H. Dyas). 
Aqua Theatre, Seattle, 
(Walter A. Van Camp). 
Wilmington (O.) College Summer 
| Theatre (Hugh G. Heiland). 
Chelsea Playhouse, 
City, N. J. (James H. Day). 
Castle Heights Playhouse, Suna- 
pee, N. H. (Edward B. Shanley). 
Belleayre Playhouse, Highmount, 
(Kurt Neuman). 
Strand Theatre, Long Branch, 
N. J. (Manuel L. Roth). 


Saugatuck, 
Wash. 


Atlantic 


Maud’s Summer Bay, North 
Branch, N. Y. (Lee Krieger). 

Phoenicia (N. Y.) Playhouse 
(Adrian Hall). 


Port Carling (Ont.) Summer The- 
atre (James Hozak). 

Adams Memorial Theatre, Wil- 
liamstown, Mass. (Nikos Psacharo- 


| Robert Tee 





poulos). 


13. Best Director 
Peter Brook (“Titus Andronicus”) ..... 
Peter Hall (“Camino Réal”) ... Sp cccecktseeueteeedtestnasest 
Michael Macowari (‘The Seagull”) ..: Swe «se eebiope 
14. Most Promising ‘Playwright 
John Osborne (“Look Back in Anger” and “The Entertainer”) .... 
Ray Lawler (“Summer of the Seventeenth Doll”) 
Leo Lehmann (“Who Cares?”) 
Brendan Behan (“The Quare Fellow”) . 
Critics participating in the poll included Cecil Wilson (Daily Mail), 
(Daily Mirror). Harold Conway (Daily Sketch), Old 
Trouper (News of the World), Alan Dent (News Chronicle), Fran: 
Jackson (Reynolds News), Robert Wraight (The Star), Moore Ray- 
mond (Sunday Dispatch), Derek Monsey (Sunday Express), A. V. 
Cookman (The Times). 
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Cal. Firm Gets Warrant 
In Claim vs. Ole Olsen 


Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 

California Citrus Processors, 
Inc., obtained a bench warrant last 
week for the arrest of Ole Olsen, 
in connection with a default judg- 
ment for $11,000 growing out of 
the abortive revival of “Hellzapop- 
pin” in Hollywood in 1956. 


Firm charges that it loaned Ol- 
sen $8,000 for the production and 
the note hadn’t been paid. War- 
rant was issued on the complaint 
that a judgment also had been ig- 
nored and that the money due, in- 
— interest, had risen to $11,- 


London Critics 


Continued from page 57 








o eeennane ll . 
category covering best foreign mu- 
sical. “Tea and Sympathy” also 
nabbed another award with Tim 
Seely being named the most prom- 
ising actor. “Grab Me a Gondola” 
was an easy winner as the best 
British musical, with seven votes, 
with “Free As Air” (2) and “Zule- 
ika” (1) also-rans. Joan Heal, who 
stars in “Gondola,” was chosen the 
best femme performer in a musi- 
eal. 

Peter Brooks, whose directorial 
credits include “A View from the 
Bridge” and “Titus Andronicus,” 
had a walkover win as the best di- 
rector, with seven points, followed 
by Peter Hall with two votes, for 
his staging of “Camino Real.” John 
Osborne, author of the controver- 
sial “Look Back in Anger” and 
“The Entertainer,” was named the 
most promising playwright, being 
one point ahead of Ray Lawler, 





Allen Swift, operator of the Hy*: 
Park (N.Y.) Playhouse, will play 
the male lead in “Seven Year Itch” 
at the theatre next week. He's a 
tv-radio actor-announcer. 








Standard Legit Forms 


























the author of “Summer of the Stage Managers’ Time Sheets 
Seventeenth Doll.” Leo Lehmann, Box Office Reports 
who wrote “Who Cares?” was in bape Os bn Ete. 
third place. American Leg't:mate Theatre 
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Timid Indianapolis | 

Indianapolis has been having a 
censorship fuss involving use ef 
the main library for a meeting of 
the state Civil Liberties Union. Re- 
jecting the request at first 4-3, the 
city school board backtracked and 
approved 2-2 after Indianapolis 
Times and Catholic Record ridi- 
culed idea that civil rights were 
“too controversial” though the 
U. S. Constitution has 10 such 
amendments. 

“Completely shocked” by the 
civic officials attitude the Catholic | 
Record editorialized: | 

“What a sad state of affairs 
when reputable citizens find it dif-| 
ficult to obtain facilities for open) 
discussion simply because they are} 
concerning themselves with pestes-| 
tion—not of unpopular causes—} 
but of the civil rights and liberties 
of unpopular people.” Catholics 
were reminded that the country is 
full of minorities—“we are one of 
them.” “Some Catholics apparent- 
lv would prefer to find security in 
the approving smile of the Ameri- 
ean. Legion.” But, the editorial 
pointed out, “if Catholicism should 
ever become highly fnpopular 
again in the United States ... we 
wonder what the American Legion 
and various timid public officials 
would do about renting us a hall. 
We'd like to see ICLU around 
then.” 

Actual meeting was held with- 
out incident. 





| 





Kinsey Exits Saturday Night 

Gwyn Kinsey is out as editor 
of Saturday Night, Jack Kent) 
Cooke’s Toronto-published semi- 
monthly of business, politics and 
the arts. (Cooke also publishes 
Liberty, Canadian Home Journal, 
Farmer’s Magazine and_ several 
trade mags, and owns radio sta-| 
tion CKEY, Toronto; part of | 
CKOY, Ottawa, and Toronto Maple | 
Leafs ball team.) 

Kinsey is now editor of Oshawa, | 





Ont., Times-Gazette, in a General 52 Vanderbilt Avenue, were filing | 


Motors city near Toronto. He was 
previously editor of Woodstock 
Sentinel-Review. Replacing him 
as editor of Saturday Night is Rob- 
ert Majoribanks, who moved there 
from editing Canadian Home Jour- 
nal and previously, Farmer’s Maga- 
zine, 





Another British Folds 

Another British newspaper has 
folded due to economic conditions. 
The Weekly Journal, Aberdeen, 
Scotland, is closing after publish- 
ing at a financial loss for some 
considerable time, according to the 
management, Kemsley Newspapers 
Ltd. It is stated that recently 
there have been additional in- 
creases in production costs to add 
to the already high cost of news- 
print in the UK. 

All members of the staff of the 
Weekly Journal have been absorbed 
into the production of the Aber- 
deen Press & Journal and the 
Aberdeen Evening Express. 








‘Curtis 2 Uns Vs. 1 Down 
Gains in ad lineage in both the | 
Ladies Home Journal and Holiday | 
offset losses in the Saturday Eve- | 
ning Post as Curtis Publishing Co. | 
reported higher gross operating | 
reveques and net incomes for the 
first half of 1957. 

Earnings were $4,195,508 equal 
to 95c. a common share as com- 
pared with $3,803,141, or 7lc. a 
common share for the first six 
months of last year. Gross operat- 
ing revenues were upped to $100,- 
501,789 from $93,113,630 in the 
corresponding period of 1956. 





Detroit’s ‘Oz’ Hassle 
Detroit Times has built into a 
feature series the hassle between 
Ralph Ulveling, director of the 
Detroit Public Libraries, and Mich- 
igan State English Dept. chairman 
Russel B. Nye over the “Oz” books. 





Seeks A. L. Clarke Data 

Joseph Quentin Riznik is prepar- 
ing a study of the role of the late 
Arthur L. Clarke as an American 
newsmaker. He'd appreciate cor- 
respondence from those who knew 
Clarke when he was founding editor 
of Los Angeles Examiner, found- 
ing editor of N. Y. Daily News, 
editor of the San Francisco Chron- 
iele and editor-in-chief of San Jose 
(Cal.) Mercury-Herald. Letters and 
reminiscences would help. 

Riznik’s address: Press & Union 
—— Club, San Francisco (2), 
Sal. ; 





Ellery Queen’s New Owner 
Bernard G. Davis, who resigned 
as president of the Ziff-Davis Pub- 
lishing Co. last July, has uired 
control of the Mercury and ry 
mags. Control was pur- 


Davis is seeking other availabl 
magazine properties. 


Frederic Danney and Manfred | 


Lee, who originated the Ellery 
Queen mag, will continue as edi- 
tors. Also retained will be its seven 
foreign lanuage editions, British, 


French, Italian, Portuguese, Aus- 
tralian and Japanese. Furman will 
continue to publish under the im- 


print of Fantasy House, Best Seller 
Mystery, Fantasy Science Fiction 


and Mercury Mystery Book Mag- 
| azine, 





CHATTER 


Ulveling has banned the late L. | 


Frank Baum tomes from the library 
sh 
value” and typify “negativism.” 
American Book  Informaticn 
Service, in Miami, finished an 
American Book Publications Guide, 
listing the rights holders of Ameri- 
can books for foreign countries. 


Grayfair Publishing Corp. has | 


been aythorized to conduct pbusi- 
ness in New York, with capital 
stock of 200 shares, no par value. 
Directors are: Eugene L. Pollock 
of Philadelphia; Edward Heller of 
Upper Darby, Pa.; Joseph M. Ad- 
rian of Scarsdale, ‘N.Y. Hartman, 
Sheridan & Teulsky, N.Y., were 
filing attorneys. 

Speidel Editors Association Inc., 
an Iowa company, filed a statement 


| designating its New York State 


offices for the conduct of a busi- 
ness in furnishing advisory setv- 
ices to editors and others, as 
Memorial Square in Poughkeepsie. 
Harry S. Bunker is president. Van 
DeWater and Van DeWater, of 
Poughkeepsie, were filing attor- 
neys at Albany. 

Davis Periodicals Inc. has been 
authorized to conduct a printing 
and publishing business in New 
York. Capital stock is 290 shares 
of preferred, at $100 par value. 
and 200 common, at no par value. 
Engel, Judge, Miller & Sierling, 


attorneys. 


Gotta ‘Boost’ 


=m Continued from page 1 


Mann production unit from Helly- 
wood described as “an organized 
Southern program of embarrass- 
ment” drove the film folk out of 
Augusta. 

















| banning said: “Naturally I'm disap- 
| pointed that we have been asked 
| not to show ‘Island In the Sun’ 
but since we agreed to abide by the 
decision, we'll just have to go 
along.” Sunset is owned by Dave 
and Abner Lebovitz who also own 
several other Memphis houses. 


‘Western’ Poland 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


+eseseseeeeeees By Frank Scully 





| Oslo, Aug. 13. 

| Recapitulating the hits and misses of actors in the alien field of 
po.itical economy, it would seem they come out better when they 
mind their own business. It’s too bad this has been so, for they are 
citizens and often in the upper brackets as taxpayers. As such it should 
give them as much right to sound off on issues of the day as, say, a 














elves in the belief “they have no | 


=a Continued from page 2 = 
them continue to dwell on heavy} 
themes, such as the terrible days of} 
the war, resistance and resurrec- | 
tion. Few comedies are made. Fa- 
cilittes are limited, there being 
only two studios with six - sound! 
Stages located outside of Warsaw) 
and a documentary centre in the} 
town itself. Documentaries being! 
turned out are “black films”—two | 
reelers concerning the problems of | 
a socialized state, prostitution, dy-| 
ing towns, housing problems, old) 
age, etc. This type of fare is not | 
popular with the localites but the 
field of factual film-reking ex- 
pectedly will yield some new talent. 

Restrictions are being eased, as| 
witness the export of Tadeush)| 
Marcacynski’'s “Village” to Venice. | 
Picture had been banned here nine | 
years because it dwelt upon a vil-| 
lage untouched by Communist, in- | 
| fluences. 

Also, film critics are now being} 
| taken seriously, whereas a year 
|ago their recommendations had 
| been taken to mean the pictures’ 
| under discussion were dull. 
| Features are made at from $100,-| 
| 000 to $200,000. 





| Warsaw has about as many legit) 
| houses as picture theatres and here 
j}again the public’s yearning for 
| lightness is apparent. Three com- 

edies are presented for each seri- 
/ous drama or propaganda play 
| Among the recent offerings were 


|}Samuel Beckett’s “Waitfng for 
| Godot” and Jean-Paul Sartre's 
'*The Flys.” In the planning stage 





jare Arthur Miller's “Crucible” and 
| Tennessee Williams’® “Cat on a Hot | 
Tin Roof.” | 
| Jaazz is commonplace here, New 
, and old Yank songs are heard) 
| everywhere and the nitery bands 
,come through with slick turns, Al- 
| though the city is in financial dol- 
| drums, the three night spots, the 
| Bristol, Kameraina and Gong, do 
| S.R.O. business nearly every night 
|at $1 cover and $3 per person ay- 
| erage tab. 

| Television is rare and radio is 





Meanwhile at least one c 
ity is not too proud. It’s Kennesaw, 
Ga., where the necessary dilapida- 
tion is said to be available via N. L. 
Shivers, a Greyhound bus driver 
who's one of the city council. 

Meanwhile, J. H. Thompson, 
president of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners and Operators of 
Georgia, was. scouting around for 


other possiblé filming locations for | 


“God's Little Acre.” 

R. M. Silver, who refused to rent 
the film company his cotton mill in 
Augusta for certain scenes, said: “I 
just didn’t think it would be good 
for the Augusta area.” All of the 
mill operators and other Augusta 
residents who were approached re- 
portedly felt the same way. 

Cast including Aldo Ray, Robert 
Ryan, Buddy Hackett and Tina 
Louise, is standing by and that, will 
cost considerable money if filming 
is delayed much longer. 





Arkansas Town’s Echo 
Memphis, Aug. 13. 

When this burg, celebrated in 
the trade press for its bluenosery, 
recently banned 20th-Fox’s “‘Is- 
land In the Sun,” the action was 
deemed par for the Memphis folk- 
ways. It was immediately assumed 
that the film would exhibit, as have 
nearly all Memphis discards, in the 
haven across the Mississippi River, 
namely, West Memphis, Arkansas. 

Now the mayor of the latter, H. 
B. Price, has decided the goo-goo 
eyes Joan Fontanne makes in the 
direction of Harry Belafonte in the 
film is too jeopardizing. 

Said Booster Price: “There can 
be no good reason for risking the 
harmonious situation that now ex- 
ists by showing it. A majority of 

tizens viewing it recommended 

at it not be exhibited.” 

M. A. Lightman Sr., owner of the 
Avon house at West Memphis and 
other Southern. theatres said: 
“Since I told Mayor Price that I 
would abide by the decision of the 
officials and they have seen fit to 
ban it, there is nothing more to 
be done. I have no further com- 
ment to make.” 

B. W. (Dub) McKinney, Sunset 
Drive-In manager where - “Sun” 





Queen 
chased from Joseph W. Furman. 





was also booked after the Memphis 


| taken up with U. S. jazz and talk 
| 
—_—_——X—X—XKX—aK—KJ-_!_: 
| 


Mexico TY Link 


Continued from page 1 








| with Azcarraga is the O'Farrell 
| family, who have had dickerings 
|W ith CBS. 


U.S.-Cuba Link 

Miami, Aug. 13. | 
| Television signals will be bounced 
| over the horizon between Cuba and} 
| the United States by Sept. 12.) 
| American Telephone & Telegraph 
stated that work on an over-the-| 
|horizon telephone and television | 
| link was almost completed. } 
| Arrangement, unlike the con- 
| ventional microwave relay, does 
| not call for sending and receiving 
| stations in sight of each other or 
for intermediate siations, New 
| system cost AT&T $3,000,000 to 
| build, and was designed to allevi- 
'ate plethora of phone calls placed 
between here and Havana. New 
system will be able to transmit 
| 200 calls and two tv programs at 
the same time. 

System will traverse the 185 
miles between Florida City, 35 
miles south of Miami, and Gua- 
nabo, 14 miles from Havana. 


Chicago Seaway 
ames Continued from page 1 eee 


though being pushed by city hall, 
are the most tentative. According 
| to the mayor’s office the realization 
of this venture depends on the 
approval of the motion picture 
industry. The mayor is awaiting 
the opinion of Eric Johnston on 
this matter. Johnston has been in 
Europe, and no answer has as yet 
been reecived. 

In addition to the vast entertain- 
ment projects contemplated by the 
Association of Commerce and In- 
dustry, it is certain that niteries 
here will be equally keen on pro- 
viding top attractions for the 
tourist trade and that local tv will 
find plenty of fodder throughout 
the year. 














| feminine tres 


cabinet member who, after all, is a business man trying to act like a 
male lead. But when actors become critics of the social order it seems 
that some part of their transient public goes thataway. Even Lady 
Vivien Leigh protesting in the House of Lords that the St. Jame’s 
Theatre should not be razed to make way for some lousy office build- 
ing only got herself escorted from chambers instead of being honored 
for her defense of a crumbling temple of entertainment. 

But even those who have put only a toe in tepid political waters 
during campaigns have gained little or nothing for their bravado. I 
don’t know about Robert Montgomery I once saw him duck crossing 
a picket line, but I doubt if being Ike's t.v. director has enriched him 
as it would, say, if he had been un homme d'affaire, in the cabinet and 
drop a hint to a fellow cabinet officer that the brand of motor cars 
he used to peddle would look very nice if used by our embassies 
around the world. In these small business skirmishes it is accepted 
that to the victor belongs the spoils. 

One of the patriots who seemed to me to have succeeded as both 
an actor and a man of decided political opinions was Hans Jacob 
Nilsen of Oslo, Norway. I can talk about him freely because he has 
been dead four months. Unlike most actors, he had a vital profession 
to use in case of retreat, for he was a graduate of engineering. 

We have been honored by a whole series of formal suppers in Nor- 
way and at one of them I met the actor's widow, Sofie Nilsen—a sad. 
beautiful woman—but I had confused her most of the evening with a 
gay twin sister, Marie Friman Dahl. The mother herself of three chil- 
dren and wife of the country’s leading radiologfst, the twin sister 
Marie used to take on the role of guarding the actor from alien 
passes at such times as his wife had to repair to a mater- 
ity hospital. This happened quite often, as the Nilsens had four chil- 
dren. About one of them—Otto, now a medical student—I heard a story 
which would squeeze tears out of a marhbie statue of a Borgia. 

None of them would have got into trouble if their father had been 


| a supine, pliable flunkey of whatever politicians were in power. But 


he was a patriot first and an actor second. The Norwegians call him a 
“fight-happy.” lovable realist of their stage. That was not quite the 
thing as if they said he were slap-happy. He was a great actor with a 
beautiful voice and from his student days in engineering at Trondhjem 
seemed to know how to engineer a play so as to make even an under- 
graduate production look professional. 

He lived in his time and believed that a play should always be a 
vital issue in the lives of people. If it were a museum piece it should 
Stay in the museum. When he came back from exile after the war it 
was to work for a free Norwegian stage. He staged Bteinbeck’s “The 
Moon Is Down” and gate it a vitality and strength which it certainly 
lacks in reading. 

Ten years previously Marc Connelly’s “Guds gronne enger” (“Green 
Pastures”) had been yanked by the cops as blasphemous. Nilsen tried 
it again with a Danish director and it succeeded without a murmur of 
protest. He produced “Peer Gynt” in new Norwegian with new music 
by Harold Severud. Up to then people had thought more of Grieg's 
music than Ibsen's play and for Nilsen to take all the phony roman- 
ticism from it and piay it down to earth was practically dissecting the 
flag for its color values. But the critics gave him credit for a great vic- 
tory over a dead past. 

: Elsinore, Norway—Same Problem 

In 1947 he produced “Hamlet” at the National Theatre and played 
the title role himself as if Hamlet's problem and his own under the 
Nazi occupation had been one and the same problem. They may not 
have realized it, but that was the reason he got the critic’s award and 
later the Hamlet medal for his performance at Kronborg. He knew 
what Hamlet was up against, surrounded by enemies, because he had 
been surrounded by enemies of his country until the underground 
signal came to get over the border. 

A realist, he was a constructive man of the theatre, inventive and 
in technical skill close to a magician. Whether dealing with Shakes- 
peare, Holberg or Eugene O'Neill, he was contributing something be- 
sides acting, for he was as well-read as they and was a cultural per- 
sonality of the first rank in Norwegian life. 

In the 30's he did not hide his views, least of all against the growing 
Nazi menace, He knew what he was doing and what would happen to 
Norway if more of them didn’t know what they were doing. He started 
professionally as a first violinist after he had made a success as a 
student-actor in “Baccarat.” It was at Trondhjem that he was first 
engaged as a pro in acting and after two years moved to the Bergen 
Theatre. He played Bjornson and Ibsen and moved on in time to Oslo 
and the National theatre. 

In 1929 he headed a lot of newcomers in Helge Krog’s “Konkylien.” 
All of them, particularly Tore Segelcke, Einar, Rod and Odd Frogg, 
have since become famous. In the same year Per Lindberg came from 
Sweden and put on O'Neill's “Strange Interlude.” Hans Jacob Nilsen 
Starred. in it. That year, too, he directed Sheriff's “Reisen Slutt” 
(“Journey's End”), The next-year he starred in Elmer Rice's “Strect 

ne.” 


He got a chance as producer of the Norwegian Theatre to throw a 
few more bombs into the old guard. His most impudent production 
was Holberg’s old “Jeppe.” which he staged in New Norwegian. He 
supplied the leading character with golf clubs and the servants with 
vacuum cleaners and got more anger than approval for his insolence. 

The Nazi Hangman Remembers 

He retreated to Bergen and as head of the National Scene there he 
first attacked the Nazis by producing Per Lagerkvist's “Boddelen” 
(“The Hangman.”) Quisling and kraut intelligence put him down as 
No. 1 of the entertainment world to be liquidated when they took over 
Norway. 

He gave theatregoers a series of plays to wake them up to the com- 
ing dangers, including Robert Sherwood’s “Idiot's Delight.” Thanks 
to Nilsen, Bergen became the most important centre of the Norwegian 
theatre. 

When the Norwegian underground gave him the sign that his num- 
ber wes up and it was time for him to blow, he escaped to Sweden. 

And when the krauts learned that, they began hunting around to 
roust his family. 

The Norwegians knew this was their perfidious formula, but his wife 
was down with pneumonia when he left and couldn't escape with him. 
So her family hid her in the woods where her father, Dr. Nils Roede, 
nursed her back to health. Afterward they got her ready to go with 
their small children for “the hayride” to Sweden. It was a long, slow 
trip and they had the problem of keeping little Otto, the youngest, 
from. crying in his homesickness. They drilled him in the danger to 
them all if he should let out so much as a whimper while hidden in 
the hay as they neared and crossed the Nazi-guarded Swedish border. 
It would mean death to all of them, he was warned. 

It took three days to reach the point of highest danger. Dr. Roede 
had given Otto’s mother a hypo of morphine to inject into the little 
boy if the terror became unbearable. All of them scarcely breathed 
until they were well into Sweden. 

Emerging :iom the hay, the little boy fell into his father’s arms and 
uttered what to me belongs among the imperishable words of brave 


men. 
“Am I free to cry now?” he asked. 
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Broadway 


New York City theatres are com- 
ing to the aid of permanent per- 
sonal registration. Houses will 
show a trailer featuring Cornelia 
Otis Skinner urging Gotham cit- 
izens to register now. 

David McDowell and Ivan Obo- 
lensky hosting the debut reception 
of the publishing house bearing 
their names in honor of Andrew 
Lytle, whose book, “The Velvet 
Horn,” is the first publication of 
their firm. 

Florian Zabach headlined a stage 
bill presented as of a two- 
hour show in the Strand, Albany, 
last Thursday morning (8) for the 
benefit of the Will Rogers Me- 
morial Hospital. He’s current at 
Fred Yezzi's Colony Club in Al- 
bany. 

The West German Neue Illus- 
trierte is running a series of ar- 
ticles on N. Y. actress Christians 
Felsmann, a war bride who re- 
turned to the stage and didn’t gat 
further than being understudy in 
several Broadway shows. Series is 
authored by Kurt Juhn and is 
headed for syndication. 

Lillian Roth's new book, “Beyond 
My Worth,” may be published in 
a “leading” magazine sometime in 
the fall; will come out in cove. 
form during January. So the ac- 
tress-singer-author said in an inter- 
view with Martha Brooks on WGY, 
Schenectady, last week—while she 
was starring in “The Primose Path" 
at the Spa Summer Theatre in 
Saratoga. 

Author - playwright Cleveland 
Amory, Hartford Times theatre 
editor-columnist Allen M. Widem, 
novelist Fannie Hurst, historian 
Pierre Van Paassen, foreign cor- 
respondent Hal Lehrman, mystery 
writer Hal Q. Masur, and Dorothy 
Gordon, New York Times “Youth 
Forums,” are among journalistic 
fraternity speaking at this month's 
Cracker Barrel, Americana, at 
Lake Tarleton (N. H.) Club. 

Eight fellowships for the Middle- 
bury College Bread Loaf Writers’ 
Conference in Middlebury, Vt., 
Aug. 14-29 as set by conference di- 
rector John Ciardiare: 

May Swenson of New Directions, 
Robert Frost Fellowship in Poetry; 
Jane Mayhall radio-tele dramatist, 
Fletcher Pratt Memorial Fellow- 
ship in Prose; Dan Wakefield of 
The Nation, Bernard DeVoto Fel- 
lowship in Prose; Alma Brodie, 
who is working on her second 
novel, Bread Loaf Fellowship in 
Prose; Joseph C. Dever of Cam- 
bridge, Mass., labor union journal- 
ist, Funk and Wagnalls Fellowship 
in Prose; Leonard J. Drohan of 
Chicopee Falls, Mass., who expects 
publication of his first novel in 
August; Gerald Gottlieb, New York 
book reviewer, Weekly Reader 
Children's Book Club Fellowship 
in Juvenile Literature, and Richard 
Moore, Boston U. teacher, Bread 
Loaf Fellowship in Poetry. 


Philadelphia 
Dave Kane now handling area 
publicity for Universal. 


Benny Harris, American Film, 
mending after heart attack. 

Jane Russell here for “Fuzzy 
Pink Nightgown” ballyhoo this 


week 
Chuck Berry, who recorded the 


hit, “School Day,” now at the 
Showboat 

Elmer Pickard, vet Stanley War- 
ner manager, leaving post at Mast- 


baum for art supply business. 

Sheldon Tromberg ankles Screen 
Guild to join J. Arthur Rank staff 
as branch manager in Cincinnati. 

Mel Brodsky selected as entrant 
in the Olympics, held in Israel. 
Father, Dave Brodsky, is theatre 
decorator 


Vaughn Monroe, singer and 
band leader, made a hit on his! 
musical comedy debut in “Annie) 
Get Your Gun” at Brandywine 
Music Box. 

Area drive-in operators formed 
an association to handle problems 
peculiar to outdoor’ exhibition. 


Melvin Fox -named chairman of 
the committee to draw up by-laws 
for new organization, which will 
be affiliated with Allied of Eastern 
Pennsylvanian. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C, Pullen P 
William Swetland quitting Fred 
McConnell's repertory theatre to 


try luck in New York tele and stage 
plays 


Sloan Simpson checked into 
Chagrin Falls strawhatter to guest- 
Star in “Reclining Figure” for next 


two weeks. 
Ed Clark, ex-newspaperman who 
moved to Hill-Knowlton agency, 
made Fanny Arms’ publicity aide 
at Cleveland Play House. 
William F. MeDermott, 


ropean citadels on column-writing 
trek. 

Hal York, associate of Bill Ran- 
dle, deejay here, installed Wendell 
Tracy orch and new entertainment | ¢, 
policy of visiting disk personalities J. 
in Eddie Harwood’s Green Darby| “jack Warner due here Sept. 9 
Club. . _,.|for confabs with WB and Associ- 

Equity chorus at Musicarnival | steq British toppers. 

Tent Theatre, operated by Johnny, The Edwards Brothers, currently 
Bishop and Robert H. Bishop 3d, in the Hippodrome vaude layout, 
having hassle over alleged over-| are topping the Savoy cabaret. 

time rehearsals and special privi- Geoffrey Horne signed by Otto 
leges. __|Preminger for a lead role in “Bon- 

Benno Frank staging musical | jour Tristesse.” 
plays for Antioch College's straw-|' Israel Becker of the Habimah 
jhatter and Toledo's Zoo Amphi-| Players on the prowl for plays to 
| theater-as well as producing Kara-| be staged by his company in Israel. 
mu Theatre’s fall opener, “Pipe| Joyce Blair took over Joan Heal’s 
Dream.” starring role in the West End mu- 

_ sical hit, “Grab Me A Gondola.” 
B ton Lillian Gish guest of honor at a 
star in her first British pic, “Orders 
_By Guy Livingston ito Kill,” which Anthony Asquith 
(344 Little Bldg.; HAncock 6-8386) | is directing for British Lion. 
Jane Russell due this week. | Sean Connery loaned to Para- 


: . |mount by 20th-Fox for the lead 
Kim Novak in for press rounds. | opposite Lana Turner in “Another 


London 


(Temple Bar 5041/9952) 
Leo Jaffe, Columbia veepee and 
easurer, in for talks with Mike 
Frankovich. 





Hal Kirlis press agenting the|Time, Another Place.” which 
| Trans-Lux for its first run bow. | Joseph Kaufman starts Sept. 16. 
| Tubby Boots current at the! Jeffrey Hunter p'aned in from 


| Lewis Room, Beach Plaza Hotel, | 
| Revere. 

Robert E. Marshall, former band 
and act agent of MCA, named pub- 


Paris 


Die,” which Victor Vicas is direct- 


press reception on her arrival to; 


| Sheree North guest of Sa 


and Annemarie Duringer ’ . . 
from Switzerland to begin their co- up of Eddie Fisher for re-installa- | , 
starring roles in “Count 5 and|tion when the singing star opens|her role in “The Silent Enemy,” 


where “Bim-Bam-Bum” revue is 
playing and erecting office build- 
ing. 

Gabriela Roepke, professor of 
theatrical arts in the Academy of 
Dramatic Arts, and playwright, to 
U. S. on Fulbright scholarship at 
North Carolina. 

Walter Foeger, Libby Sylvester, 
Matthias Tarnay, Laura Pew and 
William Sylvester of Manor Stu- 
dios, Westport, Conn., here to 
shoot five sports shorts for Pan- 
agra, 


Las Vegas 

By Forrest Duke 

(DUdley 26100) 
Ritz Bros. opened Thursday (18) 
at the Flamingo. 

Deal set for Spike Jones to come 

}into Riviera for four-framer Sept. 
| 4. 





_ Hollywood - 


John van Druten incorporated. 

Gilmor Brown to Hawaii for va- 
cation. , 

Jody McCrea in town on a 14- 
+ furlough. 

dward Muhl planed te Europe 
for production confabs. 

Cecil B. DeMille celebrated 76th 
birthday Monday (12). 

James H. Nicholson returned 
from Gotham exhib meet. 

Over 800 members of Screen Di- 
rectors’ Guild signed for new 
health insurance program. 

Thesp Leo Needham receives the 
Distinguished Flying Cross today 
(Tues.) for bravery in action in 
Korea. 
| Lethar Wolff ankling the Louis 
|De Rochemont organization after 
|many years to launch his own indie 
| production firm. 





Ray Bolger working on record 
jalbum of his better known num- | Rome 
| bers. | By Robert F. Hawkins 


|choreographers Sonia Shaw & Bill 
| Hitchcock. 


Trop dusting off its 28-foot blow- 


"Bill | 


(Archmede 145; Tel. 800 211) 


Pan American Airways planning 
|a new non-stop New York-to-Rome 
| service on a tri-weekly basis. 

Alida Valli is in Gibraltar for 





| Aug. 20. | directed by William Fairchild, and 


licity director of WBZ-WBZA. 

Allied Artists Ben Abrams 35th) 
anni playdate drive set for Aug. 15 
to Oct. 15, honoring AA’s district 
manager. 

George Kraska, Embassy Pic-| 
tures _exploitation chief, expected 
back at his desk in a few weeks 
after hospitalization. 

Ben Sack opened his new Gary 
film house, former Plymouth legit- 
er, with “Pride and Passion” pre- | 
ceded by N. E. press preem. : 

Boston Traveler began twice a/ 
week publication of first jazz col-| 
umn by John McKellan, jazz au-| 
thority, and director of WHDH | 
“Top Shelf” jazz program. 

Pearl Landers taking stars from | 
Lee Falk's Boston Summer Thea- 
tre to entertain vets at Army, Navy | 
and veteran's hospitals in area) 
with Ja Woods, company man- 
ager, making arrangements. 


Havana 
By Jay Mallin 
(Calle 13 No. 416, Vedado; F-6579) 
Warner Film Festival at Duplex. | 


“Streetcar Named Desire” at 
Sala Talia, 
“Bundle of Joy” (RKO-U) at 


America and Rodi. 

“War and Peace” (Par) coming 
to Santiago's Cuba theatre. 

Conde of New York has com- 
pleted filming neo-realist picture, 
“Backs Turned.” 

U.S. Inter-Island Hotel Corp. 
purchased new St. Johns Hotel as 
first step in creating hotel and. 
motel chain in Cuba. | 

Bertin Perez named manager of | 
Havana's Capri hotel, slated for) 
opening in November. 

U.S. newsmen who have visited 
Cuba in recent weeks included 
N. Y. Times’ Herbert Matthews, | 
Herald-Tribune’s Tom Lambert, 
AP’s Larry Allen, CBS's Peter 
Kalischer and Chicago Tribune's | 
Jules Dubois. 


Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 
(Fiim House, Sydney) | 





Metro seeking additional ozoner | 

| sites coast-to-coast here. 

Local Movietone News will 

/switch to C’Scope in near future. 
Eric Porter is producing ani- 

|mated cartoons for the U. S. mar- 


| “Boy on Dolphin” (20th) prov- 
|ing surprise hit at Mayfair, Syd- | 
| ney, for Hoyts’ loop. } 
| Metro readying the Aussie| 
|preem of Ealing’s “The Shiralee,” | 
starring Peter Finch. 
| Roger Livesey and Ursula Jeans 
| will star in “The Great Sebastians” 
for J. C, Williamson Ltd. 
|" Mike Noonan, local scripter, 
| signed by Associated-British to 
|term contract. He'll headquarter 
}in London. 

| Hoyts’ cinema loop will feature | 
| U. S.-made road safety pix in 180 
houses here in an effort to reduce 
reati accidents. 

Lee Gordon due back from the 
U. S. late August to set plans for 
summer season of U. S. stars over 
his Stadium chain. } 

David N. Martin winding up 
|}good run with “Calypso Capers” 
jat Tivoli, Sydney. Show features 
Singing Boys of Mexico. 
| “Chalk Garden” preems Aug. 31 
|at Comedy, Melbourne, with Dame 
| Sybil Thorndike and Lewis Casson, 
for J. C. Williamson Ltd. 
| Understood that Aussie exhibs 
will continue to press for right to 
|reject British pix on a 25% basis, | 
|same as applied to U. S. product. | 


| Robert Pomie, Mary Gilder and | 
vet | Ken Melville joined the Borivan-| erating. 


drama ¢@ritic of Plain Dealer, visit- | sky Ballet for the 1957-8 season | 
ing Berlin, Vienna and other Eu-j| under the J, C, Williamson banner.|of tearing down Opera Theatre 


a 


|ing for 20th-Fox. | 


| Barney Balaban were crossing the | from the Riviera to the Dunes, ap- 


Larry Douglas’ wife, Onna 

Alton A. Brody, veepee of Gen-| White, inked to do the choreog- | 
eral Film Laboratories Corp. of|raphy for “The Music Man,” Ker-| 
Hollywood, sailed for N. Y, on the|mit Bloomgarden-Meredith Wilson 
Caronia last Wednesday (7). Betsy| musical due on B'way in the fall. 
Drake, Martin Moskowitz and Mrs.|_ “Pajama Game,” which moved 


| Atlantic on the Queen Elizabeth. | 


Sol Hurok is returning to the U.S. 
on the Liberte. 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
(22 Farney Pk. Dublin 684506) 


“Story of Esther Costello” (Col) 
in censor hassle. 

Variety Tent 41 has set Sept. 8 
for its annual convention. 

Philips organization readying to 
produce tele sets at Clonskeagh, 


Dublin. 


Vie Lewis Band in from England, 
with songstress Irma Logan for 
terpery tour. 

George Brown and George Pol- 
lock to lens “Rooney” here for J. 
Arthur Rank. 

Jim ~Fitzgerald, producer for 
Dublin Globe Theatre, heading 


| newly-formed Dublin Attors’ Stu- 


io. 
Edmond Grace, finance control- 


|ler of Irish Odeon group, named 


prexy of Irish Theatre and Cinema 
Assn. for 1957. 

Ronald Ibbs returns to U.S. in 
September with Dublin Players; 
Siobhan O'Casey, playwright Sean 
O’Casey’s daughter, joins company 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 

Clare Luce back at her Ridge- 
field farm. 

Judy Holliday holidaying at 
Nash’s Island. 

Eva LeGallienne has_ record 
summer class at While Barn The- 
atre. 

Lawrence and Armina Langner 
will be hosts to the “Bells Are 
Ringing” cast at their Cannondale 
farm next Sunday. 

Ralph Lycett, longtime press rep 
at Country Playhouse, expected to 


| leave Norwalk Hospital this week 


after attention for leg ailment. 
Jane Morgan and Carmen Caval- 
laro guests at Fairffield “Pops” 
Concerts Friday (24) with Gustave 
Haenschen conducting- Community 
Symphony. 
Atlantic City 
By Joe W. Walker 
(2-0266) 
Arthur Lee Simpkins 
last week at Club Harlem. 
Hilda Simmons featured in War- 
wick’s Bamboo Lounge. 
Lionel Hampton into Cotton 


Club for one night stand Fri- 
day (16). 


opened 


parently will continue its habit of 
breaking Vegas b.o. records. 
Dunes maitre d’ Johnny Morelli, 
sez the musical has reservations 
coming in at a faster clip than those 
for the record-breaking Minsky 
show. 

Carol Channing’s. revised sked 
has her winding up Trop chores 
|Aug. 20 and opening the Amer- 
licana, Miami Beach, on Aug. 21. 


Minneapolis 

by Les Rees 
Mitch Miller flew in from New 
| York. 
| “The Showoff” on tap at Edyth 
| Bush Little Theatre. 
| Duluth, Minn., Theatre 61 pre- 
senting “The Happy Time.” 
| Harry Belafonte and his troup 
| here this week for four Radio City 
performances. 

Lucille & Eddie Roberts into 
|Hotel Radisson Flame Room efor 
|their 10th engagement. 
| Old Log summer theatre offer- 
ing “Will Success Spoil Rock Hun- 
ter?” on heels of film’s preem 
here. 

Louis Lytton, 80-year old New 
York tv actor, an erstwhile local 
Old Log strawhatter cast member, 
vacationing here. 

Second of Minneapolis Sym- 
phony’s “Music Under Stars” se- 





ries, with Met songstress Elaine 
Malbin as guest soloist, drew 
000 


7,000. 

Following Hotel Radisson Flame 
Room fortnight engagement, St. 
Paul’s singing Schmitz Sisters off 
to Las Vegas to appear with Guy 
| Lombardo orch. 


Copenhagen 


By Victor Skaarup 

| Ximenez Vargas showing Span- 
|ish ballet at Det ny Teater. 

| German songstress 
| Malkowsky touring Denmark. Her 
| disk hits producing big turnout for 
|open-air concerts. 

“Rock Around The Clock” (Col) 
tremendous hit at Bristol and Pla- 
tan, the police having difficulty 
controlling the juve crowds after 
last performance. 

William Thourlby going to Lon- 
|don from here to play in the Wil- 
| liam Gargan TV-series “Martin | 
|Kane?’ Due back in N.Y. in Sep- | 
|tember. Next year he hopes to 
repeat film work in Denmark. 
| Biggest legit success is Alle- 
|scenen’s “The Seven Year Itch,” | 





Liselotte | 


co-starrjng Laurence Harvey. 

Mrs. Charles (Doris) Vidor, 
daughter of Harry Warner, joined 
yacht honeymoon party of Bruno 
Pagliai and Merle Oberon, cur- 
rently on a Mediterranean cruise. 

Belgrade reports that two Walt 
Disney reps have arrived there to 
visit the Jugoslay Museum of Folk- 
lore with a view to a possible Dis- 
ney project involving Jugo folk 
and lore. 

Ava Gardner the only star set 
so far, pending approval, for the 
“Goya” project being prepped by 
Titanus’ for Albert Lewin direc- 
tion. Pic would roll in Spain next 
year. 

Joan Crawford off to Beirut with 
husband Alfred Steele following 
brief Roman stop-over. Star will 
probably attend this year’s Venice 
Film Festival, where her pic, 
“Story of Esther Costello,” is in the 
running as a British entry. 


Chicago 
Annual Variety Club Golf Out- 
jing set for next Friday (23). 
| Jesse Owens, onetime Olympic 
star, bagged a deejay assignment 
at WAAF. . 

Tom Duggan making his annual 
strawhat appearance here at Drury 
Lane Theatre in “Seven Year 
Itch.” 

Henry Balaban heading annual 
Variety Club Golf Outing to be 
held at Elmhurst Country Club 
next Friday (23). 

Robert Clary, Jack Teagarden, 
Jackie Cain & Roy Kral and Ana- 
morena all dated for WBBM-TV’s 
“In Town Tonight” this week. 

Actor - writer - producer, Edward 
| J. Nugent, here this week on spe- 
cial promo for American Airlines’ 
new Chi-to-Coast aircoach service. 

Buster Keaton checks in this 
week to rehearse “Merton of 
Movies,” which opens at Hinsdale 
Summer Theatre next Monday 
(19). 

Sun-Times columnist Irv Kup- 
cinet began month’s vacation last 
Thursday (8), following which he 
begins a new interview show on 
WBBM-TV at 10:50 p.m. 

Albert Burns, recently produc- 
}tion manager at the Chicagoland 
Fair, returned to Barnes & Car- 
ruthers for fifth season, as com- 
pany manager of B-C’s new tourer, 
“West-O-Rama.” 


Portland, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 

Louis Armstrong and All Stars, 
Nelson Eddy and Hilo Hattie inked 
to open next at Amato’s. 

Ames Brothers inked to top Les- 
ter Allen stageshow at Oregon 
State Fair starting Labor Day. 

Town still buzzing about smash 
hit made by Billy Daniels dur- 








Harry Waxmann, cinema chain| here called “Pigen ovenpaa” (The|ing his week's date at Amato’s 


owner, to be tendered testimonial 
dinner Sept. 6 at Ambassador 
hotel. Proceeds will be used to 
plant Atlantic City forest in Holy 
Land to bear his name. 


Santiago 

Pedro Orthous aired to Lima to 
direct Lope de Vega’s ‘“Fuenteove- 
juna.” 

Radio O’Higgins now on the air 
as Radio Magallanes, with Rene 
Largo Farias as program director. 

Norman Day and Kanda Jaque 


head cast of Miguel Frank’s 
dramatic shows on Radio Agricul- 
tura. 

La Tercera, local tabloid, 


launched contest for “Miss Bust of 
1957,” with many strippers coop- 


Chilean State Bank mulling idea 


|Girl Upstairs). Leading roles | 
| played by Denmark’s most popular 
}couple, Ebbe Rode and wife, Helle 
| Virkner. 

Among the new Hollywood pix 
here especially fine business is 
done by “Carmen Jones” (20th) in 
kits 6th week at Dagmar, “Woman’s 
World” (20th) at Bellevue, also in 
its 6th week, “To Catch A Thief” 
(Par) at Villabyernes Bio and “The 
Searchers” (Warner) at Saga. 

More and more American pro- 
ducers are taking advantage of low 
producing costs in Scandinavia. 
George Coogan has just finished 
filming “AH About Love,” which 
deals with am American commen- 
tator, played by William Thourlby, 
viewing the European love situa- 
tion. Love interest in the comedy 
is delivered by young Danish actor 
Bent Vejiby and hitherto unknown 
Danish girl, Jonna Jensen, 








Supper Club. 

Debra Paget and Y. Frank Free- 
man, Par studio chief, here for 
world preem of “Omar Khayyam” 
at Paramount. 

Jack McCoy signed as new 
AGVA rep here. Will move office 
from Seattle here. Former rep 
Sid Dean goes to San Francisco to 
assist Phil Dowing. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Eddie Fisher and Morton Dow- 
ney highlighted banquet commem- 
orating 50th anni of airpower. 

Radio-tv-press gave the nod to 
Universal's “Man With Thousand 
Faces” at private MPAA screening. 

Jane Russell due in Thursday 
(15) for press pow-wows and 
fashion show on behalf of her latest 
starrer, “Fuzzy Pink Nightgown.” 
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OBITUARIES 


OLIVER HARDY 

Oliver Hardy, 65, rotund slap- 
stick comedian who, with partner 
Stan Laurel, was one of the top 
comedy attractions in films for two 
decades, died mg 7 in North Hol- 
jyvwood, Cal. He had been ill since 
September when he suffered a 
paralytic stroke. 

An exponent of the frustrated 
comedy technique, Hardy turned to 
the field after long experience in 
stock and with minstrel companies. 
He started in show business as a 
boy, during school vacations and 
upon graduation from the U. of 
Georgia law school decided to make 
his career as an entertainer. Within 
a few years he had moved into the 
fledgling film industry as a com- 
edian and worked in many silent 
films, eventually becoming a di- 
rector. 

In 1926, he met Laurel in Hol- 
lywood and the following year they 
joined forces in a comedy team 
that eventually became world-re- 
nowned, During almost 20 years of 
comedy stardom, the team ap- 
peared in more than 100 shorts and 
many feature films, sending their 
salary at one point to $3,500. 

The team’s rise ended abruptly 
a dozen years ago in an argument 
with the studio over story material. 
Since then, they made only one 
film, “Atoll K,” also titled “Robin- 
son Crusoe,” filmed in France in 
1949. Production on that one was 
delayed some months because of 
Laurel's illness. 

In the last few years, release of 
their old films to television gave 
the comedy team a new lease on 


+= eae of its avant-garde direct- 


g. 
Booth also made the first all-Ca- 
nadian sound film, “The Bells” in 
1931, plus the first Canadian shorts 
and screened commercials in sound. 
At the time of his death, he was 
ianning the setup of studios near 
oronto that would produce telepix 
and feature-length 

Survived by wife. 


WYLIE J. HANNA 

Wylie J. Hanna, 70, onetime ac- 
tor who became a top radio pro- 
ducer, died Aug. 7 in San Jose, 
Cal. He a with Frank Ba- 
con, Judith Anderson, Frank Kee- 
nan and James Gleason at vari- 
ous times. He started his radio 
career in San Francisco in 1929 as 
producer for NBC’s “Camel Pleas- 
ure Hour,” went on to uce 
Jack Benny’s first radio shows and 
originated the still-current “Coun- 
terspy.” 

Hanna retired in Hollywood a 
decade ago and came to Jose 
to live five years ago. 

Survivors include his wife, a 
daughter and a brother 


WILLEM VANDER PRIEM 

Willem Marie Vander Priem, 75, 
an acrobat with the Apollo Trio in 
the Ziegfeld Follies, with Mae 
Wirth Sisters and later, with Bar- 
num and Bailey, died Aug. 6 in 
Palo Alto, Cal. 

A native of Holland, Vander 
Priem came to the U. S. as a 
wrestler in 1900, soon turned to 
show business. He had solo acts on 
the RKO and Pantages circuits, 











life. Impact of the old comedies 
was So great that they were signed 
to do a series of telefilms. It was 





In Memory ef My Dear Pal 


BILLY MURRAY 


August 17, 1954 
J. V. MARTINDALE 








called off, however, when Laurel 
suffered a stroke, about a year be- 
fore Hardy had his stroke. Neither 
has worked since. 

Hardy is survived by his wife, 
Lucille, a former studio script 
clerk whom he married in 1940, 
and by a sister. 





JOE MAGEE 

Joseph Bernard Magee, 48, cast- 
ing director for the William Morris 
agency, N. Y., died Monday (12) at 
the Harkness Pavilion, N. Y., fol- 
lowing a gall bladder operation. 
Immediate cause of death was not 
known yesterday (Tues.), but Magee 
had had a heart condition since 
suffering a severe attack eight 
years ago. He resided at Sneden’s 
Landing, N. P. 

A native of Commerce, Tex., 
Magee attended college in Texar- 
kana and received a master of arts 
degree from Washington & Lee. 
Upon leaving college he went im- 
mediately to Washington to be- 
come private secretary to the late 
Secretary of the Interior Harold 
L. Ickes, resigning to join the Wil- 
liam Morris agency Aug. 12, 1937 
‘exactly 20 years from the date of 
his death), as secretary to the then 
_ of the firm, William Morris 
Jr. 

Magee was drafted for service 
with the USO during World War 
Il, then went into the Navy, serv- 
ing as a Lieutenant with Naval In- 
telligence, then as a member of 
Admiral Nimitz’ staff on the island 
of Guam. He returned to the Mor- 
ris agency in 1946 as a member of 
the legit-tv department, but took 
a leave of absence and traveled in 
Europe for several months in,1949, 
after suffering a heart attack. He 
took another leave from the agen- 
cy late in 1952 to serve for nearly 
a year with Radio Free Europe, 
headquartering in Munich, then re- 
turned to the Morris office as cast- 
ing director. 

Magee’s father and a sister, Mrs. 
James Nelson, of University City, 
Mis., survive. Funeral services will 
be held Friday (16) in Texarkana. 
Friends are asked not to send flow- 
ers, but make contributions in 
Magee’s name to the Heart Fund. 





GEORGE T,. BOOTH 

George Thorne Booth, 59, a pio- 
neer in motion pictures in Canada, 
died August 7 at his summer home 
in Bracebridge near Toronto. An 
active member of the Society of 
Motion Picture Engineers, he or- 
ganized and directed one of the 
first. all-Canadian film companies, 
Booth Film Co., Ltd. In the silent 


days, his first production was “The 
White Road,” which he wrote and 
directed in 1929. Set in China, the 
film had international distribution 





l'among others. He retired some 
'years ago and lived in New York 


Wyndham Theatre, London, orch 


at the time of his death. He had 

played with many top British 

bands, including those of Ambrose, 

Jack Hylton and Henry Halli. 

‘ Survived by wife and three chil- 
ren. 


J. H. FILERMAN 
J. H. Filerman, 54, business man 
and masical director of the first 
“Myrt and Marge” radio show in 
the late 1920's, died Aug, 11 in 
Minneapolis. At one time, Filer- 
man was musical director for 


Sonja Henie’s first “Hollywood Ice 
Revue” on tour. Nags | his pro- 
fessional name, Jay Filers, he 


toured for a time with his own 
nd. 
Wife and three sons survive. 


JOHN SHARP 

John Sharp, 66, circus performer, 
died recently in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. He toured with Barnum & 
Bailey Circus in the U.S. for almost 
10 years before becoming an Edin- 
burgh resident. After retiring, he 
retained his interest in circus mat- 
ters and visited the Continent each 
summer to see French and German 
shows. 

Survived by his wife. 


TALAT ARTEMEL 

Talat Artemel, 55, Turkish legit 
and film actor, died of a heart 
attack recently in Bolu, where he 
was on location for a film. A lead- 
ing member of the Municipal The- 
atre’ of Istanbul, he was seen in 
more than 70 legit productions. 

Wife and three children survive. 











Howard C. (Doc) Barrett, one- 
time circus owner and originator 
of donkey baseball in the midwest, 
died recently in Lincoln, Neb. 

Survived by wife, two stepsons, 
two sisters and two brothers. 





Wife of Joseph G. Firlik Sr., 





j}until two years ago. 
| He leaves four sisters and three 
brothers. 


RUTH M. CRAWFORD 

Ruth M. Crawford, librarian of 
ABC, died Aug. 10 in New York, 
after a brief illness. 

Librarian of ABC since 1945, 
she was active in both the broad- 
casting industry and on special 
library committees, She served 
on numerous committees for the 
American women in radio and tv. 

Miss Crawford joined NBC in 
1934, transferring to the Blue net- 
work, now ABC, in 1942. Prior to 
her being named librarian, she also 
served as a research assistant and 
a file supervisor. 

Two sisters survive. 


WILLIAM S, TROXELL | 

William S. Troxell, 64, radio 
broadcaster and newspaper colum- 
nist known as “Pumpernickle Bill” 
died Aug. 10 in Allentown, Pa. He 
was a leader in many Pennsylvania 
Dutch folk festival groups and had 

ut on a program at the National 

olklore Festival in St. Louis as 
well as a similar session in Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y. He con- 
ducted a weekly program over 
WHOL, in Penna, German dialect 
for a number of years. 

Wife and son survive, 


REED E. SNYDER 

Reed E. Snyder, 54, chief engi- 
neer for Central Broadcasting Co., 
Des Moines, (WHO and WHO-TV), 
died there Aug. 3 following a heart 
attack. A radio operator with the 
U:S. Lighthouse Service, he joined 
Wwoc, Davenport, in 1924 and 
moved to WHO in 1933. He had 
f WHO 


been chief Le tt) 
O-TV 
his 








WHO-FM and since 1947. 

Surviving are wife, two 
daughters, son, mother and a 
sister, 


_ . "TIM WHELAN 
Pe... a 63, film rier 2 
irector for years, died Aug. 
in Beverly Hi Calif. . 
Whelan wi to Hollywood in 
1922 first as an actor and then as 
a gag writer for Harold Lloyd. 
Later, he joined Metro as a 
writer, director and 
films both here and 
nny | and vi reas 
er Europe# “Divorce 
X” and “Sidewalks of London.” 
Wife and two sons survive. 


ARTHUR WHITE 
Arthur White, 75, longtime vaude 
comedian, died recently in Black- 
pool, Eng. A native of Gorton. 
near Manchester, Eng., he worked 


as errand boy, newspa vendor, 
program seller and theatre baggage 
man before turn to comedy. 


At one time white toured as a 
handyman with a,circus. Shows in 
which he appeared included “My 
Son Sammy,” “Sammy in Society” 
and “The mm.” 


JAMES JACK 
James Jack, 53, theatre musician, 
died recently in London. He started 
his career as a drummer in an 
orch at the Pavilion Theatre, Ayr, 





Scotland, and was a member of the 


operator of the Firlik Film Service, 
film delivery outfit, died July 30 in 





Russian sex prudery may be in- 
volved. > 

There are some sleathy ticker 
brokers—but if caught they may 
go to the pen for five to 10 years. 

Though numerous, as hereafter 
mentioned, Russian legit houses are 
old Czaristic buildings of limited 
capacity around 1,000 probably av- 
erage. 

There is one gimmick, or maybe 
a racket, about the theatre queue. 
If a patron rents opera glasses (cost 
75¢ at official rate of exchange), he 
has the privilege of checking or re- 
claiming his clothes without wait- 
ing his turn on line. 

But the play is the thing to the 
Russian people. If it weren't for the 
fact that standing is rarely permit- 
ted, the SRO sign would be a per- 
manent prop. Every city, village, 
and hamlet in Russia has theatres. 
Moscow has 29 theatres, same num- 
ber as Broadway, though Moscow 
has only 60% of the population of 
New York. Leningrad, about the 
size of Chicago, has 18, three times 
the Loop. In Moscow, some houses 
go in for special types of presenta- 
tion. There are musical houses, 
houses devoted solely to satirical 
plays, theatres catering only to 
kindergarten youngsters, or to 
adolescents, army theatre, gypsy 
theatre, puppet shows, circus. 

Mostly Traditional 

A theatrical presentation in Rus- 
sia is traditional in style, literal 
and photographic in approach. The 
quality of the performance is 
superb. With the exception of an 
overwrought German melodrama, 
where the entire cast really chewed 
up the curtain and hammed all over 





| Delmar, N. Y. Also surviving are 
‘weoes stepchildren. 


Dr. Cornelius S. Weigandt, 85, | 


onetime drama critic for the old 
Philadelphia Record and Philly 
Evening Telegram, died Aug. 1 in 
Wolfeboro, N. H. 


Alberto Barbieris, 59, Italian 
composer-pianist, died of a heart 
attack July 28 in Mexico City, 
where he had been performing at 
the Capri nitery. 





Pat Logan, radio-tv vocalist 
known privately as Mrs. Charles L. 
Legenbauer, died Aug. 5 in Troy, 
N. Y. Husband, mother, brother 
and sister survive, 


Thomas Nunan, 89, San Fran- 
cisco Examiner reporter for more 


radio editor, died Aug. 5 at San 
Mateo, Cal. 


Juan Bilboa, 69, theatrical and 
bull fight impresario, died of a 
heart attack July 31 in Acapulco, 
Mexico. His wife and 10 children 


survive, 
Cathal O’Byrne, 80, Irish t 
Bel- 
plays were “Far 





and playwright, died Aug. 2 in 
fast. Among 
Off Hills.” 


William L. Stahl, 50, Paramount 
studio projectionist, died Aug. 7, 
in Hollywood. Wife and son sur- 
vive. 


Douglas Johnson, 50, bandleader 
and pianist, died Aug. 5 in Dublin. 
He founded his first band in 1928. 


William H. Freeman, 84, band 
musician for more than a half cen- 
tury, died Aug. 4 in Dover, N.H. 


Erville Anderson, 74, character 
actor, died Aug. 4 in Glendale, Cal. 
Brother and sister survive. 


Brother, 62, of Bernard Zelenko, 
Loew's Theatres division manager, 
died Aug. 8 in Miami Beach. 


Father of Kirk Stevens, Scot 
singer, died recently in Hamilton, 
Scotland, 











84, of film actor Victo: 
Aug. 11 in Salem, Ore. 


George Jessel 


Continued from page 2 


Father, 
Jory, died 











vaudeville for many years, got top 
notices in reviews of the show. 
George Jessel’s show biz series 
of half-hour films for television 
will go into active production on 
the Coast Sept. 16. Jessel will then 
have completed his intervening 
commitments at Atlantic Beach, 
Westport and Europe (16 days). 
National Television Associates {s 
to shoot the series of 39 install- 
ments, including Jessel’s commen- 





tary on inserted footage. 


than 40 years and the Coast's first | 


| the place, I never saw poor acting 
throughout all of Russia. 

Physical production ranges from 
magnificent to mediocre. In Mos- 
;cow the sets and stage effects can 
| be breath-taking per Bolshoi opera 


; and ballet. A fire on stage can be 
exceedingly realistic for “Swan | 
Lake,” swan and lake both have 
smoothness and realism that we 
| rarely see. On the other hand, in 
the sticks of Russia, the sets and 
props can be pretty crude and 
jerky, reminiscent of American 


hometown amateurs. 

When it eomes to the plays 
themselves, the Russians have the 
same problems we do-—and then 
some. By our tempo, the average 
Russian play is slow and static. 
There, as in the States, a good, 
medern playwright is hard to find. 
But at least an American author 


kid the shirt off our politicos, or 
rail against our economic system. 
In Russia, the playwright is free to 
do the same thing, provided he 
wants a permanent holiday in 
Siberia. 


to settle for “oldies.”” New plays are 
few and far between. A good chunk 
of ancient classics is par for the 
course. Revivals of tried and true 
plays of the 19th and early 20th 
centuries are also done. 

‘Rose Marie’ Yet 


Authors don’t have to be Russian. 
Imports are permitted. “Countess 
Maritza” is a favorite. I saw -the 
Russian version of “Rose Marie.” 
(It was cowboys and Indians in slow 
motion.) Shaw’s “Pygmalion” al- 
ways captivates the audience. 

Incidentally, besides American 
plays, the Russians go all out for 
American jazz and “ruck and rool.” 
Duke Ellington is popular with the 
teenagers, but the beat, as the Rus- 
sians play it, is nearer to dirge 
than hepcat. 

The Pushkin Theatre in Lenin- 
grad is a small house for dramatic 
shows. Producer Vivjen told me he 
has a staff of 150 people. 

Break For Actors 

The theatrical season is about ten 
months a year. Rehearsals are from 
two to three months a show. Almost 
all theatres operate on a repertory 
basis, with program changes daily 
or weekly. Even the circus keeps 
changing acts. 

All of this is a boon to the actors. 
It means all year round work. More 
precisely, it’s all year round pay 
for eleven months work and one 
month vacation. There are also pen- 
sion benefits and retirement at one- 
quarter salary. 

Actors make from $200 to $325 


change). Stars get much more 
Ulanova is reputed to get over 
$2,000 a month. These are mighty 
good pickings in the Russian 
scheme of things. 


There are generally eight per- 





formances a week. 


can write on any subject he wants, | 


By and large, the audience has | 


per month ‘at official rates of ex- | 


However, the! 





Soviet: Plots to Ignore Sex 
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timing is different than in States, 
They have performances every 
| night. There is only one matinee— 
| Sunday. Saturday matinee is out 
because in Russia it is a regular 
work day. 

The evening shows start between 
7:30 and 8:00 P.M.; the Sunday 
matinee at noon, A performance 
|takes about three hours, with 20 
jto 30 minutes time out for each 
| intermission. ° 
Ticket prices are fixed by the 
|}government and are the same 
| throughout the land. Tickets for 
| the ballet are scaled from $1.50 to 
|$7.50 for evening performances, 
and 75¢ to $5.50 for matinees. For 
dramas, the prices run from 75¢ 
to $3.00. All this is at official rate 
of exchange of four rubles to the 
dollar. At the special rate of ten 
to one for tourists, these prices 
would be from 30c to $3.00 

Some cities have central ticket 
offices or booths. Generally how- 
ever, tickets are obtained at the 
| individual theatres. In every thea- 
| tre, there is a clearly marked dia- 
| gram of the seating arrangement 
| right next to the box office, so that 
/a customer can readily spot the 
|proferred location. There's no 
/American temfoolery about AA 
jand BB rows. As a matter of fact, 
|seats are numbered consecutively 
|for the entire house, rather than 
by rows, 

Russia has its share of ticket 
speculators who operate stcalthily. 
A five to ten year jai! sentence 
awaits anyone in Russia who buvs 
or sells consumer goods at a per- 
sonal profit. The law courts haven't 
made up their minds vet whether 








theatre tickets are consumer goods, 

Coat and hat checkin are man- 
datory. Adequate facilities and 
personnel are provided in the 
lobby for this. Since theatre 
tickets are consecutively num- 
bered, the number of the ticket 
conrols the number and place for 
checking. Russians are completely 
accustomed to queue for a!! sorts 
of things, such as being waited on 
in stores, getting into busses, going 
to movies, etc. 

(J.S. Seid nan, the atrical C.P.A. 
and play angel, recently returned 
from a two months’ trip behind the 
Iron Curtain. He spent a month 
in Russia itself, covered 5.9000 miles 


He 


there, and took in 23 shows 





|\wisited Moscow, Leningrad. Kiev, 

Odessa, Sochi, Yalta Toilisi, 

| Rostov, and Stalingrad—Ed.} 
MARRIAGES 


Sue Lorentzen to Walter Lister, 
Chicago, Aug. 4. He's Chi bureau 
chief for the New York Herald- 


| Tribune. 
Kipy Casado to Manue! Quin- 
tana, Mexico City, Aug. 1. Bride is 


'a film actress; he’s professional 
| wrestler who appears in films. 

| Veronica Loyo to Hugo Mugica, 
Mexico City, Aug. 2. Bride’s a 
| singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Larschan, 
son, Brooklyn, N. Y., July 29. Fa- 
ther is a film editor at Transfilm. 
| Jacqueline Richards to Edward 
Anhalt, Virginia City, Nev., Aug. 9. 
He's a 20th-Fox writer. 
|__ Lucy Frances Terreil to Carl H. 
Keough, Keene, N. H., recently. 
Bride is with radio station WKNE 
in that city. 

Margaret Leighton te Laurence 
Harvey, Gilbraltar, Aug. 8. Both 
are actors, 


| BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, Arthur Fenady, 
daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 2. Fa- 
{ther is a producer at Warners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Rudolph, 
daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 6. Moth- 
ler is the former Joan Benny, 
daughter of Jack Benny. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Will‘gm Fairchild, 
|}daughter, Oxford “ng. Aug. 4. 
Father is a film tor; mother 
is actress Isabel j 4 

Mr. and Mrs. William Chapman, 
| daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 
|7. Mother is the daughter of Allied 
Eugene 





Artists studio manager 
Arnstein. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carol Henry, son, 
Burbank, Cal... Aug. 6. Father is 
an actor-stuntman. 
| Mr, and Mrs. Frank Ross, son, 
Santa Monica, Cal,, Aug. 7. Father 
jis member of Mary Kaye Trio. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Friedkin, boy, 
|Aug. 11, New York Mother is ac- 
tress; he’s indie press agent (‘ex- 


|} Young & Rubicam). 


Mr. and Mrs. Mike Todd. daugh- 
ter, New York, Aug. 6. Mother is 
film actress, Elizabeth Taylor; 


father is a producer, 
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